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R a lp h  E lls w o r th  a n d
T he U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Io w a  L ib ra r ie s

STO W  P E R S O N S
For 40 years after P resid en t G eorge M acLean p ro p o se d  in  1900 
to elevate The U niversity  of Iow a to  a place am o n g  th e  m ajor 
academ ic in stitu tions  of the  M idw est, th e  co n tin u in g  lack of a 
library bu ild ing  served  as a co n stan t rem in d er of the  u n rea lized  
asp irations of the  U n iversity 's  su p p o rte rs . Follow ing the  d e ­
struction  of N o rth  H all by  fire in  1897, such  lib rary  books as 
could be salvaged  w ere  of necessity  d isp e rsed  ab o u t the  
cam pus in  d ep a rtm en ta l libraries. The P en tacrest b u ild ing  later 
n am ed  M acbride H all h a d  been  in te n d e d  to  h o u se  the  science 
d epartm en ts, b u t M acLean com m andeered  th e  circular core of 
the  bu ild ing  as a " te m p o ra ry "  h om e for the  library, m uch  to  the  
annoyance of the  scientists. The lib rary  rem ain ed  th ere  for 
nearly  half a cen tu ry . A dd itiona l space for a rese rv ed  book  
read ing  room  an d  periodicals w as fo u n d  in  th e  O ld  A rm ory  at 
the  foot of W ash ing ton  Street.

W hen Virgil H ancher becam e p re s id e n t in  1940, he  m ade  the  
erection of a library  bu ild ing  a m ajor objective of h is adm in is­
tration. W ithin  six m o n th s  of h is in au g u ra tio n , he  secu red  from  
the  legislature an  ap p ro p ria tio n  of $300,000 w ith  w h ich  to  
construct the  first u n it of the  long-aw aited  b u ild ing . W orld  W ar 
II th en  in te rvened , a n d  w h e n  H an ch er re tired  in  1964 after 24 
years in  office, the  library  w as still less th a n  half co m p le ted .1

The p res id en t h a d  m oved  p ro m p tly  to  a p p o in t a s tro n g  
library p lan n in g  com m ittee  of w h ich  E lm er T. P e te rso n  of the  
College of E ducation  w as the  m ov ing  spirit. The com m ittee  w as

1 The University of Iowa Libraries, Annual Report, 1940-41.
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d e te rm in ed  to  s tre n g th e n  th e  educational functions of the 
library , b o th  by  secu ring  a sen io r library  staff w ith  academ ic 
qualifications a n d  by  n u rtu rin g  a closer in teg ration  of library 
services w ith  in structiona l n e e d s . The com m ittee found  in  the  
U niversity  of C olorado  librarian , R alph  E. E llsw orth , a m an  
w h o se  th in k in g  para lle led  its ow n. E llsw orth  h ad  recently  
p lan n e d  a n d  bu ilt a lib rary  a t C olorado  designed  to  function  as 
a teach ing  in stru m en t. T hree specialized read ing  room s w ith  
o p en  shelves for books, periodicals, an d  reference w orks 
served  th e  n eed s  of upperc lass  u n d e rg ra d u a te  an d  g raduate  
s tu d e n ts  in  the  sciences, social sciences, a n d  hum an ities, 
respectively . Each academ ic d e p a rtm e n t assigned  instructo rs 
or a ssis tan ts  to  w ork  w ith  s tu d e n ts  in  the  library, w hile the 
lib rary  itself ap p o in te d  staff m em bers w ith  ap p ro p ria te  subject 
m a tte r  as w ell as technical library  tra in in g .2 E llsw orth also had  
innovative  ideas abou t lib rary  construction . In  place of the 
trad itional m o n u m en ta l library  bu ild ing  w ith  its fixed alloca­
tion  of spaces for books, read ers, a n d  services, E llsw orth 
p ro p o se d  a strictly  functional b u ild ing  of the  com m ercial type 
b ased  u p o n  a rec tangu lar spatia l u n it or m odu le  of ten  by 
tw en ty  feet, w ith  artificial ligh t a n d  forced ventila tion . A ny 
n u m b er of m odu les  could  be assem bled  to  constitu te  a bu ild ing  
of the  d esired  shape  a n d  size. M ovable partitions w ou ld  perm it 
th e  rea rran g em en t of functional spaces as n eed s  m igh t change 
w ith  tim e. A t Iow a, w h ere  the  library  w as to  be bu ilt in  four 
in sta llm en ts  over a long  p e rio d  of years  en tailing  extensive 
reallocations of space, the  m o d u la r p rincip le  p roved  to be a 
g o d sen d . U nfo rtuna te ly , W . T. P roudfoo t, the  architect of the 
P en tacrest bu ild ings, w as no  longer alive to take u p  the 
aesthetic  challenge of the  n e w  functionalism , an d  the  first un it 
of the  library  tu rn e d  o u t to  be an  eyeso re .3

The Iow a com m ittee en thusiastica lly  en d o rsed  E llsw orth 's

2 Ralph Ellsworth, University of Colorado Studies, Nov., 1941, p. 38.
3 Ellsworth to Hancher, Feb. 25, June 16, 1944, Hancher Presidential 

Correspondence (hereafter HPC), The University of Iowa Archives, 1943-44, 
#106. K. Keffer to Library Building Committee, June 16, 1944, ibid. A. M. 
Githens to F. W. Ambrose, April 16, 1944, ibid.
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principles, w hich  w ere  in co rpo ra ted  in  its o w n  p lan  for the  
Library a n d  Instructional C en ter, d ra fted  by  P eterson . The 
prim e objective w as to  in teg rate  th e  educational p ro g ram  w ith  
the  library facilities in  o rd er to  b ring  s tu d e n t, book, an d  
p rofessor in to  a vital rela tionsh ip . P ro m in en t in  th e  th in k in g  of 
the  p lan n ers  w as the  analogy  of th e  labora to ry  w h ere  the  
s tu d e n t confron ted  his p rob lem  directly . In  ad d itio n  to  stack 
space for 1,250,000 vo lum es, th ree  d iv isional read in g  room s, or 
" instructional labora to ries ,"  w ere  p lan n e d  for low er d iv ision  
u n d e rg rad u a te s , for the  School of L etters (languages an d  
literature) a n d  for th e  social s tud ies. Each read in g  room  w o u ld  
accom m odate 160 readers  a n d  h o u se  som e 15,000 volum es. 
C onference room s, sm all classroom s, carrels for g rad u a te  s tu ­
den ts , an d  offices for faculty a n d  staff w o u ld  be located  nearby . 
B en jam in  S ham b au g h 's  p o p u la r C am pus C ourse p ro v id ed  
som eth ing  of a m odel. T hat course  h a d  b een  offered  in  a large 
room  in  Schaeffer H all, w h ich  com bined  th e  in form ality  of a 
library b row sing  room  w ith  the  seating  of a lectu re  hall. The 
com m ittee h o p e d  to  com m em orate  S h am b au g h 's  ach ievem en ts 
an d  possib ly  p e rp e tu a te  th e  C am pus C ourse  as w ell by  m aking  
provision  for a large au d ito riu m  w h ere  courses m ak ing  ap p ro ­
priate  u se  of library  m ateria ls m igh t m ee t.4

C olorado h a d  em braced  E llsw orth 's  educationa l theo ries , b u t 
it h ad  refu sed  to  bu ild  a m o d u la r library. The Iow a com m ittee 
assured  h im  th a t if he  w o u ld  com e to the  U n iversity  as d irector 
of libraries it w o u ld  firm ly su p p o rt b o th  h is educationa l ideas 
an d  his p lan  of construction . H e ind ica ted  th a t h e  w o u ld  accept 
an  Iow a offer subject to  th ree  conditions: first, th a t as d irecto r 
he w ould  have  the  ran k  of d ean  w ith  th e  adm in istra tive  
rela tionships necessary  to  execute h is responsib ilities; second, 
th a t his role be recognized  as th a t of a " lib rary  s ta te sm an "  a n d

4 Shambaugh's course offered a comprehensive survey of human culture 
from the Big Bang to the Big Depression. The Department of Political Science 
had found it impossible to provide a successor who could conduct the course 
with Shambaugh's showmanship and had abandoned it. "The Proposed 
University of Iowa Library and Instructional Center," July 15, 1942, HPC 
1942-43, #106.
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n o t m erely  a technician; a n d , th ird , th a t he  be allow ed to use  
h is su m m ers  as he  th o u g h t p ro p er. A  p ru d e n t execu tive— 
w h ich  H an ch e r certain ly  w a s  — m igh t w ell have  req u ested  a 
clarification of each  of these  cond itions, b u t in  any  even t the 
com m ittee  chairm an , h isto ry  d e p a rtm e n t head  W. T. Root, 
rep o rted  th a t th ey  w ere  acceptable to  H ancher, w hose  offer of 
a p p o in tm e n t w as m ade  a n d  accep ted  in  Septem ber, 1943.5

P lann ing  th e  n ew  b u ild ing  an d  refin ing  h is ideas abou t the 
ro le of th e  lib rary  in  the  educational p rog ram  fully occupied 
E llsw orth  d u rin g  the  w a r an d  im m edia te  p o s tw ar years w h en  
d efense  an d  o th e r p ress in g  n eed s  forced delays in  the  construc­
tion  p rogram . O bstacles a n d  fru stra tion  m arked  th e  project 
from  the  beg inn ing . The b o a rd  of education  h a d  selected an  
arch itec tu ra l firm  for political reasons, ignoring  the  objections 
of the  P lann ing  C om m ittee . The sen io r m em ber of the  firm  
stubbo rn ly  refu sed  to  em ploy  the  m o d u la r m eth o d  of construc­
tion. It w as only  after m uch  w rang ling  a n d  costly delays th a t a 
ju n io r m em ber took  charge a n d  p ro ceed ed  w ith  m odu lar 
construction . The orig inal allocation of $300,000 w as a m ere 
p ittance  in  te rm s of p o s tw ar prices, an d  th ree  add itional 
ap p ro p ria tio n s  to ta ling  ju st u n d e r  $2 m illion w ere  necessary  to 
bu ild  the  first u n it.6 It w as n o t u n til 1949 th a t g ro u n d  w as 
b ro k en  for the  n ew  bu ild ing . In  the  m eanw hile , E llsw orth  w as 
perfec ting  h is p lan s  for the  lib rary  as a teach ing  in strum en t.

H is ideas su p p le m e n te d  a n d  am plified  those  of the  com m it­
tee. D esp ite  its superficiality , he  co n tin u ed  to em phasize  the 
analogy  of the  p roperly  cond u c ted  library to  the  scientific 
laboratory . P rogress in  science, he  believed , h ad  been  achieved 
because of th e  fru itfu l m eeting  of p ro fesso r a n d  s tu d e n t in  the 
laboratory . C om parab le  success w o u ld  be achieved  in  the 
h u m an itie s  a n d  social sciences w h e n  library  facilities perm itted  
s tu d e n t a n d  teacher to  w ork  to g e th e r in  the  p resence  of their

5 Ellsworth to author, Nov. 18, 1987. Ellsworth to Hancher, April 16, 1945, 
HPC 1944-45, #108. Hancher to Ellsworth, Sept. 21, 1943, HPC 1943-44, #106. 
Ellsworth to H. Davis, Dec. 1, 1948, HPC 1948-49, #114.

6 F. G. Higbee, "The Construction of the University Library," Nov. 6, 1952, 
HPC 1952-53, #107.
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s tudy  and  research  m aterials. The sterile d istinction  b e tw een  
classroom  learn ing  an d  lib rary  research  w o u ld  be su b m erg ed  in  
a vital an d  creative jo in t experience. P rofessional lib rary  staff 
m em bers w h o  w ou ld  be fully qualified  in  th e  re lev an t subject 
m atter areas w ou ld  w ork  closely w ith  th e  s tu d e n ts . Each of 
these specialists w o u ld  teach  as w ell as w o rk  inform ally  as 
research advisers. As E llsw orth  p u t  it: "T he  creation  of a 
natu ral w ork ing  re la tionsh ip  in  w h ich  th e  in stru c to r a n d  the  
s tu d en t u se  the  library  as a labora to ry  is th u s  the  first fo u n d a ­
tion stone of the  Iow a p ro g ra m ."7 The labora to ry  analogy  
served to obscure the  fact th a t one form  of lea rn in g  experience 
w ould  be su b stitu ted  for ano th er. It w as a p ro p o sa l u n d o u b t­
edly congenial to  H ancher a n d  to  P e terson , b u t it rem a in ed  to  
be seen  w h e th e r  it w o u ld  ap p ea l to  the  liberal a rts  faculty, 
w hich  w as com m itted  to  the  conven tional classroom  m e th o d  of 
instruction .

Special facilities w ere  to  be p ro v id ed  for th e  new ly  a d o p te d  
"co re"  curricu lum  of u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tud ies. The College Li­
b rary  (later ren am ed  the  H eritage  L ibrary), a large a rea  on  the  
m ain  floor w ith  space for 700 read ers, b u t  b ro k en  u p  in to  sm all 
spaces to  p rov ide  the  "a tm o sp h e re  of a fine h om e lib ra ry ,"  
w ould  h ouse  the  m ateria ls to be u se d  in  the  core courses. T hese 
m aterials w ou ld  include n o t on ly  books b u t also  p ictu res, 
m aps, cu ltural artifacts, slides, reco rd ings, a n d  aud iov isual 
m aterials, an d  w o u ld  be o rgan ized  in  e igh t chronological 
periods. These a rran g em en ts  a p p e a re d  to  p re su p p o se  th a t th e  
library staff w o u ld  have a substan tia l voice in  d e te rm in in g  the  
conten t a n d  m eth o d s of teach ing  the  core courses. In  th e  
Sham baugh A ud ito rium  ad jacen t to  th e  College L ibrary, a 
lecture series o n  con tem porary  p rob lem s w o u ld  be  offered  by  a 
lecturer selected by  E llsw orth. The academ ic counseling  service 
w ould  also be located in  the  library. T here w o u ld  be sem inar 
room s for g rad u a te  courses as w ell as g rad u a te  s tu d e n t an d  
faculty lounges. The b asem en t w o u ld  con ta in  a booksto re ,

7 [Ralph E. Ellsworth] The Library as a Teaching Instrument (Iowa City: State 
University of Iowa, 1945).
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n e w sp a p e r room , a n d  possib ly  a soda  fo u n ta in .8
M ore conven tional library  functions th a t h a d  p reviously  

b een  neg lec ted  w ere  to  be v igorously  p rom o ted . N ow  that 
ap p ro p ria te  facilities w o u ld  be  available, p lans  w ere m ade for 
th e  collection of rare  books a n d  m anuscrip ts . D eposits of the 
p ap e rs  of p ro m in e n t Iow ans w ere  solicited, an d  an  Iow a 
au th o rs  library  w as assem bled . A  collection of " righ t w ing" 
political m ateria ls w as beg u n . T hese a n d  o th er collecting activ­
ities w ere  to  be su p p o rte d  by  the  o rgan ization  of a F riends of 
th e  L ibrary  g roup , a m em bersh ip  o rgan ization  com posed  of 
p a tro n s  in te res ted  in  en rich ing  th e  lib rary 's  ho ld ings of rare 
a n d  valuable m ateria ls. The m odel for the  F riends w as found  in  
sim ilar o rgan izations a t the  p riva te  un iversities of the  eastern  
seaboard , w h ere  w ealthy  a lum n i a n d  o th er p a tro n s  m ade 
g en ero u s  gifts to  the ir respective  in stitu tions. It quickly becam e 
a p p a re n t th a t The U niversity  of Iow a lacked a com parable 
constituency  of b ib liophiles. E llsw orth  too readily  becam e 
d iscouraged , an d  th e  F riends o rgan ization  w as allow ed to 
lapse. It rem ain ed  for h is successor to  revive it on  the  a ssu m p ­
tion  th a t an  ongo ing  g roup , how ever m o d est its accom plish­
m en ts , could  even tua lly  d em o n stra te  its value to the  U niver­
sity, w h ich  it is n o w  doing .

As the  lib rarian  u n fo ld ed  h is am bitious p lans, it becam e 
a p p a re n t w h y  he  h a d  s tip u la ted  th a t he  have a d e a n 's  sta tus, 
for h e  w as d e te rm in ed  to  be an  educational officer w ith  an  
im p o rtan t ro le in  the  in structiona l p rogram . H is criticism  of the 
sterility  of trad itional classroom  lecturing , if taken  to  heart, 
w o u ld  have a significant effect on  the  U niversity . O ver the  
collegiate faculties he  w o u ld  have  on ly  the  po w er of p e rsu a ­
sion , a lth o u g h  he  rep o rted , p e rh a p s  too optim istically, th a t the 
faculty  in  political science, English , econom ics, sociology, and  
h isto ry  h a d  en thusiastica lly  a p p ro v ed  his id eas .9 H e w ou ld  of 
course  have  d irect con tro l over those  of h is ow n  staff w ho

8 R. E. Ellsworth, "Some Notes on the Proposed Library Building at The 
University of Iowa," HPC 1944-45, #108. R. E. Ellsworth to Lewis Brown, 
Nov. 30, 1944, ibid.

9 Ellsworth to Lewis Brown, Feb. 1, 1945, ibid.
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m ight be engaged  in  teaching . N everthe less, h is position  w as 
an  aw kw ard  one. Follow ing the  d e p a rtu re  in  1948 of the  liberal 
arts dean , Earl M cG rath , E llsw orth  h o p e d  to be ap p o in te d  
dean , a position  w h ich  w e n t to  D ew ey  B. S tuit. A lthough  
H ancher ap p ro v ed  of E llsw orth 's  ideas a n d  gave h im  encou r­
agem ent, the  p res id en t w as unw illing  to  in te rv en e  in  college 
affairs. W ithin  the  faculty, the  p rincipal s u p p o rt for E llsw orth 's  
educational p rog ram  cam e from  th e  College of E ducation. 
Peterson , later d ean  of th a t college, h a d  d rafted  th e  original 
proposals of the  L ibrary P lann ing  C om m ittee. H arry  N ew b u rn , 
w ho  h a d  com e to the  liberal arts  d ea n sh ip  from  education , w as 
a firm  suppo rte r. M cG rath , w h o  h a d  succeeded  N ew b u rn , an d  
w as also an  education ist, w as sym pathetic . S tuit, o n  the  o th er 
h an d , w as a psychologist a n d  th e  p o p u la r  choice of the  liberal 
arts faculty. H e w as de te rm in ed  to  keep  contro l of liberal arts  
education , a n d  his rela tions w ith  E llsw orth  w ere  n o t cordial.

The pro jec ted  library  w as to  be a large b u ild ing  w ith  427,188 
square  feet of floor space. The first u n it, consisting  of th ree  
floors fron ting  on  W ash ing ton  S treet, con ta ined  on ly  137,532 
square  feet, less th an  a th ird  of the  p ro jec ted  to tal. A s soon  as 
it w as com pleted  an d  occupied  in  1951, E llsw orth  b eg an  to 
press H ancher for fu n d s  w ith  w h ich  to  a d d  a second  un it. The 
p resid en t re sp o n d e d  th a t th ere  w ere  o th e r u rg e n t needs; the  
library w ou ld  have to  w ait its tu rn . In  ad d itio n  to  its library  
functions, E llsw orth  an d  th e  P lan n in g  C om m ittee  h a d  h o p e d  
to  locate th e  offices of all of th e  social science a n d  h u m an itie s  
d epartm en ts  in  the  n e w  bu ild ing . But w ith o u t space in  th e  first 
un it for som e 60,000 vo lum es of the  existing collection, it w as 
obviously im possible to  im p lem en t th e ir am bitious p lans. O nly  
the geography  a n d  ph ilo so p h y  d e p a rtm e n ts  w ere  h o u se d  in  
the new  build ing . W hen  E llsw orth  com plained  th a t h is educa­
tional p rogram  w ou ld  be jeo p ard ized  by  lack of space, H ancher 
assu red  h im  th a t h is p lans  w ere  n o t to  be a b an d o n ed ; space 
w ou ld  be saved  for the  teach ing  function . N everthe less , as the
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years p a sse d  w ith o u t fu rth e r  fu n d in g , E llsw orth  becam e in ­
creasingly  pessim istic .10

A n  in tegral p a rt  of the  p lan  to  u se  the  library  as a teaching 
in s tru m e n t h a d  en ta iled  th e  conferring  of faculty s ta tus on  
those  p ro fessional lib rarians invo lved  in  teaching. Ellsw orth 
h a d  n o t received  a specific com m itm en t from  H ancher, b u t he 
a p p a ren tly  took  it for g ran ted  th a t such  ap p o in tm en ts  w ou ld  be 
m ade . W hen  in  1950 he  ap p ea led  to  the  p resid en t on  the 
m atte r, he  w as to ld  th a t it w o u ld  be " he ld  in  abeyance ."  H e 
w as refe rred  to  th e  Faculty  C ouncil, to  w h ich  he  rep o rted  tha t 
32 of th e  73 library  staff m em bers w ere  professionally  qualified 
for faculty  s ta tus. H e a ssu red  the  council th a t a lthough  these 
p eop le  w ere  qualified  for teach ing  ap p o in tm en ts  in  the  aca­
dem ic d e p a rtm e n ts , he  p refe rred  to  have  th em  on  the  library 
staff. C ouncil m em bers w ere  critical of th e  p lan , an d  voted  
aga inst it. H an ch er w as co n ten t to  allow  th is rep resen ta tive  
faculty  g ro u p  to decide the  m atter. It w as a b itter defeat for 
E llsw orth . Follow ing his d ep a rtu re , h is successor, Leslie D u n ­
lap , again  ra ised  the  issue  of faculty  s ta tus, b u t w ith o u t this 
tim e p ro p o sin g  teach ing  du ties . A gain  the  council tu rn ed  
d o w n  the  p roposa l, suggesting  th a t titles " com parab le" to 
those  of th e  teach ing  faculty  be em ployed . H ancher aptly  
p o in ted  o u t th a t since th ere  w ere  no  com parable titles he 
in te rp re te d  th e  council's  suggestion  to be a veto. By 1953, 
E llsw orth  conc luded  th a t space lim itations an d  policy d isagree­
m en ts  m ad e  it futile to  con tinue  to  p ress  for h is p ro g ram .11

E llsw orth 's  th ird  cond ition  of ap p o in tm e n t h a d  been  th a t he 
be p e rm itted  to  u se  h is su m m ers  as he  saw  fit. H is C olorado 
m o u n ta in  cabin w as a v a lu ed  place for relaxation an d  u n in te r­

10 Ellsworth to Hancher, July 29, 1948, HPC 1948-49, #114. Ellsworth to 
Hancher, Jan. 17, 1951, HPC 1950-51, #105. Hancher to H. Davis, Mar. 9, 
1951, ibid.

11 Ellsworth to Hancher, July 5, 1950, HPC 1950-51, #105. Hancher to 
Ellsworth, July 12, 1950, ibid. University Faculty Council minutes, April 10, 
17, May 8, 1951, Folder, "University Council, 1948-51," The University of 
Iowa Archives. Council minutes, April 14, 29, 1959, Folder, "Faculty Council, 
7/1/58-6/30/59." Hancher to Willard Boyd, May 18, 1959, ibid. Ellsworth to 
Hancher, May 16, 1953, HPC 1952-53, #107.
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ru p te d  th ink ing . H e h a d  req u es ted  th e  s ta n d a rd  faculty  n ine- 
m o n th  ra th e r th an  the  e leven -m on th  a p p o in tm e n t h e ld  by 
adm in istra tive officers. H e h a d  been  a ssu re d  by  th e  L ibrary 
P lann ing  C om m ittee  th a t h is te rm s w ere  acceptable to  H a n ­
cher, b u t it even tually  tran sp ired  th a t th e  com m ittee  chairm an , 
W. T. Root, h a d  n o t in  fact m en tio n ed  the  cond itions to  the  
p residen t. W hen  certain  adm in is tra to rs , p resu m ab ly  jea lous of 
h is ex tended  "v aca tio n ,"  com plained , E llsw orth  w as called to  
account by  the  adm in istra tive  d ean , A llin D akin, an d  an  
u n h a p p y  exchange of com m unications revealed  so m eth in g  of 
the tensions w ith in  the  adm in istra tion . A fter considerable  
vacillation, H ancher ag reed  to  E llsw orth 's  te rm s an d  assu red  
him  of h is h igh  regard . C om ing on  to p  of lagg ing  construction  
an d  the  frustra tion  of h is educational objectives, th is  u n h a p p y  
ep isode fu rth e r a lienated  h im  from  the  U niversity . H e w el­
com ed an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  re tu rn  to  th e  U niversity  of C olorado , 
leaving a library  w h ich  w as innovative  in  form  b u t conven ­
tional in  function . Sm all ad d itio n s  to  the  bu ild in g  w ere  com ­
pleted  in  1961 an d  in  1965. It w as n o t u n til 1972 th a t the  library  
w as com pleted  w ith  a final ad d itio n  equal in  size to  th e  first 
th ree un its . The ex tensive rea rran g em en t of functions in  the  
com pleted  bu ild ing  w as facilitated by  th e  flexibility of the  
m odular princip le, a fitting  m o n u m e n t to  the  d e p a rted  
p lan n e r.12

12 Ellsworth to Hancher, April 16, 1945, HPC 1944-45, #108. Hancher to 
Ellsworth, April 20, 1945, ibid. Ellsworth to Dakin, April 1949, HPC 1948-49, 
#114. Dakin to Ellsworth, April 18, 1949, ibid. Hancher to Ellsworth, Nov. 15, 
1949, HPC 1949-50, #112. Ellsworth to Hancher, Nov. 16, 1949, ibid. Hancher 
to Ellsworth, Dec. 20, 1949, ibid.
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