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ing the splendid portrait,  On hehalf of the State. in an
cloquent address, this gift was appropriately accepted by Gov-
ernot Albert 13, Cummins, whoe also to somc extent reviewed
higdistinguished career. The closcst attention was given to the
gpeikers by the sudience.  The hall was well filled and the
assemblage wag presided over by Hone I3 Casady, a State
Senator of 1%45-30, who left his impress upon those times
by reporting and ecenring the passage of a bill which pre-
seribed the geographical limits and provided names for fifty
of the counties in the western half of Towa,  Judge Spring-
er's autobiography was printed in Tue Assars, Vol 11 3d
scries, pp. 5683, and his name will be fonnd in the indexes
of ull the volames. The reception of this excellent portrait
thus rounds oub the efforts of relatives, apprecintive [riends,
and the State, to keep green the memory of the illustrions

pioneer,

A LIFE OFF THEODORE 8. PARVIN.

Shortly after the death of this distinguished ploneer, the
subject of writing his biography was discussed to some ex.
tent, bt mainly, ns we suppose, in Masouic circlez. While
his life was go largely devoted to Masonry, he was vet a large
factor in the early history of the Territory and State, ag well
as in its educational development in later years,  Few long
lives aro so completely devoted ta the public service and the
public welfare.  And now that some time has elupsed sinee
he went to his grave, full of vears and honers, those who
knew him intimately can form a fair judgment as to the value
of the story of Lis life.  In these times the rush of events
soon covers every grave with the mantle of oblivien, but
wherever we have heard the sabjeet dizcussed, an carnest
desire is invariably expressed thaf ihe siory of Prrviu's life
shall be told, for the bencfit of future generations, and the
preservation of much valuable history.  Primarily, this task
should be undertaken under the auspices of the Mazouic
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Order, but the story of his useful career in other fielids of
effort and wsefniness should by no means be neglected. It
is to he hoped that this subject may receive carly attention
from the Masonic Grand Lodge, as well as from his more

inrmediate friends,

DEWEY AND INGHAM.

During the years of the civil war in which the State of
Towa was Ineurring heavy expenditures incident fo the rais-
ing, arming, subsisting, and sending to the front her volun.
teer soldicrs, she had the services of two moen—Johin N
Dewey and Sehayler R Ingham- who deserve to be held in
grateful remenbrance.  They were members of the baard of
commissioners named as such in the Grst section of chapter
LT Taws of the extrnsession of the Sth general nssembly, -an
act providing for avditing all acconnts and dishursements
arising under the call for volunteers from Lows, aud also for
all men organived as State militia of Towa™  This acl was
approved May 24, 1841, These gentlomen were associated
at tiues with other well-known business men in the discharge
of their onerons and most responsible duties, but the con-
census of opinion daring these years gave them the largest
medsure of credit for the excellent work performed by the
commizsion.  In thiz work they =did the State some ser-
viee, o fnet which was known aind appreciated in every o
munity from whivh soldiors enlisted for the Union armies
This fuvolved greal expepse and men were fuund quite ready
to make money”™ by it But when an aceount came to be
actod wpon by Pewer and Ingham it had to pass through a

most eritical ordeal, thoush they were never charged with

seting unjustly, or inow spivit of parrow, pinching ceconomy.
Fach was a man of poeslfive eonviellons, awd Trom their de-
termination to pay ne padded bills against the State or gen-
eral government they could not be swerved in the smaliest

degree,  Poerbaps the highest compliment that cun be paid
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