REMINTSCENCES OF CHARLER MASON, 271

Judige Mason always Impressed me as an eminently Just
man, fearlessly doing that which his judgment and conscience
approved as theright thing. ut he same time earefully respect-
ing the zights of athers. Judge George G Wright, of Des
Modnes, said of him that “he was honest as a man and as a
qudgre; of the eleanest habits: had anwter abhorrence of the
diszolute and intemperate, and exercised o moest beneficial
example on the zide of moralite”

In eonclugion | will partially reproduce some werds of
mine written abont him several vears agoe,

Floo wis amn over shx focb in height, thin and somewhat
anuinr, iz movenwuts were energetic, and heearried ime
goif crech, o babit Bormed durfng Lis wilitary edueation at
West Point, s mind was by nnture no judicial oneo Hae
was an abtentive listener: areaneed Lz thonghts carefully
before olothine them in words: not much given o fuil\m;?:
rather reticent than othierwise, vet eapable of belng very in.
terealing when e did talk, and Baving o guick sense of hu-
moer hat brought with it a cheery smile and a twinkle of the
eye.  He waz merciful awl ki d-beartedl snd never any bat
pure worids came from his lips He had no bad or uwlvss
habits: used no tohaceo or =piris, and, 1 believe, never drank
caffee or tea until he was quite advaneed in life.  lle was
careful of monev, cconomicn] ad self-denying. and yvet very
fow people knew of the many yvoung men he befriended and

sgisted with money. Thknow of ene Tor whom he did that
aned more, for to me he stood T the placc ol o father, giving
me not culy advice and money, but that whicl was better
and more precions,  affection.

IsJuse 1854, four eolored people-—long-time resildents—-
were arrested in Galena, L for the purpase of expetling them
from the state, under a law thew existing. A writ of habeas
corpus, however, set them free again, awd the movement was
denounced even by pro-slavery people in Lowa, and presuma-
bly also in Hlinois.
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