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Letters were rleo received from Mayoer Jemes Brenton of Dles Moines. }
Col. G. W, Crosley of Webster Citr, Col. W, &, Dungan of Chariton. Hou. |
Charles Lindermaun of Clarinda, ex-clerk of the supreme court, Hou. Bu- |
gene Becor of Ferest Oity, Newton R, Parvin of Cedar Kapids, Hon, Tsaac

Braznidt of Des Moiues, Prof, B, F. Shatbaugh of lowa City, and others,

A VALUABLE COUNTY HISTORY.

Des Maines, o His-
tory of Dickinson Connty, Towa, which we believe will take rank among

There has lately been issued from the Kenvon Pross

the valuable warks of local history hitherto pablished in one State, Tt was

written by Hon, Hodney A Bmith, a piencer setider. who has resided on

thie bank of West Okobojt lake since the massaore of the settlers in 1357,

Mr. Bmith was a soldier in the relief expoedition of 1857, awd represented
Dickinsou, Emmet, Palo Alto and Clay connties in the twelfth gencral as-

le exeeption, the ollest Hving resident of that

sembly,  He iz, with g sing
county.  No mau could bre better inforimned upon the history of that region,
“aliof which he suw and prrt of which be was' During the intervening

years—maore than the lifetime of o geceration ~he has collected the Gaty

for this his life-work. The county and its thriving towns and villages hive
grown ap under his obscevation.  For many years he knew the must of its
people and has nlways heen constantly in touch with itz growing icterests,
While he makes no pretension to scholarshin, bis work 1eils 4 coutinuous
story of growth and development, progress and improvement, froin the
dars of the white settlenents which immediefely followad the ITndian trou-
Lles until the present thne,  Tes 600 pages are a repository of facts.

The work opens with a full history of the Tudian treubies of that region,
of which the massacre and relief expedition were the chief fratures.
This nurrative fills eleven of the chaprers.  Mr. Swith has copicd freely
from the writings of other observers, as Gov, . (L Carpenter, Hon. John
. Puncombe, Capt. Charles B. Richards, Dieut, John N. Maxwell, W. K.
Lagghlin, Mrs. Sharp, and the pages of Toe Asvars or Lowa, but always
with due eredit.

The settlement eud orgrnizetion of the county run threugh five ehap-
tars and are especiully full and conmplete.

Five ar siz chupters nre devoted to Indian troubles in the northwesi
during the eivil wir, inclading the serviee of the border brigede,  Afwer
the civil war the resumption of settlement was like begiuning auew,

Anether interesting wpisode was the grasshopper luvasion. which occu-
pies two chapters, and hore again the author copies from the graphic ac.
count of Gtov. Carpenter,

Biv chapters are devoted to the various towns in the county, of which
Bpirit Lake is the foremost.

There is a very intercsting ehapter on railroads, detailing at longth the

etforts of the people to have them extended futo that region.
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Two chapters are given to fish rnd game, their original statns and rapid
dienppearance, and the efforts put forth te preserve them.  The history of
fish and pame in Towa, and the attempts to proprgate the food fishes, are
rerliy epitomized by Mr. Smith,

Fhis work is illustrated with exeellent portraits of seversd people whao
were promineut in the Bpirit Lake expedition, and there nre wany half.
tones uf seenery ahout the varions Inkes,  The book is i beantiful une, re.
Hecting mueh eredit upoen the anthor and peblishers, It deserves n wide
sale in northwestern Towa, of which it presents a very full hietory. The
purpose of Mr. Smith hus been to uarrate facts and ineidents, as he kuew
them to have transpired, and not ko ke it in any sense a vehicle of per-
sonul adalation, like too wany of the so-called county hiztories,

This event, which was annonneed in Toe ANNaLs for
January last, teek place at Council Bluffs, the home of Cal,
W. H. Kinsman before he entered the Union army. on the
15th of May last. It was one of the most important histor-
ical events that has taken place in recent vears on the Mis.
souri slope.  Primarily it was the inspiration and work of
Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, though he found hundreds of will-
ing hands to assist him in the patriotic undertaking, Tt was
paid for from contributions by Col. Kinsman's old comrades
of the tth and 23d Towa Infantry regiments, a labor of love
on their part,  The monvment was made From n desion drawn
by Gen. Dodge. Tt iz a most synuuetrical and heantiful
gray granite pillar, 20 feet in hight, The base is 4 foet 6
inches square.  The word “Kinsman™ stands ont in large
letters on the second base, and a bronze medallion portrait
of the soldier was placed upon the die.  The monwment also
has several tasteful decorations engraved upon the granite.
There was a great procession to the cemetery, in which old
and voung soldiers, children from the public schaols, and eit-
izens genernlly pariicipated.  Gen. Dodee called the nssem-
blage surrounding the monument to order and spoke s fol-
lows:
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