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A lth o u g h  The U niversity  of Iow a o p en ed  its doors in  1855, it 
w as 1873 before its faculty  inc luded  a p ro fesso r of English and  
1900 before  th ere  w as a form al d e p a rtm en t of English. This 
slow  em ergence  of English  as a m ajor subject w as n o t a 
p h e n o m e n o n  pecu liar to  Iow a. E nglish  w as a late b loom er in  
a lm ost all A m erican  colleges an d  un iversities. Tw o forces held  
it back. O n e  w as the  feeling, p ro m o ted  especially by  the 
teachers of L atin  an d  G reek, th a t the  English  language as well 
as its lite ra tu re  w as too  fam iliar to  be p ro p er  m atte r for 
advanced  s tudy . The o th e r force, especially strong  in  the  new  
m id w este rn  sta te  un iversities , w as the  conviction th a t English 
w as n o t practical en o u g h  for th e  tra in ing  of s tu d e n ts  w ho  
w ish ed  to  be leaders in  the  w orkaday  w orld . A s a resu lt of such 
a ttitu d es , those  w h o  w a n te d  to see English becom e an  im por
tan t p a rt of college a n d  un iversity  curricula h a d  to dem onstra te  
th a t it w as b o th  in tellectually  rigo rous an d  socially useful. H ow  
th is  w as accom plished  can only  be sum m arized  here.

From  the  o p en in g  of H arv ard  in  1636 the  teachers of G reek 
a n d  Latin  con tro lled  the  teach ing  of languages in  A m erican 
in stitu tio n s  of h ig h er ed u c a tio n .1 Their claim s for dom inance 
w ere  im pressive: th ey  w ere  con tinu ing  the  historical trad ition  
d a tin g  back to  m edieval tim es th a t th e  function  of th e  un iver
sity w as to d iscip line a n d  hence  to  liberate the  m ind; they  w ere 
p ro v id in g  necessary  tra in ing  for fu tu re  doctors, law yers, an d  
clergym en; a n d  th e ir subject m a tte r  w as an  in tellectual chal
lenge n o t on ly  because  of the  n a tu re  of the  classical languages 
b u t also because  of the  w ay  th ey  tau g h t them . For th ey  tau g h t 
G reek  a n d  L atin  n o t as p h ilo so p h y  or cu ltu ral h isto ry , w hich  
could  have  m ade  th em  fascinating , b u t as ph ilo logy  (linguis 1

1 For a detailed study of this topic, see Gerald Graff, Professing Literature, 
An Institutional History (Chicago: U niversity of Chicago Press, 1987), Chapter 
2.
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tics), w h ich  according to  th e  testim ony  of th e ir s tu d e n ts  m ade  
the  subject insufferab ly  dull. C lasses consisted  of end less 
recitations on  assigned  tex ts—the form  of the  w o rd s , their 
m ean ing , syntax , a n d  etym ology. The classicists w ere  con
vinced  th a t daily  drills of th is n a tu re  d iscip lined  the  m in d s  of 
u n d e rg rad u a te s  a n d  in  som e w o n d ro u s  fash ion  liberated  them . 
The classicists, m oreover, w ere  d e te rm in ed  to  keep  th e  s tu d y  
of any  o th er language  a n d  lite ra tu re  o u t of the  curricu lum  
un less it could  be p ro v ed  to  be equally  a rd u o u s.

The teachers of foreign languages m an ag ed  to  m ake the ir 
s tud ies acceptable only  by  im ita ting  the  teach ing  m e th o d s  of 
the  classicists, i.e ., by  teach ing  th e ir lite ra tu res as philology. 
Even by the  last half of the  n in e te en th  cen tu ry , the  foreign 
language teachers w ere  still on  th e  defensive, still w incing  from  
such  barbs as the  classicists' charge th a t the  teach ing  of F rench  
w as on  a p a r w ith  in struction  in  dancing .

The case for English  as a rigo rous s tu d y  w as even  h a rd e r  to 
m ake because no  tran sla tion  w as involved . C h ild ren  lea rn ed  to 
speak  the  language at a very  early  age, a n d  s tu d e n ts  in  the  
public schools learned  the  ru d im e n ts  of English  g ram m ar an d  
m em orized  som e of the  o u ts ta n d in g  passages in  E nglish  an d  
A m erican literature . N everthe less, there  w ere  m an y  w h o  be
lieved th a t an  advanced  s tu d y  of English  language  a n d  litera
tu re  deserved  a place in  college an d  u n ivers ity  curricula. In  the  
late 1850s an d  early  1860s certain  scholars beg an  a rg u in g  th a t 
English could  be m ade  as difficult to  m aste r as G reek  if E nglish  
texts w ere tau g h t as th o u g h  th ey  w ere  G reek, M ilton  as th o u g h  
he w ere H om er. T hree books w ere  especially  influential: 
G eorge M arsh 's  Lectures on the English Language (1859), w h ich  
w en t th ro u g h  tw en ty  p rin tings , a n d  Origin and History of the 
English Language and of the Early Literature it Embodies (1862) 
w hich  w e n t th ro u g h  fo u rteen  p rin tings. Bearing m ore  on  
teaching  techn iques w as Francis A. M arch 's  Method of Philolog
ical Study of the English Language (1865), e leven  p rin tings. M arch 
m ade  no  a ttem p t to  su b stitu te  English  for G reek  a n d  Latin  b u t 
a rgued  th a t the  s tu d y  of all th ree  re su lted  in  a b e tte r  u n d e r
s tand ing  of each. A lth o u g h  the  basic teach ing  m e th o d  he
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reco m m en d ed  w as th e  u su a l philological one, recitations on 
linguistic  m inu tiae , he  d id  a d d  w riting  assignm en ts resting  on 
questions  w ith o u t sim ple, certain  answ ers. H e w as one of the  
first, therefo re , to  couple  com position  w ith  the  teach ing  of 
litera tu re . M arch w as trem en d o u sly  influential, an d  w as p rob
ably m ore responsib le  th a n  any  o th e r one p e rso n  for getting  
E nglish  in to  college curricula. M arch m ay  also have  been  the 
first p ro fesso r of English  in  the  coun try . In  1857 Lafayette 
College ap p o in te d  h im  (the title is revealing) P rofessor of 
E nglish  a n d  C om parative  P h ilo logy .2

If E nglish  as ph ilo logy  even tua lly  d em o n stra ted  th a t the 
teach ing  of E nglish  could  be rigorous, it w as English  as public 
speak ing  th a t d e m o n stra ted  th a t it could  be practical. D uring  
the  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  E nglish  inc luded  rheto ric  a n d  such  of its 
practical app lications as o rato ry , declam ation , elocution, and  
debate . Success in  such  activities, m ost A m ericans w ou ld  have 
agreed , w as one of th e  k e y s—m aybe the  m ajor k e y —to success 
in  public  affairs. The M cG uffey read ers  th a t w ere  so very 
p o p u la r  in  the  e lem en tary  schools, it shou ld  be rem em bered , 
w ere  m ean t to  inculcate the  princip les of elocution. The selec
tions w ere  to  be read  a loud  w ith  ap p ro p ria te  voice a n d  body  
effects, n o t to be s tu d ied  for th e ir literary  qualities. In  college 
th e  m ain  p u rp o se  of the  literary  societies w as to  provide 
experience in  o rato ry  a n d  debate , a n d  the  sen io r declam ations 
let those  g rad u a tin g  show  off th e ir com m and  of large m oral 
a n d  social issues. In  sho rt, even  in  a n ew  sta te  such  as Iow a it 
w as genera lly  ag reed  th a t excellence in  public  speak ing  w as a 
very  u se fu l accom plishm en t indeed . A nd , by  ex tension , En
glish in  th is  m ore  inclusive sense  cam e to be v iew ed  as a 
practical subject. W illiam  Riley Parker w as em inen tly  correct, 
therefo re , w h e n  he  w ro te  th a t if the  fa ther of E nglish w as 
philo logy , its m o th e r w as o ra to ry .3

2 For a d iscussion  of the p ioneers in the teaching of English, see Phyllis 
Franklin, "English Studies: The W orld of Scholarship in 1883," PMLA 99
(May 1984), 350-370.

3 "W here D o English D epartm ents Com e From?" College English 28 (Feb
ruary 1967), 140.
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In sum m ary , w h e n  Iow a o p e n e d  its doors in  1855, E nglish  
h ad  n o t ye t becom e a m ajor subject in  A m erican  colleges a n d  
universities. Iow a 's  first faculty  a lm ost perfectly  m irro red  the  
national pecking  order: a p ro fesso r of anc ien t languages, a 
teacher of m o d ern  languages, a n d  n o  one  at all in  English. The 
follow ing account, therefore , sh o u ld  be read  n o t as the  sto ry  of 
Iow a's a ttem p t to  p lay  catch-up  in  the  teach ing  of E nglish  b u t 
as a fairly rep resen ta tive  exam ple of w h a t w as h ap p e n in g  at the  
tim e in  m ost A m erican  un iversities, certain ly  in  m o st of the  
state un iversities in  the  M idw est.

1847-1869
Probably no  one h a d  college-level in struction  in  E nglish 

language an d  litera tu re  in  m in d  w h e n  in  1847 Iow a 's  First 
G eneral A ssem bly au th o rized  a u n ivers ity  for the  b ra n d  new  
state. W hat th e  legislators w a n te d  w as an  in stitu tio n  th a t 
w ou ld  p roduce  the  educational an d  p ro fessional leaders  the  
state  so bad ly  n eed ed . D uring  the  debate  o n  the  U niversity , 
m em bers of the  A ssem bly  a sse rted  th a t th e  first function  of th e  
in stitu tion  sh o u ld  be to  p rep a re  teachers for th e  com m on 
schools. T hom as H . B enton, Jr., S u p e rin te n d en t of Public 
Instruction , ad d e d  th a t it sh o u ld  p rep a re  doctors a n d  law yers, 
an d  G overnor Jam es W. G rim es a few  years  la ter a rg u ed  th a t it 
m igh t app rop ria te ly  becom e a scientific or po ly techn ic  school. 
There is no  ev idence th a t th e  n ew sp a p e rs  or th e  genera l public  
d isagreed  w ith  these  practical objectives. Little, if an y th ing , 
w as said abou t tra in ing  the  m in d  for its o w n  sake, o r abou t 
cultivating literary  taste; practical n e ed s  seem ed  too  p ressing .

W hen  the  u n iv ers ity 's  first bo a rd  of tru s tee s  seem ed  too slow  
in  ap p o in tin g  a p res id en t a n d  a faculty , the  leg isla tu re  took 
th ings in to  its ow n  h a n d s  by  creating  a position  for a specialist 
in  teacher-tra in ing  a n d  by  look ing  for possib le  faculty  in  such  
practical fields as chem istry  a n d  biology. Finally s tirred  in to  
action, the  tru stees  offered the  p residency  successively  to  th ree  
d ifferent pe rso n s an d  w ere  tu rn e d  d o w n  by  all of them . A lm ost 
in  despera tion  th ey  gave the  job to  A m os D ean, h e a d  of the  
A lbany Law School, even  th o u g h  D ean  to ld  th em  h e  w o u ld  n o t 
m ove from  N ew  York. A n d  he  d id n 't. In  fou r years  h e  m ade
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only  th ree  or four trip s to  the  Iow a cam pus. But h is a p p o in t
m en t w as by  no  m eans a d isaster, for in  th a t sho rt tim e he 
assem bled  a sm all b u t  capable faculty , dev ised  a balanced  and  
innovative  curricu lum , a n d  w ork ed  w ith  the  fam ous educato r 
H orace M ann  in  creating  a un ified  system  for the  sta te 's  
schools. H e never, how ever, could  overcom e the  incom petence 
of th e  tru s tees  or p e rsu a d e  th e  leg isla ture  to  p rov ide  the  funds 
the  u n ivers ity  n eed ed .

In  o rgan iz ing  the  U niversity  D ean  w isely  took  in to  account 
b o th  the  trad itional w o rk  of un iversities  a n d  the  special need  in 
Iow a for practical in struction . H e d iv ided  the  U niversity  into 
th ree  p a rts , the "u n iv e rsity  p ro p e r ,"  the  N orm al D epartm en t 
(teacher tra in ing), a n d  the  P rep ara to ry  D ep artm en t (subfresh
m an). The U niversity  p ro p e r  h e  th e n  d iv ided  in to  n ine  d e p a rt
m en ts , five in  the  language  a n d  ph ilosoph ical area, four in  the 
sciences. S tu d en ts  could  select the  field or fields in  w hich  they  
w a n te d  to  w ork , a n d  could  ea rn  a  B .A ., B .Ph., o r  a  B.S. D ean, 
how ever, h a d  m o n ey  en o u g h  to staff only  the  N orm al an d  
P rep ara to ry  d e p a rtm e n ts  a n d  th ree  of the  d ep a rtm en ts  in  the 
U niversity  p roper: A ncien t L anguages (G reek an d  Latin), M od
e rn  L anguages (G erm an  an d  French), a n d  M athem atics. In  the 
second  y ear he  a d d e d  the  Rev. J.M . S tone to teach  physics. 
S tone seem s also to  have  tau g h t ten  s tu d e n ts  in  a class in 
in te llectual ph ilo so p h y , w h ich  in c luded  rheto ric  a n d  oratory , 
subjects th a t even tua lly  cam e u n d e r  the  aegis of English.

Ironically, the  N orm al D ep a rtm en t cam e closer to  offering a 
m ore substan tia l p ro g ram  in  English  th a n  th e  U niversity  
p ro p er. Because th ey  w ere  going  to  have  to  teach  the  3Rs, 
N orm al s tu d e n ts  h a d  to  take courses in  E nglish gram m ar, 
com position , a n d  litera tu re . The course  in  litera tu re  consisted  
of read in g  the  selections in  M cG uffey 's first four Eclectic 
R eaders as w ell as the  up lifting  pieces in  H em a n 's  Reader for 
Young Ladies. S tu d en ts  read  the  selections a loud  w ith  the 
p ro p er  g estu res, a n d  m em orized  m any  of them . P repara to ry  
s tu d e n ts  h a d  to  s tu d y  E nglish  gram m ar.

Possibly the  m o st im p o rtan t tra in ing  in  the  h and ling  of the 
language , how ever, d eve loped  o u tside  of the  regu lar classes.
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A t the  en d  of every  sem ester each s tu d e n t w as expected  to 
deliver a public o ration  or a read in g  of an  orig inal com position . 
Topics for these  exercises varied  w idely , as a few  exam ples will 
show : " C onquest of T h o u g h t,"  " E loquence of Logic," 
" D ea th ,"  " Pickw ick," " Blessings B righten A s T hey  Take Their 
F ligh t,"  an d , doub tless  by  som e early  fem inist, "M ed d lin g  an d  
G ossiping am ong  M en ."

The curricu lum  dev ised  by  A m os D ean  s tayed  in  force only  
un til 1858, w h e n  a n ew  b o a rd  of tru s tees , appa lled  by  the  
financial cond ition  of the  un iversity , closed d o w n  every th ing  
b u t the  N orm al d e p a rtm e n t for tw o  years. D ean  ap p ro v ed  of 
the  closing, b u t w h e n  the  tru s tees  in sis ted  th a t he  m ove his 
p e rm an en t residence to  Iow a C ity he  resigned .

In 1860 a rev ision  of the  curricu lum  p u t  in to  effect by  Silas 
Totten , the  second  p res id en t of th e  U niversity , resu lted  in  
slightly m ore a tten tio n  to  English. T o tten , an  Episcopalian  
rector w h o  h a d  tau g h t a t T rin ity  College in  C onnecticu t a n d  
W illiam an d  M ary College in  V irginia, w as also sh re w d  e n o u g h  
to  a d ap t the  trad itional concep ts of a un iv ers ity  to  the  realities 
of a m id w este rn  cam pus. H e re ta in ed  D ean 's  basic d e p a rtm e n 
tal system  b u t red u ced  the  n ine  un iversity  d ep a rtm e n ts  to  th ree  
in  the  language a n d  ph ilosoph ical a rea  a n d  th ree  in  the  
sciences. A  m odicum  of English  ap p e are d  in  th e  d e p a rtm e n t 
called Ph ilosophy  a n d  R hetoric th a t T o tten  assigned  to  him self. 
It included  rheto ric  a n d  English  litera tu re  for jun io rs  a n d  
exercises in  th e  app lication  of rheto ric  a n d  logic for seniors. 
Since only a sm all m inority  of s tu d e n ts  took  T o tten 's  course , it 
can hard ly  be said th a t these  subjects m ade  m u ch  of an  im pact 
on  the  s tu d e n t body . English  g ram m ar co n tin u ed  to  be re 
qu ired  in  the  P repara to ry  D ep artm en t, a n d  the  N orm al D ep art
m en t offered a varie ty  of subjects th a t m igh t be called English 
or English-related: E lem entary  S o unds of the  L anguage, R ead
ing  in  English, Spelling as w ell as D efin itions a n d  A nalyses of 
W ords, English G ram m ar includ ing  A nalysis an d  Synthesis 
[elem entary  philology], C om position  a n d  Criticism .

In 1865 the  U niversity  w as reo rgan ized  once m ore, th is tim e 
du ring  the  p residency  of O liver M. Spencer, w h o  h a d  b een  a
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M ethod ist m in is te r before  com ing to  the  un iversity . Spencer 
n am ed  the  u n ivers ity  p ro p e r  the  "C ollegiate D ep a rtm en t,"  
e lim inated  the  sem i-independence  of its d ep a rtm en ts , an d  
changed  the  school y ear from  tw o to  th ree  term s. A lso, he  tried 
to e lim inate th e  P rep ara to ry  D ep a rtm en t on  the  g ro u n d s  tha t 
such  e lem en tary  w ork  d id  n o t befit a un iversity , b u t he 
im m ediately  re in s ta ted  it w h e n  th e  m em bers of h is faculty 
com plained  th a t n o t ha lf of th e  en te rin g  freshm en  w ere  capable 
of college w o rk —h ard ly  a su rp ris in g  com plain t since there  
w ere  still on ly  e ig h teen  h igh  schools in  the  sta te  w ith  well- 
d rafted  courses of s tudy . U n d er Spencer the  P repara to ry  and  
the  N orm al curricu la rem ain ed  relatively  th e  sam e, b u t em p h a
sis sh ifted  to w ard  the  sciences in  the  Collegiate D epartm en t 
w h e n  G u stav u s H inrichs w as ap p o in te d  to  teach  physics and  
chem istry . To a certain  ex ten t H inrichs w as coasting on  the 
post-C ivil W ar e n th u s ia sm  for science a n d  its practical applica
tions, b u t  h is a lm ost m aniacal passion  for laborato ry  teaching 
—a n d  for advertis ing  h is m e th o d —soon  m ade  his p rogram  
k n o w n  th ro u g h o u t the  coun try . N o t su rprising ly , English 
d u rin g  S pencer's  ad m in is tra tio n  m ade  only  sm all p rogress. 
E lem ents of English  w ere  still ancillary p a rts  of the  d ep a rtm en t 
h e a d ed  by  th e  p res id en t, th is  tim e ra th e r  g rand ly  called M oral 
a n d  In tellectual P h ilo sophy  an d  Belles-Lettres. Spencer in 
c luded  rheto ric  in  the  first te rm  of h is p rog ram  for jun io rs , and  
English  litera tu re , as fo u n d  in  C harles D. C leveland 's an th o l
ogy, in  the  th ird  term  of h is p rog ram  for sen iors. The n a tu re  of 
C leve land 's  an tho logy  m akes it clear th a t the  s tu d e n ts  h ad  to 
m em orize a n d  recite historical a n d  linguistic facts rela ting  no t 
only  to  m ajor texts b u t to  inconsequen tia l ones as well. Clearly, 
S pencer's  English  L iteratu re  w as a course  in  English philology.

O u ts id e  the  c lassroom  d u rin g  th ese  years, the  s tu d en ts  
co n tin u ed  to  exploit th e ir native language  orally. The catalogs 
of the  tim e tell th a t rheto rical exercises w ere  "assoc ia ted"  w ith  
all s tud ies  w ith  w h ich  th ey  could  be app rop ria te ly  connected; 
one h o u r  each  w eek  w as set aside for the  pu rp o se . The 
afte rnoons of the  first an d  th ird  W ednesdays of each m on th  
w ere  d ev o ted  to  "g en e ra l"  rhetorical exercises in  the  chapel at
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w hich  tim e all s tu d e n ts  w ere  req u ired  to  be p resen t. M oreover, 
all s tu d en ts  w ere  expected  to  take p a rt each  w eek  in  "vocal 
gym nastics" (elocution) u n d e r  the  eye of th e  p ro fesso r of their 
departm en t. In  add ition , ab o u t ha lf of th e  s tu d e n ts  be longed  to 
literary  societies w hose  w eekly  m eetings s tressed  o rations, 
debates, a n d  th e  read in g  of orig inal com positions.

1869-1900
In 1869 a series of changes b eg an  th a t resu lted  in  the  

recognition of English  language  a n d  litera tu re  as one of the  
m ajor fields in  the  un iversity . The p res id en t from  1868 to  1870 
w as Rev. Jam es Black, D .D ., a fo rm er P resby terian  m in iste r 
an d  a p ro fesso r of Latin a n d  G reek. M ore significantly  for th is 
account, he  h a d  b een  a p ro fesso r of English  litera tu re  an d  
h isto ry  at W ash ing ton  (now  W ash ing ton  an d  Jefferson) College 
in  W estern  P ennsylvania . H is sh o rt period  as p re s id e n t a t Iow a 
coincided w ith  dram atic changes in  th e  U niversity . The Law 
D epartm en t o p en ed  in  1868 a n d  the  M edical D ep a rtm en t in  
1870. The tru stees  closed th e  P repara to ry  D ep a rtm en t an d  
m ade the  N orm al D ep artm en t a p u re ly  p ro fessional p ro g ram  in  
the  Collegiate D epartm en t. The m ajor d ep a rtm e n ts  th e n  b e 
cam e Collegiate, Law, a n d  M edicine, each  w ith  its ow n  dean . 
The D ean of the  C ollegiate D ep artm en t w as T.S. P arv in , a 
liberally inclined p ro fesso r of h isto ry  w h o  d id  n o t share  the  
fears of those teach ing  the  classical a n d  m o d ern  foreign  lan 
guages th a t English w as an  easy  subject th a t w o u ld  rob  th em  of 
their s tuden ts .

W hen  the  tru stees  abo lished  th e  P rep ara to ry  D ep a rtm en t 
they  ad d e d  a fifth year to the  Collegiate p ro g ram  for " in tro 
duc to ry"  w ork. As a resu lt, s tu d e n ts  took  th e ir first th ree  years 
in  the  Collegiate D ep artm en t, d iv id ing  the ir tim e equally  
be tw een  letters a n d  science. T hen  th ey  a d d e d  tw o  years  in  
e ither the  new ly  estab lished  D ep a rtm en t of L iteratu re  a n d  the  
A rts or in  one com posed  of sciences. Such changes, p lu s  the  
fact th a t P residen t Black h im self h a d  tau g h t E nglish  litera tu re , 
created  the  m ost p rom ising  situa tion  ye t for th e  es tab lishm en t 
of a chair in  E nglish language  a n d  litera tu re . (A chair w as the 
original term  for w h a t is n o w  called a d ep a rtm en t. It h a d  a
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certain  ap tn e ss  because  o ften  th ere  w as only  one p e rso n  in  the 
field, certain ly  on ly  one  p rofessor.)

The possib ility  of creating  such  a chair first cam e u p  at a 
m ee ting  of the  tru s tees  in  June  1868, b u t th e  m in u tes  of the 
bo ard  ind icate  n o th in g  m ore th a n  th a t the  subject w as d is
cussed . The d iscussion  m u s t have  been  fru itfu l, how ever, for 
the  catalog for 1868-69 co n ta ined  the  fo llow ing parag raph :

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE is to receive 
additional attention; it being the intention to commit it as a chief 
branch to a single instructor, who will make selections from its 
classics the text for instructions; giving to the words of the 
tongue, and their history; to the structure of the sentence and its 
possible modifications; and to the growth of the literature, an 
attention similar to that which is required in the study of a 
foreign language, and making the whole practical by repeated 
exercises in writing, repeating and speaking.4

N ote  the  a tte m p t to  p lacate  those  w h o  m igh t oppose  the  
in tro d u c tio n  of English. T hey are a ssu red  th a t it will be tau g h t 
as th o u g h  it w ere  a foreign language , i.e ., rigorously , and  
ren d e re d  practical by  rep e a te d  practice. In  o th er w ords, it w as 
to  be tau g h t by  th e  accep ted  philological m ethods.

The "ad d itio n a l a tte n tio n "  becam e ev iden t in  the  a p p o in t
m en t of G ilbert L. P inkham , a sen io r s tu d e n t in  the  Collegiate 
D ep artm en t, as an  assis tan t a n d  in  such  n ew  courses as 
Rhetorical, Poetical, a n d  Logical Form s (one term  each). A p
p a ren tly  P inkham  d id  so w ell th a t the  next year he  w as 
p ro m o ted  to  In stru c to r in  English  L anguage an d  L iterature  and  
H isto ry  w ith , of course , a still h eav ier load. In  th e ir rep o rt to 
th e  T h irteen th  G eneral A ssem bly  in  1870, th e  tru stees  (called 
reg en ts  after 1870) d e fe n d e d  the  n ew  prov ision  for instruction  
in  E nglish  L anguage an d  L iterature:

L arger p rov ision  h as  b een  m ade  for th e  s tu d y  of the 
English  L anguage. W hat h as  b een  d o n e  is in  an tic ipation  
of a drill in  the  language  m ore com m ensu ra te  w ith  its 
claim s th an  is com m on. T here  is reason  to believe th a t

4 University Catalog, 1868-69, p. 34.

 
 

http://ir.uiowa.edu/bai/vol51/iss1



these claim s, even  w h e n  the  language  is v iew ed  m erely  as 
a m eans of cu ltu re, have  b een  too m uch  overlooked  by 
educato rs, w hereas if th e  position  be taken  th a t the 
question  of tra in ing  in  th is or th a t is to  be se ttled  a t all 
tim es in  view  of the  practical benefit to  be derived  th e re 
from , w h a t can exceed in  practical im portance  the  o rgan  of 
one 's  daily th o u g h t w h o se  reaction  on  the  th o u g h ts  w h ich  
it expresses is constan t?5
Such belabored  p rose  suggests  th a t E nglish  w as n e e d ed  n o t 

only by the  s tu d e n ts  b u t by  th e  tru s tees  too. But th e  p o in t is 
clear th a t the  s tu d y  of English  h a d  com e to  be perce ived  as a 
s tudy  th a t w ou ld  b o th  sh a rp e n  the  m in d  a n d  be of g rea t 
practical value. For the  m ost p a rt, G ilbert P inkham  h a d  to

5 Report of the Board of Trustees, Legislative Documents of the Thirteenth 
General Assembly, 1870, vol. 1, 23.

Gilbert L. Pinkham, first instructor of English 
language and literature.
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sh o u ld e r th e  ex p an d ed  w ork  in  English by  him self. F ortu 
nate ly , he  w as a v igorous a n d  capable m an. Born in  Village 
C reek  in  A llam akee C oun ty , h e  h a d  a tte n d ed  school there  and  
h a d  served  as th e  p rincipal of a p riva te  academ y before m oving 
to  Iow a C ity to  ea rn  a b achelo r's  degree  a t the  U niversity . A fter 
receiving the  B .A ., he  tau g h t full-tim e for one year. W hen  he 
took  leave in  1870-71 to w ork  on  a m as te r 's  degree, G eorge T. 
Keller, M .A ., tau g h t h is classes. O n  P in k h am 's  re tu rn  to the 
faculty  he  w as relieved  of h is h isto ry  classes in  o rder to 
concen tra te  on  English . Even so, h e  felt overw orked  and  
u n d e rp a id , a n d  w ro te  to  the  reg en ts  in  July of 1873 asking them  
to a p p o in t h im  to a chair of E nglish  L anguage an d  L iterature 
because such  an  a p p o in tm e n t h a d  been  in tim ated  w h e n  he w as 
first h ired . W ithou t ex ten d ed  d iscussion  the  b oard  m em bers 
c rea ted  such  a chair a n d  ap p o in te d  P inkham  to fill it at a salary 
of $1600. A t long  last, English  as a m ajor subject in  the 
U niversity  h a d  a rr iv ed —th o u g h  n o t exactly sp lendid ly .

From  1873 u n til P inkham  resigned  in  1878 the  offerings in 
English  to a considerable  ex ten t reflected  his in terests and  
capabilities. O f course  he  h a d  to take account of the  faculty 's 
insistence  th a t rheto ric  (com position) be tau g h t to  all the 
u n d erc lassm en  a n d  th a t ju n io r an d  sen io r declam ations be 
superv ised . But it w as u n d o u b ted ly  d u e  to  P inkham  that 
elective courses ap p e are d  from  tim e to  tim e in  the  h isto ry  of the 
language , A nglo-Saxon, S hakespeare , Spenser, M ilton, and  
selected  A m erican  au th o rs . A ccording to  the  catalogs, the  only 
assis tan ts  he  ever h a d  w ere  C aroline H . P inkham  (w hether she 
w as a relative is n o t clear) in  1872-73, A nna  C. Bixby in  1874-75, 
a n d  W illiam  O sm o n d  (ap p o in ted  in  b o th  English a n d  G erm an) 
in  1877-78.

In  h is an n u a l rep o rt to  the  p res id en t, P inkham  frequen tly  
com plained  of h is teach ing  load , b u t G eorge Thacher, the 
p res id en t from  1871 to  1877, w as too p reoccup ied  w ith  h is fight 
w ith  G ustavus H inrichs to  pay  m uch  a tten tion  to P inkham 's 
need s. U n d e r P resid en ts  S pencer an d  Black, H in richs 's  p ro 
g ram  in  labora to ry  chem istry  a n d  physics h a d  p ro spered  
m ightily . All s tu d e n ts  w ere  requ ired  to  take tw o years of
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physical science, H inrichs w as aw ard ed  tw o  assis tan ts , a n d  the  
regen ts h ad  p rov ided  fu n d s for N o rth  H all, in  w h ich  the  w hole  
first floor w as g iven  over to  u n d e rg ra d u a te  laboratories. H in 
richs h ad  even  been  sen t east to in spec t the  laboratories in  
several of the  finest un iversities  in  o rder to  design  the  best 
possible facilities for Iow a. D esp ite  th is su ccess—or, m aybe 
because of i t—H inrichs 's  a rrogance m ade  h im  no  friends on  the  
Iow a faculty. So it w as th a t he  h a d  no  strong  su p p o rte rs  w h e n  
Thacher becam e p res id en t an d  began  to d ism an tle  H in richs 's  
program . As a zealo t for the  classical languages an d  litera tu res, 
Thacher could  see little of value in  scientific courses. In  h is 
reorgan ization  of the  curricu lum  in  1873, T hacher cu t the  
b u d g e t in  physics a n d  chem istry  severely , red u ced  the  requ ire 
m en t from  tw o years to  tw o term s (there  w ere  still th ree  term s 
in  the  school year), a n d  saw  to it th a t the  req u irem en ts  in  the  
classical an d  foreign languages an d  lite ra tu res w ere  increased . 
He th en  ad d e d  a second  sub freshm an  year for s tu d e n ts  w ith 
ou t a tta inm en ts in  Latin an d  G erm an  sufficient to  m ee t the  
adm ission  requ irem en ts. T hacher's  en th u s ia sm  for languages, 
how ever, d id  n o t ex tend  to  English. The catalog for 1877-78 
indicates th a t in  th e  tw o  sub freshm an  years s tu d e n ts  h a d  to 
take tw o courses in  English , th ree  in  G erm an , a n d  e igh t in  
Latin. In the  four-year scientific p ro g ram  th ey  h a d  to  take one 
course in  E nglish (unless one coun ts  courses in  rheto ric  an d  
elocution), a n d  n ine  courses in  F rench  a n d  G erm an; those  in  
the  philosophical p rog ram  h a d  to take tw o  courses in  E nglish 
an d  sixteen in  som e com bination  of Latin, G erm an , an d  
French; an d  those in  the  Classical p rog ram  h a d  to  take tw o  in  
English, four in  G erm an , a n d  fo u rteen  in  Latin  a n d  G reek. 
Even in  electives English  by  com parison  cam e off poorly .

The struggle  be tw een  T hacher a n d  H inrichs becam e so 
violent a n d  so public  th a t the  leg isla tu re  finally felt it necessary  
to sen d  an  investiga ting  com m ittee to  Iow a City. N e ith e r m an  
surv ived  very  long. T hacher w as fired  in  1878 for n o t be ing  able 
to control h is faculty (he w as obviously  n o t well), a n d  H inrichs 
w as fired in  the  m id-eighties for genera l obstreperousness.
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P inkham  resigned  in  June of 1878, g iving hea lth  a n d  a desire 
to e n te r u p o n  o th e r p u rsu its  as h is reasons. The University 
Reporter, th e  s tu d e n t n e w sp ap e r, gave overw ork  as the  real 
reaso n  for h is resignation :

We do not wonder at his resignation; for in our opinion 
[Pinkham] has had more work to do than one man could do, and 
do well without injury to his health. In addition to his duties as 
Professor of English Literature and Rhetoric he has had the chair 
of elocution, which of itself in this University, at least, demands 
the efforts of one man. We have often sympathized with the 
Professor w hen we saw that with his numerous essays to correct 
and rehearsals to hear, besides his regular duties, he was plainly 
overtaxed. We would take this opportunity therefore to humbly 
suggest to the honorable regents that the interests of the Univer
sity, as well as those of the professor who occupies that chair, 
dem and a division of labor in the professorship which now 
comprises English Literature, Rhetoric and Elocution.6

A s early  as 1875 th e  reg en ts  de te rm in ed  th a t the  U niversity  
sh o u ld  have  a " lady  p ro fe sso r,"  b u t it w as n o t un til 1878 tha t 
the ir search  com m ittee  cam e u p  w ith  a nom inee: Phoebe 
S udlow  of D avenpo rt, Iow a. A lth o u g h  Sudlow  h a d  no  aca
dem ic deg rees, she  w as ap p a ren tly  p rep a re d  to  teach  a num ber 
of subjects, a n d  w as ap p o in te d  to  the  chair of English Lan
guage a n d  L iteratu re  p rim arily  because  it w as the  first to 
becom e vacant. H er salary  w as set a t $1700, s ta n d a rd  for new  
p rofessors. The sam e year, G rinnell aw ard ed  h e r an  honorary  
M .A.

A s curious as h e r a p p o in tm e n t in  English seem s to  have 
been , S ud low  w as by  no  m eans u n e q u ip p e d  for the  position. 
She h a d  co llaborated  on  a book  on  language a n d  com position, 
h a d  been  p rincipal of th e  D avenpo rt T raining School for 
T eachers, a n d  in  1877 h a d  served  as p res id en t of th e  Iow a State 
T eachers ' A ssociation. W ith  no  assis tan ts  she sing le-handed ly  
h a d  to carry  the  load  in  E nglish  litera tu re , com position , rh e to 
ric, o rato ry , a n d  elocution. A s w ith  P inkham , h e r hea lth  failed, 
a n d  in  1881 she  w as forced to  resign . In  1888 she served  as

6 Issue of July 1878, p. 122.
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principal of D avenport School N o. 1, w h e re  she  h a d  as a 
s tu d e n t John  G. B ow m an, later to  be th e  n in th  p re s id e n t of the  
university .

D uring  S ud low 's  ten u re , P resid en t C hristian  W. Slagle d i
v ided  the  Collegiate D ep artm en t in to  the  School of L etters a n d  
the  School of Science, believ ing  th a t by  form alizing the  split 
b e tw een  H inrichs an d  his foes he  m igh t d efang  th em  all. (He 
d idn 't). English, of course, fell in  the  School of Letters. Sudlow  
con tinued  m ost of the  p rog ram  P inkham  h a d  s ta rted , th o u g h  
she gave g rea ter em phasis  to  com position  a n d  d ro p p e d  A m er
ican literatu re  a ltogether. W ith  th e ir s tress  o n  narra tio n , d e 
scription, an d  a rg u m en ta tio n  h e r com position  courses antici
pa ted  those of a m uch  later date . For sophom ores  she tau g h t a 
philologically o rien ted  course  th a t a tte m p te d  to  include  n o th 
ing less th an  the  orig in  a n d  g row th  of th e  language  to g e th e r 
w ith  the  "lives a n d  literary  labor of d istin g u ish ed  English

Phoebe W. Sudlow, professor of English lan
guage and literature, 1878-1881.
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a u th o rs  from  th e  earliest tim es to  the  p re se n t."  For jun io rs she 
offered a course  in  C haucer, S penser, S hakespeare , Bacon, 
M ilton, a n d  o thers , w h ich  accord ing  to  th e  catalog devo ted  
considerable  tim e to  "syn tactical analysis, a n d  to  tracing w ords 
to  th e ir o rig in  in  the  A nglo-Saxon o r o th er to n g u e s ." 7 Sudlow  
seem ed  to  have  g a ined  the  respec t of h e r colleagues on  the 
faculty  a n d  certain ly  m ain ta in ed  the  w ork  in  E nglish  a t a h igher 
level th a n  d id  h e r successor, S usan  F. Sm ith.

It is h a rd  to  see w h y  Sm ith  sh o u ld  have  been  appo in ted , 
u n less  th e  reg en ts  w a n te d  som eone w h o  could  teach  bo th  
E nglish  a n d  G erm an . She h a d  no  academ ic deg rees an d  w as 
n o t a specialist in  E nglish  litera tu re , th o u g h  she  tau g h t com 
position  w ith  ded ication . A fter g rad u a tin g  from  St. Louis H igh 
School, she took  an  ex ten d ed  trip  to E urope, stay ing  in  Italy 
long  e n o u g h  to  learn  to  speak  Italian. T hen  she  visited  Sw it
zerland , G erm any , a n d  France. W hen  she  re tu rn e d  to  M is
souri, she  accep ted  the  chair of M odern  L anguages a n d  Liter
a tu re  a t th e  P ritchett School In stitu te . T here, as a lady  of 
"g en e ro u s  cu ltu re ,"  she tau g h t n o t only  languages b u t d raw 
ing  a n d  p a in tin g  as well. D u ring  h e r  years a t Iow a (1881-1886), 
for som e reaso n  th a t e ludes  p re se n t h isto rians, she tau g h t as 
m uch  G erm an  as English. As a resu lt th e  English p rogram  
suffered , even  th o u g h  the  reg en ts  relieved  h e r of responsibility  
for e locution  by  h irin g  E dw in  H. Booth, M .A ., of Chicago as 
P rofessor of R hetoric a n d  O ratory . A side from  com position 
S m ith 's  w ork  consisted  p rim arily  of a fall-term  course in 
e ig h teen th  an d  n in e te en th  cen tu ry  w riters, a w in ter-term  
course in  s ix teen th  an d  sev en teen th  cen tu ry  w riters, an d  a 
sp ring -te rm  course  in  A nglo-Saxon an d  early  English. She 
called h e r  class sessions " re c ita tio n s"—a tipoff th a t they  w ere 
all tau g h t b y  th e  philological m eth o d . All in  all, for E nglish she 
seem s n o t to  have  been  a fo rtu n a te  ap p o in tm en t.

W h en  in  A u g u st of 1887 Sm ith  resigned  to  get m arried , the 
regen ts  declared  th a t th ey  w a n te d  E nglish to be p u sh e d  to  the 
fore in  th e  un iversity , a n d  asked  th e ir C om m ittee  on  Faculties

7 University Catalog, 1879-80, p. 21.
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and  Teaching to  find  the  best literary  ta len t available. The 
regen ts ' request h a d  the  full su p p o rt of P resid en t C harles A. 
Schaeffer, w h o  w as eager to  u p g rad e  the  un iversity  faculty 
generally . A fter in te rv iew ing  " c louds of w itn esses"  a n d  rea d 
ing piles of testim onials, the  com m ittee  recom m ended  M elville 
B. A nderson  for the  job. A n d e rso n  h a d  s tu d ied  at Pacific 
U niversity , Cornell, G o ttingen , a n d  Paris, a n d  h a d  ea rn ed  his 
Ph.D . a t Butler U niversity  in  Ind ianapo lis. H e h a d  tau g h t at 
Butler, Knox, a n d  P u rd u e , a n d  w as w idely  k n o w n  for h is 
transla tions of F rench  litera tu re , h is essays o n  Sir Francis 
Bacon, a n d  his scores of rev iew s in  the  Dial (Chicago). H e w as 
easily the  m ost d is tingu ished  p e rso n  to  be ap p o in te d  to  the  
English faculty d u rin g  the  n in e te en th  cen tury .

Shortly  after he  beg an  teach ing  a t Iow a, A n d erso n  a rg u ed  
forcefully in  the  Vidette-Reporter (Septem ber 24, 1887) for the  
d isciplinary value of s tu d y in g  English  litera tu re . S uiting  his 
action to h is w ords, he  ra ised  the  en trance  req u irem en ts  in  
English to four term s of p rep a ra tio n  above the  e lem en tary  
school level a n d  a w ell-o rgan ized  com position  on  a subject 
d raw n  from  one of a list of English  an d  A m erican  classics. H e 
expanded  the  curricu lum  to  e leven  courses, th ree  of w h ich  
w ere requ ired  of all s tu d en ts . For u n d e rc lassm en  th e re  w ere 
four courses in  com position , one invo lv ing  selected  o rations of 
E dm und  Burke, an d  a n o th e r requ iring  close s tu d y  of English  
p rose styles based  on  W illiam  M in to 's  Manual of English Prose 
Literature, a text m ade  to o rd er for the  philological system  of 
m em orization  a n d  recitation. For u p p e rc lassm en  there  w ere  
courses in  the  h isto ry  of the  language , A nglo-Saxon, M iddle 
English, an d  A m erican a n d  E nglish  litera tu re . A  " sem inary"  
for upperc lassm en  on  an  epoch  in  English  lite ra tu re  suggests  a 
break w ith  the  philological system . In  add ition , w ith in  e igh t 
w eeks of the  b eg inn ing  of the  term  every  s tu d e n t in  the  
U niversity  w as to  p re se n t to A n d erso n  a th o u sa n d -w o rd  essay  
or oration.

A lthough  A n d erso n  m ade  it clear before  m ov ing  to  Iow a th a t 
he w as n o t in te rested  in  teach ing  elocution , w h ich  he  called 
" m o u th  exercise," he  d iscovered  on  his arrival th a t P rofessor
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Booth, w h o  h a d  b een  in  charge of o rato ry  a n d  elocution, had  
b een  " b o u n c e d ,"  a n d  th a t B ooth 's  w ork  h a d  been  m ade  part of 
A n d e rso n 's  obligations. The regen ts , how ever, p rom ised  help. 
For 1887-1888, M arietta  Lay w as ob tained , a n d  for the  years 
a fte rw ard , Pauline K. Partridge , a local w om an . P artridge 's  
aw esom e responsib ilities in  teach ing  elocution  an d  in  read ing  
a n d  lis ten ing  to  o rations w ere  alleviated  w h e n  elocution w as 
taken  off th e  requ ired  list a n d  the  th o u san d -w o rd  essay or 
o ration  w as ab an d o n ed . Partridge  rem ained  on  the  staff un til 
1900 a t an  an n u a l salary  of fou r h u n d re d  dollars, a disgraceful 
figure even  for those  days. In  1890 the  b oard  increased  A n d er
so n 's  salary  to  $2000 b u t refu sed  to increase Partridge 's .

Soon, it w as generally  ag reed  th a t the  English  p rog ram  w as 
one  of the  m o st p o p u la r  on  cam pus d esp ite  the  fact tha t 
A n d e rso n  re fu sed  to  p rov ide  all the  tra in ing  in  elocution tha t 
the  s tu d e n ts  w an ted . In  1890 he  w as p e rm itted  to ad d  M artin  
W. S am pson , w h o  h a d  ea rn ed  an  A.B. a n d  an  A .M . at the 
U niversity  of C incinnati a n d  h a d  s tu d ied  for a year a t the 
U niversity  of M unich. O riginally  a p p o in ted  an  instructo r, he 
w as p ro m o ted  after a year to  an  assis tan t p ro fesso rsh ip , the 
first p e rso n  in  English  to ho ld  th a t rank . H e h e lp ed  A nderson  
especially  w ith  th e  language  courses.

A n d erso n  rem ain ed  at Iow a u n til 1891, w h e n  he left to head  
the  relatively  n e w  E nglish  faculty  a t S tanford . W hen  he  d ied  in  
1933 the  Daily Iowan p rin te d  tribu tes from  such  pe rso n s as 
W illiam  R. Boyd, C hairm an  of the  Finance C om m ittee of the 
S tate Board of E ducation , a n d  P rofessors G eorge Patrick (Phi
losophy) a n d  B enjam in F. S ham baugh  (Political Science). They 
ag reed  th a t he  w as n o t only  a fine scholar b u t a challenging 
teacher w h o  w o u ld  n o t accept s loppy  w ork  from  his s tuden ts . 
A New York Times ed itorial p ra ised  h im  particu larly  for a 
tran sla tion  of D an te 's  Divine Comedy. A n d erso n  w as the  first of 
a ra th e r considerab le  line of d istin g u ish ed  teachers an d  schol
ars ex tend ing  to  the  p re se n t w h o  tau g h t a t Iow a relatively early 
in  their careers an d  th e n  left for w ea lth ier a n d  m ore prestig ious 
in stitu tio n s  such  as Yale, P rinceton , a n d  Stanford .

 
 

http://ir.uiowa.edu/bai/vol51/iss1



D uring  1891-92 S am pson  a n d  an  acting  assis tan t p rofessor, 
N athan ie l W. S tephenson , tried  to  ho ld  A n d e rso n 's  p rog ram  
together, b u t a t the  en d  of the  year b o th  of th em  left, S tep h en 
son  because he  h a d  b een  ap p o in te d  for on ly  one  y ear a n d  
S am pson to  take over th e  E nglish  D ep a rtm en t a t Ind iana  
U niversity . The regen ts  quickly ap p o in te d  tw o  rep lacem en ts, 
E dw ard  E verett H ale, Jr., as p ro fesso r an d  A lbert E. Egge as 
instructo r. Both m en  b ro u g h t P h .D .'s , H ale from  th e  U niversity  
of Halle an d  Egge from  Johns H opk ins. M ore in te res ted  in  
com position th an  A n d erso n  h a d  been , H ale p e rsu a d e d  the  
faculty a n d  adm in is tra tion  to  ap p ro v e  a fresh m an  com position  
requ irem en t for all s tu d en ts . C onversely , h e  allow ed the  w ork  
in  E nglish a n d  A m erican  litera tu re  to  lose so m eth in g  of the  
sheen  it h a d  acquired  d u rin g  the  A n d erso n  years.

H ale p rov ided  a brief account of th e  Iow a p ro g ram  in  a little 
volum e en titled  English in American Universities, p u b lish ed  in  
1895. The book con ta ined  descrip tions of the  w ork  in  E nglish  a t 
tw en ty  of the  lead ing  un iversities. By com parison  w ith  A n d e r
so n 's  account of the  S tanford  p rog ram  an d  S am p so n 's  of the  
one at Ind iana , H ale 's  essay  w as un im pressive , even  apo lo
getic. H e m ain ta ined  th a t w ith  250 s tu d e n ts  reg iste red  in  
English classes an d  on ly  one p ro fesso r an d  one  in stru c to r to 
teach  them , the  coat h a d  to be cu t to  th e  clo th  available. Iow a 
could offer only  e igh t courses, fou r requ ired  a n d  four elective. 
The requ ired  courses w ere  chiefly in  rheto ric  (com position), 
and  even  the  basic litera tu re  courses w ere  tau g h t w ith  "a  
rhetorical flavor."  The m ain  litera tu re  courses w ere  su rveys of 
English poe try  an d  of English  p rose  tau g h t w ith  the  he lp  of 
"P rofessor M in to 's  adm irab le  m a n u a l." 8 It w as a p ity , H ale 
concluded , th a t Iow a could  do  no  m ore th a n  it d id . O bviously  
A nderson  w as m issed.

8 Edward E. H ale, Jr., "The U niversity of Iow a," English in American 
Universities (Boston: D .C . H eath, 1895), pp. 83-91. Interestingly, in h is brief 
description of the Indiana program, Martin Sam pson said that h is students  
w ere not as w illing to study style and d evelop  their latent feeling as w ere the  
students he had taught at Iowa. (Ibid., p. 97),
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W h en  H ale  left in  1895 to  becom e P rofessor of R hetoric and  
Logic a t U n ion  college in  N ew  York, the  regen ts  appo in ted  
G eorge W. W auchope, P h .D ., as chair. W auchope h ad  tau g h t 
a t W ash in g to n  an d  Jefferson College, w as a specialist in  the 
w ork  of T hom as De Q uincy , a n d  co n tin u ed  the  em phasis  on 
English  p ro se  style a n d  th e  u se  of the  M into  m anual. Because 
the  size of the  s tu d e n t b o d y  w as increasing , W auchope w as 
able to  bu ild  the  largest English  staff yet. To Egge, he  add ed  
S.E. Irv ing, M .A ., w h o  stayed  for one year; H arry  E. Kelly, 
w h o  s tayed  for th ree; a n d  G eorge C ram  C ook, w h o  stayed  for 
four. By far th e  m o st in te restin g  of the  g ro u p , Cook after 
leav ing  Iow a becam e k n o w n  as a poe t, novelist, an d  p lay
w righ t. H e ex p erim en ted  w ith  truck-farm ing , fo rm ed  the  Prov
ince tow n  Players, a n d  e n d e d  u p  as a sh e p h e rd  in  Greece, 
w h ere , m u ch  acclaim ed, he  d ied .

It canno t be said  th a t th ere  w as any  dram atic  expansion  in 
th e  w ork  for u n d e rg ra d u a te s  d u rin g  W auchope 's  tenu re , b u t 
the  first p u re ly  g rad u a te  courses ap p eared  in  the  catalog then , 
one in  A nglo-Saxon an d  a n o th e r  in  G othic an d  O ld  Saxon. 
W au ch o p e 's  chief con tribu tion , how ever, m ay  have been  in 
estab lish ing  th e  p rincip le  th a t English  has th ree  relatively equal 
obligations: to  p rov ide  th e  s tu d e n ts  w ith  a m eans of com m u
n ication , a litera tu re , a n d  a language  (com position, literature, 
a n d  philo logy). S im ple-m inded  as th is m ay  so u n d , it had  
considerable  m erit in  th a t it ten d e d  to  d iscourage fu tu re  staffs 
from  skew ing  th e  em p h ases  in  th e  d irection  of their ow n 
in terests.

W auchope left in  D ecem ber 1897 a n d  w as follow ed in 
January  by  W illiam  P. R eeves, w h o  cam e w ith  a doctorate from  
Johns H opk ins  a n d  tw o  years teach ing  experience at U nion 
College. D uring  h is ten u re  the  faculty  ag ita ted  successfully for 
a change in  the  basic nom enclatu re . Iow a w as th e  last m ajor 
un iversity , th ey  co n ten d ed , to  u se  the  term s " d e p a r tm e n t"  an d  
"ch a ir"  ra th e r  th a n  "college" an d  " d e p a r tm e n t."  In  1900 the 
regen ts  ag reed , a n d  so the  "C ollegiate D ep artm en t"  becam e 
the  "C ollege of Liberal A rts"  a n d  the  "C hair of English 
L anguage a n d  L ite ra tu re"  becam e the  "D ep a rtm en t of E n
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g lish ."  In  1899 tw o  im p o rtan t ad d itio n s  w ere  m ade  to  the  staff: 
C larke F isher A nsley  w as ap p o in te d  p ro fesso r, a n d  Sam  
Berkley Sloan instructo r. Both m en  m oved  to  Iow a from  the  
U niversity  of N ebraska, from  w h ich  th ey  h a d  received  their 
bachelo r's  degrees. W hen  Reeves res igned  in  1900, A nsley  
becam e h ead  of the  dep artm en t; he  rem ain ed  in  th a t position  
un til 1917. U ltim ately  h e  becam e editor-in-ch ief of C olum bia 
U niversity  P ress a n d  of th e  Columbia Encyclopedia. Sloan s tayed  
at Iow a un til he  d ied  in  1967, be ing  rem em b ered  as a dram atic  
teacher a n d  som eth ing  of a cam pus "ch a rac te r."  H e tau g h t a 
course on  th e  English  novel th a t a ttrac ted  h u n d re d s  of s tu 
dents.

The ties b e tw een  English  an d  speech  in struction , w h ich  for 
years h a d  been  w eaken ing , w ere  finally b ro k en  w h e n  in  1900 
the  regen ts  a p p o in ted  Rev. H en ry  E. G ordon  from  A m h erst as 
head  of a new  D ep artm en t of Public Speaking.

M ajor changes do  n o t u sually  coincide nea tly  w ith  m ajor 
dates on  the  calendar. But im p o rtan t even ts  in  th e  h isto ry  of 
the  English d e p a rtm en t d id  c luster a ro u n d  th e  y ear 1900. As 
a lready  ind ica ted , E nglish  becam e a d e p a rtm e n t in  th a t year. 
The year also m arked  th e  b eg inn ing  of g rea ter stability  in  staff 
an d  curricu lum  because after 1900 d e p a rtm e n t h e ad s  stayed  in 
office longer; from  1900 to  1976 th ere  w ere  only  four. W ith  the  
strong  backing of P residen t G eorge M acLean, the  d e p a rtm e n t 
at the  tu rn  of the  cen tu ry  o p en ed  u p  sufficient g rad u a te  courses 
to allow  s tu d en ts  to  w ork  for g rad u a te  degrees. R esearch 
becam e a p rim e concern  of the  faculty , a n d  philo logy  beg an  
giving w ay  to  an  em phasis  o n  literary  h istory . In  sho rt, th e  new  
cen tury  b ro u g h t w ith  it n ew  in te rests  an d  a n ew  stability  in  
English.

A nd  w h a t of th a t old nem esis, th e  Classics faculty? A  few  
figures will show  th a t th e ir in fluence h a d  n o t d isap p ea red  b u t 
th a t it w as slipp ing . In  1900 G reek  h a d  tw o  professors; Latin  
one professor, one assis tan t p ro fesso r an d  tw o  instructo rs; 
English one p rofessor, one  a ssis tan t p ro fesso r a n d  four in stru c 
tors. The catalog a n n o u n ced  tw elve courses in  G reek, tw en ty- 
tw o in  Latin, an d  tw en ty -fou r in  English. U nderc lassm en
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electing the  C lassical p rog ram  h a d  to  take fifteen h o u rs  of 
G reek, tw elve of Latin, a n d  tw elve of English; those  electing 
one  of the  tw o  P h ilosophical p rog ram s h ad  to take tw elve to 
tw en ty -sev en  of L atin  (d ep en d in g  u p o n  w h e th e r  th ey  substi
tu te d  F rench  or G erm an  in  th e ir sophom ore  year), an d  tw elve 
of English; a n d  those  electing the  Science p rogram  h ad  to take 
fifteen h o u rs  of L atin  u n less  th ey  su b s titu ted  a m o d ern  lan 
guage, a n d  tw elve of English. E ven in  the  requ irem en ts, 
therefo re , English  w as gain ing  albeit ra th e r  slow ly. O ne th ing  
w as certain: those  in  Classics could  no  longer ho ld  d ow n  the 
g row ing  d e m a n d  for English.
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	English at Iowa in the Nineteenth Century
	JOHN C. GERBER
	Although The University of Iowa opened its doors in 1855, it was 1873 before its faculty included a professor of English and 1900 before there was a formal department of English. This slow emergence of English as a major subject was not a phenomenon peculiar to Iowa. English was a late bloomer in almost all American colleges and universities. Two forces held it back. One was the feeling, promoted especially by the teachers of Latin and Greek, that the English language as well as its literature was too famil
	1 For a detailed study of this topic, see Gerald Graff, Professing Literature, An Institutional History (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987), Chapter 2.
	tics), which according to the testimony of their students made the subject insufferably dull. Classes consisted of endless recitations on assigned texts—the form of the words, their meaning, syntax, and etymology. The classicists were convinced that daily drills of this nature disciplined the minds of undergraduates and in some wondrous fashion liberated them. The classicists, moreover, were determined to keep the study of any other language and literature out of the curriculum unless it could be proved to
	recommended was the usual philological one, recitations on linguistic minutiae, he did add writing assignments resting on questions without simple, certain answers. He was one of the first, therefore, to couple composition with the teaching of literature. March was tremendously influential, and was probably more responsible than any other one person for getting English into college curricula. March may also have been the first professor of English in the country. In 1857 Lafayette College appointed him (th
	2 For a discussion of the pioneers in the teaching of English, see Phyllis Franklin, "English Studies: The World of Scholarship in 1883," PMLA 99
	In summary, when Iowa opened its doors in 1855, English had not yet become a major subject in American colleges and universities. Iowa's first faculty almost perfectly mirrored the national pecking order: a professor of ancient languages, a teacher of modern languages, and no one at all in English. The following account, therefore, should be read not as the story of Iowa's attempt to play catch-up in the teaching of English but as a fairly representative example of what was happening at the time in most Ame
	only three or four trips to the Iowa campus. But his appointment was by no means a disaster, for in that short time he assembled a small but capable faculty, devised a balanced and innovative curriculum, and worked with the famous educator Horace Mann in creating a unified system for the state's schools. He never, however, could overcome the incompetence of the trustees or persuade the legislature to provide the funds the university needed.
	At the end of every semester each student was expected to deliver a public oration or a reading of an original composition. Topics for these exercises varied widely, as a few examples will show: "Conquest of Thought," "Eloquence of Logic," "Death," "Pickwick," "Blessings Brighten As They Take Their Flight," and, doubtless by some early feminist, "Meddling and Gossiping among Men."
	Methodist minister before coming to the university. Spencer named the university proper the "Collegiate Department," eliminated the semi-independence of its departments, and changed the school year from two to three terms. Also, he tried to eliminate the Preparatory Department on the grounds that such elementary work did not befit a university, but he immediately reinstated it when the members of his faculty complained that not half of the entering freshmen were capable of college work—hardly a surprising c
	which time all students were required to be present. Moreover, all students were expected to take part each week in "vocal gymnastics" (elocution) under the eye of the professor of their department. In addition, about half of the students belonged to literary societies whose weekly meetings stressed orations, debates, and the reading of original compositions.
	certain aptness because often there was only one person in the field, certainly only one professor.)
	4 University Catalog, 1868-69, p. 34.
	these claims, even when the language is viewed merely as a means of culture, have been too much overlooked by educators, whereas if the position be taken that the question of training in this or that is to be settled at all times in view of the practical benefit to be derived therefrom, what can exceed in practical importance the organ of one's daily thought whose reaction on the thoughts which it expresses is constant?5
	5 Report of the Board of Trustees, Legislative Documents of the Thirteenth General Assembly, 1870, vol. 1, 23.
	Gilbert L. Pinkham, first instructor of English language and literature.
	Div
	shoulder the expanded work in English by himself. Fortunately, he was a vigorous and capable man. Born in Village Creek in Allamakee County, he had attended school there and had served as the principal of a private academy before moving to Iowa City to earn a bachelor's degree at the University. After receiving the B.A., he taught full-time for one year. When he took leave in 1870-71 to work on a master's degree, George T. Keller, M.A., taught his classes. On Pinkham's return to the faculty he was relieved
	physical science, Hinrichs was awarded two assistants, and the regents had provided funds for North Hall, in which the whole first floor was given over to undergraduate laboratories. Hinrichs had even been sent east to inspect the laboratories in several of the finest universities in order to design the best possible facilities for Iowa. Despite this success—or, maybe because of it—Hinrichs's arrogance made him no friends on the Iowa faculty. So it was that he had no strong supporters when Thacher became p
	Pinkham resigned in June of 1878, giving health and a desire to enter upon other pursuits as his reasons. The University Reporter, the student newspaper, gave overwork as the real reason for his resignation:
	6 Issue of July 1878, p. 122.
	principal of Davenport School No. 1, where she had as a student John G. Bowman, later to be the ninth president of the university.
	Phoebe W. Sudlow, professor of English language and literature, 1878-1881.
	Div
	authors from the earliest times to the present." For juniors she offered a course in Chaucer, Spenser, Shakespeare, Bacon, Milton, and others, which according to the catalog devoted considerable time to "syntactical analysis, and to tracing words to their origin in the Anglo-Saxon or other tongues."7 Sudlow seemed to have gained the respect of her colleagues on the faculty and certainly maintained the work in English at a higher level than did her successor, Susan F. Smith.
	7 University Catalog, 1879-80, p. 21.
	and Teaching to find the best literary talent available. The regents' request had the full support of President Charles A. Schaeffer, who was eager to upgrade the university faculty generally. After interviewing "clouds of witnesses" and reading piles of testimonials, the committee recommended Melville B. Anderson for the job. Anderson had studied at Pacific University, Cornell, Gottingen, and Paris, and had earned his Ph.D. at Butler University in Indianapolis. He had taught at Butler, Knox, and Purdue, a
	Booth, who had been in charge of oratory and elocution, had been "bounced," and that Booth's work had been made part of Anderson's obligations. The regents, however, promised help. For 1887-1888, Marietta Lay was obtained, and for the years afterward, Pauline K. Partridge, a local woman. Partridge's awesome responsibilities in teaching elocution and in reading and listening to orations were alleviated when elocution was taken off the required list and the thousand-word essay or oration was abandoned. Partri
	During 1891-92 Sampson and an acting assistant professor, Nathaniel W. Stephenson, tried to hold Anderson's program together, but at the end of the year both of them left, Stephenson because he had been appointed for only one year and Sampson to take over the English Department at Indiana University. The regents quickly appointed two replacements, Edward Everett Hale, Jr., as professor and Albert E. Egge as instructor. Both men brought Ph.D.'s, Hale from the University of Halle and Egge from Johns Hopkins.
	8 Edward E. Hale, Jr., "The University of Iowa," English in American Universities (Boston: D.C. Heath, 1895), pp. 83-91. Interestingly, in his brief description of the Indiana program, Martin Sampson said that his students were not as willing to study style and develop their latent feeling as were the students he had taught at Iowa. (Ibid., p. 97),
	When Hale left in 1895 to become Professor of Rhetoric and Logic at Union college in New York, the regents appointed George W. Wauchope, Ph.D., as chair. Wauchope had taught at Washington and Jefferson College, was a specialist in the work of Thomas De Quincy, and continued the emphasis on English prose style and the use of the Minto manual. Because the size of the student body was increasing, Wauchope was able to build the largest English staff yet. To Egge, he added S.E. Irving, M.A., who stayed for one y
	glish." In 1899 two important additions were made to the staff: Clarke Fisher Ansley was appointed professor, and Sam Berkley Sloan instructor. Both men moved to Iowa from the University of Nebraska, from which they had received their bachelor's degrees. When Reeves resigned in 1900, Ansley became head of the department; he remained in that position until 1917. Ultimately he became editor-in-chief of Columbia University Press and of the Columbia Encyclopedia. Sloan stayed at Iowa until he died in 1967, bein
	electing the Classical program had to take fifteen hours of Greek, twelve of Latin, and twelve of English; those electing one of the two Philosophical programs had to take twelve to twenty-seven of Latin (depending upon whether they substituted French or German in their sophomore year), and twelve of English; and those electing the Science program had to take fifteen hours of Latin unless they substituted a modern language, and twelve of English. Even in the requirements, therefore, English was gaining al




