
L eig h  H u n t  a n d  A n n a  M a r ia  D a s h w o o d : 
A  S h e lle y a n  R o m a n c e

E L E A N O R  M. GATES
Back in  th e  days w h e n  m ovies p layed  con tinuously  in  theaters 
th ro u g h o u t th e  day  a n d  n ig h t, it w as com m on for v iew ers to 
stum ble  u p o n  the  e n d  of a sto ry  before th ey  saw  its beginning. 
Som eth ing  like th is h as  h a p p e n e d  respec ting  Leigh H u n t 's  
re la tionsh ip  w ith  A n n a  M aria D ashw ood , the  w ealthy  W elsh 
w idow  w h o  ap p a ren tly  lig h ten ed  H u n t 's  poverty  in  the  m id- 
1830s by  giving h im  an  a n n u ity  of £100. A s long  ago as 1882, 
the  sad  d e n o u e m e n t of w h a t for the  em battled  p oe t h ad  started  
o u t as an  ex trem ely  ho p efu l affair w as revealed  by  a w riter in  
Good Words offering extracts from  the  d iary  of John  H un ter, 
H u n t 's  long-term  Scottish friend  a n d  co rresponden t.

H u n te r, w hile  in  L o n d o n  in  M arch 1839, saw  Leigh H u n t on  
several occasions, u sually  in  the  com pany  of tw o  o th er literary 
Scots, T hom as Carlyle a n d  G eorge L. Craik. It is the  la tte r w ho  
is the  source for the  in trigu ing  sto ry  H u n te r  en te rs  in  h is diary 
u n d e r  the  d a te  M arch 4:

On our way home Craik told me how ill poor Hunt had been 
used by a Mrs. Colonel Dashwood. Some years ago Hunt wrote 
me that he had been insured in the possession of £100 a year by 
the munificence of a friend; and I had always consoled myself, 
w hen I heard of his poverty, that he had this, at least, to fall back 
on. It seems not. The story is this. Mrs. Dashwood, having taken 
a great liking to H unt (whom she had never seen, but only knew 
from his writings), and being very rich, sent him a bond of 
annuity for £100, and another post-obit for £1,000 to be paid at her 
death. These she desired him to keep, and make them good—the 
former even against herself, should it ever be necessary. He 
afterwards was induced to visit her in the country, and
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wrote some very fine verses on the occasion, which are printed in 
the "Repository," and his visit seemed to have heightened her 
admiration and respect for him. Lately, however, having come 
up to London, she became acquainted with Colonel Jones (the 
"Radical" of the Times), and was led to marry him, previous to 
which step, and at his instigation, she wrote to Hunt, demanding 
back the bonds, which he instantly sent to her. He never alludes 
to this circumstance.1

H u n t certain ly  n ev er a lluded  to  the  ep isode  in  h is p u b lish ed  
w ritings; n o r for years d id  the  innum erab le  w rite rs  abou t Leigh 
H u n t offer any  en ligh tenm en t. N o t u n til 1938, w h e n  L u ther 
B rew er's M y Leigh H unt Library: The Holograph Letters w as 
b ro u g h t ou t, w as it possib le to learn  m ore  of the  m ysterious 
M rs. D ashw ood  an d  of th e  crucial ro le she  p layed  in  H u n t 's  
life, especially d u rin g  the  su m m er of 1835, w h e n , tak ing  tim e 
off from  the  London Journal, H u n t jo u rn ey ed  to  W ales to  m eet 
he r in  h e r  native habitat.

The letters covering th is trip , n o w  a t The U niversity  of Iow a, 
com bined w ith  o th ers  from  th e  H en ry  W. a n d  A lbert A. Berg 
Collection an d  the  Carl H . P fo rzheim er Shelley a n d  H is Circle 
Collection of the  N ew  York Public L ibrary, a n d  tw o  from  th e  
Payson  G. G ates C ollection in  m y possession , are  im p o rtan t 
bo th  for w h a t th ey  h in t or tell u s  ab o u t th e  financial se ttlem en t 
m ade by  a w ell-w isher u p o n  H u n t an d , especially , for w h a t 
they  reveal to  us of th e  H u n ts ' m arriage. L eigh H u n t, it will be 
seen, w as requ ired  to  perfo rm  a balancing  act every  s tep  of th e  
w ay.

O f the  seven  le tters  B rew er p rin ts  re la ting  to  th is  trip  n o n e  
p e rh ap s  is m ore ex trao rd inary  th a n  th e  one M rs. D ashw ood  
herself w ro te  to M arianne H u n t on  w h a t she  calls th e  eve "o f 
your beloved  H u sb a n d 's  d ep a rtu re  for T affy-land ." The w ife of 
the  p oe t m u st su rely  have  b een  p leased  to  read

How often have I hung over the image of Shelley's "M arianne" 
with delight—but little thinking then that I should one day have 
the happiness of knowing the original. My dear Mrs. Hunt, we

1 Walter C. Smith, "Reminiscences of Carlyle and Leigh Hunt; Being 
Extracts from the Diary of the late John Hunter, of Craigcrook," Good Words, 
January 1882, pp. 100-101.
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have not yet met, but may I not say I know you already? for lovely 
are the pictures your H usband's pen has draw n of you, as wife, 
as mother, as w om an —

b u t a n a tu ra l a p p re h e n s io n  m u st have  been  excited w h en  
M arianne w e n t o n  to  read

and in hoping for his love well do I know I am not robbing his 
best of wives of one particle of that which is her life's happiness; 
. . . .  Long have I loved your husband — high and kindly feelings 
have been long my delight, for they belong, they are part, as it 
were, of a world beautiful as ours is.

M rs. D ashw ood , a rd e n t Shelleyan th a t she  w as, w an ted  her 
m in d  b ro u g h t n ea re r to  th e  level a tta in ed  by  Shelley 's and  
H u n t 's  — an  early  req u est, it w o u ld  seem , for consciousness­
raising.

May your husband so teach, so endow it with his own lofty 
feelings, that he may leave me a happier, a better being, and may 
I  . . . never prove unworthy of his tender love and yours — and if 
I may contribute to your happiness in any way, believe me, my 
dear Mrs. Hunt, my heart will be a blessed one, for it will ever be 
yours and your H usband's.2

W h eth er in sp ired  by  the  receip t of th is startling  letter, w ith  
its m ixed fre igh t of th in g s to  fear an d  th ings to  ho p e  for, or 
m erely  by  th e  u n accu sto m ed  p ro sp ec t of be ing  w ith o u t her 
h u sb a n d  for tw o  w eeks, M arian n e 's  first le tte r to  the  traveling 
H u n t, w ritten  on  A u g u st 22, clearly d em o n stra tes  h e r ow n  less 
e therea l love a n d  devo tion  (so g rea t is h e r  y ea rn ing  for him , 
M arianne tells H u n t, she fears she  w ill scream  ou t), as w ell as 
a know ledge  of h o w  best to  convey  h e r  feelings, w h ich  she did 
by  copy ing  o u t in  full S hakespeare 's  so n n e t XXVI.3

If M arianne k n ew  ju s t w h a t com bination  of sexual openness , 
fam ily lore, a n d  literary  sen tim en t w as m ost likely to appeal to 
h e r h u sb a n d , an d  to  b ring  tears of apprecia tion  to h is eyes, 
Leigh H u n t w as also conscious of the  delicacy of h is m ission,

2 Luther A. Brewer, My Leigh Hunt Library: The Holograph Letters (Iowa City:
University of Iowa Press, 1938), pp. 212-13.

3 Henry W. and Albert A. Berg Collection, New York Public Library, Astor, 
Lenox and Tilden Foundations.
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involving as it d id  the  expectation  of im prov ing  h is fam ily 's 
p rospects an d  the  n eed  to  p lease tw o  w o m en  sim ultaneously  
and  to be cand id  abou t h is feelings to  each  in  tu rn . W riting  to 
M arianne from  C hester on  A u g u st 24, he  rash ly  p rom ises to  
show  the  un in h ib ited  le tte r h e  h as  ju st received  from  h is wife 
to their "k in d , g enerous fr ie n d ."4 This suggests  a desire  to 
ensure  th a t M rs. D ashw ood  fully apprecia te  M arian n e 's  posi­
tion.

The next day , no w  a t Rhyll in  W ales, H u n t seem s to  be 
aim ing at M arianne 's  com prehension  of the  stakes invo lved  
an d  of his feelings w h e n  he  w rites:

You may think I shall behold with affection the face of one, who 
has done so much for me and mine. If I did not, they would have 
less reason to love me, and I assuredly could not have loved them 
so much as I do; for is not the affection, gratitude for their and 
your dear sakes?

Lest M arianne be tem p ted  to  th in k  h e r ow n  th o u g h ts , he  adds 
"B ut oh! do  n o t for an  in sta n t su p p o s e  -- --"; an d , as a d ip lo ­
m atic gestu re , H u n t also in form s M arianne th a t M rs. D ash ­
w ood  "spoke  m ost feelingly of y o u r le tte r to  h e r in  the  one  left 
for m e at St. A sa p h ." 5

H aving  th u s  p rep a re d  the  g ro u n d , H u n t in  h is nex t rep o rt to 
M arianne, w ritten  on  A u g u st 26, supp lies  w h a t he  k n o w s she 
has been  m ost eagerly  aw a itin g —a de ta iled  descrip tion  of M rs. 
D ashw ood , w h o m  he  has finally m et for th e  first tim e the  
evening  before. H u n t w as h im self n o w  fifty-one, a n d  the  
picture he  d raw s of h is adm irer suggests  an  equally  m idd le- 
aged w om an  w hose  pu re ly  physical charm s w ere  n o t such  as to  
in tim idate M arianne. "Fancy  a so rt of m ix tu re  of M rs. G liddon  
and  M rs. O rg e r,"  H u n t w ro te , " n o t so h a n d so m e  as e ith e r in  
the abstract, b u t m ore in te lligen t an d  full of m o v e m e n t."6 E ven 
so, M arianne m ay  have rem em bered  th a t H u n t 's  flirtation w ith

4 LH 193, Carl H. Pforzheimer Shelley and His Circle Collection, New York
Public Library.

5 Leigh Hunt to Marianne Hunt, August 25, 1835, Holograph Letters, p. 208.
6 Ibid., p. 210. In 1835, Alistatia Gliddon was 46, and Mrs. Orger, 47. Mrs. 

Gliddon's niece, Kate, married Thornton Hunt in 1834.
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M rs. G liddon , or h e rs  w ith  h im , m any  years before had  
a ttrac ted  sufficient a tten tio n  for T hom as Jefferson H ogg to 
gossip  ab o u t it in  a le tte r  to  Shelley .7 M ary A n n  O rger, for her 
p a rt, w as a p o p u la r  actress a n d  fam ily friend  w hose  charm s 
H u n t h a d  b een  p ra is ing  for a q u a rte r  of a century .

F u rth e r details m ay  have  p ro v ed  m ore disquieting:

But what would interest you most in her, and almost startled me 
to hear, is a high voice, full of breath and motion, which 
rem inded me of Shelley. Was it not pleasant to find a resem­
blance to him in this respect, as in generosity? She seems to 
speak always at the top-end of her breath; and often catches it. . 
. . Her laugh is the going backwards and forwards of this high 
breathing voice, short and quick, like the end of another person's 
laugh who has been tired with merrim ent.8

The d iscovered  resem blance  to  Shelley, th o u g h  apparen tly  
calculated  to  d isa rm  M arianne, a lifelong sh are r in  H u n t's  
w orsh ip fu l feelings to w ard  th e ir lost friend , m ay  nevertheless 
have  h a d  the  opposite  effect in  th is unexpected  context.

H u n t 's  nex t le tte r to h is w ife, d a ted  A u g u st 27, is sufficiently 
explicit to  show  th a t M rs. D ash w o o d 's  benefactions to the 
H u n ts  w ere  n o t lim ited  to  the  p u re ly  problem atical fu ture. 
" You can n o t conceive h o w  k ind  she is ,"  he  starts.

Suffice to say, for the present, that she meditates a considerable 
addition to what she has already done for us, as soon as the 
money falls in from its being no longer necessary to the person 
who has it yearly now (think of this dear w om an's — (for I know 
you will so call her) — noble generosities); and she has reasons for 
supposing that this will take place shortly.9

7 For Hunt's remonstrance to Hogg for having done so, see Leigh Hunt to 
T. J. Hogg, Dec. 17, 1824, in The Athenians, Being Correspondence Between
Thomas Jefferson Hogg and His Friends Thomas Love Peacock, Leigh Hunt, Percy 
Bysshe Shelley, and Others, edited by Walter Sidney Scott (London: Golden 
Cockerel Press, 1943), pp. 70-71.

8 Holograph Letters, p. 210.
9 Payson G. Gates Collection. The reader may be reminded here that Mary 

Shelley in the mid-1820s believed Sir Timothy Shelley's death would take 
place shortly, but ended up waiting another 20 years. The person whose 
death was expected shortly may have been Mrs. Dashwood's aunt, who did 
in fact die two years later.
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This strongly  suggests  th a t the  H u n ts  h a d  a lready  received  
financial assistance from  M rs. D ashw ood , w h e th e r  th ro u g h  an  
ann u ity  or som e o th er m eans of transfer, before H u n t 's  trip , 
an d  th a t a fu rth e r an n u a l incom e p ro p , possib ly  in  the  form  of 
in te rest p aym en ts , w as n o w  con tem pla ted .

H ad  w orld ly  considerations alone c o u n te d  — a n d  th ey  w ere  
never p a ram o u n t for e ither of th e  H u n ts  — M arianne sh o u ld  
have been  as en thusiastic  as h e r  h u sb a n d  ab o u t M rs. D ash ­
w ood. Yet in  H u n t 's  a ttem p ts  to  d em o n stra te  the  lovableness 
of h is p a troness, w e n o t only  sense  a desp era te  d e te rm in a tio n  
to p u t th o u g h ts  a n d  feelings in to  M arian n e 's  h e a d  a n d  h ea rt 
th a t she p robably  could  n o t su m m o n  u p  b u t ge t a d istinct 
im pression  th a t H u n t w as p u sh in g  h o n es ty  far b ey o n d  the  
lim its of the  necessary , th e  jud ic ious, o r th e  com m on-sensical.

M rs. D ash w o o d 's  " na tu ra l, good  n a tu re d , tru ly  generous 
sty le" of en te rta in ing , H u n t th inks, w o u ld  m ake M arianne 
w an t to " th ro w  y o u r a rm s a ro u n d  h e r  neck, w ith  the  tears in  
your ey es."  "I assu re  y o u ,"  he  con tinues,

that after doing a number of her good things, & saying many 
chearful ones, she will sometimes look so piteous & in earnest, — 
apart, & as if some very melancholy thought came in her mind, — 
& her eyes shew such proofs of weeping, that you would love her 
very much, & long to know how to console her. Her resemblance 
to Shelley is more apparent, the more I see of her, even in face. 
Her eyes are not so dark as I at first supposed them; they are 
greyer & she has a look out with them at times so very like him, 
that I could shed tears at the sight.10

Three days later, on  A u g u st 30, w riting  from  th e  M ostyn  
A rm s in  Rhyll, H u n t is fu ller th a n  ever of the  v irtues a n d  
charm s of the  incom parable  M rs. D. " O h  yo u  w o u ld  love h e r  so 
if you  k new  her, she is so very  k in d  & generous, & suffers so 
m uch, & is so like Shelley . . . .  She is full of love for you  all."  
M arianne 's  am bivalence, no  d o u b t by  th is  tim e severely  tes ted , 
m ust have com e close to  the  b reak ing  p o in t w h e n  she  read  
H u n t's  next ra sh  rem arks.

10 Gates Collection.
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She shewed me, in Rydland Church, the place where she is to be 
buried, & then, in the church, kissed the tears in my eyes. I am 
sure you would be inclined to fold her to your heart twenty times 
in a day, if you were with her. Heaven bless you, my dear, dear 
wife, — the more, a thousand times, for your having so much 
love for loveable people, and such kindness for your ever loving 
husband.11

To be g iven  cred it for a to lerance th a t is un likely  to be felt u n d e r  
the  c ircum stances is aw k w ard  en o u g h , b u t M arianne 's  d isap ­
p o in tm en t m u st have  p eak ed  on  learn ing  th a t a copy of 
S hakespeare 's  so n n e ts  H u n t h a d  b o u g h t for h e r  in  S tratford 
w as in stead  h a n d e d  over to  h is hostess on  h is last day  in  Rhyll: 
"I k n ew  w h a t yo u  yourse lf w o u ld  w ish  m e to  do  w ith  the  book, 
th o u g h  specially d es ig n ed  for y o u , '' w as H u n t 's  ra th e r lam e 
exp lanation  for th is in ap p ro p ria te  b it of gen ero sity .12 The last 
le tte r from  H u n t in  th is  sequence , w ritten  on  Septem ber 3 from  
L lanbedr, w h e re  he  w as n o w  stay ing  w ith  Joseph  A blett, still 
finds h im  a ttr ib u tin g  to  h is darling  M olly feelings that, after the 
p rev ious w eek 's  b o m b ard m en t of un m itig a ted  praise  for M rs. 
D ., w e  d o u b t ever w ere  felt: "I shall n ev er cease to  th ink  m ost 
affectionately  of her, n o r  w o u ld  y o u  w ish  m e .13

M arianne m ay  n o t im m edia te ly  have  expressed  to  H u n t her 
v iew s on  th e  D ashw ood  affair, b u t  th ree  m o n th s  later h e r  d iary 
en try  for D ecem ber 3 ,  1835, m akes qu ite  clear w h a t could  easily 
have  been  p red ic ted : th a t M arianne w as jealous, a n d  th a t H u n t 
by  th is tim e n o  longer fo u n d  it politic to share  M rs. D ash­
w o o d 's  com m unications w ith  h is wife:

A letter from Wales to day /  I did not see it, (nor the last,) / I am 
sent again to Coventry! may my persecutors be forgiven as I 
forgive them! Sometimes I think my Henry believes me to be 
made of Stone & that I have not the common feelings & emotions 
of my sex — What can I do? . . . .  Oh Henry you may get a cleverer, 
you may get a handsomer Wife, but you will never get one to love 
you dearer, than your despised M arianne.14

11 Berg Collection, NYPL.
12 September 2, 1835, Holograph Letters, pp. 211-12.
13 Holograph Letters, p. 212.
14 Edmund Blunden, "Marianne Hunt: A Letter and Fragment of a 

Diary," Keats-Shelley Memorial Bulletin X (1959), p. 31.
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W e do  n o t k now  w h a t H u n t w as h id in g  from  M arianne: it m ay  
have re la ted  to  fu rth e r financial a rran g em en ts  th a t w ere  n o t 
going as expected; or it m ay  be th a t H u n t h a d  at last realized  
th a t M rs. D ash w o o d 's  u n g u a rd e d  expressions of sp iritua lized  
love could  n o t be accepted  at face value  by  h is ever "d o a tin g  
wife."

So far, w e k now  som eth in g  ab o u t the  u n h a p p y  e n d  of the  
H un t-D ashw ood  affair, a lo t abou t its climax, a n d  a m ere  trifle 
respecting  its dom estic  a fterm ath . But h o w  d id  th is  ex traord i­
nary  re la tionsh ip  begin? The p ro jec to r of ou r  co n tin u o u s m ovie 
seem s to  have sk ip p ed  over th is p a rt, o r d id  w e, p e rh a p s , fall 
asleep d u rin g  the  cred its an d  early  scenes?

O ur first clue is a seem ing ly  inn o cu o u s n o te  b u rie d  in  the  
"C o rre sp o n d en ts"  co lum n of the  London Journal for O ctober 29, 
1834. In  th is, H u n t as ed ito r ten d e rs  " O u r  best th an k s  to  the  
Lady w ho  fo rw arded  u s  in  so k ind  a m an n e r the  verses of M r 
Landor, ad d ressed  to  the  P resid en t of the  U n ited  States. W e 
need  n o t say  ho w  m uch  w e reg re t o u r inability  to  in se rt th em  
in th is unpolitical journal. W e shall m ake ourse lves a n d  ou r 
readers am en d s how ever, by  th e  fu rth e r  extracts w e in te n d  to 
give from  h is last vo lum e of p o e try ." 15

The a tten tive  read e r will notice th a t in  the  fo llow ing m o n th s  
W alter Savage L andor beg ins to  loom  large in  the  pages of Leigh 
Hunt's London Journal. O n  D ecem ber 3, the  p o e t's  "O d e  to  a 
F riend" (add ressed  to  Joseph  A blett) ap p ears , w hile  on  D ecem ­
ber 17, H u n t extracts a t len g th  from  an  Examiner article on  
L andor's  anonym ously  p u b lish ed  Citation and Examination of 
William Shakespeare . . . touching Deer-stealing (1834).16 O n  A pril 
15, 1835, H u n t p rin ts , w ith  extensive com m entary  concern ing  
his old ne ighbor from  the  F lo ren tine days of a decade earlier, 
L andor's  "To Joseph  A blett, Esqre. of L lanbedr H all, D enb igh­
sh ire ,"  a rifaccimento of the  earlier ode in  w h ich  H u n t, inc iden ­

15 Leigh Hunt's London Journal, Vol. I, No. 31, p. 248. The verses to Andrew 
Jackson ultimately appeared in Landor's Pericles and Aspasia (1836).

16 London Journal, No. 36, p. 282, and No. 38, pp. 298-299. The Examiner 
piece appeared November 30, 1834.
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tally, is b ro u g h t in to  fla tte ring  jux taposition  w ith  D ryden  and  
Spenser:

And live, too, thou for happier days,
Whom Dryden's force and Spenser's fays 

Have heart and soul possest:
Growl in grim London, he who will;
Revisit thou Maiano's hill,

And swell with pride his sunburnt breast.

Old Redi in his easy chair,
With varied chant awaits thee here,

And here are voices in the grove,
Aside my house, that makes me think 
Bacchus is coming down to drink 

To Ariadne's love.17

Publication  of the  im proved  L andorian  effort h ad  been  p re ­
ceded  by  an  an n o u n c em e n t in  the  " C o rresp o n d en ts"  section of 
the  A pril 1 n u m b er to  th is effect:

The enlarged copy of Mr Landor's ode will appear in our next. Its 
insertion has been delayed by a provoking accident, which has 
conspired, we fear, with another hindrance, to make us seem 
very unaccountable and thankless in the eyes of the fair Corre­
spondent by whom  it was forwarded. But we have been hoping, 
day by day, to be able to beg her acceptance of a little volume, 
which would have accompanied our letter of explanation; and in 
case this volume does not appear before the present Number of 
our JOURNAL, we hereby m ention the circumstance that she 
may see we are not quite so absurd as she might otherwise 
reasonably imagine.18 *

A publicity  ag en t of no  sm all effectiveness ap p ears  to have

17 London Journal, Vol. II, No. 55, pp. 113-114. Hunt had lived in Maiano, 
1823-25, and there translated Francesco Redi's verses into his Bacchus in 
Tuscany (1825). He had earlier written Bacchus and Ariadne (1819). These lines, 
with others, were dropped from the final version of the poem as it appears in 
The Poetical Works of Walter Savage Landor, edited by Stephen Wheeler (3 vols.; 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1937), Vol. III, pp. 8-10.

18 London Journal, Vol. II, No. 53, p. 104. The volume Hunt was hoping to
send his "fair Correspondent" was Captain Sword and Captain Pen, which was 
published in April 1835 and delivered to Lord Brougham, to whom it was 
dedicated, before April 7; presumably, it would have been ready for mailing 
to other quarters by the same date.
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been  at w ork  on  W alter Savage L an d o r 's  behalf. Finally, on  
June 13, L ando r's  touch ing  "To th e  S ister of C harles L am b" 
appeared  in  the  London Journal.19

M eantim e, to  re tu rn  to  the  p reced in g  year, o n  D ecem ber 24, 
1834, an d  again  in  the  "C o rre sp o n d e n ts"  co lum n, H u n t, in  the  
course of excusing h im self for th e  delayed  appearance  of 
certain  p rom ised  articles, w rites: "To one C o rresp o n d en t, 
how ever, a Lady, w e canno t he lp  m aking  o u r acknow ledg­
m en ts for the  le tte r received  from  W ales, accom panied  w ith  
apologies no  less need less in  them selves th a n  w elcom e an d  
deligh tfu l for the  sp irit th a t d ic ta ted  th e m ." 20 T here  is chivalry 
in  the  air here , an d  w ell m igh t w e ask, to  w h a t could  th is refer?

A th ree-page m an u scrip t le tte r in  the  N ew berry  L ibrary, 
Chicago, u n s ig n ed  an d  u n d a te d  by  year, a n d  cata logued  
sim ply as be ing  from  "a n  un id en tified  lady  to  Leigh H u n t ," 21 
w ith  the  suggestion  th a t 1835 can be assigned  to  it because of 
the reference it con ta ins to H u n t 's  London Journal, w o u ld  ap p ear 
to be the  link b e tw een  H u n t 's  tw o  slightly  cryptic m essages of 
1834 tucked  aw ay  in  "To C o rre sp o n d e n ts ."  It is clear from  the  
b reath less style, from  the  allusions to  L ando r a n d  Shelley, from  
the  w hole  ten o r of the  le tte r in  fact, th a t its au th o r is n o n e  o th er 
th an  A nna  M aria D ashw ood , an d  th a t th is  letter, w ritten  on  
N ovem ber 13, 1834, constitu tes the  real b eg inn ing  of an  ex ten ­
sive co rrespondence  th a t led  first to  the  de ligh ts  of B odryddan  
an d  u ltim ately  to  pain fu l d isap p o in tm en t. W e do  n o t k now  
precisely w h en  Leigh H u n t first took u p  the  ep isto lary  chal­
lenge, b u t it canno t be irre levan t th a t no  fu rth e r m essages to 
" th e  L ady" ap p ear in  the  co rrespondence  co rner of the  Journal 
after D ecem ber 24, u n til th e  one  on  A pril 1, 1835, w h ich  
certainly suggests  a connection  by  th is  tim e fairly w ell es tab ­
lished. H ere th en  is M rs. D ash w o o d 's  initial b id 22 to  captivate

19 No. 63, p. 181.
20 Vol. I, No. 39, p. 312.
21 Case MS/4A/39. For permission to publish this letter, I gratefully ac­

knowledge my thanks to the director of Library Services, the Newberry 
Library, Chicago.

22 If we except the first communication that obviously accompanied the 
transmittal of the rejected Landor ode — and to which the first lines of Mrs.
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th e  ed itor. It h as  no  sa lu tation .

The " friendly hand" has been obliged to transcribe the episto­
lary as well as the poetical lines — & "the Lady" — to whom it 
belongs, takes this opportunity of assuring Mr Leigh Hunt that 
she is [?charmed] by his polite refusal to insert the Republican 
ode in his admirable Journal; for were politics once introduced 
there, party-spirit & bitter feelings, their too constant compan­
ions, would poison the conciliatory, kind, charitable ones that so 
delightfully abound in those pages, that the heart which cannot 
be convinced by their benign & cheerful religiousness that true 
wisdom & pure happiness are & must be inseparable "is not a 
ground in which these plants will thrive." The consolatory 
promise of amends is also very acceptable to "the Lady["] — who 
cannot lose the present opportunity for endeavouring to interest 
Mr H unt in favour of a very large portion of the female readers of 
his Journal — & m ust therefore venture to inform him, bu t — "in a 
whisper soft & low" — that they, being utterly unblest with the 
developement of the organ of language, have had the mortifica­
tion of finding their most strenuous efforts to acquire the Latin 
tongue, defeated by a peculiar concavity in the organic apparatus 
of the brain & quite unavailable to carry them a single step 
beyond its accidence: consequently they are continually on the 
watch, & that with an excited impatience, most unsalutory to 
their delicate nervous temperaments, for the fulfilment of the 
hope Mr H unt has inspired them with, that he will, most kindly, 
enable them to enjoy the beauties they have already had a 
tantalizing glimpse of, in his lively allusion to Mr Landor's 
exquisite Latin Idyls23 — & they have the good fortune to be 
sufficiently acquainted with Mr H unt's poetical talent, to be 
convinced that Pan & Cupid will lose but little by their change of 
dress.

And now "the Ladys" hand and pen are a weary — yet must 
she in her secluded Valley, in "Ultima" Cambria, surrounded by 
oaks of Druidical parentage, ask their help a moment longer, to 
express her best good wishes that the "London Journal" may 
long very long be continued in the same gentle & social, 
instructive & elevating spirit that at the present time so eminently

Dashwood's letter probably refer.
23 Hunt's "lively allusion" appeared in No. 20, p. 154, when on August 13, 

1834, he promised to translate, for the benefit of his readers, some of "the 
charming Latin Idylls of Mr. Landor," if only the volume containing them 
were returned to him — which apparently it was not.
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distinguishes it  — & m a y  - - - - -  prosperity attend the often-tried
& never-failing friend of the lamented P: B: Shelly [sic]!

P:S: "The Lady" hopes Mr H unt may find some thing in the 
accompanying book — worthy of notice—
Novr 13.

[Addressed:] Leigh H unt Esqr

It w ou ld  be in te restin g  to  k now  h o w  Leigh H u n t resp o n d e d  
to  M rs. D ashw ood  w h e n  not confined  to  th e  pages of the  
London Journal. U n fo rtunately , w e have  no  co rrespondence  
from  th is early  period , b u t from  a so m ew h at later d a te  a t least 
one such  H u n t le tte r exists. It is a long , in fo rm ative one  w ritten  
a full year after h is jo u rn ey  to  W ales, a n d  reveals the  a u th o r in  
a very  anxious state  a t n o t h av ing  received  an  an sw er to  h is last 
letter:

I am very uneasy, my dear friend, at not hearing from you. I have 
delayed writing from day to day, partly for fear of being thought 
importunate . . .; partly, I confess, for dread of ill news. . . . 
Sometimes I almost fancy that I have offended you; but then 
comes the puzzling question "In what?" and besides, I reckon 
that you would be generous enough to let me know what has 
given you offence, & so enable me assuredly to do it away: for I 
am as clear of any intention or consciousness to that effect, as the 
day-light.24

Leigh H u n t 's  anxiety  o n  th is occasion seem s to  have  h a d  no  
real foundation  an d  w as u n d o u b ted ly  p ro m p te d  by  m ortifica­
tion, w hich  h e  m en tions he re  a n d  h a d  exp ressed  in  h is 
prev ious le tte r to M rs. D ashw ood , over h is son  Jo h n 's  hav ing  
w ritten  a critical article in su lting  to  th e ir m u tu a l friend  M r. 
Landor. M rs. D ash w o o d 's  en d o rse m en t m akes it clear th a t she 
answ ered  th is S ep tem ber 12, 1836, letter, th e  res t of w h ich  is 
devo ted  to a d iscussion  of H u n t 's  as ye t u n fin ish ed  an d  
u n n am ed  "B lue-Stocking Revels; or The Feast of the  V io lets,"  
w hich  the  p o e t w as ded ica ting  to  A. M. D. H u n t 's  six lines on  
M rs. D ashw ood , beg in n in g  "H ea r, A nna , tru e  w om an , P hoe­
ban  all o 'e r ,"  g iven  in  th is le tte r for the  lad y 's  approval, finally

24 Payson G. Gates Collection.
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ap p e are d  w ith  th e  res t of the  satirical poem  n ine  m on ths  later 
in  the  July 1837 n u m b er of the  M onthly Repository,25 of w hich  
H u n t h a d  becom e editor.

The sam e year, 1837, saw  the  fru its of a collaborative effort by 
W alter Savage L andor, A n n a  M aria D ashw ood , Leigh H un t, 
a n d  tw o  of M rs. D ash w o o d 's  connections in  Joseph  A blett's  
p riva tely  p rin te d  Literary Hours. In  th is, H u n t 's  poem s 
"B o d ry d d an "  an d  "L la n b e d r — 1835," com m em orating  his visit 
to  W ales — a n d  frien d sh ip  w ith  M rs. D ashw ood  an d  A b le tt— 
d u ly  a p p e a re d .26

T hus, H u n t 's  re la tionsh ip  w ith  A nna  M aria D ashw ood , 
d esp ite  the  m isgivings reg iste red  by  M arianne in  late 1835, 
co n tin u ed  o n  an  active basis for a t least th ree  years. D id it 
con tinue  longer? R. H . S uper s ta tes  th a t M rs. D ashw ood 's  
co rrespondence  w ith  L andor ceased  w ith  h e r second m arriage 
in  1838.27 W h eth er th is self-im posed  silence app lied  to  H u n t as 
w ell rem ains to  be seen.

H ow  m uch  m ore of the  H un t-D ash w o o d  correspondence, 
w h ich  m u st after th ree  years  have  been  fairly volum inous, 
surv ives is difficult to  de te rm ine . N o  le tters  be tw een  them  are 
reco rded  in  the  British L ib rary  — or, for th a t m atter, in  the 
N ational L ibrary of W ales or in  U niversity  College of N orth  
W ales a t B angor (w hich does, how ever, h o ld  docum en ts p e r­
ta in ing  to  the  B odryddan  estate); L u ther Brew er, for h is part, 
laid  claim  to none; w hile  T h o rn to n  H u n t as ed ito r of The 
Correspondence of Leigh H unt (1862), w ith o u t nam ing  M rs. D ash­
w o o d  or p rin tin g  any  H u n t-D ash w o o d  letters, m erely  alludes 
to h e r  in  say ing  "O n e  of the  friends w h o  jo ined  in  lend ing  their 
su p p o rt in  difficulty w as a lady  res id en t in  W ales, w h o  becam e 
a faithful co rre sp o n d en t, to w h o m  Leigh H u n t pa id  a visit in  
1835." 28 * A n d  the  tw o  le tters  from  his fa ther to  M arianne dating

25 Monthly Repository, Vol. I, p. 33.
26 "Bodryddan" also appeared in the Monthly Repository for October 1837,

pp. 243-46, and "Llanbedr" in the February 1838 issue, pp. 141-42.
27 R. H. Super, Walter Savage Landor: A Biography (New York: New York 

University Press, 1954), p. 288.
28 The Correspondence of Leigh Hunt, edited by His Eldest Son (London:

Smith, Elder and Co., 1862), Vol. I, p. 275.
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from  th is trip  th a t T h o rn to n  pub lishes  are  b o th  heavily  
expu rga ted .29 H er initials on ly  escape in  an  1837 le tte r from  
Egerton W ebbe to  H u n t, an d  once, in  a to tally  an o d y n e  
context, he r last nam e crops u p  in  a February  1838 le tte r from  
H u n t to  L ando r.30 It is to  be feared  th a t m uch  of the ir direct 
co rresp o n d en ce—H u n t's  share  in  p a rticu la r—has b een  lost or 
destroyed . In  fact, h a d  it n o t b een  for M arian n e 's  care in  
p reserv ing  Leigh H u n t 's  rem arkable  series of le tte rs  to  her, M rs. 
D ashw ood 's  nam e, for all in ten ts  a n d  p u rp o se s , w o u ld  be as 
absen t from  H u n t 's  life sto ry  as it is from  su b seq u en t versions 
of the  " Blue-Stocking R evels."

A nd  w h a t of M rs. D ashw ood? D id she  live h ap p ily  ever 
after? O u r p rincipal source for the  basic facts of h e r  life is the  
au tob iography  p u b lish ed  a t the  tu rn  of th e  cen tu ry  by  h e r 
cousin  A u g u stu s  J. C. H are. From  h im  w e learn  h o w  A nna  
M aria Shipley, the  d a u g h te r  of W illiam  D avies Shipley, d e a n  of 
St. A saph  from  1774 to  h is d e a th  in  1826,

who had been cruelly married by her father against her will to the 
savage paralytic Mr. Dashwood, and who had been very many 
years a widow, had, in 1838, made a second marriage with an old 
neighbour, Mr. Jones, who, however, lived only a year. In 1840, 
she married as her third husband the Rev. George Chetwode, 
and died herself in the year following. Up to the time of her 
death, it was believed and generally understood that the heirs of 
her large fortune were the children of her cousin Francis, but it 
was then discovered that two days before she expired, she had 
made a will in pencil in favour of Mr. Chetwode, leaving all she 
possessed in his power.31

29 Ibid., 276-77.
30 Ibid., 326 and 318, respectively.
31 The Story of My Life (4 vols.; New York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 

1896-1901), Vol. I, pp. 124-25. In Hare's volumes can also be found plentiful 
material about Mrs. Dashwood's ancestors and connections, including her 
grandfather, Jonathan Shipley (1714-88), Bishop of St. Asaph from 1769, the 
intimate friend of Benjamin Franklin, Burke, and Sir Joshua Reynolds; her 
uncle, the Orientalist Sir William Jones (1746-94); another uncle, Francis 
Hare-Naylor (1753-1815), author, and father of Augustus, Julius, Marcus, and 
Francis Hare, the last Landor's "particular friend"; and her brother-in-law, 
Reginald Heber (1783-1826), Bishop of Calcutta from 1822 and the author of 
many well-known hymns.
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E lsew here H are  p rov ides m ore p u n g e n t details on  the  dom es­
tic ty ran n ies  of th e  D ean  a n d  on  the  calam ity -strew n p a th  of his 
d au g h te r. " A n n a  M aria h a d  becom e engaged  to  C ap ta in  D ash­
w ood , a very  h a n d so m e  y o u n g  officer, b u t  before the  tim e 
cam e at w h ich  he  w as to  claim  h e r  h a n d , he  w as com pletely 
para ly sed , c ripp led , a n d  a lm ost im becile. T hen  she flung  
herse lf u p o n  h e r  knees, im p lo ring  h e r fa ther w ith  tears n o t to 
in sist u p o n  h e r  m arriage w ith  h im ; b u t the  D ean  stern ly  
re fu sed  to  re len t, say ing  she h a d  g iven  h e r  w ord , an d  m ust 
keep  it." 32

Follow ing the  d e a th  of h e r  h u sb a n d  a n d  m any  dull years 
sp e n t back at B odryddan , A nna  M aria again  found  love an d  the 
p ro sp ec t of a h a p p y  m arriag e  — w ith  Sir T hom as M aitlan d  — 
w hile  so jou rn ing  in  C orfu. “ But she  in sisted  on  com ing hom e 
to  ask  h e r  fa th e r 's  consen t, a t w h ich  th e  D ean  w as quite  
furious. 'W hy  could  you  n o t m arry  h im  at o n ce? ' — a n d  indeed , 
before she  could  get back to  h e r  lover, h e  died!" 33

A fter such  a b ligh ted  life, it is no  w o n d er Leigh H u n t 
de tec ted  tears  in  h e r eyes a n d  an  un fa thom ab le  sadness w h en  
v isiting  M rs. D ashw ood  in  1835. F reed  by  the  d ea th  of M rs. 
Y onge in  1837 to  p u rsu e  a life of h e r  ow n , the  m atu re  A nna 
M aria fared  little b e tte r  in  h e r  re la tions w ith  m en: Colonel Jones 
is described  by  H are  as a w holly  insensitive  m an  “ celebrated 
for h is fearfully  v io len t te m p e r,"  the  R everend  C hetw ode as 
" an  o ld  b eau  w h o  u se d  to  com b his ha ir w ith  a leaden  com b to 
efface the  g rey ." 34 Life w ith  th e  “ selfish a n d  d icta toria l" D ean35 
ev iden tly  h a d  n o t p rep a re d  h e r  for the  choices incum ben t u p o n  
a m idd le-aged  heiress.

Less colorful, b u t  of m ore im portance  to  h e r rela tions w ith  
Leigh H u n t, are the  precise d a tes  th a t can be a ttached  to  events 
in  M rs. D ash w o o d 's  career. The sixth of D ean  S hip ley 's  eight

32 Ibid., II, 314.
33 Ibid., II, 315. Sir Thomas Maitland (?1759-1824) was lord high commis­

sioner of the Ionian Islands and commander-in-chief of the Mediterranean, 
1815-24.

34 Ibid.
35 Ibid., IV, 126.
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children , she  w as b o rn  F ebruary  20, 1787,36 an d  th u s  w o u ld  
have been  forty-eight a t the  tim e of h e r  m eeting  w ith  H u n t. H er 
m arriage to  C harles A rm and  D ashw ood , a w id o w er (form erly 
L ieu tenant-C olonel in  th e  Royal H orse  G u ard s  Blue) took  place 
D ecem ber 30, 1808, one of the  w itnesses  to  the  cerem ony  b e ing  
h e r  fu tu re  b ro ther-in -law  R eginald  H eb e r.37 D ashw ood  d ied  
th ree  years later in  D erbyshire , o n  February  12, 1812, aged  
forty -eigh t.38 Follow ing the  d e a th  of h e r a u n t Barbara Y onge, in  
1837, w h en  a n ep h ew , C ap ta in  W illiam  Ship ley-C onw y, suc­
ceeded  to  the  B odryddan  esta te , A n n a  M aria left W ales for 
C heltenham .39 O n  M arch 28, 1838, she  m arried  C olonel Leslie 
G rove Jo n es  — a v e te ran  of the  P en in su la r cam paign  (in w h ich  
he served  as L ieu tenan t-C olonel, 1st R egim ent, G renad ier 
G uards) a n d  a w rite r of v io len t le tte rs  to  th e  Times d u rin g  th e  
Reform  agita tion  of the  early  1830s; h e  su rv ived  bare ly  fifty 
w eeks after their u n io n , a second  m arriage for b o th  p a rtn e rs , 
dy ing  on  M arch 12, 1839, in  h is six tieth  year, in  B uckingham  
Street, S tran d .40 * * H er th ird  m arriage, to  th e  R everend  G eorge 
C hetw ode (1791-1870), p e rp e tu a l C ura te  of C hilton , Bucks., 
ano ther w idow er, took  place a t M ary lebone S ep tem ber 1,

36 Her birth date is given in Norman Tucker's "Bodrhyddan and the 
Families of Conwy, Shipley-Conwy and Rowley-Conwy," Journal of the 
Flintshire Historical Society 20 (1962): 12, 18, 25.

37 Information kindly supplied by A. G. Veysey, County Archivist, Clwyd 
County Record Office, Wales, who also reports that he could find no record 
either of her baptism or of her burial at Rhuddlan (or Rydland), where her
father, the Dean, lies. Two others who have generously supplied informa­
tion, clippings, and suggestions relevant to Mrs. Dashwood's life, and to 
whom I am extremely grateful, are P. W. Davies, assistant archivist, Depart­
ment of Manuscripts and Records, The National Library of Wales, and H. J. 
Parker of Brighton.

38 Gentleman's Magazine 82, n.s. 5 (Jan.-June 1812): 297; Burke's Peerage and 
Baronetage (105th ed.; repr. 1976), p. 735.

39 Hare, op. cit., II, 315; William Tydeman, "Ablett of Llanbedr: Patron of
the Arts," Denbighshire Historical Society Transactions 19 (1970): 180, n. 62. This
article, forwarded by Rona Aldrich, Divisional Librarian, Rhyl Library,
Museum & Arts Centre, contains much of interest concerning A. M. 
Dashwood, W. S. Landor, and Leigh Hunt, as well as Joseph Ablett.

40 "Leslie Grove Jones," Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. 30 (1892), p. 
146; Annual Register 1839, p. 329.

 
http://ir.uiowa.edu/bai/vol49/iss1



1840,41 an d  w as fo llow ed by  h e r ow n  d e a th  on  A ugust 2 5 ,  1841, 
a t C hilton42 — from  w h a t cause w e do  n o t know . It w as C het­
w ode , w h o  su b seq u en tly  w e n t on  to  a th ird  an d  th en  a fou rth  
w ife, w h o  in h erited  A n n a  M aria 's £2,000 a year, h e r d iam onds, 
a n d  th e  p a in tin g s  left h e r  by  Colonel Jones together w ith  those 
L ando r h a d  assem bled  for h e r  in  Ita ly .43

A nna  M aria D ashw ood  has an  honorab le  place in  the  biog­
raph ies  of W alter Savage L andor by  R. H . S uper (1954) and  
M alcolm  E lw in (1958) — b u t barely  a w alk-on  role in  those of 
Leigh H u n t. O n e  le tte r from  h e r th a t has escaped  notice, 
p u b lish ed  on ly  in  p a rt  by  L u ther Brew er in  the  Holograph Letters 
(p. 216), an d  n o t in  an y  w ay  iden tified  by  him  as being  
connected  w ith  M rs. D ashw ood , suggests  th a t she m ay have 
w ritten  herse lf o u t of literary  h isto ry  by  v irtue  of the  changes in  
nam e th a t fo llow ed h e r  m arriages. W rongly  d a ted  by Brewer 
"circa 1836,"  it is s igned  A. M. Jones, is in  a difficult-to-read 
scrip t identical to  th a t of h e r le tte r of N ovem ber 13, 1834, and , 
like th a t o th er m issive, also lacks a sa lu ta tion .44

24 Manchester Square 
Friday

I cannot leave London without sending a little line or two of 
enquiry after my friends in Cheyne Row for I have heard nothing 
of them since the account of their son Henry's appointment 
reached me. Most truly did I rejoice in it for well I knew what a 
source of comfort it would prove to those affectionate hearts that 
had been m ourning in anticipation his departure to far off lands. 
I hope he is persevering in office — & that your eldest son is going 
on happily as editor of the Sheffield liberal paper. But not less 
perhaps do I wish to know how the play you were so deeply 
engaged in some m onths ago has thriven. I have looked for some 
notice of i t  — but in vain — few newspapers have passed through 
my hands without my cherishing a hope that I might find some

41 Gentleman's Magazine n.s. 14 (Jul.-Dec. 1840): 424; Annual Register 1840, p. 
139; Burke's Peerage, pp. 531-532.

42 Gentleman's Magazine n.s. 16 (Jul.-Dec. 1841): 442.
43 Hare, op. cit., II, 315.
44 MS in the Brewer-Leigh Hunt Collection at The University of Iowa. For 

permission to publish this letter, I am grateful to Robert A. McCown, head, 
Special Collections and Manuscripts Librarian, University Libraries.
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goodly mention of it  — but from the time you named it to this 
hour not a sound of its progress has reached my ears—

Very often Mr Ablett enquires after you & often asks me to 
point out any way whereby he might assist you. I shall direct as 
in old days but should be much pleased if you could tell me that 
my note follows you to your favourite Hampstead fields. At all 
events pray inform me how you are going on & how em ployed — 
Remember me most kindly to Mrs H unt & accept my every most 
friendly wish

A M Jones — 

Pray direct your answer & let [it] be a full one on all interesting 
points to Mrs Leslie Jones — 

If n o th in g  else, th is  curious le tte r d em o n stra tes  th a t M rs. 
D ashw ood 's  in te rest in  H u n t d id  n o t cease w ith  h e r  m arriage to  
Colonel Jones. W e k now  th a t its com position  m u s t fall b e tw een  
M arch 28, 1838, w h e n  she becam e A. M . Jones, a n d  th e  sp ring  
of 1840, w h e n  H u n t m oved  aw ay  from  C heyne  Row. H er 
allusion to  new s received of tw o  of H u n t 's  sons m ay  be to  the  
letter Leigh H u n t h a d  w ritten  h e r abou t February  2, 1838, in  
w hich  he  enclosed  a n o th e r for L andor bearing  th a t d a te .45 In 
th is com m unication  he  h a d  no  d o u b t in fo rm ed  h e r th a t T h o rn ­
ton  h ad  a t last left hom e for S tockport to  becom e ed ito r of the  
North Cheshire Reformer — a p a p e r  M rs. Jones ab sen t-m inded ly  
confuses w ith  th e  m uch  b e tte r  k n o w n , ex trem e dem ocratic  
Sheffield Free Press. T h o rn to n  h a d  left for th is job at the  
beg inn ing  of 1838, an d  w as again  back in  L o n d o n  by  M arch 
1839.46 The le tter m ost p robab ly  d a tes  from  m id-1838, w h ich  
coincides w ith  the  period  of H u n t 's  g rea t ab so rp tio n  in  h is first 
p lay , A  Legend of Florence, a n d  p re lim inary  efforts to  ge t it 
p roduced .

W e do n o t k now  w h e th e r  H u n t an sw e re d  A n n a  M aria 's 
inquiries, b u t it w o u ld  have been  un like  h im  n o t to  have

45 Correspondence, I, 318: "I have troubled Mrs. Dashwood to become the 
medium of this letter's transmission. . . ." The redating of the A. M. Jones 
letter also allows reconsideration of the date of Henry Hunt's Treasury 
appointment, usually given as 1836, when he was barely seventeen.

46 See Leigh Hunt to G. J. De Wilde, January 3, 1838, Correspondence, I, 304; 
and Leigh Hunt to G. H. Lewes, March 23 [1839], LH 47, Carl H. Pforzheimer 
Shelley and His Circle Collection, NYPL.
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re p lie d  — especially  to  an  obviously  still-fond lady. But tha t 
M rs. Jo n es 's  in te res t in  Leigh H u n t 's  w elfare con tinued  even 
b ey o n d  1838 is sh o w n  by  h e r con tribu tions to  the  Private List 
fu n d  (for H u n t 's  benefit) o rgan ized  by  John  Forster, Thom as 
N oon  T alfourd , a n d  R ichard  H en ry  H orne: H o rn e 's  receipts 
record  a d o n a tio n  of £10 from  M rs. Jones in  June 1839 and  
a n o th e r  of £5 from  the  sam e source in  July of 1840.47 This 
increases the  likelihood th a t com m unication  b e tw een  the  tw o 
w as n ev er com pletely  severed . But u n less  or u n til fu rther 
co rrespondence  from  A. M . Jones or A. M. C hetw ode  surfaces, 
th e  tru e  e n d in g  of th is  Shelleyan  rom ance will con tinue 
sh ro u d e d  in  som e m ystery . In  the  m ean tim e, H u n t 's  letters to 
her, from  h er, a n d  abou t h e r  rem ain  the  m ost en d u rin g  
m o n u m e n t to  th is tru ly  ex trao rd inary  w o m a n  — a rom antic in 
the  incip ien t V ictorian age.

47 Huntana 74, Carl H. Pforzheimer Shelley and His Circle Collection.
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