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T h e  I n d i c a t o r

This number marks the appearance of a new column, named
for a popular printer's mark shown above. Leigh H unt used the 
indicator mark, also called a fist, hand director, or index to sign 
his column in the Examiner and later chose the Indicator as the 
title for his new journal that ran from October 1819 through 
March 1821. In its epigraph, H unt explained that the African 
indicator bird, when looking for honey, would issue "a cheer
ful cry'' to indicate sweets to its followers. The editors hope 
that this column will serve a similar purpose. The Indicator will 
be used to direct special attention to various topics, including 
forthcoming programs and speakers, exhibitions, and news of 
selected acquisitions.

The twenty-third annual spring dinner of the Friends will be
held at the Highlander Inn and Supper Club on Friday evening, 
April 10, 1987. The speaker will be Don E. Fehrenbacher, 
William Robertson Coe Professor of History and American 
Studies Emeritus, Stanford University. Professor Fehrenbacher 
is no stranger to Iowa. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Cornell College in 1946 and was an assistant professor at 
Coe College from 1949 to 1953. The author of many books and 
the recipient of numerous awards, Professor Fehrenbacher is 
perhaps most famous for his book The Dred Scott Case: Its 
Significance in American Law and Politics, which won the Pulitzer 
Prize in history in 1979.

James Norman Hall, the bicentennial of the U.S. Constitu
tion, and the Rubáiyát of Omar Khayyám will be the subjects of 
exhibitions in the Special Collections Department in 1987. This 
year marks the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of Iowa 
author James Norman Hall (1887-1951), a native of Colfax who 
is most famous for M utiny on the Bounty. Books and m anu
scripts by Hall will be on view. To celebrate the bicentennial of 
the Constitution, books in the department that touch on the 
laws and principles of the United States will be presented to the
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public. Finally, late in 1987 editions of the Rubáiyát by the 
Persian scientist and poet will be on exhibit.

During the fall of 1986, The University of Iowa Libraries
received a variety of gifts, ranging from the fifteenth through 
the twentieth centuries, which significantly enhance its re
sources for the study of early printing, English and American 
literature, and Iowa authors.

Charlotte Smith has given a handsome copy of Werner 
Rolewinck's Fasciculus Temporum (1490), a popular illustrated 
world chronicle, which reveals the contemporary status of 
knowledge and notions of history and chronology in Germany, 
the Low Countries, and France. The woodcuts are vividly hand 
colored in red, green, and yellow.

Leola and Gustav Bergmann have donated a group of 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century editions of works by 
Ovid, Virgil, and Caesar, in original bindings, that Professor 
Bergmann purchased during his student days in Europe. Also
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included  are a m o n u m en ta l Corpus Juris Civilis (1652) a n d  a 
m inutely  a n n o ta ted  N orse  law  tex t (1768).

R uth  G an n e tt has p re se n ted  an  extensive collection of O m ar 
Khayyám 's  Rubáiyát com prising  140 vo lum es, w ith  tran sc rip 
tions of the  Persian  sources a n d  ren d e rin g s  by  several tran sla 
tors in to  English, F rench , S pan ish , a n d  G erm an. The collection 
w as form ed by  the  late  W right K. G an n e tt, a m echanical 
eng ineer w hose  recreational in te rests  in  m athem atics a n d  as
tronom y m ay  have been  partly  responsib le  for h is a ttrac tion  to 
the w orks of O m ar, the  as tronom er-poe t of N aish ap u r.

W hen  M oses Eskolsky read  The Quest for Corvo, h e  becam e an  
avid collector of w ritings by  an d  abou t F rederick  Rolfe, w ho  
created  h im self Baron C orvo to  fit one of h is several ca ree rs— 
novelist, journalist, inven to r, p h o to g rap h e r, p a in te r—a n d  d e 
veloped  aliases an d  personalities for each. Rolfe h as  been  
described as an  eccentric gen iu s  w ith  a "co n to rtu p lica te"  
personality  w h o  w ro te  incong ruous m asterp ieces. The h ig h 
light of the  Eskolsky collection is Tarcissus: The Boy Martyr of 
Rome (1880), Rolfe's earliest su rv iv ing  p u b lish ed  w ork . Also 
included  are 34 ed itions an d  p rin tin g s  of C orvo 's w orks, from  
Stories Toto Told Me (1898) to  lim ited  ed itions of C orvo 's letters,
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issu ed  p o sth u m o u sly . This gift from  Iryne B. Patt an d  David 
P att, he irs  of M oses Eskolsky, nea tly  com plem en ts the  library 's 
C orvine in te rests , p rev iously  d iscussed  by  C larence A. 
A n d rew s in  tw o issues of Books at Iowa (nos. 1 an d  45).

A  collector's devo tion  to  a prolific p seu d o n y m o u s au th o r has 
resu lted  in  an  im p o rtan t ad d itio n  to  the  lib rary 's  substan tia l 
g a th e rin g  of w orks by  M ildred  W irt Benson, w riting  u n d e r 
''C a ro ly n  K eene" an d  at least ten  o th er nam es. G eoffrey Lapin 
has p re se n ted , for the  Iow a A u th o rs  Collection, 59 titles 
constitu ting  early  ed itions a n d  w orks w ith  varian t texts, m any 
in  scarce d u s t jackets. B enson is the  au th o r of m ore th an  one 
h u n d re d  books, m o st fea tu ring  teenage heroes, w ritten  u n d e r 
con tract w ith  the  S tra tem eyer Syndicate. L ap in 's  s tu d y  of the 
b ibliographical com plexities in  these  w orks is a valuable com 
p lem en t to  h is gift of the  books them selves.
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