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Introduction The Challenges of Encoding Periodical Fiction: Walt Whitman’s “The Tomb-Blossoms
Walt Whitman is prlmarlly known as the author of Leaves Of Grass. e — —ss—> <milestone "undeclared" "horbar-short-center"/>
However, from 1841 to 1848, when he was in his twenties, he 84
. . . . head ! ter” "man thorial”">THE TOMB-BLOSSOMS.</head
published approximately 24 short stories and 1 temperance novel in praepy <AC4 RS PSSR o eSS
New York periodicals—newspapers and magazines. THE TOMB-BLOSSOMS. _823 <byline>BY WALTER WHITMAN.</byline>
88
. o . . . e . BY WALTER WHITMAN. 89~ <divl "story" "tombblossoms">
Literary critics and biographers have long believed Whitman’s fiction
was “pretty terrible” and, therefore, unpopular. But the stories were A PLEASANT, fair-sized country village,—a village embosomed ~ el <p>A<hl ‘SMALECApS APLERSINE SN, ALP SiZed Country VikLoge VL g o onied TN Lress;
_ . . . o inktroes twithitoldichunchcs ot i e Al ae ey bl 92 with old churches, <hi "1talics">one</hi> tavern, kept by a respectable widow long, single-storied
widely circulated and often reprinted in 19th-century periodicals. o io I g ,f b 2 b 1 Y SEESPCCUHDLC 93 farm-houses, their roofs mossy, and their chimneys smoke black a village with much grass and shrubbery,
e ,h. ng, sing e-s: orie arm- Ol.Jses, t e.lr roofs mossy, and 94 and no mortar, nor bricks, nor pavements, nor gas no <hi "1talics">newness :</hi> that 1s the place
] ] ] ] ] their chimneys smoke black, —.a Vlllage with muech grass, and 95 for him who wishes life in its flavor and its bloom. Until of late, my residence has been in such a place.</p>
Usmg perlodlcal databases, | have discovered 324 reprmts of shrubbery, and no mortar, nor bricks, nor pavements, nor gas—no 96 ~ <p>Man of cities! what is there in all your boasted pleasure your fashions, parties, balls, and theatres,
Whitman’s short fiction since 2010. newness : that is the place for him who wishes life in its flavor 9 compared to the simplest of the delights we country folk enjoy? Our pure air, making the blood swell and leap
and its bloom. Until of late, my residence has been in such a 98 with buoyant health; our labor and our exercise; our freedom from the sickly vices that taint the town;
place. 99 our not being racked with notes due, or the fluctuations of prices, or the breaking of banks; our manners
% Man: iof ‘cities s what s thetentall your boasted ple 3 of sociality, expanding the heart, and reacting with a wholesome effect upon the body; can any thing,
~ = - $ asure— : .y
GO T N . : 101 which citizens possess, balance these?</p>
(/ .\3/_ your fashions, p.artles, balls, and theatres., compared to the sim- 102 i
g p!est of the dehghts we country folk enjoy 1 Our pure air, ma- 103 <pb "leaf@0@2r" "per_sb.00068_large. jpg" "recto"/>
g king the blood swell and leap with buoyant health ; our labor and 104
n P, our exercise ; our freedom from the sickly vices that taint the . 105 ~ <p>0ne Saturday, after paying a few days visit at New York, I returned to my quarters at the country 1inn.
| @ (\\22 town ; our not being racked with notes due, or the fluctuations 106 The day was hot, and my journey a disagreeable one. I had been forced to stir myself beyond comfort,
4E of piicessorithe; bropking o banbai b ons Lo ba it it 107 and <choice><orig>despatch</orig><reg>dispatch</reg></choice> my affairs quickly, for fear of being left
expanding the heart, and :eacting wit,h S ridy ;Oila LY 108 by the cars. As i1t was, I arrived panting and covered with sweat, just as they were about to start.
the body ;j—can anything which citi : : : :
Yy ‘any g citizens possess balance these ? Figure 4: Text Encoding (TEI/XML) for “The Tomb-Blossoms” in Oxygen XML Editor
Figure 2: “The Tomb-Blossoms” from the United States Magazine and Democratic Review, January 1842 Periodical Features/Challenges TEI/XML Solutions for the Pre-Leaves of Grass Fiction
©@ contributors. . . . . . . . . « e . . .
= Historical print periodicals may be illegible and/or unavailable, and digital scans can also e Titles <head rend="center" type="main-authorial”’></head>
Figure 1: This map shows the locations of all known printings and reprints of Walt be illegible and/or of low quality.  Milestones <milestone unit="“undeclared” rend=“horbar-short-center/>
Whitman’s fiction in the United States. This map was created with Viewshare. « Epigraphs <lg><I></I></Ig>
Choosing the source text for encoding projects is a difficult editorial decision. In this case, * Older Spellings <choice><orig></orig><reg></reg></choice>
My work on Whitman’s fiction became part of the basis for the | chose the original periodical printing over later, revised versions of the short fiction.  Trailers (“To be continued”) <trailer></trailer>
forthcoming NEH-Funded Whitman’s Pre-Leaves of Grass Fiction * Small Caps <hi rend=“smallcaps”></hi>
project (co-edited with Nicole Gray of the University of Nebraska- TEIl guidelines do not have a specific set of instructions for encoding short stories * lllegible Texts (damage) <supplied reason="damage" source="“xml:id”></supplied>
Lincoln) for The Walt Whitman Archive originally published in 19*"-century periodicals. But there are guidelines for prose texts * Column Headings <head rend="center" type="sub”></head>
(http://www.whitmanarchive.org/). and for structural elements that appear in periodicals.

The What and Why of TEI/XML Future Research: Encoding More Than 300 Reprints of the Short Fiction

Text encoding refers to the process of marking up a text with code in order ————————

) . . ¥ two and look sliternately at each. Th This proj n serv he foundation for The Walt Whitman Archive’s future work with the fiction and the reprin
to create a machine-readable version for display on the web. HER OFFERINGS. she would go 0 one and srrange some- S project can serve as the fou dation for The Walt Whitma Archive's future wo th the Tiction a d the reprints
thing and come back to the midway because the reprints share many of the same features as the original printings. However, they also introduce new
Why =& Poor Woman Decorasted | place, and gaze first onn the ﬂfhg and y )
il =~ 4 P > & . th the left, befors. T re I I I I - I I 1

Text encoding uses Extensible Markup Language (XML). XML is a markup © Paupers’ Graves :igenoati hzadem Tdt"c’%bﬁf,,f} °?:;{§:§, Fhallepgei, including edltorlaI”c.hanges. For”example, .The”'ljomb Blossoms” was reprinted under variant titles,
language like HTML, but XML is largely concerned with the structure of a e e o Onas s A e Thi2. ™ | could hear no noise of her footfalls; mox including “The Tomb-Flowers™ in 1881 and "Her Ofterings” in 1892.

, e‘rt;:at ?‘Vas Bf;t:anl;e "]:rax;)a‘terr:d = ] counld I see mf'abe}y enough to tel.l
text. TEl, or the Text Encoding Initiative, is an extension of XML that to a Bright Reward. | e e e e the spectecie Te L o
orovides guidelines—a standard—for marking up texts lcoPYRIGHT, 1892.1 | would possibly have thought that some | hope to create data visualizations based on the metadata | have recorded for each reprint in order to document

— - . 3 t, fair-sized 3 irit of the dead, allowed the night be- . . . . . .

| & “ilfage embosomed 1n treos, wwith oid| fore to burst its cerements and wan- trends in national and international circulation.

churches, one tavern, kept by a re- | der forth in the darikmess, had been be-
spectable widow, long, single-storied | lated in returmning, and was now per-

Encoding Whitman’s stories with TEI/XML and creating a digital scholarly | farmhouses, their roofs mossy, and | plexed to find its cofin house again. _ . . o . . _ R
L. . their chimneys smoke black, a village] Curious to know what was the wom- | would like to start my own digital humanities project in addition to writing a book on Whitman’s fiction.
edition makes them accessible, searchable, and allows for the added with grass and shrubbery, and no mor- | an’s employment, I undid the simple

. . tar, nor bricks, nor pavements, nor gas—— {is‘:'enhi\{gs of the gate, and ;vr;}l:ed O‘:eflt‘
1 o newness; that is the lace for him © ran weit grass axdc er. AS

value of annotations and a scholarly introduction. no mewness; that is the place for him| the ranlk wet grass toward her. AT

bloom. Uxntil of late, my residence has | very old inmate of the poorhouse,

been in such a place. named Delarer. Stopping a moment,

Man of cities! What is there in all while I was yet several yards from her,

your boasted pleasure—your fashions, . and befo-re she Saw mao, 1 8 .tri?d to call to

Figure 3: “The Tomb-Blossoms” reprinted as “Her Offerings” in the Rochester Daily Republican (Indiana),
October 25, 1892
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