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diately became intoxicated and returned to his old habits of
dissipation. His wife did not seem to have any more influ-
ence over him; the efforts of the Christian men and women
were unavailing. Nothing could be done to induce himito
return to his duty and stop drinking. He soon disposed of
the property he had accumulated, and buying a California
outfit, started with his wife for the Golden State.

. When they arrived at Salt Lake City, his wife found some
relatives who prevailed upon her to remain and not contin-
ue the journey, as his habkits were so bad he would be un-
able to do anything in California, and she would be leftides-
titute if she continued with him, Perry managed by some
means to get to, California, and soon settled in some new
town, but did not succeed in his profession, being too nearly ¢
used up. He was found dead one morning in an alley where
he had fallen sometime during the night. Strangets bur-
ied him not knowing him only as a straggler and an out-
cast. This is the unfortunate end of one who could have
been a useful member of society if it had not been for his
dissipations. His is not the only case of the. early pioneers
of Towa. A great many became addicted to the use of intox-
icating drinks. Among them are to be found lawyers, politi-
cians, and business men of every class, and nearly every
town has its examples.

e

Y
THE PIONEERS OF OEDAR OOUNTY.

WE find the following account of a recent pleasant
gathermg of the Old Settlers of Cedar county,
published in the “Cedar Post and "Tipton Advertiser —two
excellent weekly journals, which, though constantly warring
with each other, agree in the importance of filing for binding
in the Historical Rooms, copies of their respective issues—
an example which we wish were more generally followed by
their contemporaries in Towa :—
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At a meeting of the old settlers of Cedar county, held
pursuant to notice, on Wednesday, September 4th, 1872, at
the court house in Tipton, William'Baker, Esq., was called
to the chair, and William H. Tuthill designated as secretary:
The committee appointed at a previous meeting to prepare
a Constitution for the Association, reported the following:

‘WxEREAS, By the blessings of a kind Providence, we, the
_suryiving pioneers in the settlement of Cedar county, whose
lives have been graciously prolonged through the privations
and toils of the past, to enjoy the prosperity and peace of the
present; being admonished by the onward course of time
that our number is gradually diminishing, and that in a few
ghort years we will also be called away from the scenes of

\ our struggles and triumphs; believing that it would be in-
structive and beneficial to the rising . generation to preserve
the historic incidents of that early settlement of our county,
that has so steadily and vigorously grown and culminated
in such wide-spread and universal prosperity; and feeling
that the cherished memories of the past are links that bind
us together in fraternal communion,—do now organize our-
gelves as a Pioneer Association, and make, ordain, and
establish the following Constitution :—

ARTICLE I.—NAME.

This organization shall be known by the name and style
of the OLp SETTLERS AssociATION oF CEDAR COUNTY.

ARTICLE II.—OFFICERS.

The officers shall consist of a President, six Vice Presi-
dents, Secretary and Treasurer.

ARTICLE III.—DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

Secrron 1. The President shall preside at the meetings
of the Association, and shall have power to call special
meetings whenever necessary, or when requested to do so
by the Executive Committee.

Sec. 2. In case of the absence or inability of the Presi-

 dent, the senior Vice President shall perform his duties.
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Sec. 8. The Secretary shall make a faithful record of
all the proceedings of the Association, and keep a register
called the “Pioneer Record,” in which shall be entered the
names, date of birth, place of nativity, time of settlement
in the county, and date and place of death of each member,
when such death shall occur.

SEc. 4. The Treasurer shall have charge of the finances
and render an account thereof at the expiratiou of his term,
of office.

SEc. 5. The officers shall be elected annually, and shall
hold their respective offices for the term of one year, or
until the next ensuing annual meeting. The election shall
be by ballot, unless otherwise agreed upon.

ARTICLE IV.—COMMITTEES.

Smc. 1. At each annual meeting the President-elect
shall appoint an Executive Committee, to consist of five
members, whose duty it shall be to make all the necessary
arrangements for the next ensuing Annual Festival.

SEc. 2. The President, at the same time, shall appoint
a committee of three members, to select a suitable person
to deliver an address at the next succeeding annual meeting.

ARTICLE V.—MEMBERS.

SEc. 1. All persons of good moral character, who were
residents of Cedar county on or before the 31st day of De-
cember, 1841, and the wives or husbands of such persons,
are eligible to membership.

Sec. 2. The names of persons proposed for membership
shall be handed in, in writing, and referred to a committee
for examination, who shall report at the same meeting, and
if such report be favorable, the application shall be voted
upon by the Association, and the applicant shall be declared
elected if two-thirds of the members present shall vote in
the affirmative.

SEc. 3. Pioneer settlers in other parts of the state, and
persons whose names may be connected with the early his-
tory of the county, may be elected honorary members" of
this Association. :
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Sec. 4. Any member may be expelled for such cause as
two-thirds of the members present at a regular meeting
may deem sufficient.

ARTICLE VI.—FESTIVAL.

There shall be an Annual Meeting and Festival of the
Association held at Tipton, on the first Wednesday in Sep-
tember of each year, at which every member, and honorary
member, with their wives or husbands, are entitled to at-
tend, with such other persons who may be invited by a vote
of the Association, and any member may bring a delegate

* or other female relative in lieu of his wife.

ARTICLE VII.—MISCELLANEOUS.

Sec. 1. It shall be the duty of each member to turnish
the Secretary, within six months from the time of his ad-
mission, a brief sketch of his life, embracing date and place
of birth, and such incidents of personal experience in the
early settlement of the county as may be pertinent to the
objects of this Association, and may be deemed proper to
communicate, which shall be carefully preserved by the
Secretary.

Sec. 2. Whenever practicable, the members of this As-
sociation shall attend in a body, the funeral of any deceased
member, and as a token of respect shall wear the badge of
mourning designated by the Association.

Sec. 8. This Constitution may be amended at any annual
meeting, by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the mem-
bers present at such meeting.

RULES OF ORDER.
Reading the minutes.
Communications and reports from officers.
Reports from committees.
Unfinished business.

Election.
Proposals for membership, and action thereon:

Miscellaneous business.

SIS0 N
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After discussion of the same, section by section, on mo-
tion, the report of the committee was approved, and ‘the
Constitution and rules of Order unanimously adopted.

An election for officers of the Association was then held,
and resulted in the uuammous choice of Henry“’Hardma,n
President ; Washmgton A. ngby, John "Ferguson, James

\Poston, John Saﬂey, Abner Stebbens, Samuel P."Higginson,
Vice Presidents; William H. Tuthlll Secretary ; William
‘Baker, Treasurer.

Tpon the President-elect taking his seat, 2 beautlful sil-
ver mounted cedar cane was presented to him by William
H. Tuthill, with the following address:—

MR. PRESIDENT:—Permit me to congratulate you in being
the unanimous choice of the Old Settlers of Cedar county,
ag their presiding officer, at this, their first associated gath-
ering. , You were among the first of that hardy band who
pioneered their way to this beautiful and fertile portion of
our western inheritance, at a time when it was a lone and
uninhabited wilderness. The changes since then have been
truly wonderful, aud seem more like the fanciful dreams of
an enthusiast, than the sober realities of the historian. * The
progress of improvement, the constant developement ‘o
resources, and the unceasing march of civilization, have
been so steadily and untiringly onward, that we can s carce-
ly realize the fact, that our county, which in the spring of
1836 did not contain a single civilized inhabitant, has now
a population of over twenty thousand souls, and ranks in
wealth and standing as one of the first in the state 'of Towa.
How pleasant to recall the memories of the past, the inei-
dents of that early pioneer life, which has resulted so glori-
ously, and to come together, as we do at this time, in the
spirit of friendship and good will, to interchange congratu-
lations and perpetuate those memories.

I now present you with the insignia of your official sta-
tion, to which may properly be applied the well known re-
mark made by our first representative to the territorial Legis-
lature, which if not grammatical or euphonious, was, to say
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the least, very expressive and to the point, that ¢ Cedar is in
that ar thing ’—a cane, manufactured from a native cedar,
cut from the banks of the river that gave name to the coun-
ty, and skillfully fashioned and mounted, with its appropri-
ate inscription, is intended to be the badge of your office,
to be preserved with jealous care, and transmitted from
President to President, successively, as long as our Associ-
ation continues to exist.

The President then responded in a very happy and feel-
ing manner, expressive of his acknowledgment of the honor
conferred upon him, and the fraternal relations each mem-
ber of the Association must naturally feel to each other, and
its grat]fymg results. 3

The following persons were then anuounced as the Exec-
utive Commlttee for the ensuing Jear: John' Culbertson,
Washm;ton A. ngby, William M. Knott, Henry D. Brown,
John S."Tuthill. And as the con;mlttee to prowde a speak-
er for the next Festival : Samuel Yule, Jno. Sa.ﬂey, William
Baker.

On motion, the following resolution was unammously
adopted : 3

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of this Association be
tendered to Hon. William H."/Tuthill, for the beautiful cane,
80 appropriately presented by him to the President, in behalf
of the society, as the Presidential badge of office.

The committee appointed to make the necessary arrange-
ments for refreshments, reported that a dinner had been
provided by them at the "Fleming House, for all the mem-
bers of the Association, at one o’clock p. M., and that time
having arrived, a recess of one hour was ordered, to partake
of the refreshments thus provided.

After enjoying a pleasant dinner at the Fleming House,
the members re-assembled, at the Court House, for social
converse and narration of the early incidents of pioneer
life, which was participated in by most of the oldest settlers,
to the evident satisfaction and enjoyment of all present,
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until late in the afternoon, when a final adjournment was
made by singing “ Auld Lang Syne,” in which the whole
company heartily joined.

HENRY 'HARDMADN, President.
W H."TUTHILL, Secretary.

THE VANISHED STAGE-UOAOH.

THE first vehicle of the "Western Stage Company that
ever left Des Moines rolled away from before the City
‘Hotel in the early gray of the morning of July 1, 1854.
The company had just succeeded to the franchise of Frink &
‘Walker’s stage line, a corporation that ran the first public
wagons to Des Moines. Wagons— wagons without springs
and with white muslin tops, drawn by two horses, arriving
with great regularity semi-occasionally. Their route was to
! Oskaloosa the first day, to'Fairfield the second day, and the
third to' Keokuk, where they made close connections with
America. The fare was ten dollars a passenger, and the
programme provided for a tri-weekly line. In bad weather
the programme was frequently “more honored in the breach
than in the observance.” When the Western Stage Com-
pany became proprietors of the route, they put on two-horse
¢‘jerkeys,” and operated two lines from Des Moines—one
to Keokuk, the other to'Davenport. It was a mammoth
corporation. One of the founders was Mr. E. 8. VAlvord,
well-known to many of our citizens. Commencing with a
few two-horse vehicles, running out from Indianapolis, it
spread throughout eight great states, numbering its employes
by thousands, its property by millions, and making its in-
fluence felt in-all the important political and business pro-
jects of the territory wherein it operated.
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