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JO H N  B R U C E  H O W E L L
Ever since the  incep tion  of The U n iversity  of Iow a, the  

faculty has b een  engaged  in  teach ing  a n d  research  o n  in te rn a 
tional subjects. H ow ever, since the  m idd le  of th e  tw en tie th  
cen tury , in te rnationa l topics have  b eg u n  to  m ultip ly  in  the  
curriculum . W ith  th is expansion  of in te res t in  the  re s t of the  
w orld , the  U niversity  Libraries have  s ta rted  to  acquire research  
m aterials to  su p p o rt th is  teach ing  a n d  research .

As early  as 1857 U niversity  P resid en t A m os D ean  h a d  
acquired  479 titles for a library. Tw o of the  books w ere  Egypt, 
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula o f Sinai, in the Years 1842-1845, During 
the Mission Sent O ut by His Majesty Frederick William IV  of Prussia, 
2nd  ed. (London: 1853), by  R ichard L epsius (one of the  
founders of com parative linguistics); an d  Brazil and the Brazil
ians: Portrayed in Historical and Descriptive Sketches (Boston: 18..?) 
by  Jam es Fletcher. The first title is still available in  the  library, 
w hile the  la tte r is no  longer there , p e rh a p s  a casualty  of the  fire 
of 1897 in  N o rth  H all w h e n  24,472 o u t of 33,601 lib rary  books 
w ere destroyed . In teresting ly , d u rin g  W orld  W ar II, it w as the  
Brazilian g o v ern m en t's  D ep a rtm en t of E ducation  a n d  H ealth  
th a t d o n a ted  a "collection of Brazilian books 'as  a g estu re  of 
cu ltural coopera tion . '" 1  In  the  p o s t W orld  W ar II era, A m erica 
em erged  as a su p e rp o w er, a n d  a g row ing  in te res t in  in te rn a 
tional s tud ies w as reflected  in  th e  U n iversity 's  curricu lum .

In  1954 the  library  acqu ired  the  H u m a n  R elations A rea Files 
(HRAF), a m assive set of m etal file cab inets filled w ith  u n b o u n d  
books a n d  jou rna l articles indexed  for an th ropo log ica l, social, 1

1 Mildred Throne, "The History of the State University of Iowa: The 
University Libraries." (Unpublished M.A. thesis, The University of Iowa, 
1943), p. 88.
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a n d  cross-cu ltural s tud ies, b u t  also of u se  to  h isto rians and  
political scientists. Sim ilar o r identical cu ltu ral traits are located 
by  a set of n u m b ers  th a t cu t across all of the  e thn ic  g roups 
listed , p e rm ittin g  a com parison  of the  sam e w ord , for exam ple 
dowry, th ro u g h  th e  w ho le  file. Issued  from  Yale U niversity , the 
HRAF is located  in  a special room  on  the  M ain L ibrary 's th ird  
floor. A s the  files con tinue  to  age, th ey  will see g rea ter use  
because  of th e ir historical con ten t.

T hat sam e year, 1954, an  O rien ta l S tudies p rogram  appeared  
w ith  th ree  courses in  C h inese  language, tw o in  C hinese 
cu ltu re , a n d  a course  on  Japan  in  the  tw en tie th  century . By the 
nex t year, 1955, a c luster of courses ap p eared  u n d e r  the  rubric 
N ear E aste rn  S tud ies w ith  tw o  courses on  Islam  a n d  tw o on the 
A rabic language. A rabic d id  n o t stay  long in  the  curriculum , 
b u t H ebrew , tau g h t in  the  School of Religion as R eadings in 
Rabbinic H ebrew , still is available. In  1961 the  P rogram  of 
C h inese  a n d  O rien ta l S tud ies a n d  C hinese  L anguage an d  Area 
C en ter w ere  realized  w ith  the  su p p o rt of the  N ational D efense 
E ducation  Act. The g ran t fu n d ed  an  u n d e rg ra d u a te  m ajor in 
C hinese, scho larsh ips, a n d  a cross listing  of 14 courses from  
o th e r d e p a rtm e n ts  com plem en ting  the  22 courses a lready  on 
the  g ran t. A m ong  the  fo rm er w ere  courses on  all aspects of 
C h inese  language  a n d  litera tu re , includ ing  civilization and  
p h ilo sophy , w ith  add itiona l courses on  the  cu ltu re  of India, 
Japan , K orea, an d  Pakistan . A m ong  th e  la tte r w ere courses on 
the  h isto ry  of the  Far East, Japan , a n d  C hina. A lso in  1961, a 
p rog ram  in  Foreign  S tud ies w as crea ted  " to  fam iliarize the 
s tu d e n t w ith  the  geog raphy , h isto ry , political s truc tu re , and  
cu ltu ral trad itions of a foreign coun try  a n d  to tra in  h im  in the 
practical u se  of its language. The follow ing five areas a n d  their 
respective languages are s tud ied : France, Latin A m erica, G er
m an y  an d  A ustria , R ussia, C h in a ."2

In  1966 th e  C h inese  L anguage a n d  A rea C en ter becam e the 
C en ter for Far E astern  S tudies. Som e 62 courses w ere taugh t 
includ ing  an  extensive p rog ram  in  Japanese  w ith  18 cross-listed 
courses from  th e  d ep a rtm e n ts  of A n th ropo logy , H istory , Polit
ical Science, a n d  Sociology as w ell as the  schools of A rt and

2  The University of Iowa General Catalog, 1961, p. 97.
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A rt H istory  a n d  Religion. The p rog ram  lead ing  to  th e  M .A . in  
C hinese language a n d  civilization, estab lished  in  1965, w as 
follow ed in  1965-66 w ith  an  u n d e rg ra d u a te  m ajor in  Japanese 
language an d  civilization.

The U niversity  of Iow a L ibraries' O rien ta l C ollection w as 
sta rted  in  the  early  1960s, the  sam e tim e th a t the  C hinese 
Language a n d  A rea C en ter w as created . By 1966, th ere  w ere  
"25,000 fascicules in  17,500 vo lum es"  costing  $40,000 w ith  the  
b u d g e t a t rough ly  $10,000 p e r  year. Sm aller n u m b ers  of titles in  
Japanese a n d  K orean also w ere  a d d ed , b u t " th e  bu lk  of the  
collection consists of basic C hinese m ateria l o n  h isto ry , litera
tu re , ph ilo sophy , an d  a r t ."  M any large sets, such  as Twenty-five 
Dynastic Histories, a lso  have  been  acquired . " It is th e  aim  of the  
collection to  becom e an  adeq u ate  C hinese lib rary  for genera l 
basic reference, w ith  special collections bu ilt a ro u n d  the  n eed s  
of the  faculty  a n d  g rad u a te  s tu d e n ts ." 3 The books an d  jou rna ls  
in  the  O rien tal Collection are she lved  separa te ly  on  the  th ird  
floor in  the  M ain L ibrary accord ing  to  the  language  of the  text.

By 1974 the  P rogram  of C hinese a n d  O rien ta l S tud ies becam e 
the D ep artm en t of East A sian  L anguages a n d  L iteratu res, 
offering m ajors for b o th  an  M .A . a n d  the  Ph .D . Fifty-one 
courses on  C hina a n d  Japan  w ere  offered w ith  55 cross listed  
from  the  d ep a rtm en ts  of A n th ropo logy , H isto ry , a n d  Political 
Science an d  the  schools of A rt a n d  A rt H isto ry , a n d  Religion. 
A lso at th is tim e the  D ep a rtm en t of H isto ry  w as offering 
courses on  Latin A m erica, the  British E m pire a n d  C om m on
w ealth , C hina, M exico, Ind ia , East A sia, an d  Japan . The 
O riental Collection h a d  g ro w n  to  31,531 vo lum es in  C hinese 
an d  m ore th an  5,000 in  Japanese, b e ing  particu larly  s tro n g  in  
literature, h isto ry , art, a n d  ph ilosophy .

The Global S tudies P rogram  w as estab lished  in  1980 " to  
prov ide u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  m ultid iscip linary  s tu d y  of 
m ajor con tem porary , in te rre la ted  global p rob lem s concerned  
w ith  w ar, peace, a n d  security; deve lopm en t; env ironm en ta l 
concerns an d  global resources; an d  cross-cu ltural u n d e rs ta n d 
in g ." 4 A  n ew  course on  Africa ap p e are d  in  th e  D ep a rtm en t of

3 The University of Iowa General Catalog, 1966, p. 116.
4 The University of Iowa General Catalog, 1980-82, p. 121.
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H isto ry . The Latin  A m erican  S tud ies P rogram  w as fully estab 
lished  w ith  a d iverse  b u t in teg ra ted  collection of courses on 
ethno logy , th e  m ajor s ta tes  of the  reg ion , Brazilian literature, 
the  con tem pora ry  Latin A m erican  novel, sociology of the  Third 
W orld , n a tu ra l resources in  th e  w orld  econom y, an d  Black 
litera tu re  of P o rtuguese  expression . Biblical A ram aic w as 
tau g h t w ith  rabbinic H eb rew  in  the  School of Religion.

The C en te r for D evelopm en t S tud ies w as crea ted  in  1974 
w ith  su p p o rt from  th e  U .S. Office of Education . By th e  en d  of 
the  1970s, p ro g ram s g ran tin g  certificates w ere  estab lished  in 
global s tud ies , L atin  A m erican  s tud ies , an d  A sian stud ies, w ith  
an  M .A . p ro g ram  in d ev e lo p m en t su p p o rt com m unications in 
th e  School of Journalism  an d  M ass C om m unication  in  1982. In 
July 1981 the  C ouncil on  In te rnationa l a n d  C om parative S tud
ies, no w  the  C en ter for In te rnationa l a n d  C om parative Studies 
(CICS, p ro n o u n ce d  kicks), cam e in to  existence. In  the  m id- 
1970s a sm all n u m b er of y o u n g e r faculty  w h o  h a d  com e to The 
U niversity  of Iow a fo u n d  an  academ ic a tm o sp h ere  lacking for 
in te rd isc ip linary  p rog ram s. M ore precisely, " the  Council w as 
estab lished  in  resp o n se  to  a p roposa l p re se n ted  by  the  chairs of 
th e  G lobal S tud ies P rogram , the  Latin  A m erican  S tudies Pro
gram , a n d  the  P rogram  in  A sian  C iv ilizations." 5 Initially, the 
council w as a com m ittee , se t u p  as an  in d e p e n d e n t en tity  w ith  
U .S. D ep a rtm en t of E ducation  fund ing . In  1985 the  cen ter w as 
u p g ra d e d  to  a na tiona l resource  cen te r p rov id ing  new  faculty 
a n d  staff positions, includ ing  the  position  of in ternational 
s tu d ies  b ib liog rapher w ith in  the  U niversity  Libraries. The 
C en ter for In te rnationa l a n d  C om parative  S tudies m oved  to 
n ew  q u a rte rs  in  the  new ly  refu rb ished  In te rnationa l C enter, 
form erly  th e  h om e of th e  law  school, in  1987. The In ternational 
C en ter is h om e for the  fo llow ing p rogram s: African S tudies 
P rogram , G lobal S tud ies P rogram , H ealth  an d  D evelopm ent in 
A grarian  Societies (HADAS), Latin  A m erican  S tudies Program  
(LASP), Project for In te rnationa l C om m unications S tudies 
(PICS), P rogram  for In te rnationa l D evelopm en t (PID), Program  
in  A sian  C ivilization, W om en  in  In te rnationa l D evelopm ent

5 The University of Iowa Council on International and Cooperative Studies 
Annual Report, 1982-83, p. 3.
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C om m ittee (WID), a n d  the  C en ter for A sian  a n d  Pacific S tud ies 
(CAPS). It m u st be a d d e d  th a t from  its incep tion , CICS h as  h a d  
the  g enerous su p p o rt of the  S tanley F o unda tion , the  S tanley- 
UI F oundation , th e  E & M  C harities, a n d  the  S tan ley  fam ily of 
M uscatine, Iowa.

The in te rnationa l s tud ies  b ib liog rapher h as  m an y  roles 
w ith in  the  libraries: (1) to  p rov ide  access to  th e  collections 
already  on  the  cam pus, (2) to evaluate  th e  collections to 
de te rm ine  fu tu re  research  needs, (3) to  p rov ide  access to  o th er 
academ ic libraries in  Iow a, (4) to  reveal th e  h o ld ings of research  
libraries in  the  M idw est a n d  th ro u g h o u t th e  U n ited  S tates 
th ro u g h  pe rsona l contact w ith  colleagues as w ell as p rov id ing  
descrip tive con ten ts  of those  libraries, (5) to  req u es t th e  p u r 
chase of books a n d  jou rna ls  on  research  topics of in te res t to  The 
U niversity  of Iow a faculty, an d  (6) to  coopera te  w ith  m em bers 
of the  R esearch Libraries G roup , S tanford , C alifornia, in  a 
national on line catalog of books a n d  jo u rn a ls  received  by  
m em ber libraries such  as Yale, C olum bia, a n d  the  N ew  York 
Public. The in te rnationa l s tud ies  b ib liog rapher also w orks 
closely w ith  the  G overnm en t Publications D ep a rtm en t in  the  
M ain L ibrary to  acquire up -to -da te  statistical pub lications, 
econom ic d eve lopm en t p lans , a n d  census m aterials; these  are 
often  the  m ost im p o rtan t do cu m en ts  th a t faculty  or s tu d e n ts  
n eed  to  see w h e n  choosing  a research  topic ab o u t a particu lar 
T hird  W orld coun try . The U niversity  of Iow a m ain ta in s  som e 
40 active ag reem en ts w ith  o th e r un iversities  in  C hina, D en 
m ark , Burkina Faso, S ou th  K orea, the  Federal Republic of 
G erm any, Iceland, Indonesia , M exico, V enezuela , Po land , 
France, the  N e th erlan d s, A ustralia , Israel, E gypt, a n d  the  
U n ited  K ingdom , in  the  fo llow ing d e p a rtm e n ts  a n d  colleges: 
Education , E ngineering , Law , D en tis try , M edicine, Pharm acy, 
English, F rench, Journalism  a n d  M ass C om m unication , an d  
U rban  an d  Regional P lann ing  as w ell as the  In stitu te  of 
H ydraulic  Research.

In  o rd er to  p rov ide  b e tte r access to  th e  lite ra tu re  of d eve lop 
ing  coun tries, the  in te rnationa l s tud ies  b ib liog rapher com piled
Third World/Iowa: Books, Journals, Maps, and Microforms about 138 
Developing Countries Acquired by The University of Iowa Libraries 
1980-1986 (Iow a City: The U niversity  of Iow a L ibraries, 1987.
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6 volum es). T hese vo lum es enable  s tu d e n ts  a n d  faculty  on  the 
cam pus to  see the  m o st recen t titles th a t have  been  cataloged 
a n d  are  on  the  shelves. The 40,000 records of books and  
jou rna ls  in  all languages are a rran g ed  in to  six volum es: (1) 
Africa, (2) A sia (general) a n d  East Asia, (3) S ou th  Asia, (4) 
S ou theast A sia a n d  O ceania (i.e ., th e  Pacific countries), (5) 
M iddle  East, an d  (6) Latin  A m erica, a n d  indexed  by  au thor, 
title, a n d  geograph ic  area. Each item  includes the  location 
w ith in  The U niversity  of Iow a Libraries system . G ratis sets are 
located  a t Iow a State U niversity  a n d  the  U niversity  of N orthern  
Iow a, w ith  o th e r academ ic libraries in  Iow a accounting  for half 
of the  20 copies p rin ted . O th e r copies have  been  p u rch ased  by 
academ ic libraries in  N ebraska , M issouri, N ew  York, Califor
n ia, a n d  Florida; copies in  libraries ab road  are in  Korea, France, 
a n d  th e  U n ited  K ingdom .

The in te rn a tio n a l s tu d ies  b ib liog rapher is g u ided  by  the 
assis tan t U niversity  lib rarian  for collection d eve lopm en t an d  
w orks w ith  th e  m ed ia  b ib liog rapher an d  the  h isto ry  an d  social 
sciences b ib liographer. The o th e r necessary  partic ipan ts  in  the 
acquisition  of in te rnationa l m ateria ls are  the  "se lec to rs,"  librar
ians w h o  a id  in  the  selection of books a n d  jou rna ls  for the 
lib raries ' collections o n  topics such  as relig ion, sociology, 
an th ropo logy , a n d  so fo rth . Som e selectors are language sp e 
cialists. For exam ple, th ere  is a selector for the  hum anistic  
s tud ies  of East a n d  S ou th  A sia for m aterials in  m ost of the 
in d ig en o u s  languages of the  region. Still an o th e r selector 
chooses social science m ateria ls for C hina, Korea, an d  Japan. 
A cquisition  a n d  access to  O rien tal m ateria ls have  been  ex ten
sively b ro ad e n e d  in  recen t years. A  R esearch Libraries G roup 
CJK (C hinese, Japanese , K orean) com pu ter term inal in  the 
C ataloging  D ep a rtm en t is u se d  to  catalog n ew  titles in  the  th ree  
A sian  languages an d  also p rov ides add itiona l U.S. locations for 
titles th a t the  libraries do  n o t have , b u t m ay  bo rrow  from  the 
R esearch Libraries G roup . Finally, th ere  is a selector for Latin 
A m erica w h o  selects pub lica tions in  English an d  Span ish  on  
the  h isto ry  of Latin  A m erica, includ ing  the  C aribbean.

The C en ter for In te rnationa l a n d  C om parative  S tudies (CICS) 
h as  a n u m b er of com m ittees, includ ing  a C om m ittee  on  African 
S tud ies a n d  a Subcom m ittee  o n  P ublish ing . The la tter subcom 
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m ittee  is engaged  in  p u b lish ing  th ree  gu ides  to  ru ra l hea lth , 
one each for India, Indonesia , a n d  K enya, p rim arily  because of 
faculty in te rest in  app ly ing  for a n d  ob ta in ing  fo u n d a tio n  g ran ts  
for m edical research . In te rest in  K enya as a p lace for research  
an d  scholarly  activities goes back som e years. The faculty  has 
conducted  stud ies on  pestic ide p o ison ing  of the  en v iro n m en t, 
the  role of w om en  in  the  ru ra l se tting , com parative political 
conditions in  K enya an d  its so u th e rn  n e ighbo r T anzan ia , an d  
m ost recently , ru ra l h ea lth  in  M eru  D istrict, w h ich  is ju s t n o rth  
of M oun t K enya. K enya h as  the  fastest g row ing  p o p u la tio n  in  
the w orld  (now  20 m illion) o n  a lim ited  a m o u n t of arable land . 
The society is an  o p en  one w h ere  dem ocratic  va lues are prized . 
The faculty a n d  ad m in is tra tion  of The U niversity  of Iow a have 
been  in  close contact w ith  m em bers of th e  K enya M edical 
Research In stitu te  in  app ly in g  for a g ran t th a t w o u ld  p rov ide  
exact figures on  ru ra l h ea lth  p rob lem s in  K enya. A s p a rt of th e  
g ran t application , a com prehensive  gu ide  to  the  litera tu re  on  
ru ra l hea lth  in  K enya w as created , n o t on ly  from  books an d  
journals in  the  libraries, b u t also from  citations fo u n d  in  large 
online databases. It is h o p e d  th a t th is  gu ide  will soon  be 
pub lished  as the  first n u m b er of a n ew  series: Iowa International 
Guides. P lans are also be ing  m ade  to create a parallel series, 
Iowa International Papers, w h ich  will include  im p o rtan t find ings 
of faculty research  abou t o th er countries.

A m ong the  lib raries ' s tren g th s  in  th e  p a s t w ere  h o ld ings of 
h istory , geography , a n d  an th ropo logy . C onsiderab ly  less fu n d 
ing  w as available for the  p rob lem s a n d  d ev e lo p m en t of T hird  
W orld countries: their econom ic w elfare, ru ra l hea lth , com m u
nications an d  tran sp o rta tio n  system s, u se  of n a tu ra l resources, 
an d  political system s. Indonesia  is a good exam ple of a coun try  
w hose  h isto ry  has b een  adequate ly  covered  in  the  libraries' 
collections. A lthough  th e  h isto ry  of Indonesia  includes ex ten 
sive sets of vo lum es in  D u tch  an d  E nglish , th ere  are few  titles 
on  the  social a n d  econom ic p rob lem s e n u m e ra te d  above. 
Indonesia  is very  im p o rtan t b o th  regionally  in  Asia a n d  globally 
in  its p roduction  of oil. It h as  m ore th a n  160 m illion peop le , 
m aking  it th e  largest Islam ic coun try  in  the  w orld . The U niver
sity of Iow a has close rela tions w ith  a n u m b er of un iversities
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th ere  a n d  it is h o p e d  th a t closer ties m igh t be estab lished  in  
areas of m u tu a l benefit.

Books o n  C h ina  a n d  Ind ia  m ake u p  92 pe rcen t of the  en tire  
ho ld ings of th e  libraries on  A sia, includ ing  th e  M iddle East. 
M exico, A rgen tina , Brazil, Colom bia, a n d  P eru  com bine for 70 
pe rcen t of all vo lum es on  Latin  A m erica an d  the  C aribbean. O n 
the  A frican co n tin en t, 50 pe rcen t of all titles are abou t Egypt, 
S ou th  A frica, N igeria , a n d  A lgeria; the  rem ain ing  50 percen t is 
sh a red  by  the  o th e r 45 A frican states.

O u r co u n try  con tinues  to  exert considerable  influence over 
o th e r coun tries  an d  is itself sh a p ed  by  even ts  such  as econom ic 
w ell-being, financial stability , w ar a n d  peace, terrorism , op 
p ression , fam ine, a n d  refugees. All of the  p rob lem s of ou r day 
d e p e n d  o n  h o w  th e  res t of th e  w orld  sees us an d , equally 
im p o rtan t, h o w  w e see the  peop le  w h o  com prise 
th ree -q u arte rs  of the  e a rth 's  p opu la tion . The in ternational 
collections in  th e  libraries con tinue  to  be bu ilt for use  by 
s tu d e n ts  a n d  faculty , in  the  h o p e  th a t som e of the  solu tions will 
com e from  Iow a.
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