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A SPECTAL INVITATION

Opera Supers wiill be hestiing a reception for the School of Musie"s
new faculty, DAVID ARNOLD, TAMARA BROCKS, and ARTHUR GREENE on
Sunday.. Septembetr 21st fromd4 to 6 p.fn. in the lounge of the Musiie
Buillding.. We willl have a short busiiness neeting at 3:00 just priet
to the reception. Whethet ot Aot you willl be able to be one of our
active vellunteetrs this coming yeat, pllease eome, bring a guest, and
hellp us welleone these new and exeiiting peoplle.

If you are planning to attend or can hellp with refreshnents for the
reeception, pllease contaet Miriam Canter (338-1217) or Mbna Shaw
(353-5626) ..

LETTER FROM| THE EDITOR:

Wellcome back to the Newsletter now beginning its second vollune with the start of the
acadenic year 1986-87. aur first wvolune"s venture appeatrs to have been a sticcess
except for soime personall disappointnents that I willl get te. The COpera Supers €an
look back at Last year with pride in what we accompllished for the petfornmnces of
BORIS GODUNOV and NMADANE BUTTERFLY. We have learned many things about what we can do
bestt and in what areas our assistance and support are needed. We have an organization
that is flexible and attuned to its members as wellll as to the peoplle involved in Qpera
Theater and opera productions at the Uniiversiity. We assiist them where we can and they
make it easy for us to do so. I cannot think of a better form of relationship. What
we need is more active members. Those of you reading this who are not active Qpera
Supers, be advised that your activity need only be as much as you can find the time
for and for functions that are within your capabilitiies and interests. It nmmy be a
one time thing, an infrequent or a regular activity. It is not possiblle to be
specifiic as to how much participation makes you an active super. It can vary from a
simplle cleriicall act, passing along matetriall, hellping with publlieity, colleeting
information, hellping in produetions, telepheoning, hellping with refreshmeats, hosting
groups, hellping the Newslletter editet (yes, even that), alll the kinds of activities
suppert group velluateers do in the vatious arts. Don"t stay in the baeckgteund, fove
eut and get invellved! Yeu willL neet persens interested in opera in all its
rafifications.. You willl neet Opetra Theater staff and perferfiers. You will Learf the
baekgiound and the detalills 6f epera proeduetiions. Yeu ean talk te adullts abeut eommeA
and exeeptionall interests. Yeu e€an shate in the rewards of these things as welll as if
the fruits ofF oeur aetiivities. Wé reward eurselives with speeiall evenAts and panitE£ss.
in the future we HhHepe to offer oppertunities te take trips as a group te regienal
epera perfFernmnces, of whatever the Opera Supers ean arrange. Yeur ideas are weleen®.
Attend ene of eur fieetings and express yeur views. If yeu eanhet attend a meeting,
wiike te the editer ofF the Newshetker whe eaf pass yeur werds, suggestiens er
guestiiens te the rest ofF the Supers.

The scarcity of direct communicatiion to the Newslletter is one of the disappointments
your editor has suffered. This includes the lack of response to the Upera quizzes.



Letter Cont.

What does it take to have you respond? Two peoplle enteted the BORIS quiz. Both
earned priizes of individually mnmde audio cassette tapes of selections from my own
colllectiion. of opera. Gnlly one person entered--and correctlly answered--the BUITERFLY
quiiz. He happens to be 1Iowa City's "professionall™ colllector of recorded opera.
Bellieve it when I say it was nost difficullt for me to ecome up with an opera--ot
operetta, in this case--sellection that he did not have, but I did. That is unlikey to
happen again. For one thing, I ean't mateh his colleetion and for another, I shall
disquallity him and trust he"ll undetstand. But he is a Super, haviing provided some
matertial for use in ene of the opera produetions. For a DON GIOVANNL quiz, I fay have
te offer a different kind of priize to attraet entrants. What dees it take to enter a
guiz, assuming Yyeu are eligiblle? Up te nAew, alll it teek was the Libtette that eould
be feund in a lLibrary eopy 6f the reeerded opera album, if Aet ene you ewned, or a
detaiifled sumiary in ene ef the beeks availablle te epera lLevers, sueh as Kebbe's. Yeu
ate net expeeted te knew the answer in yeur Hhead. The purpese is te get yeu
interested eneugh te 1eek semething up and in deing se, get seme familiarity with the
target epera befere yeu attend its perferhmpece. Frem the E@E@ggﬁﬂ , yeu new knew, if
yeu did net already, that next spring's epera wilh be DON GIOVANMI and the teeus ef
sene of the newshekkers. 1 intend te iRehude a variety oF nmterial iA the newsletters
and yeut input wihh Be appreeiaked. t am retiking EorR Ay faeuhty pesitien at the end
ot September. AnNBAG the puksuiks t shahh @ﬁgage iR during my ehahgde in status wihh be
the Newshetker, iF agreeaBhe t@ the Supers, and whatever €hse iR the way OF fireseareh™
OR things eperatic I pmY Be asked te d8.

REPGRT GF THE GPERA SUPERS NEETING OF JUNE 30, 1986:

The following is only a briet summary of what transpited duriing the last nmeeting of
the acadenic year 1935-86. Dr. Marillyn Somvillle and Larry Eckholt of the ILowa
Foundatiion spoke to the group about the various factors and problems invollved in
creation of an umbrelllla group to cover the Universiity Symphony, Center For New Music,

Qpera Theater and speciall ensenmblles. (see the Jully, Vollume 1, No. 7 issue of the
Newsletter for background.)

Discussion Lled to suggestions for methods of attackiing the problems and meeting the
needs of the wvarious groups. Nbna Shaw took over the regullar busiiness meeting.
Commiittee reports were heard and publicity plans and special events for the Jully
perforiance of NADANE BUTTERFLY were reviewed. Arrangenents for the Strike Party were
discussed, as were the pllans for the Supers after-the-perfformance party, helld on Jully
29. The neeting adjourned with the usuall refreshments and relaxation.

OTHER NEWS

The Striike Party went off very well and was hiighlly appreciiated by all persons involved
in striking the BUITERFLY set. Weé have learned how to manage this event successfully.

The Supers party was helld as planned, hosted most graciouslly by the Knapps and enjoyed
by the Supers, menbers of the Qpera Theater, performers, staff and their families. We
had nostlly Japanese dishes--or theiir approximatiions--and appropriate beverages for all
ages. If you attended you know what I meant earlier about our rewarding ouselves by
sueh an event. If you did not attend, join us and look forward to an after the DON
party if not a pre-DON reception (puns intended.)



NEW OPERA FACULTY:

As nost of you know by now, Jehn Van Cuta left the Iewa faculty to jein Bayler
Uniiversiity in Waeo, Texas. We willl niss Joha but the life ofF the Scheell of Musie as
life anywhere must go on and grow. New life is given to us threugh the efferts ef Dr.
Sonmviillle who has secuted two temporaty appoiftneats frofin the rostetr of the New Yerk
City Opetra: David Arnolld, and Stephen Dicksen, beth baritones, whe eeme te us with
inpressive credentiials.

Ne. Arnolld, who willl be with us first semester, nmde his Metropellitan debut in 1983 as
Enrieo in Luecia di Lanmernoot and has alse sung with the New Yeik City Opeta, Opeta
-Canpany of Boston, San Fransisco Gpera and English Mational Gpera, to nane a few ke
was Hheatd as Jake in the Met"s produetion o6f Porgy and Bess. Esecaniflllo in Carmen
peetorned by the Tullsa Company and has recotrded the Qurreliiederr (Seheenberg) with
Oezavwa and the Besten Sympheny for Phiilips.

Mt-. Dickson, who willl jjoin us second semester, nmde his debut with the Opera Theatetr
of St. Louis in Albert Herring, has sung in Mbnte Carllo, Nice, San Fransiseo, the
Lyeric of Chicago, Theatre Musical de Paris, and elsewhete in Europe befere naking his
debut at the Metropolitan opera singing Papageno in the Magie Flute in 1982.

We are also very excited about new faeulty menbers Tamara Beooks and Arthut Greene.
Brooks is repllacing Don Mbses as the Schoell's chorall eondueter. §he was mbst teeeftily
the Musie Diteetet and Condueter of the Mendellssohn Club of Philladellphia. She was
also Chairman of the Musiie Departnent of Haverferd Coliege, whetre she allse headed the
orchesttall and chorall pregtans of Haverfetrd and Bryn Mawt eollleges. Reecent eheral and
orchestrall conducting engagements have inelluded perfFornmnces at Alliee Tullly Hahl and
Carnegiie Halll in New York, and the Aeadeny of Music in Philadelphiia.

Greene, piano, has arrived jjust after winaing first plaee in the famous William Kapell
Conmpetition helld at the Untivetsiity of Marylland. He allse reeentlly appeared with the
Nationall Symphony under Jullius Rudel at the Kenmedy Centet in Washingten D.C. and with
the Philadellphia Orehestta undet Raynond Leppatd. Next Jaauary 7th he is sechedulled te
pertormn in recitall at Carnegiie Halll.

Don"t miiss the opportunity to meet these prestigious peoplle at our reception on
Septemnber 21st..

SOURCES FOR OPERA RECORDINGS AND MATERIAL:

Those who seek sources from ILowa City have to contend with Diseount Reeords on Dubuque
St. They do carty a fairly good colleetion of albums from time to time but selectiions
are very scanty. Gne of the broadest selection of tmgpes (open reell and cassette)
you'lLl find anywhetre is availlablle by nmill from the COLLECTGR'S VAULT, 90 Amherst, L[owa
City (Stephen Slezak.) I also like to nmmiill order from ROSE RECORDS, 214 Wabash Ave.,
Chiecage IL 60604. Ask to be put on theiir mailiing List. They speciiallize in cut-outs
but have a wide stoek of current opera albums including hard to find European labels,
at diseount prices. OPERAWORLD, 374 Congress St., Boston MA 02210 does mmiill order
current albums and CDs. They also list books and paperbacks on opera topics that are
hard toe find locallly. They ean provide you with the English Nationall Qpera Libretti
whieh are among the most informative in print anywhere as well as the G. Schirmer
collleetion. Get an ENO libretto and you wiilll Learn the background of the opera, its
Librettist, the composer and performance hiistory of the opera itself and its Libretto
in the originall and Engllish translation (about $4.95 per copy.)



ANSVERS TO NADAME BUTTERFLY QUIZ: (see June, Veollume 1, Nbo. 6 issue)

1. Cio-Cio San was from the Qmara District of Nagasakii.

2. The baby"'s name is "Sorrow" but will be changed to "Joy™ when Pinkerton, his
father, returns.

3. "#Mbout two dozen" relatives attended the wedding: a mother-in-law, grandmother,
cousiins, and two uncles.

4. Pinkerton's ship was the "Abraham Lincoln.™

No entriies were receiived for Quiz No. 2 (see Volume 1, No. 7.) MNaybe it was too
obscure. I hoped somebody did have the answers because I have only part of -it.

INPORTANT DATES:

New Season Openiing fieeting: Sun. Sept. 21 at 3:00 pm.

New Faeullty Weleconiing Reeception: Suh. Sept. 21--4-6 p.mm.

Both are in the MNusie Building Lounge. Call Miriam Canter (338-1217) or Nbna Shaw
(353-5626) for detaiils. Please come!

Facullty Reciitall, PAULA BOIRE. soprano. Sun.. 9/21 at 8 pm in Clapp

The University of lowa
Scifmb/ of Music
lowa City, lowa 52242

OPERA SUPERS OF LIOWA CITY NEWSLETTER



