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the alisence of the visiting committess, and Lad the sunport of Kasson,
Irish, Hale, Stone and orhers, who favored the measuere, hut ns YOu sugess
the DIl was introduced tou Live 1 the seesion fo get Jt thranch, notwithe
standing it was Tavorably reported from the Tudiciary Comnnittee,  The
bill was a short one, <tmply providing for the appuiviinent of the exam-
iners and defiaing their duties, which were largely advisory @ and with he

definite purpose of doing vwny with the junketing busivess aod having

the institutions ofmelally visitod whe they are not on dress prrade, ex-

ative Committee, Conld there bave Leon

pecting the coming of o Loyt
action on the wesswre a1 the finwe it was presented, T hive no doubs
but that its general seope wounld Lave beer widened, aud thut the preineiple
of the present lnw governlng tihe comral end management of anp Stute
Tustitutions would heve heon drsely embadied dnits provisians,  Ar least
It iy a falr presumption that the BT presented inthe House in 1570 was
the initial eort in lows teward the establishment of our present Board
of Control polley of dealing with oor State Tnstitutions.

ECONOMIC ASPLCTS OF WORKNIN PURE SCTENCE
The utter groundlessness of muach of he eriticizsm {re-

quently heard against the work

in pure or theoretien seience
ng carried on in some depariments of our colleges and state

scientitic burecaus nowhere fnds bhetior exemplifieation than
in a recent article which appeaved in the Ameriean Monthly
Review of Reviews, by Dr. Charles R, Keves, anative of our
State and long a resident of Des Moines, 1t may be ob.
served in the present eonneetion, that it is doe chiefly to the
energy of Dr. Koeves that the present Geologiesl Survey of
Towa wag organized. This State Tnsiltution which has al-
ready accomplished so mnch valuable work cancerning the
natural resources af cur State, Lag boen adopted as o madel
upon which a dozen other states, duringe the last fen yenrs,
have established similar orgamizitions,

The Geological survey of lowa, as well as the similar in-
stitution of onr 11!.‘1;,:]15)-.)?. Mizsouri, to which Dr. Keyes was
called from Lowa to take the chisrge, conducted amon many
other very techuical and selentiiie vestigntions, o long
series of experiments upon the properties of the varions
clays of the reglon and (heir rovlogienl and areal disiriba-
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tion, It has, no doubt, appeared foreign to the purpose of
n slate burean to either enfer into such purely technical
phases of u clay examination, as the determination of the
causes of plasticity, the eritical temperatures of vitrifieafion,
the chemical compositions. the fusibility, the charneter ol
the shrinkage. and many other factors that might be men-
tioned,  Fqually foreign {o the subject may seem some
phases of the purely geological investigutions relative to the
clavs,  The practical bearings of cither one of theze two
distinet lines of technieal Inquiry when taken alone might
have long remuined anutilized. But by working them along
parallel and dependent s foe uselulness of both is made
immediate. By combining the results we get, not only one
of the fairy talex of science, but a story of vastly usetul
import,

The beauty of it all iz the extreme simplicity of the
practical application of the prineiples established.  These
are brie{ly cutlined in Dr. Keyes™ article which we copy
elsewhere. The main point 1o be inpressed s the fact that
in those innumerable swales and shallow prairie drainage
hasing, with whicl 1he entire sarfaee of Tows abounds, and
in which. during a part of the yenr the roads are simply im-
passable, there exists the very material to render them, the
vear avound, med at very slight expense, equal to the hest
aml most expensively paved streets of onr eities.

A proposition g0 simple, so universally applicable, o
enduring, must appeal strongly {o every one interested in the
improvement of our country roads, The wide interest awak.
ened by the artiele s amply demonstrated by hundreds of
letters of tuquiry received by Dr. Keyes, from all parts of the
country.  Tn our own State, when some such systemn of im-
provement is fully begun a new chapter will have been added
ro our historieal recard.

Mawuten Near Bloomingten, on the I7th inst., by Rev,
Mr. Stocker, Dro Wl L. Swith to Miss Susan, daughter of
Sx-Goveruor Lucas.—Davenport (10T Gazette, Oefoher
Y1842,

o



Copyright of Annals of Towa is the property of State of Towa, by & through the State Historical
Society of Towa and its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a

listserv without the copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print,
download, or email articles for individual use.



