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LOIS B. MUEHL is chairman of the Rhetoric Reading Laboratory at 
The University of Iowa. She is the author of The Hidden Years of 
Devlin Bates and other books for children, and at present she is com
pleting a volume to be entitled The Octopus Dilemma: A Journal in 
High-Risk Learning, which recounts some personal and professional 
experiences as a teacher in a southern black college.

ROBERT P. SWIERENGA is Associate Professor of History at Kent 
State University. Pioneers and Profits, his study of land speculation on 
the Iowa frontier, was published in 1968, and he has recently edited a 
volume entitled Quantification in American History: Theory and Re
search (1970).
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Gordon N. Ray, President of the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, 
will be the speaker at the seventh annual spring dinner of the Friends on April 
16, 1971. A Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and of the 
Royal Society of Literature, Dr. Ray is well known for his edition of the Letters 
and Private Papers of William Makepeace Thackeray and for his two-volume 
biography, Thackeray: The Uses of Adversity and Thackeray: The Age of Wisdom.
Life membership in the Friends is awarded to patrons whose gifts of rare books 
or financial contributions are $1,000, and to sustaining members whose annual 
contributions of $100 may become equivalent to this. Other annual memberships 
are solicited as follows: contributing memberships $25.00, regular memberships 
$5.00, student memberships $2.00. Institutions are accepted as regular members.
The sketches on the back cover are from a page of childhood drawings by 
Ruth Suckow.
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