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T h e  S la v ic  C o lle c tio n  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
Io w a

T A T JA N A  L O R K O V IC
R ussian  language  s tud ies  a t The U niversity  of Iow a appeared  

d u rin g  th e  1944-1945 school year u n d e r  the  auspices of the 
D ep a rtm en t of R om ance L anguages. The course w as d ropped  
for a tim e, b u t rea p p e a re d  for the  1947-1948 term  as a one-year 
course. The p rog ram  ex p an d ed  in  1953 to a tw o-year course, 
u n d e r  the  d irection  of P rofessor A lexandre A spel.

The D ep a rtm en t of R ussian  w ith in  the  College of Liberal Arts 
w as estab lished  u n d e r  the  lead ersh ip  of P rofessor M ax O p p e n ­
heim er, Jr., in  1961. From  th a t po in t, R ussian  language and  
litera tu re  s tud ies  w ere  firm ly estab lished  at The U niversity  of 
Iow a. The u n d e rg ra d u a te  m ajor in  R ussian  w as created  in  1962 
an d , in  1965, fo llow ing w id esp read  a n d  g row ing  in terest in 
R ussian  s tud ies , the  M aster of A rts degree  w as estab lished .

The teach ing  of R ussian  an d  Soviet h isto ry  a n d  political 
science courses a t The U niversity  of Iow a is longstand ing . 
R ussian  h isto ry  courses have  been  a p a rt of the  departm en ta l 
offerings since 1943 a n d  th e  D ep artm en t of Political Science has 
offered courses in  R ussian  a n d  Soviet foreign relations and  
g o v ern m en t since 1949.

The Slavic collection of the  U niversity  L ibraries w as begun  as 
a su p p o rt to  the  es tab lishm en t of th e  R ussian  D epartm en t and  
to  the  teach ing  of R ussian  a n d  Soviet h isto ry  a n d  political 
science. H elene  Scriabine, the  p io n eer an d  p rom o te r of Russian 
s tud ies  a t The U niversity  of Iow a, has vividly described her 
first visit to  the  Library, w h ere  th ere  w ere  no  R ussian  books on 
the  sh e lv es .1 She becam e concerned  because she could not 
im agine be ing  a successfu l teacher w ith o u t a collection of

1 H elene Scriabine taught Russian language and literature at The University 
of Iowa in the 1960s and 1970s. She is m ost fam ous for her m em oirs, Siege and 
Survival: The Odyssey of a Leningrader (1973), After Leningrad: From the Caucasus 
to the Rhine, August 9, 1942-March 25, 1945: A Diary of Survival During World 
War II (1978), The Allies on the Rhine, 1945-1950 (1980), and Coming of Age in the 
Russian Revolution: The Soviet Union at War (1985).
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R ussian  m aterials in  the  L ibrary to  su p p o rt h e r  teach ing . She 
visited  the  th en  h ead  of th e  acquisitions d e p a rtm en t, the  late 
Frank H anlin , a n d  asked  h im  for he lp . M r. H an lin , an  o u t­
stand ing  bookm an, u n d e rs to o d  H elene  Scriab ine's concerns 
an d  offered he r full library  su p p o rt. In  search  of R ussian  books, 
H elene Scriabine found  a R ussian  language  a n d  litera tu re  
collection for sale a t a R ussian  an tiq u arian  book  sto re  in  N ew  
York. The an tiq u arian 's  nam e w as V asil'ev, b u t the  store  does 
n o t exist any  m ore. F rank H an lin  ag reed  to  bu y  the  collection of 
approxim ately  5000 volum es, a n d  th a t g a th e rin g  becam e the  
base of the  Slavic collection a t The U niversity  of Iow a. In  the 
fiscal year 1964-1965 H an lin  estab lished  the  first regu lar R us­
sian line w ith in  the  U niversity  L ibraries' acquisitions b udget. 
Funds allocated to the  Slavic collection fluc tuated  th ro u g h  the  
years reflecting the  U n iversity 's  u p s  a n d  dow ns. The average 
yearly expend itu res for the  years 1964 th ro u g h  1978 w ere  
$8,543, an d  for the  years 1979 th ro u g h  1988 expend itu res  
averaged  $10,564.

The first Slavic librarian , M r. Vasyl L uchkiw , jo ined  the  
Library staff on  July 1, 1962. M r. Luchkiw  w as U krain ian  in  
background  an d  d u rin g  his ten u re  th e  L ibrary experienced  a 
m odest g row th  of U kran iana  in  its collections, in  ad d itio n  to 
the steady  acquisitions an d  p rocessing  of R ussian  m aterials. 
M r. Luchkiw  left The U niversity  of Iow a Libraries in  O ctober of 
1966.

I w as the  next Slavic librarian , a p p o in ted  o n  January  1, 1968. 
A lthough  I w as h ired  as a Slavic cataloger w ith in  the  cataloging 
departm en t, I also served  as an  area s tud ies  specialist. M y 
responsibilities w ere  to  select m aterials for th e  Slavic collection, 
to prov ide a full reference service in  m y area of expertise , an d  
to process all book a n d  non-book  m ateria ls p e rta in in g  to  Slavic 
area stud ies, w ith  the  exception of serials. The only  he lp  th a t I 
could coun t on  w as from  s tu d e n ts  w h o  he ld  part-tim e  jobs in  
the  Library. W e tra ined  the  s tu d e n ts  to app ly  th e ir know ledge 
of Slavic languages to the  d ifferen t parap ro fessiona l activities in  
technical services. By learn ing  ho w  to u se  Slavic library  re ­
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sources all of th ese  s tu d e n ts  increased  their skills a n d  som e of 
th em  even  deve lo p ed  an  in te res t in  lib rarianship .

Because th e  em p h asis  in  teach ing  at The U niversity  of Iowa 
w as on  R ussian  language  an d  litera tu re  an d  R ussian  a n d  Soviet 
social sciences, I h a d  to  lim it m y  collection d eve lopm en t efforts 
to  these  areas. I believed , how ever, th a t a good  R ussian  and  
Soviet collection h a d  to  be su rro u n d e d  by  adequate  collections 
of re la ted  Slavic m aterials. M odestly  an d  slow ly, w ith in  the 
constra in ts  of th e  R ussian  b u d g e t allocations, w e collected basic 
m ateria ls in  O ld  C hurch  Slavonic, Polish, C zech, Serbo- 
C roatian , a n d  o th e r Slavic languages. T h ro u g h o u t the  years a 
b ro ad e r Slavic collection h as  g row n  a ro u n d  its R ussian  core. 
W e w ere  also able to bu ild  a strong  Slavic reference collection.

In  the  S pring  of 1989 w e cond u c ted  a shelf list coun t of the 
Slavic collections a t The U niversity  of Iow a Libraries app ly ing  a 
techn ique  u se d  a t the  U niversity  of California a t Berkeley.2 The 
p rocess involves u s in g  th e  L ibrary of C ongress classification 
schedu les. T hese schedu les g ro u p  all of h u m an  know ledge in to  
categories a long  w ith  a lphanum eric  sym bols, such  as PG2001- 
3987 for R ussian  language  a n d  litera tu re . A n inven to ry  w as 
com piled  of all th e  possib le classes an d  subclasses in  the 
schedu les invo lv ing  th e  Slavic w orld . This inven to ry  w as then  
com pared  to  the  " shelf lis t,"  a catalog of books in  the  o rder in 
w h ich  th ey  s tan d  on  the  shelves accord ing  to  the  Library of 
C ongress classsification schedu les. The resu lt w as a coun t of 
the  titles of books abou t the  Soviet U nion  an d  E astern  Europe 
in  all languages. T hese coun ts  w ere  possib le in  those parts of 
the  L ibrary of C ongress classification w h ich  len t them selves to 
the  area app roach , nam ely  to  those  classes an d  subclasses 
w h ich  are a rran g ed  by  co u n try  a n d  language. The count resu lt 
is an  approx im ate  n u m b er of titles o w n ed  by  The U niversity of 
Iow a Libraries.

A s of 1989, the  Slavic area  s tud ies  collection w as rep resen ted  
by  39,924 titles. The U niversity  of Iow a Libraries ow ned  14,451

2 LeRoy D . O rtopan, Analysis of Slavic and East European materials at the 
University of California, Berkeley (Berkeley: General Library, University of 
California, 1984)

 
 

http://ir.uiowa.edu/bai/vol51/iss1



[65]

titles in  R ussian  language a n d  litera tu re , a long  w ith  3,759 titles 
in  o ther Slavic an d  East E u ropean  languages an d  litera tu res. 
The overall R ussian  an d  Slavic languages a n d  lite ra tu res col­
lection con ta ined  18,210 titles, or 46% of th e  to ta l co u n t in  the  
Slavic area  stud ies collection. F u rtherm ore , w ith in  th e  R ussian  
an d  Slavic languages a n d  litera tu re  collection w e co u n ted  titles 
w ritten  in  vernacu lar languages a n d  o th ers  w ritten  in  W estern  
E uropean  languages. W e fo u n d  th e  fo llow ing ratio: O f 18,210 
titles in  the  collection, 5,883 w ere  w ritten  in  W estern  E u ropean  
languages, or 32% of th e  total. The rem ain in g  12,327 titles in  
Slavic vernacu lar languages, o r 68% of th e  to tal languages a n d  
literature collection, a ttest to the  s tren g th  of the  Slavic language 
m aterials collection a t The U niversity  of Iow a. The R ussian , 
Soviet an d  o th er Slavic an d  E astern  E u ro p ean  h isto ry  ho ld ings 
w ere rep re sen ted  by  11,226 titles, for 28% of the  to tal count.

The Library h a d  346 cu rren t serials subscrip tions in  Slavic 
and  East E uropean  languages, of w h ich  240 titles w ere  in  
R ussian  or w ere  tran sla ted  in to  English  from  R ussian . The 
G overnm ent Publications lib rarians rep o rted  th a t th ey  he ld  
approxim ately  3,000 titles p e rta in in g  to  the  Soviet U n ion  a n d  
E astern  Europe. The largest g roup  of m ateria ls n o t rep re sen te d  
in  the  L ibrary of C ongress classification can be fo u n d  on  
m icrofilm , m icrofiche, a n d  m icrocards. T hese ho ld ings w ere 
p laced at 10,000 titles. By ad d in g  all of these  categories th e  
approxim ate coun t of Slavic area  titles a t The U niversity  of Iow a 
Libraries w as p laced a t 54,470 titles.

Today, the  collection can  su p p o rt th e  cu rren t teach ing  of 
R ussian litera tu re , language, a n d  folklore a t th e  B achelor's an d  
M aster's  degree  levels, as w ell as g rad u a te  s tu d y  in  Soviet 
h istory , political science, a n d  com parative litera tu re .
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