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T h e  In d ic a to r
The University of Iowa Libraries Exhibitions Program for 1990-1991

THE AFRICAN-AM ERICAN EXPERIENCE AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF IOW A

D uring  February  a n d  M arch 1990 The U niversity  of Iow a 
Libraries p resen ted  an  exhibition  coinciding w ith  Black H isto ry  
M onth  in  February. This exhibit fea tu red  books, articles, p h o ­
tographs, an d  m em orabilia from  U niversity  collections an d  
d rew  u p o n  U niversity  A rchives for m ateria ls on  d is tingu ished  
alum ni, faculty a n d  staff m em bers, an d  cam pus associations, 
fraternities an d  sororities.

O n  February  6, 1990, M s. Betty Jean  F urgerson  p re se n ted  a 
lecture focusing on  h e r experiences in  h ig h er education , w ith  a 
reception  follow ing in  the  N o rth  Lobby of the  M ain Library. 
This exhibition w as p rep a re d  by  G race Fitzgerald , M ary M cIn ­
roy, Lucia M arino, a n d  H arlan  Sifford.

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM: THE FO U N D A TIO N  OF 
DEMOCRACY

The First A m en d m en t gu aran tees  to citizens the  rig h t of free 
access to inform ation . Tw o h u n d re d  years after the  ad o p tio n  of 
our C onstitu tion , it is ev iden t th a t th is righ t m u st constan tly  be 
reasserted  if it is to  survive be ing  regu larly  q u estio n ed  and  
challenged. Because libraries have  been  ded ica ted  to collecting 
an d  p reserv ing  all know ledge, th e  issues of ho w , an d  to  w hom , 
their collections shou ld  be m ade available have been  subjects of 
great debate. From  m id-M arch th ro u g h  M ay 1990 the  U niver­
sity Libraries exhibition will fea tu re  the  fu n d am en ta l p roclam a­
tions of in tellectual freedom  an d  will exam ine issues of censo r­
ship, book-banning , an d  access to in fo rm ation . The speaker at 
ou r annual Friends D inner on  M arch 29 will be Jud ith  K rug, 
Director of the  A m erican Library A ssociation 's  Office for In te l­
lectual F reedom . This exhibition is be ing  p rep a re d  by  M ark 
A nderson  and  D avid G regory.
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" M A N 'S" BEST FRIEND
This exhibition  for S um m er 1990 will featu re  a topic w ith  

w ide  appeal, d em o n stra tin g  the  L ibrary 's range of resources, 
such  as dogs in  art (including  po rtra its , landscapes, cartoons, 
a n d  advertising), dogs in  m y th  an d  literatu re  (including  cre­
ation  stories, ch ild ren 's  books, p o e try  an d  fiction), w orking  
dogs (hearing-ear a n d  seeing-eye dogs, search an d  rescue 
dogs, a n d  h e rd in g  dogs), a n d  the  dog  in  h istory . The exhibition 
will be p rep a re d  by  Rijn T em pleton  an d  D avid Schoonover, 
w ith  the  assistance of Grace Fitzgerald.

THE ARTIST'S BOOK: IN TO  THE NINETIES
A p h e n o m e n o n  of the  sixties an d  seventies th a t m any 

p red ic ted  w o u ld  n o t ou tlast the  decades, the  a rtis t 's  book has 
estab lished  itself as an  e n d u rin g  artistic m ed ium . D efined as 
"books p ro d u ced  by  a rtists  an d  in te n d e d  as v isual ob jects,"  the 
a rtis t 's  book  is conceived in  its en tire ty  by  the  artist; the  textual 
m atter, if any , is an  in tegral p a rt  of th is concep tion  an d  is 
generally  w ritten  or assem bled  by  the  artist. These w orks range 
from  fairly conven tional book  struc tu res  to  pieces w hich  call 
in to  question  the  very  defin ition  of a book. To be p resen ted  in 
S ep tem ber an d  O ctober of 1990, the  exhibition  will be  p repared  
by  T im othy  Shipe a n d  H arlan  Sifford.

THE POPULARITY OF POE
The U niversity  Libraries collections on  E dgar A llan Poe are 

extensive, ran g in g  from  m ultip le  ed itions, transla tions, and  
criticism  of h is w orks th ro u g h  the  m ajor scholarly  collection 
fo rm ed  by  P rofessor T hom as O. M abbott, one of the  p rim ary  
A m erican  au tho rities  on  Poe. C hoosing  from  exam ples in  art 
a n d  film as w ell as p rin t, th is exhibition  m ay  featu re  such  topics 
as "V illains a n d  Victims: the  C haracters of Poe;" "M eth o d s of 
M adness: T ortu re  in  Poe;" "Scenes of the  Crim e: Setting in 
Poe;" an d  "M om en ts of Terror: P oe 's  T radem ark ."  Judith  
M acy, Lucia M arino, an d  Rijn T em pleton  will p rep are  the 
exhibition, sch ed u led  from  N ovem ber 1990 th ro u g h  January  
1991.
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