Oper a Super s of Iowa Qity NEWSLETTER

Voll. I, No. 1, NOVENBER 1985 Editor: Arthur Canter 338-1217
30 Brookfielld Dr. Iowa City, IA 52240

RENINDER: Next schedulled neeting of the Qpera Supers is Mbnday, Decembetr 16,
1985, at 7:00 p.m. in the Lounge, Musie Building.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Mbst of you know fie, if not by name, by fmy appeatance at various nusiec events,
support groups, or reputation. As a long time faculty nenber and resident of
Iowa City who has been ifivelved in the arts as consuiter, supporter and amateur
musiieollogist, I decided to vollunteer to act as editor of the newsletter, the
first edition of whieh you have in your hand. Bear with ne, and hellp me nmke
this ventute succeed.

There are a nunber of functions the newsletter can perform. It can contain
the minutes of mneetings of the Qpera Supers, report activities that involve
the Supers or that may require theiir participation, inform the Supers of needs
the Schooll of Musiie Qpera Theater has that can be met by the group, and serve
as a channell of comminication between the Supers and the academic and
professionall staff of the Qpera Theater. Personally, I would like to use the
newslletter allso as a vehieclle to inform lLocall opera fans about operatic and
related events that nmy be of interest to them, but not Listed in the local

papers.. Vhatever it contains, the newsletter will have vallue to you only to
the extent that it neets youtr needs and provides a wellconed service. You
welleone it by reading it. If you faiill to discriiminate the Qpera Supers

Newslletter from the pllethora of announcenents, advisories, "junk mail™ and
advertisenents that nost of you get and throw untread into the wastebasket then
you faill us ot we have failed you in some way we"ll never know. I woulld Like
to know the fate of the discarded newslettet, whether discarded by a neglect
te read, a habituall tess-inte wastebasket of all fiineo natetriials, disinterest,
er tejeetion after teading. -However, if you feel uninforned about neeting
times, events or oppertunities offered to Supers after having discarded the
newslletiter witheut reading it, expeet ne sympathy fromn fie. Conpllaints in that
eentext enlly serve te diseeurage attefipts te ereate a valluablle and funetioning
suppert greup fer Opera Theater.

Read the newsllettet.. Criticize it, but pgive me feedback to correct or
redirect it. MNake suggestions. Supply me with materiall that you woulld Like
to have included. Shoulld the newslletttter have a titlle or name uniquely its

own? My hone address and phone are contained in the masthead above. [
wellcone all contributions and suggestiions.

REPORT ON MEETING QF OCTOBER 28. 1985

On this particullar Nonday evening, the ©Opera Supers held their
"reorganizational" meetiing under the directiion of Nona Shaw, Publlic Relations
Coordinator for the School of Nusiic. About 20 members of the Supers attended,
but a number of others had indicated their desires te remain aetive as members
even though unablle to attend the meeting.
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Report Continued:

The focus for the reviivall of the Supers is the presentation of BORLIS GIDUNQV,
with Simon Estes in the titlle role, by the University Opera Theater scheduled
for three performances, April 25, 26, 27, 1986; at 7:00 p.m. in Hancher.

Ms. Shaw introduced nenbers of the faculty: -amd staff involved in the
production. Each spoke to the group of the background of the presentation
and/ot roles in these matters and the possiiblle ways the Supers may contribute
their services.

Marillyn Somville, Director of the Schooll of Music related the variety of
events that take pllace in conjunction with the opera"s presentation. Beaumont
Glass, Ditectot of the Qpera Theater, gave us a capsulle viiew of the background
of the opera, its composer and Simon Estes our Boris-teo-be. He provided
menbers with an "Opera Supers Informatiionall Packet™ entitled BORIS GODUNOV,
Reseateh and Educationall Aspeets. He also indicated how the Supers could help
with the produetion beth generallly and specificallly. Larry Eekholt, direetor
of arts fundraising fot the Lowa Foundatiion, gave the group an account of the
eost faetors for the perftornmnce including fees for Mk. Estes appearances.
Constidetiing the faet that Nk. Estes willl be present for rehearsals, mastetr
classes and sing thtee nights, we are indeed getting a bargain and are most
fertunate te be ablle te do s6. Larry alse gave a summary of the histery and
develleprient ef the plans fer this event whieh statted severall yeatrs age.
Margaret Wenk, BORIS Desiigner presented a variety of ways the Supeis ean hellp
in eostume eenstruetion, stageeraft, seenety, props, ete. An exanplle is eall
fer ‘'beard mmkets." Instruetions for any of these endeavers willl be given te
Supers whe vellunteer theitr serviees. Eleanore Bowets, in chatge of €eostuiling,
deseriibed the types of eestumes that have te be eteated. Joha Halll, Acrts
Ceriter Relations Direetok, suimmarized the types of publlieity and marketing
proecedures that willll be fefllewed and the ways that Supers fiay assist.

Mbna Shaw sought vollunteers from among those present to serve as chairpersons
for the severall functionall groupings she has formulated. The members were
encouraged to filll out the sheets indicatiing the functions or serviices they
were willing to perform. The Commiittese Vollunteer Chairpersoms are listed at
the end of this report.

Anong the suggestions, recommendatiiomns and matters of concern raised by Supers
present at the meeting were:

1. The need to improve pre-performance publicity.

2. How to get the Press Citizen committed to such publicity.

3. How to get more interest in and attendance from students in opera
theater productions.. Prof. Glass was especiiallly concerned about this
perenniall problem.

4. Ways of educating schooll children about opera and arousing their
interest in the same, especiallly children in Iowa City Public Schools.

9. Partiies should be planned to introduce the publlic to BCRIS.

6. Hold a party for the entiire cast after the last performance.

The meetiing was adjjourned wiith everybody enthusiastic and eager to get going.
Some of the malles present, including mysellf, signed up to be Super "supers" to
wear costumes and beards for the crowd scenes in BORIS.



AREAS QF ACTIVITIES FOR SUPERS AND WHOM TO CONTACT
(See Chairpetrsons bel ow)

ACTIVLTY ACTIVITY ADVEISOR
1. Costumes Eleanore Bowets
2. Scenery Nargaret Wenk
3. Rehearsall and Production Beaunmont Glass
a. prompters Kinm Jullian, Assistant

b. "supet™ roles

Public Rellations and Special Projjeets Mbna Shaw, School of Musie

a. hosting parties Neg Sump, assistant

b. helping with parties Larry Eckholt, UL Feundatien

c. telephoniing John Halll, Arts Centetr Rellations
d. folding and distributing posteks,

brochures and mailings
e. contacting locall business and
serviice clubs

COMMLTTEE CHAIRPERSONS ELECTED AT MEETING

Scenery: Mary Wall 1658 Ridge Road, ILowa City, LA 52240
hone: 338-2618 offiee: 338-0581 ext. 562

Costunmes : Shirley Harrison 350 Magowan Ave., Iowa City, LA 52240
337-5729

Partiies: Miriam Cantet 30 Brookfielld Dr., Towa City, L[A 52240
338-1217

Reveretrer;  AFThur Ganter 30 Broskfierd Br-, Towa &Fy; T4 223548

S _an

Need peoplle to fold and labell BORILS nmilings. Anyone interested can e€entact
Mbna Shaw at 353-5626.

Need someone to chait telephoning committee.

Gther needs: a menbership person to keep track of the names, addresses and
interests of our active menmbers; a secretary to keep minutes at the ieetings
(Your editor cannot do this, too.); someone to accept responsibillity fotr
arranging entertainsent (Yes, that's right.) and refreshmeats for the
meetings of the Supers.

The Supets willll meet as a group about once every six weeks or as feeded.
The Supers are invited to a reception for Simon Estes on Aprill 26, 1986, after

the petfornmance, sponsored by the UL Foundation. Note this on your calendat.
Detaiillls in a Later neusletter.
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As indicated on the heading of the newslletter: The next neeting of the Supets
is schedulled for Mbnday, December 16th at 7:00 p.m. in the Lounge of the Musie
Bui L ding..

A BORLS GODUNOV QUIZ

The first person to send fie the correet answers becones eligible for a priize
of the editor's choosiing. Neatness will not eount, but additionall comments
and hellpfull suggestions for the newsfettet will settle ties.

Thete wete three crifies committed in BORILS GODUNOV (based on the lLaws of
the time). The first was the mitder of the Czarevitch Dimitri arranged byy
Boriis. What wetre the other two?

Wo was the fiirst Ameriican to sing BORIS at the Bollshoii? Which version did
he sing?

WS Was fhe HBFeEFLst for BORS COPUNOY Fhe Spera’
N SCEHEARERDS

The Opera Departnent of the School of Musie needs good copiies of viideo tapes
of the Mbnteverdi operas first shown on TV severall years ago. Lf anyone has
one or nmore for loan to the department, pllease eontaet Beaumont Glass.

Does anyone have a tape of the Shostakovieh orchestration of BAQRIS to loan
your editor? (#udio tape is fieant here.)

Prof. Sonmville is offering a special prize to anyone who brings 10 peoplle to
BORIS who have nevet seen an opera before.
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