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Letter from the Editor

The newsletter is off to a Llate start. Usuallly the first issue
is in the falll, whem classes begiin. Last summer''s floodimg and
its aftermatthh took its tolll not onlly of the Wniversity"s
buildings, classes, functions and schedulles but allse of your
Editotr''s energy and commitments.. I have reviewed my physical
status, personall feelings, motivations, goals, etc. —sodrtt of

a self-searching, self-directed psychologiicall analysis, without
Prozac.. Despiite alll the positive reinforcememtts I get from doing
Entt"Actte,, I feell that it is time I turhm the responsibiliity

fer this newslletter over te someone ellse. In the nefxt meeting,
whiich may take place befotre you receiive this issue, the matter
willll be placed on the agenda.

The summenr opera, The Jacobiin, was an artistiec success despite
the handicaps and Llimitations imposed by the flood.. Too bad
the videotape (played over the Locall access cablle channel) does
not match the quallitty of the performamnce but it too was done
under very limitimg conditioms.. We camn regard the recording
as haviing "archival" value and thus give it a place in our
collections.
The spriing opera for 1994 willll be Massenett''s Herodiade, a rarely
performed work that is unlikelly to be reviwed in fulll staging
by any professiomall compamy for a number of reasomns that may
become evident as backgroumd informatiom aboutt the opera is
presentted in Entr"Actte.. I certaiinlly hope Professor Glass does
not get a camell for his productiom.. As a supernumetary, I don"t
mind beiing on stage with a hotse, mulle, donkey, goat, dog, cat,
or Lamb. I like chiildren,, even those promptted to kiick me as
part of a perfornmance.. But I do draw the line at camels.

——— Arthur Canter

Reportt of Activities

The Jully meetimg of the Supers had to be cancelllled because
of the floodimng of Clapp Hall. They were able to holld their
meetings on September 27, October 19 and November 29. . The
potlluck originallly planned for August 7th was postpomed to
October 23d where it took place at the home of Don Wandyke.

Patriick Nefzger was the officiall photographer for the
contingemtt of Dvorak familly and associiates both in this country
and on theiir returm to Europe during summer and fallll of 1993.
The group attended the lLocall productiom of The Jacobin.

Many Supers attended the beneffiitt reciitall by pianist Daniel
Shapiro (to hellp defray flood damage costs) givem on @ctober
31lst.
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The Clapp Hallll Green Room was finalllly made presentablle and
decoratted by the Uniiversiitty after alll and was viistited by the
Supers during their Novenber meeting. Additionall fwrmishings,
posters and pictures willll be added by Supers.

Ruth Muir and Hellen Wenger have assumed respomsibilities
for arrangimg for the refreshmemntts follllowing Supers meetings.
Alll contriibutiions have been emjoyed.

The Opera Theater presentted the weorld premiere of Jiri
Labourda''s one act opera, Red Tape and Rivall Divas alleag with
a performance of Mbzart's Impressario in the Qpera Studie on
Sunday, October 17. The wetks wete welll reeceived by an SRO
audience.. There allso was a fullll house audienee fer the Opera
Workshop Class Reeiitall en Deeenider 5th. The attending Supers
were fMost appreeiative 6f the student perfermances and hefd
a receptiion in the Musiie Buillding Leunge fellewing the recital.

The Spring 1994 opera, Masseneit''s Herodiade, is to be done
in two acts in an Engllish transllatiom by Beaunont Glass.

The Summer 1994 opeta willll feature twe Pureellll works: Saull and
the Witch of Endor and Dido and Aeneas.. The sunmer operas wWwill
take place in Clapp Halll (assuniimg he repeat of the floods)

as Hancher is to finallly undetrgo refwrbishing.

Supers attendiimg the meetiings leatrned about the latest
accomplishmentts of former students, including Michelle Crider,
Kerri Burkhardt, Kinm Julliam and Wayne MNeuwzil.

Duriing the meetings a number of issues were discussed having
to do with future methods of supportimg studemt benefit recitals,
financiiall resppassbblityy, amddrodbessinnthbesemanttessthaat thide
Supers can take on behallff of the group or as imdividuals.

Notes and Comments On Herodiade
Gustave Flaubert''s noveletttte Herodias (1877) was the source
for the libretto of Herodiade writtem by Milliet and &remont.
The titlle difference has significamce in that Herodiade should
refer to the daughter of Herodias, Salome, an issue in the plot.
However the names are oftem inapproptriattelly interchamged in
transcriptions of the libretto. Massenett completted the opera
in 1881. The stotry diffets from that used by Richard Strauss
in his opeta based on Oscar Willde's 1893 tragedy, Saleone. In
the Massenelt opera, Joha the Baptist admits hiis love for Salowe,
who stabs heksellff after the jealloeus Hered has had hiim killed.
Massenet''s opera had its premiere on December 19, 1881
at the Theatre de la Monnaiie,, Brussells. It was produced in Paris
at the Theatre Italliem on February 1, 1884, with Jeanm and Eduard
de Reszke, Maurell, Tremelllli and Devries in the cast. The Paris
productiom was notewontthy as it featured Jean de Reske as a
tenor. Priior to this De Reske sang as a baritome but was urged
to study as a tenor by hiis brother,, the famous Pollish bass
Eduard.. Jean had littlle success earlier as a tenor in the
titlle rolle of Meyetrbeer''s Robetit le Diablle. Despiite this, Wictor
Maurell, the welll known French baritone, persuaded Jean to sing
the tenor role of Johm the Baptist for the Pariis production
of Hetodiade.. The performance was so successffwll that it
inspired Massenett to complete his opera Le Cid for Jeam De Reske
to sing the title rolle. Jean De Reske subsequentlly became famous
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as a "heldentenor"™ and sang at the Metropolliitam Opera from 1891
to 1901 in a number of Wagneriam roles. Herodiade disappeared
from the Paris stage untill reviwed at the Theatre de la Gaite
in 1903 wiith Emmma Callve as Salome.. The first Londom production
was in 1904 under the titlle Salome, with Calve, Louise Kirkby
Lunn,, Charles Dallmotres and Mautice Renawd in the cast. These
are names that were famous in the Goldem Age off Opera at the
turn of the century,. in opera. The Londem productiom had the
Localle of the opera changed to Ethiiopia on orders of the British
censor.

The first Americam productiom was at the New QOrleans @pera
in 1892. Later it was produced by Oscar Hammersteim for the
Manhattam Opeta House, in New York, on November 8, 1909, with
Lina Cavalliierii featured as the Sallome.. Dalmotres sang the role
of Johm the Baptist, and Renaud was Herod. The opetra was
revived fotr a perfoirmamnce in Febtruary 1914 by the then existing
Phiiladellphia-Chiicag® Opeta Company which setved both cities
from 1910-1915. As far as I have been ablle to determine,
Massenet''s Herodiade was never put o6n by the Metropellitam Opera.

Many of the Supers willll be familliar with at Lleast two of
the arias from the opera: Sallome's (soprano) ariia from Act
I :"Hee iiss kkinnld, hke iiss ggodd" ([0l eext ddakk, iill eext bban)..
Herod's (baritone) ariia in Aet IL, Scene 1 : "Fleetkiimg wvision"
(Vision fugiitive). Thetre is an artia that has beemn popular
with bass singers: Phanuell's ariia, in Aet ILIL, Scene 1, "Oh
Shiniing Stars™. (The forgoimg locations are in the original
mullti-actt version). How many times have you heard Salome's
and Herod's ariias sung in competitions and workshops ? One
of my prize possessions is "Visiom Fugitive" sung by Robert
Merriillll on a 78 rpm dise (since transfferred to tape).

Despiite the beauty of hiis music,, Massenett''s operas, with
the possiblle exceptiom of Werther, have not been helld in high
favor by opera affiicionades in Engllamd and in America.. The
attitudes expressed by David Groover and C.C. Conner in their
irreveremtt book Skeletons from the Opera Closeit (1986) are
typicall:: "Pick one (any act by Massenet), any one, in any order,
it doesn''t matter. They alll sound the same, and somebody"s
going to die at the end,....Thais loves Le Cid, who is having
an affair with Sapho, the illegitimate daughter of Weérther,
who is, in disguise, Le Roii de Lahote, whose second couwsins,
Esclatmonde and Hetodiade, have eloped with Le Jonglewr de Notre
Dame. Listenimg to such sweet musiic fotr over three houts is
hazardous to ofie's heallth." (That fis a list that covers all
the recordings of NMassemnett operas, except fotr Sapho, that I
own !'-——Ed.,)

Ethan Mordem wriites in Opetra Anecdotes (1985): MJules
Massenett stands out in thiis compamy of composers for his
subserviience as an artiistt and unctuous politesse as a man.
Then , referriimg to a Massemett Revivall suppotited by Bonynge
and Sutherlland: " .. today's criitics are as irritatted by the
tevivalls as those of Massenet''s time wetre enchanted whem the
opetras wetre new." Motrdem goes on further to quote Leon Daudet"s
impressiom of Massenett operatimg "on the principle that people
love sweets and must be filllled with sugar to the burstiimg point".
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Apparenttlly the Brussells prenmiiere of Herodiade saw trainleads
of Pariisians attendiimg the eventr whe upem thelikr debarkimg in
Brussells wetre chantiing "Dewn with Vaueeurbeiill ™ (he was khe
director of the Pariis Opera who had refused te put 6n Messenet's
versiom of the Sallome stery). When the groups returned te Parisg
they matrched frem the traiin statiem inte the eity humm&agw en
masse, "Il est deux"™ and "Visiem fugitive™. Glerifying the
Biblicall scandall of Saleme had its preblems in being passed
by censors or aecceptted by Chuteh-suppoerited autherities A8t &AL
for Massemeit but allse fer Riehard Strauss whel he eafme out Wit
hiis opetatiie versiom in 1905.

Not eworrithy

The Opera Theater Costume Shep recentlly rented out Kimm
Julian's Escamillio costume to Opeta Northerm Itelland fer his
Bellfastt appearance in that rolle. Kimm had asked ONI te de this,
for the costume they were te provide him was "atrecious™.
He has deciided to follllow this procedure wherever he dees
Escamillio. The shop also met a request fetr renting oeut 18th
century undetrwear (corsets, ete.) te the Ring Theater iR
Sarasota, Florida. Whe knows, they fay be asked te frent out
my "oboe", Mell Sunshiine's "elatrinet", and our §eErvanic €OStuUHBS!
Greatt work, Costume Shep, you deseirve the recognitien.

The Univetsity of lowa
Schooh! of Msic
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