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Reflections o n  A H ero P e rish ed

PAUL BAENDER

A  Hero Perished: The Diary and Selected 
Letters of Nile Kinnick (U niversity  of Iow a P ress, 1991) beg an  for 
m e in  O ctober 1989. I h a p p e n e d  to  learn  th e n  from  D avid 
Schoonover, C ura to r of Rare Books, th a t Special C ollections at 
the  U niversity  of Iow a Libraries h e ld  a N ile K innick P apers 
Collection. D avid sh o w ed  m e one of K innick 's d iary  n o te 
books, an d  at once, w ith  a fervor I still can n o t a ltoge ther 
explain, I knew  th a t he re  w as so m eth in g  to  do. H ere  w as the  
p ro spec t of a book by  a n d  abou t a m an  I h a d  h e a rd  of w ith  
d istan t fascination in  m y  C alifornia boyhood . I d iscovered  th a t 
no  one h ad  d o n e  or do n e  w ell w h a t w as obv ious to do , a book  
p resen tin g  K innick in  h is o w n  w o rd s  a n d  as w h a t a latecom er 
m igh t believe he  tu rn e d  o u t to be. Early in  1990, d u rin g  m y 
research, a m an  I m et w hile  checking K innick 's c itations a t the  
local C hristian  Science R eading  Room  asked  m e w h y  I w as 
w orking  on  K innick. W hat he  m ea n t to  ask , I g a th e red , w as 
w h a t an  E nglish p rofessor, of all p eop le , w as u p  to. H is 
legitim ate q uestion  deserv ed  a frank  an sw er, a n d  I sa id  " I 'm  
do ing  it for the  m o n ey ."  I w as ash am ed  as soon  as I said  th is. 
I knew  I w as p u ttin g  h im  off w ith  fake candor, a n d  I h o p e  he  
d id  n o t recognize th a t I w as d isgu ising  a res id u a l fascination  
th ro u g h  a venal m otive th a t he  a n d  an y b o d y  else o u tside  m y 
head  w ou ld  u n d e rs ta n d  if desp ise . E ven w alk ing -around  
m oney  w as nice to th in k  of, b u t it w o u ld  be on ly  a h a p p y  
byproduct. I also k n ew  m y  m otive could  n o t be p ro fessional 
advancem ent, for I w as a te n u re d  p ro fesso r n ea rin g  re tirem en t 
w ho  h ad  reached  an  age w h e n  no  w ork  he  m igh t do  w o u ld  
m uch  affect h is s tan d in g  am ong  h is peers , except p e rh a p s  for 
the  w orse if it w as som eth in g  th ey  th o u g h t b e n e a th  doing . But 
besides m y in te rest a n d  curiosity  reg ard in g  K innick, I adm it to
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an  a ttrac tion  to w ard  w h a t looked  to  be an  easy  pro ject after m y 
invo lvem en t in  several th a t h a d  taken  years. This w o u ld  be a 
sh o rt m averick  ad v e n tu re  w ith  a subject novel b u t sim ple, and  
I w o u ld  go a t it one on  o n e —n o  d ependencies , no  survival 
gear. I w as w rong . The p ro ject tu rn e d  o u t to  be an y th in g  but 
easy , sh o rt, or sim ple; a n d  it s tre tched  m y persona l and  
p ro fessional resources to  the  p o in t th a t I becam e a finely d raw n  
w ire indeed .

The book  w as in  tw o  basic w ays unlike any  o th er research  
p ro ject in  m y  career. First, I o ften  h a d  to reso rt to living 
in fo rm an ts  in stead  of a b o d y  of p rio r scho larsh ip  based  on  dead  
sources w h o  could  n o t talk  back. For K innick such  a body  did 
n o t exist. T hree fam ily scrapbooks in  the  K innick Collection 
co n stitu ted  an  am ple  record , b u t I realized  early  th a t if m y book 
w as to consist largely  of K innick 's d iary  an d  letters, I w ou ld  
n eed  m ore  exp lanato ry  in form ation . The sources w ou ld  have
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to be peop le  w h o  h ad  been  there , w h o  could  iden tify  p e rso n s  
a n d  places a n d  o therw ise  he lp  develop  the  back g ro u n d  of 
K innick 's personal experience.

A nd  so after I h a d  read  every th ing  in  the  Collection, selected  
the  letters to pub lish , an d  iso lated  crucial b lank  spo ts , I s ta rted  
looking for people. T here w as m uch  flailing abou t, b u t  I w as 
fo rtuna te  in hav ing  a g rapev ine  of contacts deve lop  w ith o u t m y 
control. I h a p p e n ed  to k now  p eop le  w h o  p u t m e on  to  o thers  
w ho , them selves usefu l, led  m e to  still o th ers  w h o  to ld  m e 
m ore th an  I k new  e n o u g h  to ask  abou t. To locate friends of 
K innick w h o  h ad  long  since left Iow a C ity or Iow a altogether, 
I frequen tly  called on  th e  m ailing  list of th e  Iow a A lum ni 
A ssociation, w hich  led  m e to c lassm ates from  P uget S ound  to 
Jacksonville, Florida. W here there  w as no  local contact of any  
sort I could  be fru stra ted , m ost no tab ly  in  the  case of Celia 
Peairs (now  M rs. Celia Peairs Fay), a significant w o m an  for 
K innick from  1940 to the  en d  of h is life. T hough  a D es M oines 
native, she h a d  n o t a tte n d e d  Iow a b u t d id  take a m as te r 's  
degree a t the  U niversity  of Chicago. I h a d  w rong ly  a ssu m ed  
th a t Kinnick first m et h e r in  Iow a C ity th o u g h  I k n ew  from  his 
correspondence  th a t he  v isited  h e r  in  C hicago in  1940 a n d  1941. 
I located  h e r a t last th ro u g h  the  U n iversity  of C hicago A lum ni 
A ssociation, as I sh o u ld  have  d o n e  earlier.

There w as a d istinct p a tte rn  of resp o n se  am o n g  m y in for
m ants. Eager to  he lp , m any  te n d e d  to w ard  anecdo tes, a few  or 
ju st one, an d  tow ard  descrip tions of K innick in  scenes w h ere  
they  too h ad  been  p re se n t as observers  o r active parties . A n d  it 
d id  n o t m atte r w h e th e r  th ey  h a d  k n o w n  h im  w ell or h a rd ly  a t 
all. O ne m an  w h o  d id  n o t k now  h im  e n o u g h  to speak  to  h a d  sat 
next to h im  once at W h e ts to n e 's  lu n ch  co u n te r in  the  sp rin g  of 
1940. H e recalls w h a t K innick w as w e a r in g —jeans a n d  a 
T -sh irt—a n d  th a t som e guy  w alk ing  p a s t b e h in d  th em  p u t  his 
h a n d s  on  K innick 's sh o u ld ers  a n d  said  som eth in g  like " H o w 's  
it going, M r. W orld?" E nd  of sto ry , ex ten t of acquain tance . A 
w om an  w ho  k new  h im  ra th e r  w e ll—his da te  after the  College 
All-Star G am e of 1940—recalls th a t he  calm ly h a n d le d  the
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au to g ra p h  seekers an d  the  rep o rte rs  a n d  th a t he  an d  she th en  
w e n t o u t to  m ore th a n  one  C hicago nightclub .

The anecdo tes w ere  only  occasionally  re levan t to  the  sort of 
book  I env isioned . A  valuable long  article or sho rt book, 
a n o th e r  p ro ject a ltoge ther, m igh t be a collection of anecdotes 
abou t K innick in  all h is contexts. This w o u ld  am o u n t to a 
C ubist ren d itio n , suggesting  th e  idea of The M an Cut in Slices 
th a t in tr ig u ed  H en ry  M iller, for the  assem bled  stories are  often 
in co n g ru en t a n d  p ro d u ce  a flat, tw o-d im ensional effect. W hat 
d e p th , w h a t in te rio r K innick, w o u ld  one infer from  a collection 
th a t to ld  of h is b u y in g  beer for h im self an d  tw o friends in 
O m aha  w hile th ey  w ere  all u n d e rag e  a n d  next to ld  of his 
u sh e rin g  at th e  C hristian  Science church  in  Iow a C ity?1 P erhaps 
the  m ost reliable genera l in ference from  such  a ga thering  
w o u ld  be th a t K innick com partm en ta lized  his experience and  
his acquain tances. Such a conclusion  is a lready  ind ica ted  in  the 
in stance  of Judge W illiam  C. S tuart, one of m y m ost generous 
a n d  help fu l in fo rm an ts. H e w as K innick 's fra tern ity  b ro ther, 
a n d  d u rin g  K innick 's year in  law  school th ey  room ed  together 
in  the  Iow a Law  C om m ons. K innick once g ro u p ed  him  am ong  
his "closest frien d s."  But th o u g h  Judge S tuart has w ritten  a 
de ta iled  rem iniscence of the  K innick he  knew , he could no t 
he lp  m e locate Celia Peairs. H e h a d  n ever h ea rd  of her. W hen 
I la ter to ld  M rs. Fay th is, she  said  "I w o n d e r w here  he th o ugh t 
N ile w as going  all those  w e e k e n d s ."  N o t th a t K innick had  
an y th in g  to  h ide  from  him ; he  sim ply  k ep t Celia in  one niche 
an d  Bill in  ano ther.

The K innick le tters  h is friends have  d o n a ted  to the  Collection 
confirm  th is  sense  of him , th o u g h  of course  he  m igh t chat to 
one friend  ab o u t the  do ings of o thers . R eaders of A  Hero 
Perished will have no ticed  ho w  oratorical a n d  o ld -fash ioned  his 
p ro se  frequen tly  so u n d s  in  le tte rs  hom e. In  w riting  to his 1

1 Michael Kelly reports the beer anecdote in an article on A Hero Perished (Omaha 
World-Herald, 27 October 1991), as told to him by Kinnick's friend at Benson High 
School, Ed Kiddoo. Many anecdotes about Kinnick and the 1939 football season are in 
Al Couppee, One Magic Year (n.p., 1989). For others see Scott M. Fisher, The Ironmen 
(Lincoln, 1989), and D.W. Stump, Kinnick: Man and Legend (Iowa City, 1975).
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fam ily, even  to  h is y o u n g e r b ro th e r  G eorge, he  clicked in to  a 
cu ltural trad ition  th a t p rized  linguistic  deco rum  an d  form al 
eloquence; only  occasionally d id  he  lapse  in to  the  vernacu lar. 
R eaders m ay  also have  no ticed  th a t he  som etim es rep ea ted  
identifications of h is friends to  h is p a re n ts , a ten d en cy  o ften  
dem o n stra ted  in  le tte rs  om itted  from  th e  book. H is friends 
w ere so d istan t in  h is global sense  of h is experience th a t he  
th o u g h t h is p a ren ts  m igh t n o t rem em b er th em  from  p rev ious 
in troductions. O n  the  o th e r h a n d , le tte rs  to  Jim  G eorge, Bob 
H obbs, E rw in P rasse, an d  o th e rs —d o n a te d  too late  to include  
in  the  b o o k —have d ifferen t sty les a n d  tones , a n d  th ese  vary  
som ew hat from  one co rre sp o n d en t to  ano th er. In  w riting  to  Jim 
G eorge, Kinnick e n te red  their n iche , a n o th e r  e th o s  w ith  its ow n  
circle of fam iliar nam es, m em ories, a n d  concerns; an d  his p rose  
accordingly becam e casual, a t ease in  a n o th e r  co n tin u in g  
conversation . In  one place he  p a ro d ied  h is form al style w h e n  
hum orously  claim ing h u r t feelings; in  th e  sam e le tter, w h e n  
after m en tion ing  the  w ar h e  beg an  his oratorical m an n er, he  
realized th a t he  w as m o u n tin g  a soapbox for the  w ro n g  p e rso n , 
offered a d isc la im er— "I am  n o t se rm on iz ing  b u t ju s t im parting  
a th o u g h t" —a n d  re tu rn e d  to  inform ality .

A daptability  of th is so rt im plies receptiv ity . K innick w as "all 
th ere"  for h is p a ren ts , h is b ro th e rs , h is g ran d m o th er , a n d  his 
friends. N obody  got th e  b rushoff; to  everyone  w h o  k n ew  h im  
he  seem ed  a tten tive , deferen tia l, a n d  w arm . N or does he  
ap p ear to have  ap p ro ach ed  a recep tive  lim it; as h is d e a th  date  
n eared  he  reco rded  in  h is d iary  a m ass of inc iden ta l im p res
sions from  the  big n ew  w orld  of an  ocean  en v iro n m en t, w ith  its 
flying fishes a n d  its T rin idad . A n d  so anyone  p ro p o sin g  a 
Kinnick b iog raphy  sh o u ld  keep  tw o  cau tions in  m ind . First, 
d iscovery of m ore K innick le tte rs  o u tside  the  fam ily m ay  reveal 
a still b ro ad er sensibility  an d  a m ore com plicated  character th a n  
w e no w  know . Second, h a d  h e  lived, h e  m igh t have  gone on  to 
am ass im pressions a n d  acquain tances, w ith  an  a tte n d a n t dif
fusion  of h is a ttitu d es , th ro u g h o u t a long  life. T h o u g h  he  
evinced strong  basic tendenc ies, such  as am bition  a n d  no sta l
gia, the  u ltim ate  con tou rs he  m igh t have  p u t  u p o n  h is  experi
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ence m u st therefo re  be left to 
specu la tion . Possibly an  ex
p a n d e d  recep tiv ity  w ou ld  
have  d e layed  h is in teg ra tion  
to the  p o in t th a t he  becam e a 
social a n d  political bu tterfly , 
ye t h is p rinc ip les of eco
nom ic a n d  racial equ ity  
seem ed  unchangeab le . N o 
one  can  say w h a t w o u ld  
have  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  such  a 
m an  d ies a t tw en ty -fou r.

The o th e r u n iq u e  fea tu re  
of the  K innick p ro ject w as 
th a t I h a d  no  critical trad ition  
to jo in , or ra th e r  n o n e  th a t I 
cared  to  join. Several am a
teu r  p ieces have  co n trib u ted  obscure  facts unavailab le w ithou t 
their he lp , an d  th a t is good , b u t th e ir com m on hero  w orsh ip  
has been  naive to the  ex ten t of m isrep resen ta tion . As a body  
th ey  have m an u fac tu red  a sa p p y  p a rag o n  th a t in  life w ou ld  be 
a bore  a n d  th a t K innick n ev er w as or tried  to  be. The cu lm ina
tion  of th is trad ition  w as reached  early, in  " The 
N ile K innick S to ry ,"  a 1951 comic book fea tu re .2 The story  line 
w as a so rt of trompe l'oeil: h o w  m any  erro rs can you  spo t in 
these  p ictures?  A m ong  them , K innick su p p o sed ly  caugh t a 
scoring pass  th a t a llow ed Iow a to  com e from  b eh ind  
aga in st N o tre  D am e in  1939 (tw o errors); he  su p p o sed ly  strafed  
a Japanese  airfield in  the  Pacific a n d  later c rashed  w h en  
ru n n in g  o u t of fuel a fter a d an g ero u s secret m ission  (at least 
fou r errors); a n d  m an y  m ore. K innick 's T opps football card of 
1955 likew ise read  th a t he  c rash ed  w hile " on  a m ission ." 3 The

2 The story was in Sports Action No. 5 (January 1951); copy donated to the 
Kinnick Collection by John Rankin McLure.

3 Card donated to the Kinnick Collection by William C. Stuart. It was No. 6 in 
the Topps "All-American" series. All known specimens render Kinnick's first name as
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best re tro spec tive—aside  from  m y in tro d u c tio n  to  A  Hero 
Perished, for w h a t it is w o r th —h as been  R on F im rite 's  profile in  
Sports Illustrated, a com pan ion  piece to  h is la ter profile of H obey 
Baker of P rinceton , an  eerily  sim ilar football hero -p ilo t of the 
W orld W ar I e ra .4 The critical trad itio n  from  w h ich  Fim rite 
w rote  seem s to  have  been  w h a t one associates w ith  N ew  
Yorker profiles, no tab le  for responsib le  if n o t exhaustive  re 
search, sym pathetic  b u t n o t begu iled  accounts, a n d  a clean, 
im personal s ty le—altoge ther p ro fessional jou rna lism  of a h igh  
order.

H ow  th en  w as I to m anage  w h a t I lea rn ed  abou t K innick an d  
his tim es? It h ad  b een  one th in g  to  fan tasize  b e fo reh an d  abou t 
going one on  one w ith  m y subject, b u t n o w  th a t I w as alone 
w ith  it, I w a n te d  survival gear after all. In  m y  iso lation  I 
e n d u re d  m om en ts of false sham e w h e n  I felt like an  in tru d e r.

"Niles."
4 "Nile Kinnick," Sports Illustrated 67, no. 9 (31 August 1987):112-24; "A Flame 

that Burned Too Brightly," Sports Illustrated 74, no. 10 (18 March 1991):78-90.
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I w as from  California, n o t Iow a, n o t th e  m idw est, an d  I w as 
on ly  an  im poverished  k id  w h e n  K innick d id  those  rem arkable 
th ings, knew  so m an y  peop le , an d  w ro te  all those  letters. W ho 
w as I ev en  n o w  to assum e a custod ial role over h is w ritten  
rem ains a n d  to beg  the  fam iliarity  of w riting  an  in tim ate 
in troduction?

But in  the  m ean tim e, to  m y am azem en t, peop le  w ere tru s t
in g  m e w ith  all m an n e r of priv ileged  in form ation . Som e of 
th em  w ere  p eop le  I h ad  ju st m et, a n d  o th ers  I have  still never 
seen. It w as as th o u g h  I h a d  b arged  in  o n  a ga thering , and  
in stead  of th ro w in g  m e ou t, th ey  w a n te d  an d  therefore  ex
p ec ted  som eone  or a ssu m ed  th a t I deserv ed  a place since I 
chose to com e in. A n d  I th in k  it w as in  good p a rt this 
hosp ita lity  of so m a n y —from  Bob M cC ow n to  Jim M itchell, 
from  D avid  S choonover a n d  Earl R ogers to  Ray B yw ater an d  Ed 
M cC ollister—th a t m ade  a dereliction  im possible. T hey w ere 
m y surv ival gear. I could  only  be w h a t th ey  tru s ted  m e to  be, 
som ebody  w h o  w o u ld  try  to  do  righ t by the  subject w e all had  
in  com m on. The on ly  w ay  I k n ew  ho w  w as to m eet the 
d em a n d s  of the  s tru c tu re  I h a d  p lan n e d  from  the  start: to 
rep re sen t K innick accurately  in  h is texts a n d  faithfully  in 
w h a tev er I w ro te  abou t him . W hich is to  say, I w ou ld  behave as 
I h a d  tried  to in  m y p rev ious w ork.

In m y o th e r historical s tud ies  I h a d  alw ays tried  to induce 
u n d e rs ta n d in g s  th a t re la ted  to  the  p as t n o t th ro u g h  p re ju d g 
m en ts  of o u r superio rity  or inferiority  to  it b u t th ro u g h  an  arrest 
of a tten tio n , a sense  of "so  that's ho w  it w as!" M ake of the  past 
w h a t w e later chose, w e w o u ld  at bo ttom  least have to 
recognize th a t it w as itself a n d  n o t a n o th e r th ing . In  this 
in stance  the  p a s t itself, N ile K innick, w as to  do  m ost of the 
talk ing, especially  ap p ro p ria te  in  h is case because he w as a 
prolific co rresp o n d en t. A n d  w h a t he  w ro te  w ou ld  serve as a 
reliable en try  in to  h is character b ecause  the  m any  ex tan t letters 
allow ed  his e n d u rin g  tendenc ies  an d  deve lop ing  convictions to 
show  sharp ly  to  an y o n e  w h o  read  them  all an d  w h o  could then  
select typically. M y job w as m erely  to estab lish  contexts and  to
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ad d  exp lanations th a t m igh t m ake the  le tte rs  a n d  d iary  fully 
intelligible. I w as n o t to  b u tt in  w ith  ju d g m en ta l in te rp re ta tio n s  
an d  chatty  stories.

These w ere  the  ru les I se t for the  le tte rs  a n d  diary , b u t the  
in troduction , w h ich  I saved  for last, w as a n o th e r  m atter. A fter 
an  obligatory b iographical synopsis, it w as to  p re se n t as close 
an d  p en e tra tin g  a profile as I could  devise. Paul Z im m er, 
D irector of the  U niversity  of Iow a Press, m ade  it very  clear th a t 
this po rtion  w ou ld  be crucial in  an  assessm en t of m y  m a n u 
script for publication. The p ro ject m igh t s tan d  or fall, a n d  n ever 
in  m y professional life have I felt so hu m b le  an d  scared  as w h en  
I launched  in to  th a t profile. I h a d  a rran g ed  the  b iographical 
account so as to  lead  in to  the  profile w h ere  I th o u g h t b e s t— 
w ith  a d iscussion  of K innick 's tra in ing  in  p u rp o s iv e n e ss—an d  
from  long m ulling  over I k n ew  w h a t else w o u ld  have to  be 
b ro u g h t in. I h a d  p assed  th ro u g h  the  false sham e. T hough  I 
nevertheless felt I w as flying by  in stru m e n ts , I k n ew  I h ad  
noticed true  stresses of h is character. I am  unab le  to tell 
w h e th e r in  rep re sen tin g  K innick I also rep re sen te d  p a rts  of 
m yself, a Tom  I h a d  k n o w n  in  California, a Dick I h a d  read  
abou t in  a novel, an d  a H arry  from  w h o  k n o w s w here . If I d id , 
I believe a likely exp lanato ry  factor w as a com m on w ash  of 
h u m an  variables am ong  the  lot of us.

But in the  last p a rag rap h  of th e  profile I deliberately  p u t 
together w h a t I knew  of K innick w ith  som e th in g s I h ad  
learned  elsew here , for th ey  m atch ed  by  sim ilarity  an d  by 
contrast. I a sse rted  there  th a t K innick becam e " a fam iliar 
A m erican m an  of a type  m an ifested  in  every  gen era tio n  an d  in 
every  reg io n ."  I w e n t on  to  characterize  th is  A m erican  m an  
bo th  as strong ly  nostalg ic an d  as yea rn in g  for a fu tu re  g lam or 
beyond  actual successes. I called th is cond ition  a "psych ic  
lim bo,"  by w hich  I m ean t an  oscillation backw ard  an d  fo rw ard  
in  tem poral o rien tation  such  th a t an  ind iv idual m igh t lose 
practical control of h is p resen t. I h a d  o ften  observed  th is 
configuration  d u rin g  an  extensive pro ject I p u t  aside  to do  the  
K innick book, a n d  I h a d  b een  rem in d ed  in  th a t earlier connec
tion of Erw in Panofsky 's "T itian 's  Allegory of Prudence," one of
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m y o ld  favorites from  g rad u a te  school days an d  still to m y 
m in d  a g rea t article in  th e  h isto ry  of ideas. Panofsky  conducted  
a historical exegesis of a T itian p a in tin g  from  the  late six teenth  
cen tu ry , an  e laborate  em blem  rep re sen tin g  tw o tripartite  
g roups: above, the  h e ad s  of a n  o ld  m an  facing left (tow ard  the 
past), a m idd le-aged  m an  facing fron t (tow ard  the  p resen t), 
a n d  a y o u n g  m an  facing rig h t (tow ard  the  fu ture); below  these, 
a co rresp o n d in g  w o lf s  h e a d  facing left, a lion 's  facing front, 
a n d  a d o g 's  facing righ t. A cross th e  top , above the  h u m an  
h ead s, is a L atin  m otto : ''e x  p rae terito  p raesen s p ru d en te r  acit 
ni fu tu ra  actione d e tu rp e t"  (from  the  p as t the  p re se n t acts 
p ru d en tly  lest it spoil fu tu re  action). T here are several p rin ts  in 
P ano fsky 's  Meaning in the Visual Arts  exem plify ing each g roup , 
for th e  h u m an s  b eg in n in g  in  th e  m idd le  ages. The anim al 
g ro u p  h a d  a still longer h isto ry , back to  the  ancien t cult of 
S erap is .5

T itian 's  rep re sen ta tio n  of the  h u m a n  figures im plied  a two- 
g enera tion  educationa l sequence  (and  by  ex tension  an  ongoing 
sequence) as w ell as a behav ioral m odel for ind iv idual lives. 
The la tte r aspect w as especially  re levan t to the  conclusion of 
m y K innick profile. H e h a d  lived long  e n o u g h  to enact a 
dev ia tion  from  the  efficient in teg rity  of the  p ru d en tia l m odel, 
a lth o u g h  from  the  very  fact th a t the  device recu rred  over 
several cen tu ries  one m ay  infer th a t it w as alw ays an  ideal 
necessary  to  a d m o n ish  o th er cu ltu res dev ia ting  in  their ow n 
p e rs is te n t w ays. K innick w as far from  loss of practical control 
in  a n  ex trem e of dev ia tion , b u t I believe I d id  righ t to  have the 
em blem  in  m in d , for the  behav ioral ideal in  th a t old tem plate  
enab led  m e to  particu larize  h im  in  w h a t I k n ew  w ere  A m erican 
w ays. H e w h o  h a d  been  a public  m odel in  h is ow n  tim e becam e 
an  exem plar of a n o th e r  so rt aga in st a backdrop  from  the  ages.

5 "Titian's Allegory of Prudence: A Postscript"; collected in Erwin Panofsky, 
Meaning in the Visual Arts (Garden City: Doubleday & Company, 1955), pp. 146-68. The 
obverse of an unofficial Massachusetts copper dated 1776 also has a triple human-head 
device, again in the left-front-right dispositions. The coin is much later than the latest 
item cited by Panofsky, who lists no American examples. See R.S. Yeoman, A Guide 
Book of United States Coins, 43rd ed. (Racine: Whitman Publishing Company, 1990), p. 
35.
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But I com e aw ay  from  A  Hero Perished w ith  th e  sense  of a job 
n o t fully done  an d  n ev er to be do n e , a t least n o t by  m e. I m u st 
have m issed  in fo rm an ts w ith  im p o rta n t stories to  tell, a n d  n o t 
m uch tim e rem ains to find  them . Ideally  a staff w ith  am ple 
fund ing  shou ld  m o u n t a K innick le tter a n d  d a ta  search n a tio n 
w ide, b u t ju s t m en tion ing  such  a p lan  exposes its practical 
absurd ity . O ne body  of in fo rm ation  m ost im p o rtan t to an  
u n d e rs tan d in g  of K innick 's fam ily life is gone forever. This is 
the  letters h is m o th er Frances K innick sen t h im  over the  years 
follow ing his d e p a rtu re  for the  U niversity  of Iow a. She d e 
stroyed  them  all after h is d ea th , th u s  leav ing  largely for 
speculation  th e  n a tu re  of a m o ther-son  re la tion  w h e n  the  
m other w as also the  so n 's  priest. A nd  liv ing in  Iow a City, I 
have frequen t rem in d ers  of m y d istance from  K innick a n d  his 
tim e here. The Ensley h o u se  a t 530 N o rth  D u b u q u e  Street, 
w here  he room ed  w ith  Jim  G eorge, h as  b een  rep laced  by  one  of 
the ap a rtm en t bu ild ings of p se u d o -m a n sa rd  roof design  th a t 
have  m u sh ro o m ed  on  the  east side in  recen t years. R acine's, 
the  M ayflow er, K en an d  F ern 's , a n d  m an y  o th e r p laces are  long 
gone. The old Phi K appa Psi annex  on  B row n S treet still s tan d s, 
an d  I live only  a long  block from  the  fo rm er D elta G am m a 
sorority  h ouse  a t Sum m it an d  College, w h ere  K innick w e n t to 
parties a n d  cam e to  pick u p  dates. I w alk  p a s t th a t h o u se  on  m y 
w ay to cam pus, an d  I have th o u g h t of knock ing  at the  do o r an d  
asking perm ission  to see the  room  w h ere  K innick d an ced  w ith  
Era H a u p e rt in  the  Fall of 1938. But th a t w o u ld  be clinging to 
shadow s; an d  I d o n 't  know  w h a t room  it w as.
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