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The Ind ica to r

This co lum n takes its nam e  from  the  p o p u la r  p rin te r 's  
m ark sh o w n  above. Leigh H u n t u se d  th e  ind ica to r m ark , also 
called a fist, h a n d  d irector, or index  to  sign  h is co lum n in  the  
Examiner an d  la te r chose the  Indicator as the  title for h is new  
jou rnal th a t ran  from  O ctober 1819 th ro u g h  M arch 1821. In  an  
ep ig raph , H u n t exp lained  th a t the  A frican ind ica to r b ird , w h e n  
looking for honey , w o u ld  issue  " a cheerfu l cry" to  indicate 
sw eets to its follow ers. The ed ito rs h o p e  th a t th is co lum n 
serves a sim ilar p u rp o se . The Indicator is u se d  to  d irect special 
a tten tion  to  various topics, includ ing  fo rthcom ing  p rogram s 
an d  speakers, exhibitions, an d  n ew s of selected  acquisitions.

C hange has com e to B o o k s  a t  Io w a . The m agazine  h as  h a d  
only slight a lte ra tions since its b eg in n in g  in  1964. W ith  the  very  
successful redesign  of the  Newsletter, th e  ad m in is tra tion  of the  
Libraries decided  on  an  extensive resty ling  of the  m agazine. 
This m odern iza tion  w as u n d e rta k en  by  K athy  T hom as an d  
Patti O 'N eill of The U niversity  of Iow a P rin ting  D epartm en t. 
The ed itors ho p e  you  will en joy  the  n e w  look.

The N ovem ber 1989 issue  (No. 51) of Books at Iowa carried  
an  article by Tatjana Lorkovic en titled  "T he Slavic Collection at 
The U niversity of Iow a ."  The first sen tence  of th a t essay  s ta ted  
th a t "R ussian  language  s tud ies  a t The U niversity  of Iow a 
appeared  du ring  the  1944-1945 school year u n d e r  the  auspices 
of the D epartm en t of R om ance L an g u ag es."  O ne of o u r rea d ­
ers, Raym ond H. Jipp of Jacksonville, F lorida, w ro te  in  th a t "n o  
recognition w as g iven  to Prof. Jack T. Posin  w h o  tau g h t a 
R ussian  class in  1942." M r. Jipp w as in  th e  class for one 
sem ester. There w as no  U niversity  C atalogue p u b lish ed  for the  
year 1942-43, b u t R ussian  does ap p e ar  in  th e  1943-1944 cata­
logue w ith  J.A. Posin  listed  as a ssis tan t p rofessor. P rofessor 
Posin had  an  A .B., M .A ., a n d  Ph .D . from  th e  U niversity  of
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C alifornia a t Berkeley a n d  he  la te r w e n t on  to  teach  at S tanford. 
O u r th an k s  to M r. Jipp for b ring ing  th is d iscrepancy  to our 
a tten tion .

Special C ollections Featu re  P resentation!
W e have  p laced  a n ew  exhib ition  case in  the  Special Collec­

tions D ep a rtm en t to show  n e w e r an d  o lder books of in te rest for 
various re a so n s—p ress , subject, form , m ate ria ls—or because 
som eone  likes them . The d isp lays will be changed  approxi­
m ate ly  m on th ly .

The p rem ier piece w as Dido and Aeneas (N ahum  Tate and  
H en ry  Purcell, 1989). This book, co-pub lished  by  the  Janus 
P ress a n d  the  T heodore  P ress, m arks th e  300th ann iversary  of 
the  pub lica tion  of the  libretto  to  Purcell's  opera , first perfo rm ed  
to  celebrate the  com ing of W illiam  an d  M ary to the  English 
th ro n e  in  1689. The form at of the  book  is a single accordion- 
fo lded  sh ee t of h a n d m a d e  p ap e r, nearly  six feet long, open ing  
to  five successive tw o-page sp read s, each a scene of the  opera 
in te rp re te d  in  an  ind iv idual p u lp  pain ting . The effect of the 
book, w h e n  u n fo ld ed  a n d  s tan d in g  in  a line, is quite 
scu lp tu ra l—it becom es a m in ia tu re  thea ter. The text w as p re ­
p a red , typograph ica lly  desig n ed  an d  h an d -se t in  R om anee 
C ursief by  M ichael A lpert a t the  T heodore  P ress, p rin ted  by 
A lpert a n d  Claire V an Vliet, an d  p u b lish ed  in  an  ed ition  of 150 
copies.

The University of Iowa Libraries Exhibitions Program for 1990-1991

BO OK AS IMAGE: A SELECTION OF ARTIST'S BOOKS
FROM  THE UNIVERSITY OF IO W A  LIBRARIES

A p h e n o m e n o n  of th e  sixties an d  seven ties th a t m any  
p red ic ted  w o u ld  n o t ou tlast th e  decades, the  a rtis t 's  book has 
estab lished  itself as an  e n d u rin g  artistic m ed ium . D efined  as 
''b o o k s  p ro d u ce d  by  a rtists  a n d  in te n d e d  as v isual ob jec ts ,'' the 
a rtis t 's  book  is conceived in  its en tire ty  by  th e  artist; the  textual 
m atte r, if any , is an  in teg ral p a rt  of th is concep tion  an d  is 
generally  w ritten  or assem bled  by  th e  artist. These w orks range 
from  fairly conven tional book  s tru c tu res  to  pieces w hich  call
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in to  question  the  very  defin ition  of a book. P re sen ted  in  
Septem ber an d  O ctober of 1990, the  exhibition  w as p rep a re d  by  
T im othy Shipe, H arlan  Sifford, a n d  Pam ela Spitzm ueller.

M OM ENTS OF TERROR: PO E'S TRADEMARK 
The U niversity  L ibraries collections on  E dgar A llan Poe are 

extensive, rang ing  from  m ultip le  ed itions, tran sla tions, an d  
criticism  of h is w orks th ro u g h  the  m ajor scholarly  collection 
form ed by  P rofessor T hom as O. M abbott, one  of th e  p rim ary  
A m erican au tho rities  on  Poe. C hoosing  from  exam ples in  a rt 
an d  film as w ell as p rin t, th is exhibition  m ay  fea tu re  such  topics 
as "V illains an d  Victims: the  C haracters of Poe"; "M eth o d s  of 
M adness: T orture  in  Poe"; a n d  "Scenes of the  Crim e: Setting  in  
P oe ."  Jud ith  M acy, Lucia M arino, a n d  Rijn T em pleton  will 
p repare  th is exhibition, schedu led  from  N ovem ber 1990 
th ro u g h  January  1991.
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