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Letter from the Ediitor

Wewedonme mew and] wisiting) fam Ity and abimmistremors o tieSdwd| of Mssic for the yeear

[1990-91: Joln Hill, Imermm Diirector; Kristin Thelander, Interiim Asspoigte Director; Claudia
Amdierson, Fute; Leri Farnan, Music Tlnerapy; Steve @rimmre, Jozz Sudiies; Rene Leouono,
Piano; Soott MdCiy, Wdiee: Antthur Boves, Fesarn; Hiléen Wikillsanss, Vooree, WeerBer et¢ addwg3oome
to Mona Shaw's new assistant, Sheila Henes. Along with the new facesthere will be visible
signs of change in the Msic Building, such asthe new coet of paint and ceiling tile, The
major changes will be hidden: the new air comdiitioringy/heating system, ducts, tubes, wires,
etc, Emtr'Acte will comtinue with its general format, although perhaps in varied physical
&gea‘anees depending wpen the availability of desk top publishing facilities. If the readiers
re changes in format, let them be heard and have someone come forward to take over the
helm. Your editor is gfateful for the niwterial sent him from time to time. 1f it seems to fit our
Fposes for any one issue, it will be used, as for example the report by the Weangers in this
issue. 1 hope that it will be possible to have an occasional article from a music faculty person
or Umiversity guest, 1 am holding a festure colufin title in reserve abelled "From the
Coantillietors Pogium." Keep in miind that next spring's presentation by the Gpara Thester is
Banjanin Britten's A MidsuranaeMiget Joseam Thinss saoastitkeptdmbatliavddpaaeery
special event for the sunmer of 1991, but Aere on that laler if plans work out as expected.

My ear sihoultd carclh youn- voiie,

My eye, your ye

My tangue sihould catch your tongue s sweet melody
(Shakespeare, A MidsumareerpdgiatsDeaani A it 5cSt, 155S631989)

July 2, 1990 Measting Repart

There was a good turnout for the mesting held at the Huits home. Amnouncements covered a
number of events. Postiers for Caumediriesweerctichibersealyy Jully 12280 aantivedbuntbeessweese
recruiited to help with their distribution, assist in getting out meilings for the sumnier opera,
and paint scenery and props. The bulk of the business nneeting was devoted to discussions of
future directions and activities. The spring opera will be Britten's A MidsunareeVidgintss
Dream . This swilil bba & hig: £fd cira addwitl| h sedd attetih are eeyy THo@biy gitidosia otiti oo Hhan
Ojpara Supers float came up with the same results: enthusiasm by fnany (not all), lack of
means, and 1imlts of time. (ither Anatters discussed included a reception for new faculty,
“Petron Party” that Is owed & group of supporters, the Sirike Party needs, and last minute
detalls of the ‘tween performances Potluck set for July 28¥h, The busifiess portion of
the meeting adjewirned to permit socializing. The fext nesting is set for Manday, Septesnber
I6}h, in Reod (0P8 (Music Launge) of the Music Buildling.

Yhat is Your Favorite Qpara?

The question is asked of ne periodically. Wetend to ask ane another what is afavarite
author, movie, play, boak, recreation, flaver of ice cream, place to visit, etc. S, wihy mat
opera? It could be to satisfy curriosity, or to compare one's choice with that of anather’s,
perhaps to see if someone isin the mainstream, so to speak, or standing alone. 1 Hencatat
similar questions to help diecide on a gift without laiting an the purpose of iy question. Bult:
what is ny favorite opera? 1 was asked that the other day. Thinking about it brings to nind
the line of asong which, if 1 remember gceurately, 1§1ff'Gﬂi\ Fisdamn S Biabmoaw, WASED i gtot
near the girl that 1 love, 1 love the girl that 1'm near.” 1 seem to get that way about opera—it
diepends upon what 1've been hearing lately. Y, isthere an enduring love that 1 haxetberonre
specific opera that does not depend upoen its proximity to nie in tide or place? 1 confessio
nuitiple loves for operas, and | dipn't want i6 give up any of the ones1 [ove. Buk choose oar—




that is what was put to me the other digy. Aﬁmmmgdl pustfbotthacssmildar chiadlbargseteotiee
newsletter readers, but 1 made it easier: | asked you to choose five music albums you could not
part with if you had to live with oaly that few the rest of your life. Nex meny of you responded,
so | have no idea if there isa sort of comsensus among you astogue)at piecesof music of OpRra:
My purpose indirectly was just that--was there a comsensus? 1L alispwrarteditopicdkoithe
mavericks among you. It didim't work. Nows owsinould Haasswert iecigestinord?Maimmediitee
answer isthe Marriageef Figannaaddinteeestinglyye enoghht i sasmyfifisse bhoieseseverbl
years 2go. 1 have thought zbout it since then, Winid I wearit togjxecum Dartiaicuemn t@lbihx
Barisothaner i H@nsme, hamertiet firdi sty st mpopenmy ydditdOsids antsaseasdiieble
demand. It iseasier to give up certain foodisand specid dishes--eoes inssiti mxy) e salke.
Yauth is given up because there isno choice--besides age has its benefits not realiized or
undetsinod by youth. But operas that 1 1bsed? Wiiyydiolicbihossadareeminrwitiitt hieeMilersieg e 5t
Figang?1t wasanomynfiidssh ppens-o nea Sinssidovas sarppoid att-ththbivasd o stibrowaseritit
was one of the first camplete opera albums Laapiined abongwitthan LFGFPhzas snginy
Mezat arias. Also, | remember hearing Figame imttweealy NMéetHnesboatss. THeen tHemeciss bive
experience with ny daughter, our first child. Lussatittosing pihresesant|aniestom Migardoo
her when she was a baby and ayoung child, under a variety of situations; to soothe her, amuse
her, walk her, etc. “Nion piu andrai,” " Aprite un po* quead caedii™ and“Ssewud Hadlbare,” 2l im
fractured Italian molxed with Emglish, 1 sang to her, That noust be it 1 heweweary peassorzdl
associations wrapped up in the opera Marriageof Figanowiidh, esntiaabibiet] i mtHeccomttosttodf itss
marvelous fusic by one of the greatest composars of all times, meke it the opera I caaritt gimee
up. Wihat are your chioices and yourr reasons for sticking to them?

Fpuay-itee, gentle morial sing again:
(Shakespeare, A MidieummeerAiditts PrasnAAA 1§ 144444545)

The Vienna Philharmonic Sound

Tarrence Rafferty, im tine Mow Yookleeroff Ly 1561990 mapstisoabhs+ helsecamecvisest
the fact that the instruments used by the players of the Vianna Philhasmonic and Vienna Stste
Gieara Girctnestra (the personnel are the sane) are diffarant from those wssd im etfiner mgjar
orchestras. 1 have run across this information elsewhere. The Vianna horns, woodwinds,
sirings snd percussion have distinctive physical properties. Far exanple, the Vienna
kettledrums are capped with gostskin rather than the calfskin or plastic memfhranes used
elsewhere. The Vianna violins are buiit to diffarant patterns that yield a swecter and rounder
tone than the Italian style violins. The cboesdiffar in bore, bodly and key system resulting in a
diffarean tinbre from the generally used French oboes. The VianmaF-horns diffear in
cansiruction, using piston rather than rotary valves. The cbhoesand horns mey be harder to
caintrol and less reliable than instruments used in other orchestras, "but they make more
beautiful sounds," Refferty failsto noention this, but it is niy understanding that the VPO
Instruments are kept In the performance hall and are not taken outside by the players. Thus,
they are not subjected to changes in teniperature or humidity in storage and transport
between camcerts. Wiinst is done when the orchestra goeson tour 1 hewemwittien Huttas
Raffarty puts it, “Flayers, instruments and style are mstched.”

The following was proviided by two of our active Supers, Hiclen Hiansleigh-Wienger and Howerd
Wéanger:

Even on a Geweric Tour, You can Cetich Some Qperal

Since camprehending Sarbo-Ciraetian is not our forte, we hadn't the slimmest idea what the
program in Zagyeb stated about Aidér The small, opulently Baroque opera house wias about
ninety percent full. Gur fromt balcony sests afforded asypar view of orilliznt, seni-aisstant
scenery and stunning costunies. In that cozy interior, rich voices soared. Radiames, however,
got tinny sounding on a few high notes in the first of his arias. Qldisr opera buffswearne diressad|
formally and well, while the young Yugesdevians were garbed casually. The somewiinet
restrained applause was held until the end of the acts when the singers took their bows. It was



an exciting and pleasurable experience and fun to watch the aniimated crowd having ample
refreshments between acts. (ar tickets cost the huge sum of $2.65!

The Grand Histiel in Ezst Berlin made a substantial profit en our tickets to DeriFliegende
Haollarder . W/pgid 8 3B0azdch- thihewodd chick ey yhiéa & ¥eeS<Baranamardk Soirohitehsifit fini n
currency was imminent, and no ane wanted to get caught with quantities of less valuable Exst
Garmen money. At the divor of the Reutsdhe Siaetanper Barlin (only ashort walk from aur
hotel) the tickets were %5, but unavailable asthere was a full house. Thisfamousqperahose
was not arnate on the exterior but quite elegant inside. Gur usual US.mediharegpattandithiee
dirab clathes warn by Ezst Borlimers were totally inaccurate. Yau could not have distimguished
this audience from ane at Handier by their dress. The performance was electrifyi
majestic swelling of eloguent voices, adeguate acting and exciting sets (especially the
enormous criimson sails of the phaniiom ship) were wandtarful. A ey, ddovatatiaudit
to the pleasure.

In Prague we noticed in the paper that Dondz enany wasbbmgoppeféomedcitbone bttibe
lesser opera houses. By this near-the-end stop, 1 weas ttigmead! oot Hutt Hdorazd Hooundiatiofff tto
take the subway to a nodiest Baroque edifice, Hedoad im line, hut tihe Lest dicket wassudid] tottie
lady befare him. A (Zzethmaanaiaout Héowuad|ssageometnaard wet Hapeensatlaantli rwitket)
Hiowerd to go with him. He refused any naney because he was glad to have the chance to
practice his Emglish. Hewiasasetired ladiricHd anginesr and acdlo glayar. Thesein tne
audience who had not purchased a program (including Howierd and his new friend) were
surprsed when the overture to the nussic started. A llasiminutedhange indl Hrean mashie-the
opera was Figarove Suatacant] aut Dartcs vavamnii\

Weatiant wadianty tosuntleinioany gpetawien wetravel. Addzatingfbitioppeidan
Thilisi (of which we undeiSwed not a whit), W Trovatere by aGarnen compeny in Sefia(no af
conditioning and the singer in heavy velvets) and Masiamrtieriiyii Mdssowhava: gsattad
precious mennsxies and, in retrospect, have become the highlights of our travels.

Notes, Announcements, Misinllsny

The Music Lilrary wiil need help again to move books around sonietime in the next few
weeks. If you would like to offar your sssstance, el Jooan Felaonar 2t R85-3086.

The spring and summer Srike Party committees want to thank everyone for their
willingness to provide food for both these parties. Alsy, thanks to Heanore Bowars and her
crgw for taking care of the food once it arnived and to Ciuick Swanson far providing the
refrigerator.

The Patluck Supper held between the two performance dstesof the summer opera wasa grest
success. It was gratifying to see so many who were participating in the Poatluck far the first
time. Wewisth toexfiressonr aourecatian totihe e mandtsfiar thewssed tisir hamefiar thiss
party.

Vadumteers will be needed to assist with the Qjpara Thester performance of Qpal @animguip
soon. Superswill be hearing mare on this shortly.
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