EDITORISL DEIARTMENT. 3
THE ORIGIN OF BOARD OF CONTROL REFORM.

Tt hos berome an intercsting question with bistorieal
sindents 1o traeo baek the wovement for a Board of Control
of thee charitable, reformmtory, and penal iustifntions of this
State fo its origing Among others, our contributor, Mr
Frovk 1. Herriott, undertool this sk, Thiz work led him
tooaearelnl study of Tegi=htive procecdings for somcthing
more than thirly vears hack, Ta the Journad of the House
of Represeniatives of (Marel 2L IST00 page 02 he found
the following ftem o = Mr Hhunter (Hond Johin D Hunter,
repregentative from Humitton county) introdueed House
File No. 3020 A bill for anoact 1o ereade 1 State Board of
Exanduers and to detine their duties. Read s first and
soeeond thne and referred to the committes on Ways and
Menna,”  Thix bill cume =0 late in the session, and being
withal., o marked and distinet an nmovation. its passage
conld not be secured. I answer to inquiries. Mr. Hunter
wrote o full explination of the whaole matter which appears
in an elaborate moneograph by Mro Herriott on @ Justitu-
tional Expenditares in the State Budgets of Town” now ap-
pearing in the Quarterly Bulletin of fowa State Institutions
igsued by the Board of Control¥  His statement is so perti-
nent to the subjeet. and withal so clearly and tersely stated,
that it would seencio establish »a point ol bistory,” We
therefore copy it in full:

Thie bill wx I oretcemier, provided for fhe appointiment by the Gav.
ervor of throe wen to et a8 o Bonred of Siate Examiners to fregquently
visit and inspeet the condition of the various State Instituiions with a
view of presoling grenter efficiency and economy in thair wanagement,
One purpose of the measure was o inaupurate some means to do oaway
with the beemniad funketing trips of threcfounhs of the members of tie
Legislatery to the Seate Toseltutions, and to heing abeut a method of gens
cral ruporvision that would be less vapeosive and fay nore otffective in

correcting abnses and in promeotiog the wellire of the fustitutions, The
theory wis shmilar i genersl purpese to the prosent Biate Board of Con-
trod, abthoush not so broad or definite in s seape. [ oonecived the fden

of getting up the Lill througeh talking with nwmbers of the House daring
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the alisence of the visiting committess, and Lad the sunport of Kasson,
Irish, Hale, Stone and orhers, who favored the measuere, hut ns YOu sugess
the DIl was introduced tou Live 1 the seesion fo get Jt thranch, notwithe
standing it was Tavorably reported from the Tudiciary Comnnittee,  The
bill was a short one, <tmply providing for the appuiviinent of the exam-
iners and defiaing their duties, which were largely advisory @ and with he

definite purpose of doing vwny with the junketing busivess aod having

the institutions ofmelally visitod whe they are not on dress prrade, ex-

ative Committee, Conld there bave Leon

pecting the coming of o Loyt
action on the wesswre a1 the finwe it was presented, T hive no doubs
but that its general seope wounld Lave beer widened, aud thut the preineiple
of the present lnw governlng tihe comral end management of anp Stute
Tustitutions would heve heon drsely embadied dnits provisians,  Ar least
It iy a falr presumption that the BT presented inthe House in 1570 was
the initial eort in lows teward the establishment of our present Board
of Control polley of dealing with oor State Tnstitutions.

ECONOMIC ASPLCTS OF WORKNIN PURE SCTENCE
The utter groundlessness of muach of he eriticizsm {re-

quently heard against the work

in pure or theoretien seience
ng carried on in some depariments of our colleges and state

scientitic burecaus nowhere fnds bhetior exemplifieation than
in a recent article which appeaved in the Ameriean Monthly
Review of Reviews, by Dr. Charles R, Keves, anative of our
State and long a resident of Des Moines, 1t may be ob.
served in the present eonneetion, that it is doe chiefly to the
energy of Dr. Koeves that the present Geologiesl Survey of
Towa wag organized. This State Tnsiltution which has al-
ready accomplished so mnch valuable work cancerning the
natural resources af cur State, Lag boen adopted as o madel
upon which a dozen other states, duringe the last fen yenrs,
have established similar orgamizitions,

The Geological survey of lowa, as well as the similar in-
stitution of onr 11!.‘1;,:]15)-.)?. Mizsouri, to which Dr. Keyes was
called from Lowa to take the chisrge, conducted amon many
other very techuical and selentiiie vestigntions, o long
series of experiments upon the properties of the varions
clays of the reglon and (heir rovlogienl and areal disiriba-
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