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T h e  In d ic a to r
The U niversity  of Iow a Libraries Exhibitions P rogram  for 1988

U niversity  L ibraries/H ancher A u d ito rium  A sian  Sam pler 
In  January  a n d  F ebruary  1988 th e  U niversity  Libraries fea­

tu red  an  exhibition en titled  "M o d ern  Japanese  D ance an d  
Dram a: M irror of the  P a s t."  This d isp lay , cop roduced  w ith  
H ancher A ud ito rium , focused  o n  theatrical p resen ta tio n s  from  
Japan  offered at H ancher as p a rt  of its A sian  Sam pler an d  o th er 
series. These p rogram s served  to  h igh ligh t the  U n iversity 's  
increasing  in te rests  in  in te rnationa l s tud ies , an  a rea  th a t the  
libraries have been  em phasiz ing  over the  p a s t 15 years.

This exhibition d em o n stra ted  ho w  Ja p an 's  p a s t theatrical 
trad itions have altered , ye t rem ain ed  in  th e  living th ea te r of 
today. Books an d  periodical articles from  the  lib raries ' Special 
Collections D epartm en t, Reference D ep artm en t, O rien ta l Col­
lection, A rt L ibrary, an d  M usic L ibrary sh o w ed  th e  influences 
of local folk festivals on  the  K odo d ru m m ers , N o h  e lem en ts in  
m odern  Butoh choreography , K abuki m usic a n d  dance  re ­
flected in  N agoya O dori, an d  b o th  K abuki a n d  Shingeki 
trad itions carried  on  in  Kabuki Macbeth. H an ch er A ud ito rium  
staff p rov ided  poste rs  illustrating  th is y ea r 's  perfo rm ances an d  
assisted  in  design ing  th e  exhibition.

M odern  Latin A m erican L iterature 
D uring  M arch an d  A pril an  exhibition  on  m o d ern  Latin 

A m erican litera tu re  fea tu res the  U niversity  L ibraries' collec­
tions of w orks by  a n d  abou t such  m ajor L atin  A m erican  a u th o rs  
as Isabel A llende, M iguel A ngel A stu rias, M aria Louisa Bom- 
bal, Alejo C arpen tier, Rosario C astellanos, Julio C ortazar, 
Carlos Fuentes, M ario V argas Llosa, G abriel G arcia M arquez, 
Elena Poniatow ska, a n d  M anuel Puig.
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E. C. M abie an d  The U niversity  of Iow a T heatre Building 
E. C. M abie cam e to  Iow a C ity in  1920 to  serve as acting head  

of th e  D ep a rtm en t of Public Speak ing  an d  stayed  w ith  the 
U niversity  u n til h is d e a th  in  1956. D uring  these  years he 
tran sfo rm ed  th a t sm all d e p a rtm e n t in to  an  academ ic theater 
p rog ram  of na tional p rom inence , served  as M idw est regional 
d irec to r of the  N ew  D eal's  Federal T heatre  Project, a n d — 
d u rin g  the  d e p th s  of the  d e p re ss io n —h ead ed  a successful 
drive to  bu ild  a sta te-o f-the-art perfo rm ance cen ter on  the  w est 
side of the  Iow a River. D uring  M ay a n d  June an  exhibition 
fea tu ring  p ro d u ctio n  ph o to s, letters, a n d  o th er p ap ers  from  
U niversity  A rchives; artifacts a n d  in form ation  from  the  D epart­
m en t of T heatre  A rts (includ ing  p rofesso rs  an d  s tu d en ts  w ho  
knew  a n d  w ork ed  w ith  M abie); an d  o th e r library m aterials on 
the  b u ild ing  of the  cen te r a n d  th e  Federal T heatre Project will 
p re se n t som e of M abie 's con tribu tions to th e  thea ter w orlds of 
Iow a a n d  beyond .

Iow a E lderhostel 
P red ica ted  on  the  belief th a t there  is no  age lim it on  intellec­

tua l v itality  a n d  learn ing , E lderhostel is an  in te rnationa l n e t­
w ork  of college-level courses for p e rso n s  over the  age of 60. 
B eginning as a one-sta te  o p era tio n  in  N ew  H am psh ire  in  1975, 
E lderhostel n o w  includes p rog ram s in  all 50 states an d  30 
foreign coun tries. Since jo in ing  in  1977, Iow a has becom e one 
of the  m ost active partic ipan ts , offering a w ide variety  of 
courses a t m ore th a n  20 un iversities  an d  colleges. C oord inated  
by  The U niversity  of Iow a 's  D ivision of C on tinu ing  Education, 
Iow a E lderhostel sponso rs  such  courses as Prim itive Pottery, 
C hem istry  for the  E ighties, a n d  C u rren t Issues in  A m erican 
Foreign Policy. A  m ajor focus a t The U niversity  of Iowa is a 
w riting  p rog ram  w ith  classes for poe ts , novelists, an d  short 
sto ry  w riters. D isp lay ing  m ateria ls from  U niversity  A rchives, 
th e  lib raries ' ho ld ings, a n d  con tribu tions from  Iow a E lderhos­
tel, th is exhibition , schedu led  for July a n d  A ugust to coincide 
w ith  the  E lderhostel p rog ram  on  cam pus, will illustrate  the 
d e p th  a n d  d iversity  of these  educational experiences.
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Iow a C ity Fiction 
To w elcom e the  U niversity  com m unity  back to  to w n  in  the  

fall, the  libraries will fea tu re  an  exhibition  of fiction w ith  an  
Iow a City setting . Such w ell-know n a u th o rs  as V ance Bour- 
jaily, M ax A llan C ollins, E lizabeth H ardw ick , John  Irving, 
W. P. K insella, John  Leggett, Larry M cM urtry , Philip  R oth, an d  
W allace S tegner will be  rep re sen ted .

Festival of Books for Y oung People 
D uring  O ctober a n d  N ovem ber the  libraries will h igh ligh t 

the  tw en tie th  ann iversary  of the  Festival of Books for Y oung 
People, coo rd inating  o u r exhibition  w ith  the  Festival's  them e, 
"A  C elebration of S to ry ."
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