
T h e  In d ic a to r

WILLIAM HARVEY'S DE M O TU  CORDIS
A recent gift to  The U niversity  of Iow a L ibraries' H ard in  

Library for the  H ealth  Sciences in  h o n o r of Dr. John  M artin  is 
W illiam H arvey 's  (1578-1657) Exercitatio anatomica de motu cordis 
et sanguinis in animalibus (Frankfurt: W illiam  Fitzer, 1628). This 
book is considered  to be the  m o st im p o rtan t book  ever to  be 
pub lished  in  the  h isto ry  of the  hea lth  sciences because  of the  
enorm ous im pact it h a d  on  m an 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  func­
tioning of the  h u m an  body  a n d  the  tre m en d o u s  influence it h a d  
on the deve lopm en t of m o d ern  physio logy , clinical m edicine, 
and  the  su b seq u en t rise of labora to ry  science. It w as in  th is 
w ork th a t H arvey  p re se n ted  his carefully  rea so n ed  a rg u m en ts  
tha t described  the  circulation of the  b lood.

H arvey 's  d em o n stra tio n  of th is key physiological concep t 
w as a g radua l d eve lopm en t an d  w as b ased  on  the  know ledge 
an d  contribu tions of m any  fo re runners . It w as G alen 's  (ca. 
130-ca. 200) theo ry  of circulation th a t d o m in a ted  m edical th in k ­
ing un til H arvey 's  day . G alen  believed  th a t the  b lood  ebbed  
and  flow ed w ith in  a closed arterial a n d  v en o u s system  a n d  his 
ideas w ere tau g h t a n d  accep ted  w ith in  the  scientific com m u­
nity  for over 1400 years.

Building on  the  theo ry  a n d  observations of h is p redecesso rs 
and  the  resu lts  of h is ow n  experim en ta tion  over m an y  years, 
H arvey first publicly  lec tu red  on  his ideas in  1616. H ow ever it 
w a sn 't un til tw elve years later th a t h e  p u b lish ed  th e  resu lts  of 
his w ork in  a sm all vo lum e w ritten  in  Latin. H arvey  sh o w ed  
that the  b lood flow ed in  a circle from  the  ve ins in to  the  righ t 
side of the  heart, th ro u g h  the  lungs a n d  in to  th e  left side of the  
heart, a n d  thence  in to  the  genera l circulation th ro u g h  the 
arteries. U nfo rtunately  he  lacked the  technology  to  verify  the  
existence of a capillary n e tw o rk  b u t he  p o s tu la ted  an  im aginary  
anastom osis be tw een  the  arteries a n d  veins to  m ake th e  circle
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com plete. It w as M arcello M alpighi (1628-1694) w h o  discovered 
the  capillaries in  1661 w ith  the  aid of the  new ly  inven ted  
m icroscope.

A sm all treatise  of on ly  72 pages a n d  p rin te d  on  very  poor 
p ap er, very  few  copies of De motu cordis have surv ived . Today 
there  are  on ly  58 k n o w n  copies of th is classic w ork  in  libraries 
th ro u g h o u t the  w orld .

The University of Iowa Libraries Exhibitions Program for 1989

CH RO N ICLE OF ACHIEVEM ENT: A N  EXHIBITION IN 
H O N O R  OF THE W ORLD'S W O M EN

In recognition  of In te rnationa l W om en 's  D ay on  M arch 8, 
1989, an  exhib ition  h igh ligh ting  ach ievem ents of w om en  is 
p lan n e d  for February  an d  M arch 1989. The exhibition will focus 
on  w o m en  from  m any  coun tries  w h o  have d istingu ished  
them selves in  various fields of en d eav o r a n d  have m ade 
im p o rtan t con tribu tions to the  arts  a n d  sciences.

O n  F ebruary  20, 1989, P rofessor C harlo tte  B unch, ho lder of 
the  Laurie N ew  Jersey C hair in  W om en 's  S tudies a t D ouglass 
College of R utgers, State U niversity  of N ew  Jersey, p resen ted  a 
lecture , "F em in ist P erspectives on  In te rnationa l D evelop­
m e n t,"  a t 4:00 p .m . in  S ham baugh  A ud ito rium , sponso red  by 
the  libraries a n d  the  W om en 's  S tud ies Program . A reception  
sp o n so red  by  F riends of the  U niversity  Libraries w as held  in 
the  N o rth  Lobby of the  M ain L ibrary follow ing the  lecture.

This exhibition  will include  the  follow ing au th o rs  from  the 
field of literature: M arguerite  Y ourcenar (France), Doris Less­
ing  (South  Africa), Bella A k hm adu lina  (Soviet U nion), M arga­
re t D rabble (G reat Britain), Isabel A llende (Chile), Flora N w apa 
(N igeria), L inda Ty-C asper (Philippines), M aria A nton ia  O liver 
(Spain), C hrista  W olf (G erm any), D ionne B rand (Canada), 
Dacia M araina (Italy), Torborg  N ed reaas  (N orw ay), M aryse 
C onde (G uadeloupe), a n d  Francine d u  Plessis G ray (U nited 
States).

R epresen tatives of scientific accom plishm ent will include a 
n u m b er of N obel Prize w inners: M arie C urie (Poland), G erty
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Cori (Czechoslovakia), M aria G oeppert-M eyer (G erm any), 
D orothy H odgkins (G reat Britain), a n d  R osalyn Yalow (U nited  
States). Dr. Florence R ena Sabin (U nited  S tates), first w o m an  
professor a t Johns H opk ins; C aroline H erschel (G erm any), 
early w om an  astronom er; a n d  Sonya K ovalevsky (Russia) an d  
Am alie Em m y N o e th e r (G erm any), p ro m in e n t m ath em ati­
cians, will also be included .

R epresen tatives of o th er fields w ill include  A lva M yrdal 
(Sw eden), w in n e r of the  N obel Peace Prize; Shirley C h isho lm  
(U nited States), first Black congressw om an; M aria M ontessori 
(Italy), fo u n d er of a revo lu tionary  teach ing  m ethod ; B ertha von  
S u ttner (A ustria), N obel Peace Prize w inner; H elen  B lavatsky 
(Russia), co founder of the  T heosophical Society; S im one W eil 
(France), w riter, ph ilo so p h er, a n d  m ystic; H a n n a h  A ren d t 
(G erm any), n o ted  tw en tie th -cen tu ry  p h ilo sopher; D oro thy  
D ay (U nited  States), fo u n d in g  m em ber of the  C atholic W orker 
M ovem ent; Lotte L ehm an  (G erm any), opera  star; D ervla M ur­
p h y  (Ireland), explorer a n d  traveler in  the  O rien t; a n d  N adia  
C om anece (Rom ania), first g ym nast to  achieve a perfect score 
of ten  in  the  O lym pics. This exhibition  is be ing  p re p a re d  by  
Lucia M arino, H elen  R yan, a n d  T im othy  Shipe.

THE G O LDEN AGE OF AM ERICAN RAILROADING: THE 
CIVIL W AR TO W ORLD W AR I

The go lden  age of A m erican  ra ilroad ing  w ill be  th e  subject of 
an  exhibition d u rin g  June th ro u g h  late July, fea tu rin g  railroad- 
related  item s from  the  lib rary 's  collections of m ateria ls. Exam ­
ples of railroad iana are tim etab les, a n n u a l p asses, tickets, 
com pany ru le books, tra in  o rders , a n d  d in in g  car m en u s , as 
well as books a n d  artifacts. P h o to g rap h s  w ill be u se d  ex ten­
sively to  illustrate  the  increased  size of locom otives, d ifferen t 
k inds of railroad  cars, an d  view s of depo ts . The exhib ition  is 
being p rep a red  by  Jud ith  L. M acy, M ary M cIn roy , an d  R obert 
A. M cCown.
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THE CENTEN NIAL OF FOOTBALL AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF IO W A

In  1989, The U niversity  of Iow a will celebrate 100 years of 
varsity  football. A s a p a rt  of th is celebration the  U niversity  
L ibraries are p lan n in g  an  exhibition  th is  fall in  the  N orth  Lobby 
of the  M ain  L ibrary, fea tu ring  such  h igh ligh ts as th e  origin of 
football a t The U niversity  of Iow a; the  football team s of 1920-23 
th a t cap tu red  tw o  W estern  C onference titles a n d  w o n  tw en ty  
s tra ig h t g a m e s—a reco rd  th a t still s tands; the  1939 Ironm en , 
p robab ly  still th e  m o st fam ous team  ever to  rep re sen t the 
U niversity ; the  Rose Bowl team s of 1956 a n d  1958; an d  the 
cu rren t football p ro g ram  an d  its consisten t success since the 
early  1980s.

In  telling  th is sto ry , o u ts ta n d in g  p layers such  as D uke Slater, 
N ile K innick, R andy  D uncan , a n d  C huck  Long, a n d  successful 
coaches such  as H o w ard  Jones, Dr. E ddie A nderson , Forest 
E vashevski, a n d  H ay d en  Fry will be p rom inen tly  featured . 
M ark A n d erso n  a n d  D avid  H u d so n  are p rep a rin g  th is exhibi­
tion.

FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF IOW A LIBRARIES 
TW ENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY D INN ER

O n  A pril 20, 1989, Barry M oser will deliver the  fea tu red  
a d d ress  celebrating  the  tw en ty -fifth  ann iversary  of the  Friends 
of The U n iversity  of Iow a Libraries. D uring  A pril a n d  M ay the 
library  is p re se n tin g  a m ajor d isp lay  of h is w ork  as designer, 
illustrato r, a n d  p u b lish e r of such  classics as Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland a n d  Through the Looking-Glass, Frankenstein, The 
Scarlet Letter, The Red Badge of Courage, Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn, a n d  The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. D escribed as " the 
fo rem ost w ood -en g rav er in  A m erica ,"  M oser's  accom plish­
m en ts  have  ea rn ed  h im  the  A m erican  Book A w ard  as w ell as 
m em bersh ip  in  the  N ational A cadem y of A rts a n d  Sciences. 
M oser will serve as an  Ida Beam  D istingu ished  V isiting Profes­
sor, conduc ting  a w o rk sh o p  a n d  inform al d iscussions w ith  
m em bers of th e  U niversity  com m unity . This exhibition  will be 
p rep a re d  by  D avid  Schoonover a n d  H arlan  Sifford.
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A CORRECTION: In m y article o n  "R alph  E llsw orth  an d  
The U niversity  of Iow a L ibraries" (Books at Iowa, N o. 49, N ov. 
1988) I sta ted  e rroneously  th a t Dr. E llsw orth  h o p e d  to  be 
appo in ted  d ean  of the  Liberal A rts College. H e in form s m e th a t 
he h ad  no  such  asp irations. I apologize to  h im  a n d  to  readers  of 
Books at Iowa .—Stow Persons
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