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T he U n iv e r s ity  o f  Iow a C en ter  fo r  the  Book

DAVID E. SCH OONOVER
In  June 1986 Iow a 's  S tate Board of R egents declared  its form al 
approval for estab lish ing  the  Iow a C en ter for th e  Book. D uring  
the  p as t year m any  activities re la ted  to  the  cen te r have  oc
curred: exhibitions, lectu res, courses, w o rk sh o p s , m eetings, 
an d  publications. This article, p rep a re d  w ith  the  assistance  of 
staff a n d  faculty  connected  to the  Iow a C en ter for th e  Book, 
relates the  cen te r's  h isto ry , explains its p u rp o se s , a n d  p resen ts  
som e of its accom plishm ents.

It m u st be em p h asized  h e re  th a t th e  w o rd  book in  the  
cen te r's  title is u sed  as a parad igm . W hile " th e  boo k "  as 
norm ally  th o u g h t of is the  core of the  cen te r 's  activities, the  
w ord  itself is in te n d e d  to cover every  aspect of w ritte n  or 
p rin ted  com m unication , in  term s of physical d ev e lo p m en t a n d  
cu ltu ral im portance , since th e  in v en tio n  of th e  book  itself. The 
h isto ry  of m anuscrip ts , the  d ev e lo p m en t of periodicals, the  
function  of graphic  d e s ig n e rs—these  areas, am ong  m any  o th 
ers, w ou ld  be covered  by  it. C onsequen tly , w h e re  the  w o rd  
book is en co u n te red  in  th e  fo llow ing pages, it sh o u ld  be read  
w ith  th is b road  defin ition  in  m ind .

A lthough  p rin tin g  courses h a d  b een  tau g h t a t Iow a since the  
late 1930s, serious typograph ic  s tu d ies  b eg an  in  1945 w h e n  
W ilbur Schram m , th e n  d irecto r of the  School of Journalism , 
received a m ajor g ran t from  T. H en ry  Foster, an  Iow a b u sin ess  
m an  an d  bibliophile, to  create a T yp o g rap h y  L aboratory  in  the  
U niversity 's  n ew  C om m unications C en ter. W ith  the  estab lish 
m en t of the  Type Lab, the  School of Journalism  a n d  M ass 
C om m unication  beg an  a lon g -stan d in g  com m itm en t to  the  
su p p o rt of creative activity re la ted  to books a n d  p rin ting . This 
com m itm ent p ro v id ed  a co rners tone  for the  fo u n d a tio n  of the

All photographs for this article were taken by Jon Van Allen and are used 
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Iow a C en te r for th e  Book a n d  rem ains  an  im p o rtan t e lem en t of 
the  c e n te r 's  academ ic d im ension .

In th e  T ypo g rap h y  L aborato ry  s tu d e n ts  could  learn  bo th  the 
h isto ry  a n d  practice of p rin tin g . W h en  C arroll C olem an, 
fo u n d er of th e  P rairie P ress, w as  ap p o in te d  as the  lab 's  first 
d irecto r, h e  n o t on ly  estab lished  courses th a t are  still being  
tau g h t b u t he  tra in ed  m an y  s tu d e n ts  w h o  w e n t on  to  em inen t 
careers in  scholarly  ed iting , academ ic an d  trad e  pub lish ing , 
a n d  o th e r re la ted  fields. H arry  D uncan , w h o se  C um m ing ton  
P ress h a d  issu e d  som e of th e  m ost im p o rtan t books of the  
p reced in g  20 y ears , succeeded  C olem an  in  1956. Since 1971 Kay 
A m ert, p ro p rie to r of th e  Seam ark  P ress, has d irected  the 
labora to ry , co n tin u in g  the  trad ition  of practicing  w h a t she 
teaches.

The School of Journalism  a n d  M ass C om m unication  also 
p rov ides  facilities for co m pu terized  ed iting  a n d  typesetting , 
p h o to g rap h y , a n d  o th e r activities re la ted  to  books a n d  p rin t
ing. T h ro u g h  such  courses as G raph ic  D esign  an d  P roduction , 
In tro d u c tio n  to  T ypog raphy , a n d  The H isto ry  of the  Book, 
s tu d e n ts  becom e engaged  in  b o th  creative w ork  a n d  in  critical 
w riting  ab o u t design . In  the  lab s tu d e n ts  m ay  design , typeset, 
p rin t, a n d  b in d  pro jects of the ir ow n  choosing. They m ay 
com plem en t th e ir p ro d u c tio n  w ork  by  s tu d y in g  The H isto ry  of 
the  Book, w h ere  th ey  are in tro d u ced  to  th e  basic literatu re  in  
th is  field.

The T yp o g rap h y  L aboratory , the  only  facility of its k ind  in  
the  coun try , soon  becam e an  im p o rtan t factor in  the  resurgence 
of fine p rin tin g  a n d  sm all p ress  pub lish in g  in  the  U n ited  States. 
To capitalize on  its success an d  to  ad d  n ew  o p p o rtun itie s  for 
s tu d y  the  U niversity  estab lished , in  1967, the  W indhover 
P ress, the  first fine p ress  to  be an  official p a rt of a un iversity  
com m unity . D irected  by  Kim  M erker, the  p ress  serves as a 
p u b lish in g  arm  of th e  U niversity , issu ing  lim ited  ed itions of 
orig inal w ork  h av in g  literary  or historical im portance. M erker's 
courses allow  s tu d e n ts  to  act as app ren tices  as w ell as scholars, 
ga in ing  p ro fessional experience n o t only  in  trad itional le tte r
p ress  p rin tin g  m e th o d s  b u t in  all aspects of p u b lish ing  as well. 
In  recen t years  several o th e r un iversities  an d  colleges have 
s ta rted  p resses  b ased  on  the  W indhover m odel. It is difficult to
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estim ate the  n u m b er of fine p resses  o r sm all p u b lish in g  firm s 
estab lished  by  ind iv iduals  w h o  w ere  s tu d e n ts  a t th e  T ypogra
p h y  L aboratory  an d /o r the  W indhover P ress, b u t  m ore  th a n  a 
dozen  have  ach ieved  na tiona l p rom inence  in  the  field.

In  the  1950s, b o th  he re  an d  ab road , scholars from  m an y  
discip lines began  investiga ting  the  re la tion  b e tw e en  the  in v en 
tion  of p rin tin g  an d  the  d ev e lo p m en t of m o d ern  society. 
Relying heavily  on  th is n ew  research , as w ell as th e  trad itional 
p rin ting  h isto ry  of the  past, M erker a n d  A m ert rev ived , in  
1980, the  course The H isto ry  of th e  Book. It h a d  n o t b een  
tau g h t for a n u m b er of years, th o u g h  it h a d  p rev iously  b een

Left to right: Kay Amert, William Anthony (holding a copy of Samuel 
Beckett's Company), and Kim Merker.
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offered by  b o th  th e  School of L ibrary Science an d  the  School of 
Journalism  a n d  M ass C om m unication . S tu d en t response  to  this 
academ ic m ateria l w as as s tro n g  as it h a d  b een  to the  m ore 
practical m atte rs  tau g h t a t the  T ypog raphy  L aboratory  an d  the 
W indhover P ress. This in te res t resu lted  in  the  idea of an  Iow a 
C en ter for th e  Book. W ith  its u n iq u e  physical facilities already 
in  p lace a n d  a s tro n g  in terd isc ip linary  in te res t in  th e  h istory, 
function , an d  creation  of the  book, The U niversity  of Iow a had  
th e  p o ten tia l for becom ing  the  only  academ ic in stitu tion  in  the 
co u n try  w h ere  the  book  in  all its m anifesta tions could  be 
s tu d ied  seriously .

For th is p o ten tia l to  be realized , th e  existing facilities n eeded  
to  be ex p an d ed . W ith  m oney  ra ised  from  ind iv iduals and  
p rivate  fo u n d atio n s  a n d  w ith  the  he lp  of the  G raduate  College, 
the  School of A rt a n d  A rt H isto ry , an d  the  U niversity  Libraries, 
the  U n iversity  estab lished  a n ew  s tu d e n t b in d ery  a n d  p rin ting  
stud io , a teach ing  facility for p ap erm ak in g  in  the  A rt Building, 
a p ro d u c tio n  p a p e r  mill a t the  O akdale  C am pus, an d  a conser
vation  stu d io  a n d  b in d ery  in  the  M ain Library. The G raduate  
College a d d e d  n e w  offset p r in tin g  eq u ip m en t to the  pho tog ra
p h y  area of the  School of A rt an d  A rt H istory , perm itting  
professional book  w ork  in  th a t m ed iu m  to be done  u n d e r  the 
d irection  of A ssociate P rofessor Jam es Snitzer.

In  1984 W illiam  A n th o n y , a m ajor figure in  the  discip lines of 
book  conserva tion  an d  fine b ind ing , w as ap p o in ted  U niversity  
conservato r. A s an  ex tension  of h is professional du ties  in  the 
lib rary  he , w ith  the  a id  of an  appren tice , estab lished  courses in  
b eg in n in g  a n d  ad v an ced  bookbind ing . In  1985 T im othy Bar
re tt, an  expert in  b o th  W estern  a n d  O rien tal paperm ak ing  
techn iques, w as ap p o in te d  to  teach  courses in  these  areas and  
to  d irect the  p ro d u ctio n  p ap erm ak in g  facility. T hen  in  1986 the 
U niversity  Libraries ap p o in te d  D avid  Schoonover as cu ra to r of 
rare books, w ith  responsib ility  for con tinu ing  a w ide range of 
acquisitions for th e  Special Collections D ep artm en t th a t w ould  
en hance  a n d  su p p o rt m an y  of the  cen te r's  activities. Finally, 
G len E pstein , a p rofessional calligrapher, received an  ad junct 
a p p o in tm e n t in  the  School of A rt an d  A rt H istory  so th a t he 
could  teach  b eg in n in g  a n d  ad vanced  courses in  th is field 
th ro u g h  the  S a tu rday  a n d  E vening  C lass Program .
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The U niversity  of Iow a C en ter for the  Book h as  b een  crea ted  
to advance know ledge abou t the  book  a n d  to  encourage  all of 
the  arts a n d  crafts re la ted  to  it. To accom plish  th ese  p u rp o ses , 
it will p u rsu e  the  follow ing goals.

1) The center will develop an interdisciplinary program of 
teaching in fields related to the book. The College of Liberal Arts 
already offers more than a dozen relevant courses, and faculty 
throughout the college will be encouraged to create new ones 
where the development of the book intersects with the content 
of their specific disciplines. Such courses may include Issues in 
Contemporary Critical Theory: Orality and Literacy (Spring 
1987) and Editing a Literary Journal: New Directions Publishing, 
1936-1986 (Spring 1988), both offered in the English department, 
and The Underground Press in Eighteenth Century France, in 
the history department. These courses will be cross-listed as 
appropriate and departments will be asked to permit their 
students to have formal cross-learning experiences in their 
undergraduate majors or in their graduate programs. In the 
future, but only if fully warranted by student interest, the center 
may apply to the University to offer an undergraduate certificate 
program, or a Master's degree, of its own.

2) The center will encourage scientific and humanistic research 
on the book through traditional patterns of scholarly inquiry, by 
creating new knowledge about the book, and by defining new 
areas for future research. While the center's faculty and staff are 
already engaged in this, others will be encouraged to pursue 
these areas of research. To this end, the center will actively seek 
grants, both for individual projects as well as larger, interdisci
plinary ones. Additionally, the center will seek opportunities 
and funding for interinstitutional programs involving universi
ties, museums, and public and private libraries.

3) The center will facilitate the professional practice of book- 
related arts and crafts by preserving traditional techniques and 
practices; developing new applications of these traditions; and 
fostering the creation and invention of original materials, tech
niques, and artifacts. This creative work, already occurring in 
the center's laboratories, presses, and studios, is exemplified in 
Samuel Beckett's Company, published by the Iowa Center for the 
Book in 52 signed and num bered copies, with 13 etchings by 
Dellas Henke, printed at the W indhover Press and bound by 
William Anthony. In the future the center will bring visiting 
artists, designers, typographers, printers, papermakers, and 
binders to campus in order to enrich the ongoing activities. 
During 1987-88 the University's Ida Beam Distinguished Visiting
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Professorship will include Donald Lamm, president of W. W. 
Norton & Company, and printing historian John Dreyfus.

4) An im portant facet of the center's activities will be the training 
of academic researchers and artistic specialists. The goal is to 
provide society with trained individuals who can solve future 
intellectual and practical problems associated with the book. 
Graduate students in art, English, journalism, history, and in 
librarianship already are dealing with these matters, if some
times only tangentially. More integrated learning opportunities 
are being explored, and new program s—in book preservation, 
for instance—and new apprenticeships in papermaking and in 
printing are being considered.

5) The center will disseminate knowledge about the book 
through lectures, symposia, conferences, workshops, exhibi
tions, and publications. In addition to the present account, three 
other articles on the center have appeared recently. In the 
June/July 1987 issue of American Craft, W. Thomas Taylor 
described the center's genesis, current activities, and goals. The 
University of Iowa Foundation's "Twentieth Annual Report of 
the Presidents Club and the Presidents Club Associates" [1987] 
and "Rave 1987" have featured handsomely illustrated accounts 
of the center's arts.

The center also exchanges information with outside individuals 
and institutions which are active in the field, informs the general 
public about its work, and promotes its interests by seeking 
national and international visibility for diverse activities. The 
faculty and staff associated with the center have given many 
presentations, both here and abroad, and this will be continued 
in the future.

6) In collaboration with the University of Iowa Press, the center 
will seek new manuscripts related to the book for possible 
publication under the University's imprint. It will also propose 
important works, some of which have long been out of print, for 
possible reissue. A national board of editors, operating under 
the center's auspices, will make the selections. No work will be 
published, however, unless it meets the editorial standards 
established by the press. Those titles that are accepted will be 
issued as part of an Iowa Center for the Book series, and 
information to this effect will appear on the title pages.

7) The final goal will be building and maintaining an environ
m ent at The University of Iowa which will allow the scholarly 
interest in the book and the practice of book-related arts and 
crafts to flourish. This can be done partly by creating an 
atmosphere of collegiality and broad cooperation. The center's
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colleagues have established monthly meetings and made plans 
to involve additional faculty, staff, and students in their 
projects.

In p u rsu in g  its goals, the  Iow a C en te r for the  Book is striv ing  
to  create a sp irit of coopera tion  a n d  partic ipa tion  am ong  m any  
e lem ents of a large research  in stitu tion : U niversity  libraries, 
schools, d ep a rtm en ts , p rog ram s, faculty , staff, s tu d e n ts , an d  
in te rested  citizens.

W ithin  the  libraries, the  Special C ollections D ep a rtm en t has 
acquired , th ro u g h  gift a n d  p u rch ase , a range  of books a n d  
archives to su p p o rt research  in  p rin tin g , bookb ind ing , p a p e r
m aking, an d  p rivate  p resses. In  1936 John  Springer, an  Iow a 
City advertising  agen t, n e w sp a p e r ed ito r, a n d  p rin te r, gave the  
U niversity  the  m ost extensive lib rary  on  p rin tin g  in  the  state . 
The Springer C ollection on  T ypog raphy  con ta ined  m ore  th an  
2,300 volum es, includ ing  type  specim ens, h isto ries  of p rin ting , 
a n d  advertising  in fo rm ation  on  p resses , types , p ap e r, an d  
o ther equ ipm en t. T hen  in  1951 the  T ypog raphy  L aborato ry 's  
benefactor, T. H en ry  Foster, m ade  a b e q u est of m ore th a n  350 
books on  p rin ting .

The U n iversity 's  rare  book  collection, trad itionally  includ ing  
the  w ork  of fine p rin te rs , fea tu res rep resen ta tiv e  p ro d u c ts  of 
m ore th an  100 p resses, d em o n stra tin g  a rem arkab le  varie ty  of 
techn iques, m ateria ls, a n d  con ten t. The d e p a rtm e n t is cu r
ren tly  receiving arch ives from  A llan  K ornb lum 's  T oo thpaste  
an d  Coffee H ouse  P resses a n d  from  C harlo tte  S m ith 's  
T am azunchale Press. These records w ill p ro v id e  o p p o rtu n itie s  
for researchers to  investiga te  the  op era tio n s  of th ree  very  
d ifferent p rin tin g  v en tu res . The c e n te r 's  p ro g ram s w ill be 
valuable in  bo th  increasing  the  s tu d y  of th ese  existing m aterials 
an d  in  encourag ing  n ew  acquisitions. For exam ple, th e  G uild  of 
B ookw orkers h as  recently  reached  an  ag reem en t w ith  The 
U niversity  of Iow a Libraries to p lace its ex tensive research  
collection on  p e rm a n en t loan , to  be located  in  Special Collec
tions. The C en ter for the  Book a n d  the  U niversity  L ibraries, 
sharing  fu n d am en ta l in te rests  in  th e  book  as object an d  as 
subject for s tu d y , can a n d  sh o u ld  p rov ide  m u tu a l su p p o rt for 
their endeavors.

U niversity  staff an d  faculty, in  association  w ith  th e  center,
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are  em ploy ing  a varie ty  of com plem en tary  talen ts, research  
in te rests , a n d  teach ing  p rog ram s to  carry  o u t the  cen te r's  goals. 
U niversity  conserva to r W illiam  A n th o n y  takes equal p ride  in 
passin g  h is m as te r 's  c ra ftsm ansh ip  to  n ew  practitioners a n d  in 
d e m o n stra tin g  th a t m aste ry  by  crea ting  a h istorically  accurate 
m edieval b in d in g , in  full m aro o n  goatsk in , for such  a treasure  
as the  lib rary 's  Liber Chronicarum (1493), b e tte r  k n o w n  as the 
"N u rem b e rg  C hron ic le ."  A n th o n y 's  app ren tices an d  o ther 
s tu d e n ts  p rep a re  historical b in d in g  m odels in  o rder to  u n d e r
s tan d  the  evo lu tion  of book  s truc tu res , th e n  app ly  th a t u n d e r
s ta n d in g  to  the ir trea tm en t of books from  the  Special Collec
tions D ep artm en t. This p rog ram  com bines historical practice 
a n d  analysis w ith  con tem pora ry  app lications to  create un ique  
o p p o rtu n itie s  for u n d e rs ta n d in g  the  com plexities of bookm ak
ing.

T im othy  B arrett is invo lved  in  a p ap erm ak in g  p rogram  
consisting  of tw o  areas: teach ing  a n d  p roduction /research . 
S tu d en ts  beg in  w ith  an  in tro d u c to ry  course  in  trad itional 
E astern  a n d  W estern  p a p e rm ak in g  techn iques. In  an o th e r 
sem este r s tu d e n ts  m ay  take an  advanced  class in  trad itional 
techn iques  w ith  B arrett or a paper-pu lp -as-m ed ia  paperw orks 
course w ith  p rin tm ak e r a n d  p a p e r  a rtist R obert G lasgow . 
T hese courses are  offered in  the  School of A rt a n d  A rt H istory  
b u t carry  in te rd isc ip linary  n u m b ers  an d  appeal to  s tu d en ts  
from  m an y  areas of the  U niversity .

P roduction  a n d  research  in  p ap erm ak in g  take place u n d e r 
B arre tt's  d irection  a t the  O akdale  C am pus in  a 2,200-square- 
foot b u ild ing  h o u sin g  a w ide  varie ty  of eq u ip m en t for p a p e r
m aking , in c lud ing  tw o  vats, a 200-ton p ress, th ree  beaters , and  
five p a p e r  m ou lds. A t th is  facility, B arrett has been  investigat
ing  th e  techn iques  u se d  to  m ake h ig h er quality  early  E uropean  
book  p ap e rs , w ith  the  expectation  of ad ap tin g  som e of these 
m e th o d s  to  m o d ern  p roduction . H e p lan s  to develop  papers  
ap p ro p ria te  for conservato rs  a n d  a rtists  a n d  to  p rov ide  infor
m ation  ab o u t techn iques a n d  tools th a t will benefit th e  special
ized  p a p e rm ak in g  com m un ity  a t large.

Jam es Sn itzer h as  b een  invo lved  w ith  a rtists ' pub lish ing  
p ro jects for th e  last te n  years. In  1976 he  co-founded  Chicago 
Books, an  offset p r in tin g  w o rk sh o p  desig n ed  to  p rov ide  ind i
v idual artists  w ith  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  create specialized p u b 
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Timothy Barrett couching a sheet of Japanese paper.
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lish ing  pro jects. H is in ten tio n s  w ere  to  educate  a rtists  abou t the 
po ten tia l of offset p r in tin g  technology , b ey o n d  its ability to 
m erely  rep ro d u ce  w ork  from  a n o th e r  m ed ium . H e seeks to 
ex tend  to  the  a rtist a contro l over all aspects of p roduction , 
creating  u n iquely  conceived artw orks, do n e  in  m ultip le  copies, 
d es ig n ed  specifically for p re sen ta tio n  in  book  form at. Chicago 
Books rem ains an  a lternative  to  conven tional pub lishers  by 
m ain ta in ing  a clim ate of co llaboration w ith  artists  th ro u g h o u t 
the  p ro d u ctio n  process. T heir p ro jects, c rea ted  w ith  pain ters, 
p h o to g rap h e rs , film m akers, a n d  v ideo  a n d  perfo rm ance a rt
ists, rep re sen t a d iverse  range  of in ten tio n s  a n d  sensibilities. 
S n itzer's  h o p e  is to  be able to  m ain ta in  a sim ilar w orkshop  here  
a t Iow a. W hile co n tin u in g  h is teach ing , h e  is curren tly  p rep a r

James Snitzer at the Heidelberg offset press.
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ing  a book  w ith  Byron B urford  a n d  is d eve lop ing  p ro jects w ith  
M ichael M eyers a n d  R obert P eters , b o th  perfo rm ance  a rtists  
from  Chicago.

As the  cen ter has encou raged  paralle l em p h ases  o n  craft an d  
scholarsh ip , faculty  m em bers are  d eve lop ing  a n d  teach ing  
several courses w ith  its existence an d  in te res ts  specifically in  
m ind . Professor D onald  G. M arshall recen tly  com ple ted  Issues 
in  C on tem porary  Critical Theory: O rality  a n d  Literacy, exp lor
ing  th e  tran sition  from  oral lite ra tu re  to  w ritte n  cu ltu re , from  
m anuscrip t to  p rin te d  book, a n d  th e  in fluences th a t these  
developm en ts h a d  on  au th o rs , read ers, a n d  literary  w orks. 
M arshall's  course, The C u ltu re  of E igh teen th -cen tu ry  E ngland , 
focuses on  the  em ergence of a large read in g  aud ience , the  
concurren t rise of b road -based  com m ercial p rin tin g , a n d  re su lt
ing  issues of a u th o rsh ip  a n d  read ersh ip . M arshall is e n th u s i
astic abou t these  experiences: “ The issues a n d  ap p ro ach es I've 
learned  will certain ly  have  a significant im pact on  all the  
teaching  I do , an d  I h o p e  I'll have  a chance in  th e  fu tu re  to 
teach add itional courses specifically connected  to  th ese  top ics ."

D avid Schoonover, to be ap p o in te d  ad ju n c t lec tu rer in  the  
D epartm en t of English  for sp rin g  1988, h as  p lan n e d  a com 
p letely  n ew  course. E diting a L iterary  Journal: N ew  D irections 
Publish ing , 1936-86 will explore the  ex trao rd inary  im pact th a t 
Jam es L aughlin 's  N ew  D irections P ub lish ing  C orpo ra tion  has 
h ad  in  deve lop ing  m o d ern  litera tu re  d u rin g  th e  last half 
cen tury . Such a course  sh o u ld  a ttrac t s tu d e n ts  in te res ted  in  
literary  h isto ry , the  business  of pub lish ing , a n d  the  fo rm ation  
of literary  tastes a n d  m ovem ents.

In  anno u n c in g  the  R egen ts ' app ro v a l for the  cen ter, U niver
sity P residen t Jam es O. F reedm an  sta ted : “ The C en ter for th e  
Book grow s na tu ra lly  o u t of the  U n iversity 's  long  heritage  of 
in terest in  literatu re  an d  the  book. . . .  W e see in te rd isc ip linary  
stud ies frequen tly  in  the  sciences; he re  w e see it b e tw een  
peop le  w hose  in te rests  are  art, w riting , litera tu re , jou rnalism , 
p rin ting , paperm ak ing , graph ics, a n d  o th e r d iscip lines. It is an  
en terprise  n o t only  in  the  p ro d u ctio n  of the  book, b u t in  its 
h istory  an d  in  the  role th a t books, b o th  m ass-p ro d u ced  a n d  
elegantly  p ro d u ced , have  p layed  in  society ."
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David Schoonover with editions of Omar Khayyām's Rubáiyát.
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