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couldn’t refuse; and just as soon as I tasted it I knew it was
my whisky.”

T could not express any sympathy for him, as I never had
any for the traffic.

On my return, the hoys at VPeterson were very commuri-
cative upon the subject, and wished to know when Old Tar
would pass that way again with liquor, as they were getting
dry again. They had secreted the whisky in a patch of
weeds near the barracks, and when Old Tar had retired to
rest they brought it into camp and apportioned it out—
filling each man’s canteen, and then hid the keg and jug in
a manger of one of their stables, covering it over with hay.
This was the last time that any one attempted to carry in-
toxicating liquors in quantity along that line of military
posts while soldiers were stationed there.

[T0 BE CONTINUED.]
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THE FIRST \lDEMOORATIO LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS IN THE
STATE OF IOWA.

\4 v
BY LYSANDER W. BABBITT, COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA.

I,Cnntrnued from page 636, Vol. IX.)
‘WepNespaY EveniNg, December 6th, 1848.
CAUCUS met pursuant to adjournment — Mr. Corse in
the chair, and L. W. Babbitt secretary.

The roll being called, all the members answered to their
names.

Mr." Bradley moved that an informal ballot be taken for
canditlates for supreme judges, and that the person having
the highest number of votes and heing a majority of all the
votes cast, be the candidate for chief justice.

Mr. Harbor moved to amend by striking out all after the

« word “judges.” Which motion was lost, and the original

motion was agreed to.
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Mr./Bradley then moved that the caucus take a recess of
ten minutes, for electioneering purposes. Agreed to.

It was during this recess that the writer hereof, having
satisfied himself' that the Hon. Josephv\Villizuns had only
fourteen votes in the caucus that could be relied upon, sug-
gested to several members the propriety of giving Williams
a complimentary vote on the first and informal ballot.

The recess having expired, the chairman called the can-|
cus to order, and the caucus proceeded to ballot for eandi-
dates for supreme judges — Messrs. "Harbor and Bradley
acting as tellers — with the following result i

Tl VARG et s SRS e S SRR ) |
Vi}eorge Green kL 16
R IR riney et L L A 15
NSl BRI oS i R R e e S e 11
I TEEbs R e S R 9
SeH R e 6
T o S A o) e S e O S e 6
Biaeln W e A0 TN ren e R S e S S 6
AL Je T i e e e e e )
R TR S B A i IR A e e i b A o b
William fli b OrpS OnE R e s e 4
BEERREnBE I psicad et o 4
PR R Bl ey e oo v e s 4

The result of the balloting being announced by the chair,

‘L. W. Babbitt arose and said: “Mr. Chairman — The Hon.

Joseph Williams having received a majority ot all the votes
cast in this convention — twenty votes being necessary to
secure a nomination — [ move that the Hon. Joseph Wil-
liams be declared the unanimous nominee of this conven-
tion for the office of chief justice of the supreme court.”
‘Which motion was put and carried.

Mr. Harbrgr moved that the caucus take another recess
of ten minutes; which motion prevailed.

It was during this recess that Mr. Harbor, who had given
Williams a complimentary vote, came to me and said:
“G—d d—n your complimentary vote; it nominated the
old fiddler.”
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The caucus was again called to order by the chairman,
and, Mr." Hall’s name being withdrawn, a second ballot was
had, with the following result: —

‘George Greene

AL v R G VT e S e Bl oo 18
Sk ek EGRUIN 08, e oo S e e 16
OIS BALERY. v s swesaeensnssabon s ne o, OIS REY 5
“Bnoch "W, Bastinan  c.: . oossesems ors SN 4
oM AS WAIROI. . rasterse e et R N, 4
L O B0 D R S M B 5 e s cosacnon 2
TBIAL TONIIBEON. 1o v s oo o e o oy S SN SR 2

The result being declared, Mr. Bradley moved that the
nomination of Mr."Greene be made unanimous ; which was
agreed to.

Mr. Griffith moved that the caucus proceed to ballot for
a third candidate for supreme judge; which motion pre-
vailed, and the ballot was had, with the result following: —

John ' Fe Kinney. ..o sl o v oot o i S ST 19
B G H s tin s o e 16
CULHIE BAtES. i s <kl oo S SN R e 3

The result being declared, and there being no choice, on
motion of Mr."McFarland, a fourth ballot was had, as fol-
lows : —

John HKanneys s a i L o 22

8. €. Hastings:.. ... s SIS 2 T R 16

On motion of Mr.*Mahony, the nomination of Mr. Kinney
was made unanimous, and, there being no further business,
the caucus adjourned.

On the Tth day of December, 1848, the nominees of this
democratic cauces were elected, in joint convention of the
two houses, to the offices for which they were nominated
— Messrs. Dodge and Jones, receiving thirty-eight votes
each, and Messrs. Wm. H. Wallace and Ralph P. "Lowe
nineteen votes each. Those who voted for Augustus C.
Todge aud George W. Jones were : —

Messrs. A]emndel, Alwer,VBabbltt Baker, "Betts, "Bon-
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ham, Bradley, Cabady "Collins," Om‘qo Crawfmd D,lv‘}dson
f vElmer, Tepy‘ Evans, Fmr @*lmt Lﬂﬂord Gnﬁn‘h Harri-
o Sou, H‘ub;{{ JHowell, " ]'lcobh '/L'mwton ,’Mahony, \[LF arland,

Morton, V. enny, VReed Vqugs "Royston, "Sales, "Sargent,
YShleldb,'Wa]ker ‘Weyand, ViVood and Mr. President, J. J.
Selman — 38.

Those gentlemen who voted for William H. <V allace and
Ralph P. Lowe were :

Messrs. “Allison, ’Bom‘ne “Browning, ’Bux'rnuuhs "Cook,
‘Goodrell, J<w «[cCr(uv \Io\[mamzm, Umford,'blumfrer
"Sprott, Stevenson, Timmons, Thompson, Wheeler, Williams,
/Woodworth and"W11«rht —19.

The democratic nominees for judges, Messrs. "Williams,
"Greene, and Lmnev were elected over their whig oppo-
nents, Messrs. ‘WVhltcher 'Howel], and”Davis, by the same
vote that the senators received, with this exception: Mr.
Sprott voted for the democratic candidates, giving them
thirty-nine votes to eighteen votes for their whig oppo-
nents.

This, Mr. Editor, comprises all, perhaps, that is interest-
ing in relation to the first democratic legislative caucus in
Towa, at which senators and judges of the supreme court
were nominated, and afterwards elected, in joint convention
of the two houses of the general assembly. It may, how-
ever, be interesting to some, as giving some idea of the
character of the men elected and of the custom that then
prevailed upon such oceasions, to give a description of the
manner the friends of the nominees of the senators were
treated the evening after their nomination.

As soon as the caucus adjourned, after the nomination of
senators, General .Toues, who was present, in his usual im-
pulsive and generous manner, cried out, “Come, boys—
friends, everybody —Ilet’s go and have some refreshments.’”
By the time I had my minutes of the proceedings closed and
in my pocket, I was left alone, for the members and the
crowd had all either retired to their homes and boarding
houses, or had followed General Jones to the refreshment
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establishment. Being of the refreshment class myself, I
proceeded to hunt up that establishment. I found it located
on the north-east corner of the public square, and to be
what was then called a first-class restaurant, with whisky-
shop in connection. As a matter of course, as the invita-
tion was general, the crowd was not very select. Friends,
foes, old men, young men, members of the legislature and
lobbyists, boys, gamblers — in short, every class was repre-
sented, from the governor of the state down to the rag-tag
and bob-tail of the city. The gathering was exceedingly
promiscuous. General Jones was all life and was going in
with a hurrah, saying, ¢ Call for what you want, who in
h—1 cares for expenses,” and the crowd were going in—
some for stewed oysters and some for raw ones, some for
“ whisky straight” and others for hot toddy and “Tom and
Jerry.” General Jones was here, and there, and every-
where. Judgo‘/WiHiams was amusing the crowd by singing
“Lucy Neal,” and “T1l bet my money on the bob-tailed
hoss, who will bet on the bay?” and John P. Cook was
helping on the fun by imitating the Judge and mimicking
his singing. Everything was in accord in the way of eat-
ing, drinking, and in fun; but in terrible discord as to the
mode and manner of procuring it.

At last General Jones noticed that General VDodge was
not present, and the ery was, ¢ Where is Dodge ? where is
Dodge?” until nothing else could be heard. At lasta com-
mittee was appointed to hunt up the General, and he was
soon brought into the crowd. The General, in his usual
affable manner, spoke to such as knew him, and then called
General Jones aside, when the following conversation, as
near as I can recollect, took place : —

Dodge.— Jones, what is the meaning of all this? This is
not the way to entertain our friends. You should have
waited until we could have prepared to entertain our friends
with supper gotten up in regular order, and where all could
have been present. They are not here now, Where is
Judge Mason, Colonel "Hall, "fLefHer, ColonelVHempst.ead?
They are not here, and this looks more like an entertain-
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ment for the rabble than for friends, and, besides, this eating
of oysters out of the can, with every one with a can in his
hand is a fearful waste of the raw material.

Jones.—Never mind, General ; we are in it now; let’s go
abead: who the d—I cares for expenes? '

VDodge.—It is not the expenses that I look at, but the man-
ner of entertaining friends. Here are Judge V‘Williﬂms,
VOook, and other of our friends, but the mass are not here.
The majority are whisky soakers, who make the occasion
their ojportunity.

Jones.—Slapping the General on the shoulder, ¢ Never
mind, General let’s put it through.”

And it was put through; and the result was a bill of
between four and five hundred dollars for Dodge and Jones
to foot the next day.

After their election, the senators ;1n(U11dg6s gave a sump-
tuous supper to their friends at the "Crummy House, to
which all the members of the legislature were invited, and a
grand social time was had, in accordance with the calm and
dignified ideas of General Dodge.

In the first instance we have the impulsive character of
General Jones illustrated, showing his ability to carry his
measures, as it were, by storm ; while in the latter we have
the calm and deliberate character of General Dodge por-
trayed, showing his tactics of success to lie in calm and de-
liberate calculation. This accounts for the great success of
the two generals in their congressional career, and the two
characters were highly necessary at that time in placing
Towa in what may now be called the front rank of states,
with a bright future before her.
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