
T h e  T a m a z u n c h a le  P re ss :  
A  B ib lio g r a p h ic  C h e c k lis t

C H A R L O T T E  M. SM ITH
A fter collecting a n d  s tu d y in g  m in ia tu re  books (those less 

th a n  th ree  inches in  heigh t) for over tw en ty  years, I decided  to 
go a s tep  fu rth e r  in  th is  fascinating  p u rsu it  by  en te ring  the 
p u b lish in g  field. M y goal w as to  b ring  som e of m y favorite 
au th o rs , b o th  o ld  a n d  new , h ith e rto  u n p u b lish e d  in  m in iatu re  
book  form , to th is sm all form at. But first I w o u ld  practice by 
p u b lish in g  a piece of m y ow n  before tackling a m ajor au thor.

A n d  so T am azunchale  P ress w as b o rn  early  in  1983. In 1939 
Tom  a n d  I h a d  sp e n t one  n ig h t o n  o u r h o n ey m o o n  in  a small 
M exican village, T am azunchale , w h ich  w as n am ed , w e w ere 
to ld , for tw o  silver p rospecto rs: one  T hom as, the  o ther Charlie. 
A s th is to w n  su g g ested  o u r tw o  n am es, it seem ed  fitting  to 
b o rrow  it w ith  th e  M exican spelling  for o u r p ress.

I h a d  first seen  the  w ork  of Joh. E nschedé en  Z onen  of 
H aarlem , H o lland , p r in te rs  for over 275 years, in  som e of the 
e legan t ye t sim ple  tiny  tom es p u b lish ed  by  Achille St. O nge, 
th e  o u ts ta n d in g  m in ia tu re  book  p u b lish e r of th is cen tury , now  
deceased . Tom  an d  I m et w ith  a d e scen d an t of the  fo u n d er of 
the  E nschede firm  in  H aarlem . T hey  p rin t all th e  s tam ps and  
p a p e r  m oney  in  H o lland  as w ell as books of all sizes. A fter 
d iscussing  costs w e selected  p ap e r, lea ther, e n d  p ap ers , and  
p rin tin g  fon ts  for the  p rin tin g  an d  b in d in g  of o u r first publica­
tion , Book Interlude.

N ine m o n th s  to  a y e a r  e lapse from  the  concep tion  of a book 
un til it is com pleted  a n d  in  m y  h an d s . The selection of an 
a p p ro p ria te  story , su ite  of poem s, o r essay  is de te rm ined  by 
p e rso n a l taste  a n d  leng th . For con tem porary  w riters, copyright
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perm ission  is nego tia ted  a n d  royalties pa id . C olors a n d  tex­
tu res of lea ther for b ind ings are  chosen , a long  w ith  a p p ro p ria te  
m arbled  p ap ers  for en d  p ap ers . All of o u r  books th a t w ere  
p rin ted  by  Joh. E nschedé en  Z o n en  m ade  u se  of T rin ité type  
an d  w ere b o u n d  by  Reliure d 'A rt d u  C en tre  S.A . of L im oges, 
France. These choices are sen t w ith  the  m an u sc rip t to  the  
p rin te r for a price q uo ta tion , w h ich  m igh t be tw o  or th ree  
m on ths in  com ing. T here is a w ait of th ree  o r fou r m o n th s  for 
the p roof copy a n d  an  equal len g th  of tim e after the  corrected  
galley is re tu rn ed  before I can expect the  fin ished  books. Each 
copy is th en  exam ined  for im p ro p e r ga th e rin g s a n d  every  book  
is g iven a nu m b er on  the  co lophon  page.

Som e of the  books have  postage  s tam ps as frontisp ieces. 
S tam ps, because of their size, m ake in te res tin g  a n d  colorful 
illustrations for sm all books. The N a th an ie l H a w th o rn e  a n d  the  
Pearl Buck stam ps u se d  in  David Swan a n d  M y Chinese Childhood 
w ere p u rch ased  at the  tim e of their issue  a t the  local p o s t office. 
Three stam p  com panies p ro v id ed  the  o lder 1940 W ash ing ton
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Irv ing  s tam p s for A  Literary Antiquary. W e saw  th e  French 
po sta l dep ic tion  of C laude M one t's  " W om en in  the  G ard en ,"  
w h ich  illustra tes Claude M onet, w h e n  visiting  M onet's  beautifu l 
h om e a n d  g a rd en s  in  G iverny , France. The A n ton in  D vořák 
s tam p s w ere  p u rch a se d  in  C zechoslovakia by Janet Savin, the 
a u th o r of Antonin Dvořák. I affix the  stam ps w ith  h inges 
opposite  the  title page.

The m ajority  of T am azunchale  P ress books are sold to 
collectors in  th is coun try , b u t ind iv iduals  a n d  dealers in  A us­
tralia, Japan , Y ugoslavia, H ungary , France, G erm any, H ol­
lan d , E ngland , a n d  C anada  have b o u g h t th em  as well. Several 
un iversities  an d  libraries have  p u rch ased  o u r m in iatu res for 
a u th o r o r subject collections. The U niversity  of Iow a an d  the 
Public L ibrary of D es M oines, as w ell as 50 or m ore collectors, 
have  com plete  collections.

To m y know ledge  T am azunchale  P ress books are  the  only 
m in ia tu re  books ever p u b lish ed  in  Iow a. It h as  been  a learning, 
som etim es fru stra ting , m ostly  fulfilling experience to  publish  
these  sm all books.
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CHECKLIST
1. BOOK INTERLUDE by Charlotte M. Smith. October 1983. Bound 

in full maroon leather with gold stamping, all edges gilt, Cocke­
rell end papers. 2 3 /4  x  1 7/8" . 250 num bered and signed copies. 
44 pages. Printed by Joh. Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure 
d'Art de Centre. Iowa Authors Collection

2. AUTOGRAPHS OF MINIATURE BOOK PUBLISHERS. 95 fac­
simile autographs of 80 presses. December 1983. Transparent 
polycarbonate covers displaying title page and colophon in three 
colors fastened with a polyurethane loop tied with blue ribbon. 2 
1/16 x 3". 250 num bered copies. Printed by Garner Printing Co., 
bound by Tamazunchale Press. xZ1033.M6A8 1983

3. DAVID SWAN by Nathaniel Hawthorne. February 1984. Bound 
in full dark green leather with gold stamping, all edges gilt, 
Cockerell end papers. 2 5/8 x 1 7/8". 250 num bered copies. 37 
pages. A twenty-cent Hawthorne stamp used as frontispiece. 
Printed by Joh. Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure d 'A rt du 
Centre. xPS1872.D37 1984

4. THE MODEL E by Thomas R. Smith. May 1984. Bound in full red 
leather with gold stamping, Faith Harrison end papers. Four 
illustrations. 2 1/2 x 2". 250 num bered copies. 80 pages. Printed 
and bound by Tabula Rasa Press. Iowa Authors Collection

5. MY FAVORITE MINIATURE BOOK by James DeLancey, Ruth 
Adomeit, Robert E. Massmann, Julia Wightman, Msgr. Francis J. 
Weber, Virginia Schoonover, Kalman Levitan, Stanley Marcus, 
and Charlotte Smith. August 1984. Bound in full dark blue leather 
with gold stamping, all edges gilt, Cockerell end papers. 2 1/2 x  1 
3/4". 250 numbered copies. 88 pages. Printed by Joh. Enschedé en 
Zonen, bound by Reliure d 'A rt du Centre. xZ1033.M6M9 1984

6. CONFESSIONS OF A WILD BORE by John Updike. November 
1984. Bound in full brown leather with gold stamping, all edges 
gilt, Cockerell end papers. 2  1/2 x  1 3/4". 250 num bered copies. 43 
pages. Printed by Joh. Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure 
d'Art du Centre. xPS3571.P455C57 1984

7. A HOLLANDER GARLAND, Eight Shaped Poems by John 
Hollander. Introduction by Charlotte M. Smith. February 1985. 
Bound in full blue leather with gold stamping, Faith Harrison end
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papers. 2  1/2 x  2 3/8". 250 num bered copies. 33 pages. Printed and 
bound by Tabula Rasa Press. xPS3515.03485H65 1985

8. THE GEESE by E.B. White. May 1985. Bound in full goose gray 
leather with gold stamping, all edges gilt, Cockerell end papers. 
2 1 /2  x  1 7/8". 250 num bered copies. 51 pages. Printed by Joh. 
Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure d'Art du Centre. 
xPS3545.H5187G4 1985

9. THE LITTLE STORE by Eudora Welty. July 1985. Bound in full 
light green leather with gold stamping, all edges gilt, Cockerell 
end papers. 2  1/2 x  1 7/8". 250 num bered copies. 51 pages. Printed 
by Joh. Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure d 'A rt du Centre. 
xPS3545. E6Z473 1975

10. A LITERARY ANTIQUARY by W ashington Irving. November 
1985. Bound in full light brown leather with gold stamping, all 
edges gilt, Cockerell end papers. 2 1 /2  x  1 3/4". 250 numbered 
copies. 40 pages. A 1940 W ashington Irving one-cent stamp used 
as frontispiece. Printed by Joh. Enschedé en Zonen, bound by 
Reliure d 'A rt du Centre. xPS2057.A2T3 1984
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11. THE MANUSCRIPT by Isaac Bashevis Singer. February 1986. 
Bound in full red leather with gold stamping, all edges gilt, Faith 
Harrison end papers. 2 9/16 x 1 13/16". 250 num bered copies. 52 
pages. Printed by Joh. Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure 
d 'Art du Centre. xPJ5129.S475M36 1986

12. MY CHINESE CHILDHOOD by Pearl S. Buck. May 1986. Bound 
in full earth brown leather with gold stamping, embossed oriental 
motif, three earth brown illustrations by Corinne Guiney, all 
edges gilt, Faith Harrison end papers. A five-cent Pearl Buck 
postage stamp used as frontispiece. 2 1 /2 x  1 3/4". 250 num bered 
copies. 38 pages. Printed in two colors by Joh. Enschedé en 
Zonen, bound by Reliure d 'A rt du Centre. xPS3503.U198Z471986

13. POEMS AND MEDITATIONS by Anne Bradstreet, with intro­
duction by Polly Kemp. July 1986. Bound in full Puritan tan 
leather with gold stamping, Faith Harrison end papers. 2 1/2 x  2 
1/8". 250 numbered copies. 38 pages. Two illustrations by Polly 
Kemp in color printed by letterpress. Printed and bound by 
Tabula Rasa Press. xPS711.A4 1986

14. CLAUDE MONET by Janet Savin. November 1986. Bound in 
lavender leather with facsimile of M onet's signature in gold, all 
edges gilt, Faith Harrison end papers. 2 11/16 x 2 3/16". 250 
numbered copies. 61 pages. A French postage stamp depicting 
"Women in the Garden" used as frontispiece. Printed by Joh. 
Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure d 'A rt du Centre. 
xND553.M7S36 1986

15. THE ARISTOCRAT by Maya Angelou. March 1987. Bound in full 
orange leather with gold stamping, all edges gilt, Faith Harrison 
end papers. 2 9/16 x 1 7/8". 250 num bered copies. 48 pages. 
Printed by Joh. Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure d 'A rt du 
Centre. xPS3551.N584A9 1986

16. THE WHITE ROSE by Truman Capote. July 1987. Bound in full 
white vellum with gold stamping, with blind stamped rose, all 
edges gilt, Cockerell end papers. 2 1 /2  x  1 3/4". 250 num bered 
copies. 31 pages. A colored illustration of the white rose is tipped 
in. Printed by Joh. Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure d 'Art 
du Centre. xPS3505.A59W4 1987
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17. SIX POEMS by Robert Penn Warren. November 1987. Bound in 
full light blue leather with gold stamping, all edges gilt, Faith 
Harrison end papers. 1  5 /8  x  2 1/2". 250 numbered copies. 58 
pages. Printed by Joh. Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure 
d 'Art du Centre. xPS3545.A748A6 1987

18. THE RUSSIAN ICON by Ann Bahar. March 1988. Bound in full 
red leather with gold stamping. An illustration of the nineteenth- 
century Virgin Gruzenskaya printed in red is tipped in. Faith 
Harrison end papers, all edges gilt. 2 3 /8  x  1 5/8". 250 numbered 
copies. 30 pages. Printed by Joh. Enschedé en Zonen, bound by 
Reliure d'Art du Centre. xN8189.R9B35 1988

19. PUBLISHER'S FAVORITE by Ward Schori, Miriam Irwin, Carol 
Cunningham, Frank Anderson, Mary Helen and Glen Dawson, 
and Eleanor Irwin. July 1988. Bound in full dark blue leather with 
gold stamping, all edges gilt, Faith Harrison end papers. 2  1/2 x  1 
7/8". 250 num bered copies. 52 pages. Printed by Joh. Enschedé en 
Zonen, bound by Reliure d 'A rt du Centre. xZ1033.M6P8 1988

20. ANTONIN DVOŘÁK by Janet Savin. November 1988. Bound in 
full light brown leather with gold stamping, all edges gilt, Faith 
Harrison end papers. Czech Dvorak stamp used as frontispiece. 
2 1 /2  x  1 13/16". 250 num bered copies. 48 pages. Printed by Joh. 
Enschedé en Zonen, bound by Reliure d 'Art du Centre. 
xML410.D99S28 1988
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