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A  C artoon S a m p ler

JAY N. DARLING
C artoonist an d  conservation ist Jay N o rw o o d  D arling  w as b o rn  
in  1876 in  N orw ood , M ichigan. In  1886 his fam ily m oved  to 
Sioux City, Iow a, w here  h is fa ther w as m in is te r of th e  First 
C ongregational C hurch . A s a y o u n g ste r, D arling sh o w ed  an  
in te rest in  sketch ing  a n d  also in  h u n tin g  a n d  cam ping . By the  
tim e he w as a s tu d e n t a t Beloit College in  W isconsin , he  beg an  
to  sign his sketches "D in g ,"  a con traction  of D arling. In  1900 he  
g rad u a ted  from  college an d  jo ined  th e  Sioux City Journal as a 
rep o rte r a n d  later a ca rtoon is t.1

The year 1906 w as an  im p o rtan t one , as D arling m arried  
G enevieve (Penny) P end le ton  an d  m oved  to D es M oines to 
w ork  as a cartoon ist for the  Des Moines Register and Leader. H is 
fam e sp read  quickly an d  in  1911 he  relocated  eastw ard  to jo in  
the  New York Globe. W hile N ew  York w as in tellectually  s tim u­
lating, the  D arlings m issed  the  M idw est a n d  in  1913 D ing 
rejo ined  the  Des Moines Register and Leader. H is rep u ta tio n  
con tinued  to grow  an d  in  1916 his cartoons w ere  synd ica ted  
nationally  by  the  New York Herald Tribune in  130 n ew sp ap e rs . 
Twice, D arling received the  P u litzer Prize for ed itoria l cartoons. 
Before h is re tirem en t in  1949, h e  d rew  ab o u t 15,000 cartoons 
an d  w as reg ard ed  as one of the  n a tio n 's  lead ing  cartoonists.

If cartooning  w as his life w ork , the  conservation  of n a tu ra l 
resources w as h is real passion . H e h e lp e d  organ ize the  Iow a 
Division of the  Izaak W alton L eague of A m erica a n d  w as active 
in  creating  th e  M en 's  G arden  C lubs of A m erica. Later he  served  
on  the  Iow a State Fish a n d  G am e C om m ission  a n d  w as 
responsib le  for the  fo u n d in g  of Iow a State U n iversity 's  C oop­
erative W ildlife R esearch U nit. E ven th o u g h  he  w as a conser­

1 The details of Darling's life can be found in David L. Lendt, Ding, The Life 
of Jay Norwood Darling, Ames: Iowa State University Press, 1979.
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vative R epublican  a n d  friend  of H erbert H oover, D arling w as 
a p p o in te d  C hief of the  B ureau of Biological Survey, U.S. 
D ep a rtm en t of A gricu lture , in  the  adm in istra tion  of Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt. W hile C hief of the  Biological Survey  in 1935 and  
1936, he  h e lp ed  sta rt the  Federal D uck S tam p program  and  
d es ig n ed  the  first D uck S tam p. In  add ition  he  d rew  the sym bol 
of the  flying goose u se d  by  every  Federal W ildlife Refuge. After 
leav ing  the  su rvey  a n d  re tu rn in g  to the  Register, D arling w as 
p res id en t of the  N ational W ildlife Federation . C onservation  
w as also im p o rtan t in  h is cartoons, for h e  d rew  m any  decrying 
the exploitation of soil, w ater, a n d  wildlife. For en joym ent, 
D arling m ade  over 80 etch ings, m ostly  of w ildlife.2

From  the  tim e of h is re tirem en t in  1949 un til his dea th  in 
1962, D arling con tribu ted  his p ap e rs  to  The U niversity  of Iowa 
Libraries. The collection includes correspondence , speeches, 
articles, leaflets, c lippings, scrapbooks, an d  sketchbooks. In 
add ition , ab o u t 6,500 full-size original editorial cartoon  d raw ­
ings covering  the  years from  1907 to 1948 are p a rt of the 
h o ld ings, o n e-th ird  of D arling 's  o u tp u t. T here are engraver's  
p roofs of th e  cartoons a n d  also a n u m b er of original D arling 
d raw in g s a n d  p rin ts . N ine  D arling cartoons, rep resen ting  a 
tongue-in -cheek  h isto ry  of education , w ere  e tched  in  m etal and  
m o u n te d  above the  m ain  doors of The U niversity  of Iow a M ain 
L ibrary in  1953. They  have since b een  m oved  inside to a fourth  
floor corridor. To m ake th e  cartoon  collection usefu l for refer­
ence a n d  research , a system atic index  w as created . This index 
enables the  researcher to find a cartoon  by  date , title, subject, 
or even  sym bol (im age). The D arling Collection is available for 
research  use.

2 Amy N. Worthen, The Prints of J. N. Darling, Ames: Brunnier Gallery and 
Museum, Iowa State University, 1984.
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This cartoon was published at the time of the death of Theodore Roosevelt in 
1919 and was probably Ding's most famous cartoon.
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