
EDITORIAL DEPABTMENT. 237

ing his education mainly from the ooramon schools. Later he attended
a high school at Adrian, Mich., but most of his study was at honie. He
taught in the common schools previous to entering upon his medical stud-
ies. He graduated from the medical college at Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1854.
He came to Iowa in 1859 and settled in Pt. Madison where he resided until
his death. He was employed as a contract surgeon in 1862 in the govern-
ment hospital at Keokuk, afterwards receiving the appointment of surgeon
in the Twenty-first Missouri Infantry. He was mustered out with his reg-
iment in 1866. While in the army he also served as brigade and division
surgeon. He was present at the battles of Tupelo, Nashville, Fort Blakely
and Mobile. He left the army with a proud record. Since the war he has
also served as pension surgeon. He founded in 1869 and was thenceforth the
owner and editor of The Ft. Madison Democrat. The Keokuk Gate City
speaks of him as follows: "Dr. Roberts was one of nature's noblemen. His
stalwart frame was the abiding piace of a brave, generous, loyal spirit, the
strength of which gave him his commanding place in the community. He
was absolutely fearless in his editorials, making no compromise with what
he believed was wrong, and never faltering in his battle for what he be-
lieveâ to be right, no matter what the odds against him. His was a kindly
nature and he viewed the world with kindly eyes. He was devoted in his
loyalty to his friends and to his doctrines, though sometimes it may have
worked to his disadvantage. Yet iiis nature was such that he forgot per-
sonal considerations where honesty with his own conscience was involved.
His style was dignified and scholarly, aud in person he was a fine type of
the courtly gentleman of the old school. He leaves behind as a priceless
legacy the fragrant memory of a noble life well spent."

M. T. V. BOWMAN was born at Waterville, Maine, July 6,1838; he died
in the city of Des Moines, August 26, 1901. He attended Waterville and
Hailowell academies and other institutions of learning, fitting himself for
the profession of teaching. He taught in Ohio and Virginia, and was so
employed in the last named state at the time of the John Brown raid. Re-
turning to Maine he taught for a short time in the Hailowell grammar
school. At the outbreak of the civil war he enlisted at once and was mus-
tered in as a corporal in the First Maine Cavalry. He served in several
non-commissioned offices, but was mustered out in 1862 or '63. In
December of the latter year he re-eulisted and was at once promoted to
first lieutenant and regimental commissary. His muster-out occurred at
Petersburg, Va., August 1, 1865. Col. Bo.wman's service was active from
the start. He was present in many of the great battles in northern Vir-
ginia, notably those of Winchester, the second Bull Run and Gettysburg.
He was often detailed to the command of scouting parties, and was once
for three weeks a prisoner in the hands of guerrillas. After the war he
came to this State and settled (1866) in Newton, Jasper county. In 1870-
he removed to Des Moines, since which time he has been engaged in the
business of insurance and banking. He was one of the charter members
of Crocker post. Grand Army of the Republic, and its second commander.
He also belonged to the Iowa Commandery of the Military Order of the-
Loyal Legion, of which he was many years treasurer, and had servad on
the staffs of Governors Gear and Sherman. He always took a lively inter-
est in educational matters, and for eleven years was a member of the exec-
utive board of Des Moines college. He was a man of the highest personaL
character, a brave and most useful soldier in the civil war, and a genial
Christian gentleman whom it was always a pleasure to meet.

NATHAN HOIT BRAINBED was born in Bridgewater, N. H., January 11,
1818; he died in Iowa City, Iowa, July 31, 1901. He was married in 1840
to Miss Eliza Hatch, of Blanford, Mass., who survives him. After Mr..




