
BRIEF OF LAWS RELATING TO THE NEW STATE
CAPITOL

BRIEF OF ALL THE LAWS RELATING TO THE PDKCHASE OF LANDS FOB. TO

THE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR, AND TO THE CONSTRUCTION, AND

FURNISHING OF, AND OF REPAIRS TO THE NEW STATE CAPITOL, AXU FOR

THE PURCHASE OR CONDEMNATION AND PURCHASK ANU CONTROL OF

REAL ESTATE FOR THE CAPITOL GROUNDS EXTENSION.

FURNISHED BY THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES DIVISION OF THE

HISTORICAL, MEMORIAL AND ART DEPARTMENT OK IOWA

CHAPTER 91, p. 125
Laws of the Twelfth General Assembly. Approved April ö, IStií.
AN ACT authorizing the Census Board to procure plans and specifica-

tions for a State House.
Sec. 1. The Census Board to constitute a Board of Commissioners to

carry out tbc provisions of tbis act.
Sec. 2. Said Board of Commissioners to advertise for plans for a new

State House. Building to be fireproof. All estimates to be based on a
cost of

1. $1,000,000.
2. $1,500,000.
3. $2,000,000.

Sec. 3. Said board instructed to advertise for specimens of stone
quarried witbin tbe state. All stone to be tested.

Sec. 4. An appropriation of $5,000 for advertising.
Sees. 5 and 6. Repairs for old building. Board to report.

CHAPTER 110, p. 129
Laws of tbe Tbirteentb General Assembly. Approved April 13, 1870.
AN ACT to provide a State Capitol.

Sec. 1. Establishes a Board of Commissioners, consisting of tbe gov-
ernor (ex officio president of tbe board) and six otber commissioners, to
be cbosen by tbe Senate and House of Representatives in joint session.

Term of office two years, or until suecessors are appointed. Gen.
G. M. Dodge of Pottawattamie County and Hon. James F. Wilson of
Jefferson County appointed commissioners at large from the state.

Sec. 2. Removal of commissioners for malfeasance in office. Vacancy
provided for. Gubernatorial appointment. Compensation $5.00 per day.

Sec. 3. Selection and qualification of superintendent (to be an archi-
tect and resident of the state). Selection of plan. Maximum cost.

LIMITATIONS
1. No contract to be made beyond appropriation. '
2. Formalities to be observed in making contracts.
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3. Preferenee to be given to Iowa builders and materials.
4. A record to be kept; appointment, duty and compensation of

superintendent; Board of Commissioners may appoint from
among own members an executive committee of three to carry
on business.

5. Meetings to be held once every three months or oftener at Des
Moines.

Sec. i. All payments to be made by warrants issued by tbe auditor.
See. 5. How building shall he constructed and where. Appropria-

tion of $150,000.
Sec. 0. No moneys to be paid out until Census Board certifies to

treasurer.
See. 7. Act to be in effect from date of publication.
Publication certified by Ed Wright, Secretary of State.

CHAPTER 35, p. 41
Laws of the Fourteenth General Assembly. A])proved April 10, 1872.
AN ACT to amend tbe act to provide a State Capitol.

Sec. 1. Board of Commissioners rednced to five in number. Amend-
ing the act approved April 13, 1870. Members of board designated.
Bonds of commissioners. Board required to inspect foundation and
materials on hand with regard to qiuility of material and character of
work. Grants board power to reject or cause to be removed .iny part
or parts of material or work not conforming to standard.

Sec. 2. Appropriation of $100,000 for year 1872 and .?12.5,000 annual-
ly tbereafter for prosecution of the work.

Sec. 3. Act to be in effect from date of publication.
Publication certified by Ed Wright, Secretary of State.

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 21
Laws of tbe Fourteenth General Assembly. .'\pproved April "22, 1872.

Grants power to Board of Commissioners to modify or, with con-
tractors consent, to cancel contract for stone for foundation and cellar
walls, account use of poor materials.

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. Í4
Laws of the Fourteenth General Assembly. Approved Marcb 20, 1872.

Directs the Board of Commissioners to erase from the corner stone
any and all inscriptions of names, dates and figures and provides for
iin inscription of the word Iowa and the date of the year in which the
corner stone is laid.

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 10
Laws of the Fourteentii General Assembly. Approved February 19, 1872.

Autborizes tile Board of Capitol Commissioners to employ one of
their own numher to act as overseer of the work of tlie new Capitol
building. Additional compensation tberefor authorized.

CHAPTER Ö8, p. 57
Laws of the Fifteenth General A.ssemhly. Approved Mareh 18, 187I-.



332 ANNAI.S OF IOWA

AN ACT making an additional appropriation for tiie ertxtion of tiie
new Capitoi Building.
Sec. 1. Appropriation of $125,000.
Sec. 2. To be in addition to the annuai a]>pro])riation, Clia])ter ',05,

act.s of tiie Fourteentii Gênerai A.ssembi.y.
Sec. 3. Provides a maximum amount of $75,000 may be drawn in

tiie year 1874 and tiie balance during tbe year 1875.
Sec. 4. Specifies how the amount may be drawn and ex])ended.

CHAPTER 70, p. 59
Laws of the Fifteentii Gênerai Assembiy. Approved March 18, 1874.
AN ACT requiring the Executive Council to perform aii duties imposed

on the late Census Board.
Sec. I. Executive Council to iiave aii power and perform aii duties

of the Census Board.
Sec. 2. Act in effect when pui)iishcd.
Pubiication certified by Josiah T. Young, Secretary of State.

CHAPTER 151, p. 141.
Laws of tile Sixteenth General Assembly. Apjiroved March 17, 187().
AN ACT to amend an act entitled "An act to provide a state Capitoi,"'

approved Aprii 13, 1870, and for making an additionai appropriation
for tbe erection of the Capitol building.
Sec. 1. Amends Chapter 110, acts of the Thirteenth General Assembly

and specifies the amount for wbicb a contract may.be made without
advertising.

Sec. 2. Appropriates .$250,000 for tiie erection of tiie Capitoi.
Sec. 3. Specifies tbe above amount to be in addition to the annuai

ajipropriation.
Sec. 4. Specifies amounts to be drawn during the years 187(i and

1877.
Sec. 5. Specifies how money may be drawn and expended.
Sec. 6. Relates to specific construction.
Sec. 7. Amends Ciiapter 110, acts of tbe Thirteentii Generiii Assem-

biy and provides for tbe payment of tbe workmen.

CHAPTER 138, p. 12(i
Laws of Seventeentb General Assembly. Approved March 25, 1878.
AN ACT making appropriation for tiie eonstruction of the new Capi-

tol building, for tbe purchase of a lot and the construction of a sewer
tiiÈrefor, and amending Joint llesoiution No. 10 of tbe Fourteenth
General Assembly, adjourned session.
Sec. 1. Appropriates $100,000 to buy a lot to aeeommodate tbe

steam beating works, to construct a sewer from tiie Capitol grounds to
tbe Des Moines River. Instructs tiie Board of Commissioners to pur-
cbase and to construct the same.

Sec. 2. Commissioners autborized to change plan of buiidiiig, as
adopted August 31, 1872. Directs tbe construction of a dome in the
center and four small domes on the jiavilions.
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Sec. 3. Amends the Joint Resolution No. 10, approved February 19,
18T3, by striking out tbe word "overseer" and inserting in lieu tbereof
tbe word "superintendent."

Sec. +. Appropriates $75,000 for construction.
CHAPTER 112, p. 10-1.

Laws of the Eighteenth General Assembly. Approved March 21., 1880.
AN ACT to authorize Board of Capitol Commissioners to contract for

use of sewers with the city of Des Moines und limiting the expendi-
ture therefor.
Sec. 1. Authorizes the Board of Capitol Commissioners to contract

witb tbe city of Des Moines for tbe use of sewers to drain the Capitol
and grounds. Limits the liabilities of the state and the expenditure
therefor.

Sec. 2. Act in effect from date of puhlicatioii.
Publication certified by ,T. A. T. Hull, Secretary of State.

CH.'VPTER 179, p. 17t
Laws of the Eighteenth General Assembly. Approved Marcb 2(i, 1880.
AN ACT amending Section 2 of Chajiter 138, of the laws of the Seven-

teenth General Assembly.
Sec. 1. Amends tbat part of Section 2, Cbapter 138, wliich relates to

the huilding of the dome of the Capitol building and places restricting
clauses tbereon and provides and instructs tbat tbe same be built. Re-
peals part of former act.

CHAPTER 83, p. 81
Laws of the Nineteenth General Assembly. A])proved Marcb 14, 1882.
AN ACT̂  to amend Chapter 110 of tbe acts of the Thirteenth General

Assembly, and Cbapter 8.5 of tbe acts of the Fourteenth General As-
sembly, providing a new Capitol, and making an additional appro-
])riatioii for completing the new building.
.Sec. 1. Gives notice of the amendment.
.Sec. 2. Appropriates .$525,000, in addition to the annual appropria-

tion for the completion of the Capitol huilding.
Sec. 3. Relates to annual appropriation.
Sec. 'l.. Specifies when the. ahove amount is to be drawn.
Sec. 5. Specifies bow the same shall he drawn.
Sec. (). Requires the Capitol Commissioners to complete certain por-

tions of the Capitol building for occupancy of the next General As-
semhiy.

Sec. 7. Act in effect upon publication.
Publication certified by J. A. T. Hull, Secretary of State.

CHAPTER 139, p. 131
Laws of tbe Nineteenth General Assemhiy. Approved March 18, 1882.
AN ACT to amend Section 3 of Chapter 110 of the laws of tbe Tbir-

teenth General Assembly, an act to provide a state Capitol, approved
April 13, 1870.
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Sec. 1. Amends seeond elause of Section 3, Chapter 110, laws of the
Thirteenth General Assembly and provides tbat artistic work and such
other work and material as the commissioners determine will be for the
interest of the state shall he let, purchased or contracted for without
the advertising required as cited in section amended hereby.

Publication certified by ,1. A. T. Hull, Secretary of State.
CHAPTER 138, p. 127

Laws of the Nineteenth General Assembly. Approved Mareb 18, 1882.
See. 6 of this act appropriates $7,000 for the payment of janitors,

and night guard for the Capitol building. Said sum to be expended
under the direction of the Executive Council.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 2
Nineteenth General Assembly ' Approved March 20, 1882

Resolved by the Senate, the House Concurring : That the Capitol Com-
missioners be and tbey herehy are instructed to furnLsh for occupancy
hy the next General Assemhly so mueh of the new Capitol as may he
required for that purpose, . . . out of any funds heretofore appro-
priated by an act entitled "An act to provide for an appropriation to
complete tbe new Capitol." Approved May 1.5, (14) 1882.

CHAPTER 129, p. 127
Laws of the Twentieth General Assembly. Ajiproved April 3, 188t.

Sec. C of this act appropriates ,$10,000 for the payment of janitors
and night guards for the Capitol buildings. Said sum is'to be expended
under the direction of the Executive Council.

CHAPTER 13G, p. 139
Laws of the Twentieth Genenil Assembly. Approved April 3, 1884.
AN ACT making' an appropriation to complete and furnisb tbe new

Capitol and for paving the streets and grading and putting down tbe
eurbing and sidewalks around the Capitol square.
Sec. 1. Appropriates ,$301,500 for the completion and furnishing of

the new Capitol huilding.
Sec. 2. Appropriates ,$28,000 for streets and sidewalks.
Sec. 3. Specifies the money shall be drawn and expended under

Chapter 110, Aets of the Thirteenth General Assembly but carries a
proviso: $130,000 to be expended in 1884, ,$100,000 to be expended in
1885, and the balance as necessary in 1880.

Sec. 4. Act in effect upon publication.
Publication certified hy ,1. A. T. Hull, Secretary of State.

CHAPTER 140, p. 143
Laws of the Twentieth General Assemhly. Approved April 3, 1884.
AN ACT providing for the eare and management of the new Capitol.

Sec. 1. Provides that the Capitol buildings and grounds shall be
under the exclusive control of the Board of Capitol Commissioners.

Provision.—That nothing In this act shall be so construed as to pre-
vent any officer or board occupying rooms in said building from having
the entire control thereof.
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Sec. 2. Requires tbe Board of Commissioners to make provision for
tbe beating, ligbting, ventilating, cleaning and care of said building, to
keep said rooms furnished, cared for and in proper order, to keep said
building repaired and to provide for tbe admlttanee of visitors and
carries a proviso:

Probibits tbc use of tbe Senate Cbamber and tbc Hall of tbe House
of Representatives for any purpose otber tban legislative.

Sec. 3. Requires tbe Board of Commissioners to report tbe expense
to tbe superintendent of construction, and to file tbe same witb tbe
auditor, who will then issue the warrants for amounts due.

Sec. 4. Requires tbe Board of Commissioners to report to the Gen-
eral Assembly on tbc first day of tbe meeting tbereof.

Sec. 5. Aet in effect from date of publication.
Publication certified by J. A. T. Hull, Secretary of State.

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 20
Tvventietb General Assembly. Approved April 2G, 1884.

Tbis resolution contains two scbedulcs, "A" and "B" relative to tbe
assignment of rooms in tbe new Capitol.

CHAPTER 100, p. 120
Laws of tbe Twenty-first General Assembly. Approved April 8, 188Ö.
AN ACT to provide for a settlement witb tbc Board of Capitol Com-

missioners, and to limit the term of office of the members of said
board.
Sec. 1. Sets tbe date for tbe expiration of tbe commissioners' term

of office as June 30, 188G.
Sec. 2. Grants tbc governor tbe power to settle witb tbe board.
Sec. 3. Requires an inventory of all state property in tbe bands of

tbe commissioners be made and filed with the secretary of state.
Sec. 4. Provides for a settlement with the board.
Sec. 5. Provides for the pay of clerks and accountants.
Sec. G. Act in effect upon publication.
Publication certified by Frank D. Jackson, Secretary of State.

CHAPTER 136, p. 172
Laws of tbe Twenty-second General Assembly. Approved April 11, 1888.
AN ACT to make appropriations for finisbing tbe Capitol and witb

reference to a Soldiers'. Monument.
Sec. 1. Appropriates $17,000 to finisb tbe Capitol.
Sec. 2. Refers to tbe Soldiers' Monument.
Sec. 3. Act in effect from date of publication.
Publication certified by Frank D. Jackson, Secretary of State.

CHAPTER 192, p. 231
Laws of tbe Twenty-second General Assembly. Approved April 13, 1888.

This Act authorizes the State Executive Council to sell and convey
the old Capitol building.

CHAPTER 59, p. 89
Laws of tbe Twcnty-tbird General Assembly. Approved April 24, 1890.
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AN ACT making an a))pr()prlatl(m for the purpose of liii])roving the
grounds of the new Capitol.
Sec. 1. Ajiproprlatc'S .$100,000 to iin])rove Capitol grounds.
Sec. 2. Specifies one-third of appropriation shall be expended In

1890 and the balance In 1891.
Sec. 3. Said appropriation to be under the control of the Executive

Council.
Sec. 4. "The plans adopted by the Board of Capitol Commissioners

for the Improvement of the groniid, made hy ,1. Wcldcnmann shall he
followed as the general plans for Improving the grounds, but the Exeeii-
tive Council may make such changes in the details as they may deem
for the hi'st Interest of the state."

Sec. 5. Act to he in effect from d,'itc of publication.
Publication certified hy Frank D. ,lackson. Secretary of State.

CILAPTER 179, p. 134
Laws of the Twenty-ninth General Assemhly. Approved April 12, 1902.
AN ACT creating a commission to superintend the eomjiletlon of the

Capitol huilding and certain repairs thereto, and ,'ippropriating the
money therefor.
Sec. L Commission created to consist of three ¡¡ersons, to he known

MS tile Ca]iitoi Commissioners.
Sec. 2. S])eelfies the ap))oiiitment, terms of office, organization ,-md

the seeretary of said commission.
Sec. 3. Provides for the revocation hy the governor of appointees

and tbe filling of vacan(!Íes that may occur.
Sec. 4. The commissioii empowered to make contracts, cm])loy as-

sistance. Improve, adorn and complete the Capitol bnlldlng. Requires
tbe commission to keep itemized accounts. Requires I'".xecutive Council
to appoint expert accountant to examine accounts.

Sec. 5. Provide.'; compensation for the commissioners and tbeir ex-
penses.

Sec. 0. A]ipr()priatcs .$2.50,000 ,Mnd .specifies dates when the same will
he available.

Sec. 7. Requires the auditor to draw w,Mrrants when jirojicrly pre-
sented.

Sec. 8. Act to he In effect ujion publication.
Pnhlication certified hy W. M. Martin, SeerÈtary of State.

CHAPTER 71, ]i. 7(i
Laws of the Thirtieth General Assembly. Approved April 13, 1904.

Tills chapter grants to the Executive Council the right to institute
proeeedlngs of eondemnation for necfss,-iry real estate for the use of
the state.

CHAPTER 12, ]). 14
Laws of the Thirty-fifth General Assembly. Ajijiroved Ajiril 25, 1913.
AN ACT granting additional powers to the Executive Council. (Addi-

tional to Chapter 7, Title 2 of the Code relating to the Executive
Council.)
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S<-c. 1. Grants to tbc Executive Council tb(' power to make contracts
for improvements of tbc .streets and alleys and abutting property to
tbat owned by the state; requires joint action of the city and state to
make and complete such ini))r()venient ; vests tbe right of final decision
as to advisability of such improvements to tbe Executive Council; and
grants tbo power to draw warrants to pay for tbe .same to the Executive
Council.

Sec. 2. Act in effect wben publisbed.
Publication certified by W. S. Allen, Secretary of State.

CHAPIMÍR 11, ]). IU
Laws of tbc 'J'hirty-fiftb General Assembly. Ajjproved Ai)ril 10, 1913.

This act authorizes all tbe ))roccodings relative to tbe extension and
improvement (if tbe state Capitol Grounds.

Sec. t. Specifics tbe special tax levied for tbe purcbasc of real estate
necessary to the extension (if tbe Ciijiitol grounds and sets the date
thereon. It further grants to tbe Kxccutive Council tbc power to levy
after the expiration of a certain time limit a special tax and grants the
rigbt of determination of tbc amount to tbc Kxecutive Council.

.Sec. 2. Autborizes tbc Executive Council to ]nircbase certain specific
tracts of land lying within certain boundaries.

Sec. 3. Adopts a specific i)lan for tbe erection of b.uildings, monu-
ments, statuary, memorials, fountains, etc.

Sec. 4. Autborizcs tbe Executive Council to purcbase, take and bold
option for and speeifies manner of p.'iymiMit for said lands.

Sec. r>. Grants to tbe Executive Council the rigbt of condemnation
];roceedings, in accordance witb statute law.

Sec. (i. Grants to tbe Executive Council tbe ¡lowcr to lease for state
)iurposes or to lease state buildings.

Sec T. Autborizes tbe Executive Council to sell Governor Square.
Sec. 8. Forbids tbe use of otber funds tban tbose accrued by spe-

cial taxes, in tbe purcbase of real estate as specified.
Sec. 9. Relates to interest bearing certificates and sjiccifies maiuier

of payment.
Sec. 10. Regulates tbc issue of said certificates.
Sec. 11. Re(iuircs said certificates to be deposited with tlie treasurer

of tbe state and registration tbcrcof.
Sec. 12. Requires tbe treasurer of state, under the dir(:'ction of tbc

Jixccutive Council, to sell tbc warrants or certificates for casb.
CHAPTER S, pp. 20-21

Pari, Fir.H:. Title J, Code of Iowa, 1873
Sec. 111. Till-: ExKCUTTvi: COUNCII.. Tbe governor, auditor, secretary

and treasurer of state, or any tbree of tbem, shall constitute the Execu-
tive Couucil.

Sec. 120. The Executive Council sball bavc the care, charge and cus-
tody of the property of the state when no other provision is made, and
shall procure for tbe several offices of tbe governor, secretary of state.
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auditor of state, treasurer of state, register of the state land office, su-
perintendent of public instruction, attorney-general, state librarian, and
clerk of tbe Supreme Court, fuel, ligbts, • • *

TITLE II, CHAPTER VII.
Supplement to the Code of 1907.

Sec. 104, p. 43. SupEKvisiOíT OF CAprroL—CONTRACTS—AUDITING OF
BiLU. * * * It (tbe Executive Council) sliall also make for the state
all contracts for lighting and repairing the Capitol building and otber
buildings belonging to the state situate in tbe city of Des Moines, and
grounds connected tberewith, • * *

TITLE VII, CHAPTER 1-A.
Supplement to the Code of Iowa, 1913.

Sec. l'100-t5. LEASES—RKMOVAL OF BUILDINGS. Tbat the Executive

Council shall have charge of all buildings tbat may be on any of the
grounds acquired under tbe provisions of this act and may lease any
or all of said buildings and grounds on bebalf of tbe state * » *

Sec. 1400-t2. ALUSOJST MEMORIA). PI.AX. Tbat all buildings, monu-

ments, statuary, memorials, fountains and improvements hereafter
erected upon said Capitol grounds shall be located in accordance with
the plan covering said extended grounds as contemplated herein sub-
mitted as tbe Allison Memorial Commission plan now on file in tho
office of tbe secretary of state, and tbat said grounds shall be laid out
witb respect to drives, streets, avenue.s, malls, walks, bridge.s, terraces
and other improvements in all respeets as contemplated and suggested
by said plan and said plan is hereby adopted and made a part of tbis act.

Sec. l'lOO-tl. Specifies the boundaries of the Capitol extension.

INDIANS VISIT WASHINGTON IN 1848

The Missouri Republican of the 14th inst. notices tlie arrival
at St. Louis of a delegation of head chiefs, braves, &c., from the
Chippewa Indians, residing on territory eeded by them to tlu
United States in the Lake Superior region, on their way to
Wasliington. The objeet of tlie mission is said to be to try to
procure a grant of land from the government, upon which to
.settle the nation as eitizens of the United States. They wish to
abandon their roving, wild and vagabond habits, adopt in return
tlie characteristics and avoeations of the white man—to build
Iiouses, eultivate farms, etc. It is to be hoped that their disposi-
tion to reform may be met in a spirit of philanthropy by the
government.—The Bloomington Herald, Bloomington (now Mus-
catine), Iowa, November 25, 1848. (In the newspaper collec-
tion Qf tlie Historical, Memorial and Art Department of Iowa.)




