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RENINDER: Next schedulled meeting is Mbnday, June 9, 1986, 7 p.m. in the lounge of the
Musie Building.

LETTER FROMI THE EDITCR:

If the newsletter fails to reach you before the meeting of June 9th, it willl be the
faullt of your editor who appatrently suffeted mote of a lLet-down and Loss of enetgy
following BQRIS than he let on, all things considered. But now is the time to take on
new challenges and find new sources of energy, not only for the produection of MADANE
BUTTERFLY but for the future of GCpera Supets and Gpera Theatet. Considetring the
finaneial bind facing the School of Musiie and perforning arts units Aot ineluded in the
Hanehetr Citecle umbrellla (changes in Arts Centet Ffund drive polieies), devellopiing
sources for support for opeta and othet Schooll of Misiie aetiviities nay beeone one of
our greatest needs. What has to be done and how we can hellp remains to be wotked out
and willl be deternined in the future.

Thete is something you can do now, as a favor to youtr editor if not for youtsellves. [
have Llearned from a reliablle source that KSUL-FM is considering dropping the weeklly
ptogtam "The Voecal Scene.® To those of you not acquainted with it by name ok
teputation, this 1is George Jellinek's one hout progtam presenting one of the finest
anthokogies of serious voecal misie, opera and lLieder ever colleeted from recordings.

Periodicallly he included interviews with artists. He covers recordings from the
earliest ones ever made to the curtrent, and offers gems that are eiithet out-of-print ot
never before released. The "Vocall Scene™ has been on KSUL for years on Saturdays

during the hour preceding the Met GQpera or Saturday atternoon opera broadeasts.
Letting the program go woulld be a grievous loss. What can you do? Wtite to KSUL-FN),
Towa City, L[A 52242 and ask that they retaiin the program or replace it with something
comparablle.. The "Vocal Scene™ is still on Saturdays. If you haven't listened to it
yet, do so over the summer. If you have heard the program, you know its quality and
what I nean by sufferiing its loss. Either way, please write KSUL now. Bit-by-bit our
musiiec soulls atre beling nibblled away, and I don"t Like it. Is it that we get so used to
haviing free ot Low cost (to us) "entertainments"™ here that we forget that there are
costs? I know that KSUL needs funds. Unlike KUNI-FM whiech also needs funds, our
university PBS station acts as if it is demeaning to have a fund drive over the air and
woulld instead allow something wvalluablie to slip away. It is time to be open and honest
with the consumfier. How about out free University Symphony concerts, faculty reciitals,
the Stradivari Quartet, the Opetra Theater Wérkshop perforfiances, ete.? I remind you
that these ventures are not cost-free, nor are they adequatelly subsidized by the regent
controlied state funds. Think about these fatters and ask yoursellves what you woulld be
wilhing to do to ensute the sutrvival of sueh endeavers. Wéulld you putehase tickets to
attend the perfFornances we fow get free?

I have allowed myself to get carried away, but I dlo not zpologize. These matters have

been on mny mind and I want to share them with you. I wellcome your reactiions and
comments..



TANAKL MIURA, the first Japanese-born soprano to make an internationall careet (diebut in
1909) fiest sang Cio-Cio San in the U.S. in 1915. As an aside, Miura formed the

Salmaggi ot MNanhattan GQpera Company after singing wiith the San Carllo Company for a
nunber of years.

EARLIER BUTTERFLIES

The story of NMadame Butterflly by John Luther Long that was used by Daviid Bellaseo for
hiis play first appeared in the Century Magaziine in 1897. 1In part it was based oh a
true incident tepotted to Long by his sister, the wife of a missionatry stationed if
Nagasakii and in part on Piere Lot"s Madame Chrysantheme (1887). The latter had altready
been tutned into a Light opeta by Andre Messaget and fitst presented at the openifig of
the Theattre-Lytique de La Renaissance Pariis on January 30, 1893.

CALLAS AND BUTTERFLY

MARIA CALLAS made her Ametrican debut as Cio-Cieo San in Chiecagoe in 1955. This was
preceded by the issuing of a recording of her doing TOSCA with Di Stefanoe and CGobbi
whiich bought her great acelaifn. This albumm, in fy view, is one of the greatest of alh
TOSCA tecordings, and has been "remastered.™ 1 have the olld ene. Earlier in 1946,
Edward Johnsen, the generall manager of the Metropellitan Opeta Had invited €alhas te
sing WMadafia Butterfly, but she tutned hiifo down, as the steey goes, because she Eeared
she was toe Hheavy to sing €io-Cie Sen enstage. She alse tufned Him dewA £er FIDELLO
beeause she did net want te sifig it in Enghish.

JOSE CARRERAS, the tenot, mrade his debut as Pinkerten in 1972 with the New York City
Opera. Refertiing to the NEW YORK CITY OPERA, do you khnew when and who fermed the
conpany? It was founded by the then mayor of New York, FIORELLO LAGUARDIA and the
presiident of the New York City Counciill, NEWBOLD MORRIS, on Februaky 1, 1944.

I have no idea how nany fanous sopranos nade their debut im the title role im WADKWE
BUTTERFLY. How fiafly €an you cofe up with?

NADANE BUTTERFLY QUIZ

I had pronised & Quiz Comtest for this isswe. 1 hope that nere of youw will take up the
challlenge and submit entties. Thete will be prizes. What, I have not deeided yet, but
trust ne. The priizes willl be woeth yout effort and willl please you. To be eligiblle
you st be a readet of the Opeta Supets of fowa City Newsletter (i.e. on out faiiling
list), but net a member oF the Musie faeulty, singing in the east of BUTTERFLY. ok
invelved in any offiieial funetien efF the BUTTERFLY ptoduetien that tequikes you to be
using the Llibrette oF the opeta. The gquestions are deriived frem the Librettes using
the full texts et the 1904, 1906 and 1907 vetsiens! (That is just te impress yeu. The
guestiions are sinple eneugh te be answered frem the new standard 1907 vetsion.) The
winner wilh be the first persed te answer alh gquestiiens eetreecthy or wheever 66fies
elesest te the eertect answers. The runher-up wilh alse reeeiive a petize.

Quiiz Questions on back.



NADANE BUTTERFLY QUIZ

#1. What district of Nagasaki is Cio-Cie San fron?

#2. What name does Cio-Cio San"s baby have and what is it to be change te under
what eircunsdanees ?

#3. How many relatives of Cio-Cie San attended the wedding cerefbny?
How many can you identify as to the natute of telationship?
#4. \What is the name of Pinkertom's ship?

Maill yout answees to the editotr before July 21.

INPORTANT DATES

MADANE BUTTERFLY performance dates: Jully 25 at 8 p.m. and Jjuly 27 at 8 p.m.
Next QGpera Supers Meeting: June 9 at 7 p.m, Musie Building teunge

CORTACT PEOPLE

Nbna Shaw, Publlie Rellations Coordinatet, Scheel of Musie, 353-5626
Arthur Cantet, Newsletter Editor, 338-1217

Miriam Canter, Hbspitallity Velunteetrs, 338-1217

Nary Wall, Scenery Volunteers, 338-2618

shitley Hartison, Costume Velunteers, 337-5729

The University of lowa
Scitmap/ of Mugiie
lowa City, lowa 52242

The fiiiasity of lowa Schoel ofMusiic Frreseats

Arthur and Miviam €3Rbey
30 Brookfiield Pf.

Toua City, TA 52248



NADANE BUTTERFLY QUIZ

#1. What district of Nagasaki is Cio-Cie San fron?

#2. What name does Cio-Cio San's baby have and what is it te be ehange t6 under
what cirecuinstances?

#3. How many relatives of Cio-Cio San attended the wedding cetrefbny?

How many can you identify as to the natute of relationshiip?

#4. What is the name of Pinketton"'s shiip?

Maill yout answers to the editot befere July 21.

I'NPORTANT DATES

NADANE BUTTERFLY performance dates: Jully 25 at 8 p.m. and Jully 27 at 3 p.m.

Next Qpera Supers Neetiing: June 9 at 7 p.m., Musie Building Lounge

CONTACT PEGPLE

Mbna Shaw, Publlie Rellations Coordinatet, Secheel of Misie, 353-5626
Arthur Cantet, Newsletter Editor, 338-1217

Miriam Canter, Hbspitallity Velunteets, 388-1217
Mary Wall, Scenery Volunteers, 338-2618
Shiirlley Hatrison, Costume Volunteers, 337-5729

The University of lowa
Scimd/ of Mugie
lowa City, lowa 52242

The “Wmiiversity of lowa School of Msie Freseqis

i Giacomo Puceini's

eDidadtaume AButter f 1y~

<University Symphony Orchestra conducted by Mishae! Lamkin
“Beaumont Glass, stage director

Arthur and Mirdiam €3RteL
30 Brookfielid Br.

v THEATER Toma City, [A 52248
Tulyr 25 8pm

. Julyy 27 3pm
RPANCHER SUDITOR 187V

9For tickets phone 363:6255 er
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