IOWA AT VICKSBURG AND THE VICKSBURG
NATIONAL MILITARY PARK.

BY COL. J. K. P, THOMPSON,

The National Military Park at Vicksburg, Mississippi, is
the outgrowth of “The Vicksburg National Military Park
Association,” a corporation organized and existing under and
by virtue of the laws of Mississippi. It was organized
October 23, 1895, and incorporated November 22, 1895. The
incorporators included both northern and southern gentle-
men, but only those who had served in the Vicksburg cam-
paign.

The officers and directors are as follows:

OFFICERS.
President, Lientenant-General Stephen D. Lee, Mississippi.
Vice-President, Hon. W. O. Mitchell, Iowa.

Secretary, Captain W. T. Rigby, Iowa.
Treasurer, Colonel C. C. Floweree, Mississippi.

EXEOUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Colonel J. K. P. Thompson, Towa; Captain W. W. Stone, Mississippi;
Governor W. D. Hoard, Wisconsin; General A. Hickenlooper, Ohio; Cap-
tain E. 8. Butts, Mississippi.

DIRECTORS,
Col. J. K. P. Thompson, Iowa. Col. Harry Weissenger, Kentucky.
Gen. Geo. F. Me(innis, Indiana. Oapt. J. 8. Pilcher, Tennessee.
Col. J. G. Everest, Illinois. Gen. E. W, Pettus, Alabama.
Col. Frederick D. Grant, New York. Lieut.-Gen. J. B. Gordon, Georgia.
Gen, A. G, Weissert, Wisconsin. Maj. B. N. Harrod, Louisiana.
Gen, John SBanborn, Minnesota. Gen. J. C. Tappan, Arkansas.
Gen. Joseph Stockton, Illinois, Gen. T. N. Waul, Texas,
Col. Lee Rassieur, Missouri. Senator F. M. Cockrell, Missouri.
Gen. John 8. Kountz, Ohio. Gen. John P. 8. Gobin, Penn.
Capt. E. 8. Butts, Mississippi. Gen. John M. Wilson, U. 8. A.
Capt. W, W, Stone, Mississippi. Gov. W. D. Hoard, Wisconsin.
Gen. A. Hickenlooper, Ohio. Hon. Wm. Olin, Massachusetts.

Rear Admiral George Brown, U, 8. N., (retired).

When the writer was elected commander of the Depart-
ment of Towa, Grand Army of the Republie, in 1895, it was
understood that his administration should be signalized by
an unyielding and persistent effort to establish a Military

b0



COL, 4, K, P. THOMPRON,

Commander of the Department of lowa, Grand Army of the Republie, 1595-'96, and
a member of the Board of Directors of “The Vicksburg National
Military Park Association.”




IOWA AT VICESBURG. 278

Park at Vicksburg. His compeers were Capt. J. F. Merry,
Capt. W. T. Rigby, Maj. C. L. Davidson, Col. D. J. Palmer,
Dr. C. C. Bradley, Hon. W. H. Norris, and many other dis-
tinguighed Union soldiers of Towa.

As a resulf, a resolution favoring the establishment of the
park was introduced by the Department of Iowa at the Na-
tional Encampment, G. A. R., at Louisville, September, 1895,
which was unanimously adopted, and the park officially
launched, with the endorsement of the National Encamp-
ment. At a meeting of the association, November 22, 1895,
on motion of Gen. Lucius Fairchild (a member of the first
board of directors, but since deceased), it was decided that
“The proposed park should include the lines of earthworks of
the opposing armies, and the land included within those
lines, with such additions as are necessary to include the
headquarters of Generals Grant and Pemberton, such of
the water batteries as it may be desirable to designate, and
other historical spots;” and on motion of Col. Thompson,
“The executive committee of the board was instructed to urge
upon congress the establishment of a National Military Park
on the grounds outlined by the motion of Gen. Fairchild,
and where practicable to secure options on the lands included
within the lines of the proposed park.” Shares of stock were
placed at $5.00, and one hundred shares reported sold and
paid for. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, Maj. O. L. Davidson, Col.
C. C. Floweree, Capt. E. 8. Butts, and Capt. W. T. Rigby,
were appointed a committee charged with the duty of pre-
paring a bill for the establishment of the park, of presenting
the same to congress, and of obtaining and presenting to
congress accurate information as to the cost of the land in-
cluded in the bill for the proposed park. Pursuant to these
instructions, a survey of the premises was made, a map pre-
pared, and options on a large part of the land secured. A
bill was prepared and in due time was presented to congress
by Gen. Catchings, representing the Vicksburg district. As
a result of several weeks of arduous labor, the committee was

VoL, V,—18,
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enabled to announce a favorable report of the house commit-
tee on military affairs, and the bill was placed on the calendar,
where it was destined to remain, however, for several years.

During the years of 1895, 1896, 1897 and 1898, the
friends of the measure were active and unremitting in their
efforts to secure the passage of the bill, the secretary, Capt.
Rigby, devoting most of his time and energy to its accom-
plishment. To the indefatigable efforts of Capt. J. F. Merry,
formerly of the 21st Towa, more than to any other person,
are we indebted for the establishment of the park. He was
untiring and persistent in his efforts, laying railroads, con-
gressmen, legislators, and men of affairs, under constant trib-
ute, till it was truthfully said of him—“What he proposes,
that he performs.”

InJanuary, 1896, as commander of the Department of Iowa,
G. A. R., Iissueda circular letterin which attention was called
to the measure, and wherein some of the reasons why Towa
should take a leading part in the establishment of the park

were set forth., I quote here a portion of the same:

In the reduction of that Gibraltar of the Confederaocy, the State of Towa
had so large and distinguished a part-—seventy per cent of her total levy
being engaged therein*—that it fell with peeuliar fitness to her to take the
initiative in this movement., The siege of Vicksburg stands unique and
will be memorable in the annals of war. In the science of grand strategy
it marked an era. The campaign is without parallel, if we execept the pio-
turesque scaling of the SBwiss mountains and the descent into Lombardy
by the great Napoleon, or his brilliant campaign which terminated at Ulm, -
and in the opinion of competent military critics, “in boldness of plan,
rapidity of exeeution, and brilliancy of results,” compares most favorably
with those of the great Corsican. No field of battle ever witnessed greater
deeds of valor than those rugged hills.

The capture of this stronghold was big with results, and was second
only in importance te Appomattox itself. It severed the Confederacy in
twain, opened the Mississippi to navigation, and in the forcible language

*The following regiments and batteries were engaged in the siege proper: Infan-
try—The 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 8th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th.15th, 16th, 17th, 19th, 20th, 21st,
22d, 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, 28th, 30th, 31st, 84th, 35th, 38th, 40th. Cavalry—3d and 4th.
Batteries—I1st and 2d. The 2d Cavalry was with Hateh in the famouns Grierson raid.
The 27th Infantry was with Sherman in Gen. Grant's movement to the Tallehatchie,
November, 1862, and the 20th, 33d, and 36th were in the famous Yazoo Pass expedi-
tion, or 77 per cent of the whole number furnished by the State of Iowa.
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of President Lincoln, “The Father of Waters rolled unvexed to the sea.”
The loss to the enemy of at least siwty thousand soldiers, one hundred and
seventy-two cannon, and siwty thousand stand of arms, was at that time the
largest eapture of men and material ever made in war,

To quote from an admirable general order, addressed by
Gen. Gordon to the United Confederate Camps:

For forty-seven days and nights those blood-stained and storm-crowned
heights raged with incessant confliet, and witnessed by turn the assault
upon its heroic and stubborn defenders and the repulse of the gallant and
obstinate attacking party. By day, sheeted flame issued from every crest
of the hills, around this famous citadel of courage, and by night the deadly
and destructive boom lighted the heavens with its lurid and baleful light.

Large numbers of the circulars were distributed, and we
trust bore good fruit. During the winter of 1895-6 the leg-
islatures of the states of Towa, Mississippi, New York, Mas-
sachusetts, and Rhode Island, each by joint resolution, en-
dorsed the park bill and asked for its passage by congress,
as did most of the Department Encampments of the Grand
Army of the Republic, and many of the Commanderies of
the Loyal Legion, Society of the Tennessee, and the United
Confederate Camps. During the winter of 1896-7 the log-
islatures of the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan,
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, each adopted joint
resolutions, asking for the establishment of the park, and re-
questing their delegations in congress to labor to secure the
passage of the bill. The Department Encampments of the
Grand Army of the Republic and the National Encampment
at Buffalo again approved the bill and named committees to
promote its passage.

In December, 1897, through the courtesy of Capt. Merry,
five members of the House Committee on Military Affairs,
Fifty-fifth congress, namely: Hull, Griffith, Belknap, Lentz,
and McDonald, visited Vicksburg with a view to ascertaining
facts to enable them to judge of the feasibility of establish-
ing and maintaining the park. In January, 1898, Gen.
Gobin, Commander-in-Chief, on behalf of the Grand Army
of the Republic, Col. Fred. D. Grant, on behalf of the Soci-
ety of the Army of the Tennessee, and Capt. Rigby, on behalf
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of the Park Association, met in Washington and again urged
upon Speaker Reed and the House Committee on Rules the
claims of the park bill.

Early in the year 1898 the legislature of the state of
Tennessee, by joint resolution, endorsed the bill and asked
for its passage by congress. In January, 1899, Capt. Rigby,
Hon. W. 0. Mitchell, both of Towa, representing the Park Asso-
ciation, Col. Everest of Illinois, also a member of the associ-
ation and representing the Society of the Army of the Ten-
nessee, Col, N. M. Hubbard, representing the Department of
Iowa, Grand Army of the Republic, again visited Washing-
ton in the interest of the park bill, when, being granted an
audience with the speaker, Col. Hubbard made one of his
characteristic arguments, and a powerful plea for its early
consideration. Congressman Henderson (now speaker of
the house), Catchings of the Vicksburg district, Griffin, Bel-
knap, Cousins and Hull (both of Towa), were active and earn-
est in their support. As a result, Capt. Hull, on February 6,
1899, was recognized by the speaker, the bill called up and
promptly and unanimously passed by the house. Four days
later it was passed by the senate, and on February 21, 1899,
approved by the President.

At the risk of repetition and of being tedious, I have fol-
lowed the measure, step by step, from its inception, October,
1895, to the passage of the bill authorizing the establishment
of the park, February 21, 1899, for the purpose of showing
with what tenacity of purpose its promoters clung to it, and
what time and means have been expended in the promotion
of this work. The bill, as passed, carried with it an appro-
priation of $65,000 (which has since been increased to $250,-
000) for the purchase of the grounds and improvement of
the same. It also provided for the appointment by the Hon-
orable Secretary of War of a commission to consist of three
members. The commission, as appointed, consists of Lieut.-
Gen. Stephen D. Lee of Mississippi, Capt. W. T. Rigby of
Towa, and Col. James G. Everest of Illinois, with Geen. John
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8. Kountz of Ohio as secretary and historian, and Capt.
Chas. L. Longley of Towa assistant secretary.

Section b of the act establishing the park reads as fol-
lows:

That it shall be the duty of the commissioners named in the preceding
section, under the direction of the Secretary of War, to restore the forts and
the lines of fortifications, the parallels and the approaches of the two arm-
ies, or so much thereof as may be necessary to the purposes of this park;
to open and construet and to repair such roads as may be necessary to
said purposes, and to ascertain and mark with historical tablets, or other-
wise, as the Secretary of War may determine, the lines of battle of the
troops engaged in the assaults, and the lines held by the troops during the
siege and defense of Vicksburg, the headgquarters of Gen. Grant and of
Gen, Pemberton, and other historical points of interest pertaining to the
siege and defense of Vicksburg within the park or its viecinity.

Authority to mount guns was given by a subsequent act
of congress.

It is the purpose of the commission, with the approval of
the Secretary of War, to restore substantially the earthworks
of the two armies, and to remount all the old guns so far as
they can be procured, in their old places. Forts will be re-
stored to their original size and height, ditches opened to
their former depth, rifle-pits, parallels, approaches, saps and
mines reopened, sap-rollers constructed, placed and main-
tained in position—in fact, it is the intention to restore the
theater of operations as nearly as may be to what it was at
the close of the siege July 4, 1863. There are 1232.28
acres within the limits of the park. There will be more than
twenty-five miles of costly and artistically built avenues and
drives constructed, the precipitous hills graded, the ravines
spanned with costly masonry and modern steel bridges, thus
affording easy access to and perfect views of what is expected
to be the greatest Military Park in the world. There will
be an avenue just in the rear of the line of Confederate
earthworks eight miles long, one along the main line of the
Union earthworks through the main body of the park about
five miles in length; one from Union avenue to Gen. Grant’s
headquarters, and onealong the public roads running through
the park or along its boundaries.
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Historical tablets, markers and monuments of the Con-
federate organizations engaged in the defense will be placed
on the line of the first named points, and those of the Fed-
erals along Union avenus,

The reasons why this famous battlefield should be con-
verted into a great Military Park are various and potent. It
was the first really great and determining victory achieved
by the Union forces, and was second only in importance to
Appomattox itself. It severed the Confederacy in twain, open-
ed up the Mississippi—the great artery of commerce—to
navigation, inspired new hope in the north and correspond-
ing gloom in the south, and brought the first great relief to
President Lincoln and the loyal millions of the north., The
loss to the enemy was at that time unparalleled in the annals
of war, Gen. Grant, in his official report, says:

The results of the campaign were: The defeat of the enemy in five bat-
tles outside of Vicksburg; the occupation of Jackson, the capital of the
state of Mississippi, and the eapture of Vieksburg and its garrison and
munitions of war; a loss to the enemy of 87,000 prisoners, among whom
were fifteen general officers; at least 10,000 killed and wounded, among the
killed, Generals Tracy, Tilghman, and Green, and hundreds, and perhaps
thousands of stragglers who can never be collected and reorganized. Arms
and munitions of war foranarmy of 60,000 men have fallen into our hands.*

But Gen. Grant was evidently generous to his enemy, for
Gen. Badeau, in his “Military History of Gen. Grant,” on
page 398, Vol. I, states the total loss to have been 60,000.}
When it is remembered that three Confederate divisions did
not report, viz.: Baldwin’s, Vaughn’s, and Dockery’s, and that
the losses in Loring’s division, which was cut off at Cham-

*Official Records, Vol. 24, Part I, page 58.

1The records of the Commissary General of Prisoners show a total of 42,069 pris-
oners captured during the Vicksburg campaign after the 1st of May. As Grant lost
during that time nearly 9,000 men in killed and wounded, it is fair to suappose that
Pemberton and Johnson, so repeatedly and disastrously beaten, lost 12,000. Any one
who has seen war is aware how small the estimate, 6,000, is for stragglers in an unsue-
cessful campaign, The calculation is simple:
PriBONBra. va sssacs sesssassnsnassese
Killed and wounded ..

Btragglers.....cocsscassnssissvasanes
TotBl.casasrsresanarsnnnrnninnsnas
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pion’s Hill and wandered about for several days and nights
before joining Johnson at Jackson, and whose losses were
necessarily large, are not given, the discrepancy in the report
is easily accounted for,

We doubt if the hardships endured in this campaign, and
the exceeding mental and physical strain that was placed
upon all, are fully realized by the present generation; draw-
ing two days’ rations, which were destined to last many
weeks;*¥ marching day and night; bivouacking at night in
the rain; water many inches deep; sleeping upon rails, boards,
logs, or anything or anywhere that would afford any kind of
protection from the drenching rain and water-covered earth.
The fatigue and strain upon the troops thus for more than
ninety days, was almost unprecedented. Gen. Hovey says:{

The strain upon my forces was extreme. For more than forty days
they were under constant fire, casualties happening daily in the midst of
their camps. Men were killed and wounded in their beds, at the table, and
in the rifle-pits.

Col. G. W. Clark, of the 34th Towa, says:

One-half of my men who were able for duty were on duty all the time.
Not unfrequently I was compelled, in order to fill the details, te send men
who had just been relieved, thus keeping the same men out in the ditches
for forty-eight hours without rest.

L. D. Ingersoll wrote:

Out of fifty-six days in those two months the “effective force” of the 4th
Oavalry was in the saddle fifty-two.f

Col. Grierson says:||
‘We marched over 600 miles in less than sixteen days (forty miles per day).
The last twenty-eight hours we marched seventy-six miles, and had four

*Gen. Grant says in his Memoirs, Vol. I, page 529: “Most of the army had now
been for three weeks with only five days' rations issued by the commissary.”

Col. Ashbel Smith of the 2d Texas, not always reliable, however, says that his com-
mand was “'tired, ragged, dirty, barefoot, hungry, covered with vermin, with scanty
supply of ammunition; rations reduced to a little more than enough to sustain life,
Jive ounces of musty corn meal and pea flour were nominally issued daily. In point
of fact this allowance didn’t exceed three ounces.”

In an appeal for help addressed to Gen. Pemberton, June 28, 1863, signed “Many
Soldiers,” it is stated, ‘Our rations have been cut down to one biscunit and a
small bit of bacon per day,—this army is now ripe for mutiny unless it ean be fed.
Just think of one small biscuit and one or two mouthfuls of bacon per day.”

tPage 241, Vol. 24, Part II, Official Records,

}Ingersoll’s “Towa in the Rebellion,” page 422,

[Vol. 24, Part 1, page 528, Official Records.
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engagements with the enemy, During this time the men and horses were
without food or rest.

Geen, Grant says:*

Bince leaving Milliken’s Bend they (the troops) have marched as much
by night as by day, through mud and rain, without tents or much other
baggage, and on irregular rations,

And on page 35 says—

Privations have been endured by men and officers as have rarely been
paralleled in any campaign.

The strain upon the Confederate forces was even greater
than that on the Federal. Gen. Stephen D. Lee says in his
report:t

The enemy had also from fifteen to thirty pieces of artillery in front of
my lines, which kept up a heavy fire during both day and night. There was
no relief whatever to our men who were confined for forty-seven days in

their narrow trenches without any opportunity of moving about, as there
was during the day a perfect rain of minie balls,

There must have been a perfect rain of cannon balls also
if we are to believe the reportof Geen. John C. Moore, C. S. A.:

Some idea may be formed of the artillery fire to which we were exposed
when I state that a small party sent out for that purpose collected some
2,000 shells near and in the rear of the trenches oceupied by our brigade.
This was soon after the siege began, and it was but a portion of those that
failed to explode. Only those who have tried it can tell the effect produced
on men by keeping them forty-seven days and nights in narrow ditches,
exposed to the scorching heat during the day, and often the chilly air and
dews of night.}

Gen. Louis Hebert says:

Forty-eight days and nights spent in trenches, exposed to the burning
sun daring the day and the chilly air of night, subjeet to a murderous
storm of balls, shells, and war missiles of all kinds, cramped up in pits and
holes not large enough to allow them to stretch their limbs; laboring day
and night; fed on reduced rations of the poorest kind of food.||

Sufficient has been said, I think, to establish the fact of
the extreme hardships of the campaign and of the privations
endured.

*Vol. 24, Part I, page 33, Official Records.
1Vol. 24, Part II, page 351.

}Ibid, page 382,

|I'Vol. 24, Part II, page 877, Official Records.
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Now, let us look for a moment upon the percentage of loss,
which in many of the engagements will compare favorably
with those of the most sanguinary European battles, either
in ancient or modern times.* Gen. Dodge, of the U. S, army,
in his “Caesar,”{ gives a table of casualties in some ancient
battles, citing twelve engagements in which there were en-
gaged from 5,000 to 50,000 by the offensive party, in which
the average percentage of lossis given at 274 per cent. At
Waterloo the French lost 21+ per cent,} and in the famous
charge of the Light Brigade at Balaklava the loss was but
67+ per cent, and this was but a cavalry dash of a few hun-

dred.||
The 17th Towa at Champion’s Hill lost in killed and

wounded 25 per cent of the number engaged (report of Col.
Hillis). Col. Holden Putnam, 93d Illinois, states the
strength of his brigade to have been 1,700 men, and his loss
at Champion’s Hill 510, 30 per cent. Col. E. S, Sampson, 5th
Towa,§ reports his loss to have been 27 per cent. Gen. Mec-
Ginnis reports his loss at Champion’s Hill to have been, in the
11th Indiana 36 per cent, 24th Indiana 40 per cent, and an
average per cent of the whole infantry force engaged, 26.20
per cent,

*In Fox's “Regimental Losses,” page 46, the percentage of losses in some of the
greatest wars and famous battles of the world are given. Inthe Franco-Prussian war
of 1870 the German loss is stated to have been 3.1 per cent. In the Crimean war the
allied armies are said to have lost 3.2 per cent—but in the American civil war theloss
of the Union forces is given at 4.7 per cent, and the Confederate 9 per cent.

At the battle of Gravelotte, the Germans lost in killed and mortally wounded 144
per cent, while Meade's loss at Gettysburg was 28 per cent, and Lee's considerably
more. All the historians, we believe, agree that Borodino was the bloodiest battle
sinee the introduction of gunpowder; the most credible statement of the losses sus-
tained places the French loss in killed and wounded at 21 per cent, and the Russian
loss at about 22 per cent.

Assuming that Pemberton had but 41,074 men at Vicksburg, his loss being 10,074
would make his percentage of loss (not including those surrendered) at 25+ per cent.
Gen. Stephen D. Lee, in “Publications of the Mississippi Historical Society,” says
Pemberton’s March (1863) returns, show, present for duty, 41,820, which agrees with
his total losses and the number surrendered. Grant had 45,000 men when he began
the eampaign and about 70,000 at the close of the siege ; hisloss was 10,014, or 14+ per
cent.

tDodge's **Caesar,"” page 781.

1Bourrienne, Vol. 4, page 180.

[MeCarthy's *“History of Our Times,” Vol. 2, page 576.

§Vol., 24, Part I1, page 316, Official Records.
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The 21st Iowa lost 113 in killed, wounded and missing
in the assault on the Confederate works May 22, 1863.* 1
am unable to determine satisfactorily the number engaged,
but assuming it to be the same as the 22d Towa, to-wit: 200,
its loss wounld be 56+ per cent. Lieut. Cooley of Company D
of the same regiment, in a recent letter states: ‘“When we left
for Jackson we had for duty about 160 men. Company D
left Vicksburg with 12 men and during the siege of Jackson
was reduced to 6 men.”

Sergeant E. B. Snedigar, of the same company in a re-
cent letter says: “In the record kept by Capt. Boardman I
find ‘our regiment lost fully one-half in killed and wounded
on the 22d of May.’”

Geo. Crooke, adjutant of the regiment, says in his “His-
tory of the Twenty-first Iowa,” on page 112, “The regiment
numbered for effective service less than 200 men and officers,
and arrived at Jackson mustering only 158 men for duty.”

In a letter received recently from Wm. Fobes, a private
in Company D, he states that he was the only private soldier
in the company reporting for duty at that time.

Lieut.-Col. Harvey Graham, of the 22d Iowa, says in a
communication addressed to Maj. Gen. McClernand, Sept. 1,
1863,+ that the strength of his regiment in the assault upon
the Confederate works May 22, 1863, was 200. The loss of
the regiment} was 164 or 82 per cent, far exceeding the loss
of the Light Brigade made famous by Lord Tennyson.

A useless and criminal loss occurred at Jackson, Miss.,
July 12, 1863, in the brigade commanded by Col. I. C. Pugh,
of the 41st Illinois, through the incompetency and criminal
negligence of Gen. Lauman. The brigade went into action
with 880 officers and men and lost 465 or 53 percent. Thus the
estimate placed upon his ability by C. A. Dana was verified.||

*Vol, 24, Part 11, page 161, Official Records.

1Vol. 24, Part I, page 178,

1Vol. 24, Part II, page 161,

|"Lauman is a brave man, but an ox is just as fit to command.” Official Records,
Vol. 24, Part I, page 108,
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The 3d Iowa lost on that day 47 per cent of those en-
gaged.

Col. Waul, of the Texas Legion, reports a loss of more
than one-third of his command.* Maj. Gen. John H. Forney
a loss in his division of 24 per cent. Gen. S. M. Bartont says
the loss in his brigade at Champion’s Hill was over 42 per
cent.

The troops marched from 12 to 28 miles per day; the 5th
Iowa, 16 miles for six consecutive days; Gen. Ewing's brig-
ade, 85 miles in three days—28 miles per day. Gen. Bowen
says that “Gen. Tracy’s brigade marched 100 miles, fought
for twelve hours an army of five times their number, and all
in the space of five days.”

When it is remembered that these men carried not only
their weapons and probably an average of forty rounds of
cartridges, their rations, such as they had, knapsacks, and in
fact furnished the transportation as well as the fighting ma-
chines for the army, it will readily be seen to what extreme
fatigue they were exposed, and to what a trial their endur-
ance was subjected.

By an act of the General Assembly of the State of Towa,
approved March 29, 1900, the governor was authorized to
appoint a commission “To ascertain and exactly determine
the positions of the Iowa troops in the campaign and siege
of Vicksburg.” Under the provisions of this act the govern-
or appointed a commission, of which the writer was elected
chairman. The commission visited Vicksburg in November,
1900, and duly located the several positions of the Iowa
troops. Commissioners from the states of Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Ohio, Minnesota, Missouri and Mississippi,
have also visited the park and located the positions of their
troops. Commissioners from the states of Texas, Tennessee
and Illinois will perform their work at an early date. It is

*Vol, 24, Part II, page 358, Official Records.
11bid, page 100,
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expected that commissions will be authorized and appointed
from every state which had troops in Grant’s, Pemberton’s
and Johnston’s armies. The State of Iowa was the second
state to locate positions, having been preceded a few days by
Massachusetts,

The following statement shows the Union military organ-
izations in the Vicksburg campaign:

Illinois—Infantry, 52; Cavalry, 10; Artillery, 15; total ... 77

Indiana—Infantry, 24; Cavalry, 2; Artillery, 2; total..... 28
Iowa—Infantry, 28; Cavalry, 2; Artillery, 2; total ....... 32
Eannan—ToTontey « oo vunvivamammnd pononaiaismmnsss o 1
Kentucky—Infantry, 3; Pioneers, 1; total..........cuvte 1
BT E T LR S i S o S RSP e e 3
Michigan—Infantry, 7; Artillery, 2; total.....oveueeen.. 9
Minnesota—Infantry, 3; Artillery, 1; total .............. +
Missouri—Infantry, 17; Cavalry, 3; Artillery, 7; total.... 27
New Hampehlrg—Infantry....carncesisnssasssssnnsessns 3
New York—Infantry, 8; Artillery, 1; total .............. 4
Ohio—Infantry, 26; Cavalry, 1; Artillery, 11; tetal ...... 38
Pennsylvania—Infantry, 4; Artillery, 1; total ........... 5
Bhodo Ieland—InfBntEyr s e sssssensinssvasnisssansine 1
Regulars—Infantry, 2; Artillery, 1; total.....coovuvuen.s 3
Wost Virginia—Infanbeys sissbnmes soriovsanvivsnsssioss 1

Wisconsin—Infantry, 13; Cavalry, 1; Artillery, 3; total .. 17

This makes an aggregate of 192 regiments or parts of
regiments of infantry, 19 regiments of cavalry, and 46 bat-
teries of artillery—257 organizations, not including eight
regiments of negroes in process of enlistment.

The Confederate strength under Gen. Pemberton at
Vicksburg was as follows:

Alabama—Infantry, 9; Artillery, 3; total............ IR
Arkansas—Infantry, 5; Cavalry, 1; Artillery, 2; total..... 8
Georgia—Infantry, 10; Artillery, 1;total..........c.c.... 11
Louisiana—Infantry, 7; Artillery, 18; total.............. 25
Missouri—Infantry, 5; Cavalry, 2; Artillery, 5; total..... 12
Mississippi—Infantry, 13; Artillery, 9; total............ 22
Maryland— At Iy e e e e ims s WL T e ;|
Tennessee—Infantry, 7; Cavalry, 1; Artillery, 8; total.... 16
Texas—Infantry, 3; Cavalry, 1; Artillery, 1; total ....... 5

Virginia—Artillery....ssvavsnononss cravaanines R 1




IOWA AT VICKSBURG. 285

This including “City Guards,” and “Partisan Rangers,”
credited to Mississippi, and, in the total, three companies
“paroled” as “Signal Corps,” with no state named, makes an
aggregate of 62 regiments or parts of regiments of infantry,
b of cavalry, and 49 batteries of artillery—116 organizations.
At the same time Gen. Johnston appears to have had with
him 85 regiments or parts of regiments of infantry, 3 of cav-
alry, and 14 batteries of artillery—102 organizations.

The following compilation of *“Classified Casualties” in
Towa troops during the siege of Vicksburg and connected
with the campaign from November, 1862, to the beginning
of the siege proper, and after the close of the same, July 4,
1863, to the evacuation of Jackson, Miss., July 18, 1863, was
furnished me by Adj. Gen. Melvin H. Byers, and is the work
of Major T. F. Stephens, that most efficient, painstaking and
obliging record clerk of the Towa adjutant general’s office.
1t is made from the written record of each regiment partici-
pating and will be found, I think, substantially correct. It
differs, however, in several particulars from the table furn-
ished by the United States Park Commission. This is nota-
bly true in the 21st, 23d, and 24th Infantry. It will thus
be seen that Towa lost 422 killed and 44 missing (who were
doubtless among the killed), 151 captured, and 1,816 wound.-
ed, a total of 2,433.
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Casualties classified in Towa organizations during the siege of Vicks-
burg, Miss., from May 19 to July 4, 1863, and in battles, raids, scouts, and
skirmishes prior to the siege and closely connected therewith, from Novem-
ber, 1862, and in the operations against Jackson, Miss., and its siege and
evacuation, July 17, 1863, as taken from the records and Adjutant Gen-
eral's Reports of 1867,

o | o
-_ @D @ m

2;%?:& Battles and Dates E E :E: ,E -

HMpee | B &2 B

|| o =&
2p Cav. [Holly Springs, Miss., Nov. 2,62 ... ol ees B 1 . ol
Holly Springs, Miss., Nov. 20,762 ...| ....| ... ..., 1 1
Linnville, Tenn., Nov. 24,762 ....... Y wawalis i 1
Water Valley, Miss., Dec. 4,762 ..... I = 4 [ - 2
Coffeeville, Miss., Dec. 5,762 ........ En 5 2 : | 8
Oxford, Miss, Dee. 5, 62 vvocos o ol e w5 1
Oxford, Miss., Dec. 30,62 .......... b 1 1 [ 6
Grand Junction, Miss., Jan. 13, %63 .. : 7 o 1
Grand Junetion, Miss., March 23, '63 &5 7 I S 1
Palo Alto, Miss., April 21,763 ....... - 6 6
Near La Grange, Tenn., April 25, '63. 4 1
Wall's Hills, Miss., May 14,763 ...... Bves 2 | 2
Gibsen’s Plantation, Miss., May 18,63/ .... 3 s 2
Santahoba, Miss., May 20, ’63....... . 2 2
Santahoba, Miss.,, May 23, '63....... 1 s 1
EEEA v e rith Lo s AW i 3 15 16 2| 36

|
3D Cav. |Clinton, Miss., July 8,768 .......... 1 1
Jackson, Miss., July 5,763 .......... TR 1 ;|
Totals: i vasios s e 1 i 2
4t Cav. Raymond, Miss., May 12, '63........ 1 3 .... 4
Raymond, Miss., May 25, '63........ o0 | 1 1
Mechanicesburg, Miss., May 24, '63. .. N 7 1 iR 1
Mechanicsburg, Miss., May 29, '63. .. v B 6
Mechaniesburg, Miss., June 6, ’63 .. B 1. 1
Mechanicsburg, Miss., June 29, 63 ..| .... B renal won 1
Black River, Miss., June 22,63 ..... 2 2| 24 ....] 28
Bear Creek, Miss., June 22,63%...... 7 B 9
Rear Vicksburg, Miss., June 27,763 .| ....| .... ol il
TOtRIR ssienne eyt s RIS BT 10 15| 27 52
Grand totals, 8 regiments cavalry .| 13| 81 43 3 90
8p InF. |On board steamer “Crescent City,”
near Island No. 82, July 18, '63.... p I 1 - 14
[Vicksburg, (siege of) May 18 to July

| 4,78 i v e I A
{Jackson, Miss., July 12,763 .........| 17| 62! 13 8 100
ST e [T T T B B T
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: 38| w
Organi- Battles and Dates G- 0 (B T = S - 1
zation L) ] B [ =
= = =]
4 E| S| 8| &
47 Inp Vicksburg or Chickasaw Bayou, Deec. .
2B. 80,762 . .ovivnan sesnrimansunse el 111 117
Arkansas Post, Jan. 11,763 . ........ . 1 1
Vieksburg (mege of) May 18 to July
£, BB . s name vrm s e es 2| 32 34
TORRIF - viviianin wavos cnansanes 8 144 152
srm Inw|Coffeeville, Miss., Dec. 5,'62.......- o s i
Jackson, Miss,, May 14, 63 -........ e 4 1 5
Champion’s Hill, Miss,, May 16, '63 .. 15 77 1 93
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July
I e i Y 27
Tl suiastinesiey Coveaayivs 19 1051 2 126
6rm Inw Black River Bridge and Jones Ford, ‘
July 3and 6,763 «.....covniinnnnn 1 12 2 1 16
Jackson, Miss., July 10, 11, 15, 16,63 4| 27 3i 5| 89
Near Jackson, Miss.,, May 13, 14,763.| ....| .... B s 2
P aBRIN o vnix pneanss i n s daeits o 5 a9 7 6l 57
8t Inw Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July
R R T e | | — 7
Jackson, Miss., July 10,11,12,16,%63 ....| 4| 11 15
EPBHRL Y o s w s nisison airie siv.a s mimsess wssetal| 0L bt 22
9rg In¥/Chickasaw Bayou, Dec. 29,62 ...... 3. 3
mGsburg (siege of) May 18 to July
08 crivenrsreanssenssnnsans vs 33, 95 . 128
Totals ........................ BRI 98] o o] ween] 181
10rE In¥/Champion’s Hill, May 16,63 ....... 35 137 2 1| 176
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 4, }
TR D e i e e ! [l ¢ i 1 30
Tokals +onrrsenrmrsas nestoreens 37| 164 2 2| 206
11t Inv|Vicksburg (siege of) May 4 to July 4,
s+, R —— i ] 1
Patale o g ¥ 05 su veas daass 1 s U
12t Inw Jackson, Miss,, July 11,63 ......... 6
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July
T s e e B Al 5
L1 1257 7T - O I Y = i g 4 6| . 11
13ra Iny Raymond, Miss.,, May 16,'63........ 1 . 1
|Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July
LS = e R 0 ) e 1
o 1] ¢ ARSI PRSP ESE SEp L 2
®  Mechanicsville, Miss., Haines' Bluff, e e
15Ta In¥| Miss,, Vicksburg (siege of) Black
River, May, June, July,’63........

*Record does not show any casualties in this regiment in the Vicksburg campaign.
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o | g
@ @
Organt. Battles and Dates =B B £l =
zation = = @ [
- 0 R B S
M| EBE|C|H| &
16T In¥ V:cksburg (siege of) May 18 to July
.............. .ses . 1 1| . 2
Totalu.. ...... AT T SO 1 i = 2
17t In¥|Jackson, Miss., May 14,68 ......... 17| 64 1 1| 83
Champion's Hill, May 16, '63 ....... 5 47 4 1l 57
Vickaburg (uleg-e of) May 18 to July
L R S S P AL e e b 24 Misvins 30
Fotallice covnionibosrarsnst vesses| 27| 185 6 2 170
197TH INF kY icksburg (siege of) May 18 to July
T R ERRE T i ATy . sens
Yazoo City, Miss., about July 14,°68] .-.: it %
Totals cccvens sasRssdareasesnnand Wees 1
20ra In¥ Vicksburg (uxega of) May 18 to July
L R R A P R L S .o i 5] . . 6
TotaIs.‘........................ 1 | - 6
21sr IN¥|Port Gibson, May 1,763 ...... Senane 1 18 8 ....] 17
Black River, May 17,%68.c.c00000... 7| 53 1 1] 62
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July
4.788.000.. Suaen nnmeatd e e e e 25| 172 3 1] 101
Jaokson, Miss., July 11, 17, '68...... 1 : | e 1 9
Tl T e A 34 146 7| 8 1189
22p In¥ Port Gibson, May 1,763 ............ | S 1 T 17
V:ckﬁbm'g (siege of) May 18 to July 4,
.............................. 84| 181 10 1| 176
Jackaon. Miss., July 17,768 ..c00 s e sl ad 3
i1 T SR R S S T 36| 153 10 1 200
23p Inr|Port Gibson, May 1,763 ............ 7] 16 RSSO
Black River, May 17,%68............ - B eeni] esse] SO
Milliken's Bend, June 7, '63..... .. 24 BT ] 48
Vicksbm-g (swge of) May 18 to July
G AT TN s B 4 1 Bl LBl w5 4
Toralaice.- - T R T g o] 43| 118 1 ....| §161
24rm Inr Milliken'’s Bend, April 27,763 .......| .... Misws 1
Port Gibson, MAY 1, %08 «ovevssnssco| onns dlecvon)iia. 4
Champion’s Hill, May 16, '63 ....... 45 104 X 156
Vioksbu.rg (siege of) May 18 to July
LB R R Tl ey R sens 7 - 7
Jacksou, Miss., May 14,763 ......... o  FEVETIN) (R 1
'I‘ot.als.......................... 45| 117 70 ....1 [|169

*Record shows no casualties.

1The U. 8. Commissioner’s figures, Art. 217,

1See Official Records, Part I, vol. 24, page 96. Loss 86,
§The U. 8, Commissioners’ figures, Art. 229,

IIThe U. 8. Commissioners' figures, Art. 200.
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Orggmi- Battles and Dates
zation

Wounded

25t Inw|Arkansas Post, Jan, 11, %68..........
Raymond, May 15, '63 eveh
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July

C o

Jackson, Miss., July 12, 18,63......
Totals .

281m Iny Port Gibeon, May 1,63
Champion’s Hill, May 16, 63
Vicksburg (siege of) May 18 to July
4,63
Jackson Miss, July 11 20,%63. .
Totals

30rm In¥ Chickasaw Bayou, Dee. 29, '62 .
Arkansas Post, Jan, 11, ’63
Champion’s Hill, May 18, '63 saes
Vickuhurg (siege of) Muy 18 to July
3,768 c 500 0is

hdI
8

31st Inv|Arkansas Post, Jan. 11, '63 I
mGsburg (mege of) May 18 to July
4,

No

34Tm Inr(Arkansas Post, Jan. 11, '63
On steamer “Nebraska' Jan. 25, 63 .
V;ckshurg (siege of) May 18 to July 4,

Totals...... ..... o his i > S e '

35tm In¥|Black River, July 4,63
Vieksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 4,

o
c.

Totals .................... saeman
38rm In¥ Vioksburg (siege of) May 18 to July 4,

UH Hw_:,, E”s,_,. e

*
40tm In¥

41| 2812

g{s Il s

Grand totals 28 regiments infantry| 406/ 1766

*Ordered to Haines’ Bluffs May 31, 63, to take part in Vicksburg campaign, but
had no casualties. In *“Army of Observation"—so called,

Yor. V.—10.
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: B| B| w
Oz:%?:: Battles and Dates m| Bl 5| 8| =
@& o - o ]
2l e Blgl 3
Ml BElol 2| &
Lt. Artil
1st BarPort Gibson, May 1,768 ........... ceee 3 3
Vlckaburg (siege of) May 18 to July 4
.............................. 1 5l . Tae 6
Totals..... ........... S iellee 1 Bleie] aunn 9
2p Bar|Jackson, Miss., May 14,763 ......... e e | R 1
mGsburg (siege of) May 18 to July 4,
1 1 4.... 5
MobalE ivivitosesinadsssnssun s 5 TR 6
Grand totals, 2 batteries artillery..| 2| 13 B T

SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE.

27tr In¥|Near Waterford, Miss., Nov., Dec., '62| .... 2 - R 1
291u Inr|Yazoo Pass, April, "63............. ’ L veva] wdwad we s |
88p Inry|Yazoo Pass, Feb., 68 ...cccvvnnnnns y i IR 7
36rH In¥[Yazoo Expedition, Feb., 63 ........ | wnealn R 4
Grand fotals, 4 regiments infantry 1 BI 9 «oee] 18
SUMMARY.
Cavalry, 8 regiments. ....... sesssenssntsass 13 31 43 3 20
Infantry, 28 regiments ......... Sy v e 406| 1766| 99| 41) 2312
Artillery, 2 batteries ....o00cviieiiiianane. | R | (R, [ 15
Infantry, 4 regiments (supplementary table). 1 6| 9 ... 16
GRARA SOUAI .. coveiinnennesnsiinssss 1422|1816 151] 44| 2433
Casualties at siege of Vieksburg (proper),
s P T R e i S 154 619 16| 8 797
Casualties all other engagements in the Vicks-
burg campaign from Nov. 1862, to July 18,
1863, aside from siege proper ............ _268) 1197) 135 36| 1636
Grand £otals........eurneeennsn Gt g 422 1816| 151 44| 2433

*Drowned in Tallehatchie river.
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Apsurant GENEEAL'S OFFIOE,
Dxs Moines, Iowa, October 16, 1901. ‘
Col. J. K. P, Thompson, Rock Rapids, Iowa:

Dear Coroner: Replying to your inquiry of October 15, I beg to sub-
mit the following list of organizations and troops furnished by the State
of Towa during the War of the Rebellion, as taken from Adjutant General
N. B. Baker's Report for 1865. M. H. Byers,

Adjutant General.
Organization Men Organization Men
1st Infantry, 8 mos........ 915 34th Infantry, 3 yrs 953
2d " 1247  35th 984
3d - . seveaes 1074  86th 986
4th 37th 914
5th 38th 910
6th : 39th 933
7th 40th y 900
8th 41st *battalion 294
9th 1st Cavalry, 3 yrs......... 1478
10th 2d il - 1394
11th 3d 1360
12th 4th 1227
13th 5th 1245
14th SN 6th 1125
15th 3 7th 562
16th 8th 1284
17th 3 9th 1178
18th *Bioux City Cavalry, 3 yrs... 93
19th £ Co. A 11th Penn, Cavalry 3 yrs 87
20th . 1st Bntl.ery, 3 yrs 149
21st 2d 123
224 3d P 142
23d ) 4th - o 152
24th ¢ 1st Towa African Inf or 60th
25th g 903
26th Dodge s Brigade Band 14
27th £ Band of 2d Iewa Infantry... 10
28th i 44th Infantry, 100 da_‘,rs 867
20th 45th " 912
30th 46th 9 892
31st 47th “ 884
32d 48th (battalion) * 346
33d
RN Lo w506 o v e 56,344

Enlistments as far as reported to January 1, 1864, for the older Towa
regiments ....

Enlistments of Jowa men in regiments of other states

Re-enlisted veterans for different regiments........... e RN

Addittonn]l entMmmeRtE < ... poccaion sorsrenenysassens sevsesEensnn
Brought forward

Grand total men furnished

NoTE—The 42d and 43d regiments of Infantry were ordered raised and numbers
assigned (42 and 43) but they were never filled. Those (few) enrolled for these num-
bers were distributed as recruits among old regiments.

*Afterwards consolidated with 7th Cavalry.
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Geeneral summary of casualties in the Union forces dur-
ing the operation against Vicksburg, May 1 to July 4, 1863,
as shown by the Official Records:

The aggregate loss, including the battles of Port Gibson, Raymond,
Jackson, Champion’s Hill, Black River, Milliken’s Bend, and Vicksburg, and
numerous skirmishes in the meantime, was 10,014,

Summary of the casualties of Confederate forces in the
Vicksburg campaign, as shown by the Official Records:

Port Gibson, Bmith’s and Btevenson’s divisions .......c.ovvvunn. . 8382
ST s s s o -0 daluran da sl ae wuol v b d habvsannescasssanas R 514
Jankeon, MAY T4 cooovicsrescnniarsninsesosion oy T 845
OESITIGE RN oo s sivvprsvis seas vasavs i el oa s R ERE e 3,624
BNk RIvOr BRI v v x 10 aBpine o 5 v dy o500 b aide suniamas Sa il ves oa 1,024
Vicksburg (Baldwin, Vaughn and Dockery not reporting)......... 2,872
Milliken's Band ..o vscsssasnbon snss sacosnssarsssannns sosotannae 725
Partial report of Baldwin and Vaughn........cooviiviniinanna., 40

Totll:icscinsravassransvasamnse suesrsees sese s s BA s E R e e 10476
FEIROBY TOBR: o 52s 0000 we womuneduenicn cosasnva a VETE G ane g as s 10,014

Exoess of Oonfederate loBB.c.. v iveevsiciinsscancncannnens 462
Surreniiersd Bl VIoEsUORE lsxesssvabvsiives isanvaaaannsinainsssss 29,491
Captured by expeditionary armies.........oocvvievsnncioneannans 1,147
Killed, wounded and missing (s above)...ceeeeeriuriiiiinnnnnans 10,476

Total Oanfedonnto IO . s« dafenes o os ianastins vsnas s oun, 41,114

Add to this those not reported and those who died in
hospitals before paroling could be completed, and those who
escaped or concealed themselves, together with the strag-
_glers, and one can readily reconcile the numbers with those
given by Gen. Badeau.*

*Official Records, Vol. 24, Part I, page 58.

IN A word, we may gather out of history a policy no
less wise than eternal, by the comparison and application of
other men’s forepassed miseries with our own like errors
and ill-deservings.—Sir Walter Raleigh.
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