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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

THE INDIAN CHIEF POWESHIEK.

McKenney and Hall, in their “Indian Tribes of North

America,” present a portrait of this ‘“celebrated brave of the

Musquakie or Fox nation,” from which our engraving was

made, but their biographical memoranda is very brief. They

say that he was a “daring warrior, and held a respectable
standing in council, as a man of prudence and capacity,” but

add that “nothing very striking in his history has reached
us.” These authors spell the name “Powasheek,” explain-
ing that it signifies “To wash the water off.”

The late Judge A. R. Fulton, however, in his “Red Men

of Towa,” writes more at length of this noted Indian, whose
name was given to one of our richest inland counties, quot--

ing freely from the late Col. S. C. Trowbridge of Iowa City,

“who knew him personally.” He spells his name “Powe-

shiek,” stating that it signifies “The Roused Bear.” Judge
Fulton devotes three pages to such biographical details as
‘were familiar to Col. Trowbridge, which are undoubtedly
correct. From 1843 to 1845 Poweshiek made his home in

the vicinity of the present city of Des Moines. He removed
south with his people in the latter year, stopping awhile in
Missouri, but later settled in Kansas. The date of his death

is unknown.

TWO HISTORIC PORTRAITS.

Since issuing the last ANNaALS the Historical Department

has received oil portraits of James Harlan, the illustrious
-Senator, and Francis Springer, the distinguished jurist who
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igso well remembered as president of the Towa Constitutional
Convention of 1857, The porfrait of _\Ir. Marlan wes pure
chased by the legislature from Mrs, NOC) Deering, of Osage.
It was painted in the Tuter qixtivs or early seventivs by (o
stantine Brumidi, a fomous Gre !\ Pradian artist, who did nnt
iive to complite the froseos which he projeeted i the rotands
of the Natlonal Capitel nt Washington, [ Mro Dhering's
earlivr residence in the tedernd eity, while he was o ing us
aclerk imoone of the depurtments Lo voluntorrad fo sseist
Mro Hoarban as an mnamuensis, That was in the cra ol -
fashioned economy. before the davs of privide seeretario= and
multiplivd clerksiips. For this waork, Wim-h continued some
wonths, Mro Deoving deelined torecebve iy compenantion,
Mr. Harlan, however, made Mr. andd MI'.A, I)wrin;; oopresent
of o swm of money to which they decided to wdd sutteiont 1o
gocnre this portrait. Afterwards, Mro Deoring was choctol g
menber of the U0 s House of Representatives, where he

gerved three terme, Hiz death oceurred severnd venrs g,

: ot
¢

gluce wihich tow this portratt has romabed Tnothe S
Tederee st Osagrnes AL e request ol the writers Moz, Deoringe

sent it the Histovieal Art Gallery, wh

VTR

vre it Bad e hang-
ing by thatof his great colloagre DWW Grines, The sulient
wax hrought to the attention of the lesisbioore, wion ooeon-
current resolution was adopted. providing for no Joint o
wittee to consider the nnttor of s parehase. The comnit-
tec peported In favor of purchasing the portrait, at nocosl of
SLonn. Phis report was adopted by both houses amd the
sum was accepted by Mrs Decring, The portrait is an ex-
cellent dkencss of My, tharlan as he ulliwnrwd whiie in e
U, = Beaate, With ihe execplion of James W Me DI
Jegsge: B Howell and Jonathan 1 I):alli‘-'ur. the Niate now
owns o portraits of our 178, Senators, and Tor the most
part they are exeellent pniutings,

The portrait of Judge Franeis Springer was painted by
Louis Mayer, nowell known nrtist of Milwuukeo, Wis I

was received with the following letter, which exphuins it=eil:
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Des Morses, May 7. 1602,
Hoxn, Ciasnrs ALphicH. Curator Historieal Depurtnient of losa, Des
Medines, Towa
Loy Sier The children of Francis Springer huve thaught thnt they
conld in no way hetter honer Iis name, wor serve the Suate more aseepta-
By, thas by otfering kis porvenit to jt Historical Department, to bo placed

sy those of the ten witi whons by was assceied for ooere than Salf

fowe tey, on the ballding of this grent State. The fac of having been

Phae assoeinted Jnso erned nowork wiesgecounted by him the highestboner

of bis decining yourse The portrait, of which we herewsth bepacerptanes
fur the State, was painted by Loviz Mayer, of dilwankee It will be for-
waily presented on onr behudf by our futher's oliest surviving friend. the
voneralle pastar, Do Wailinm Selter, who sinee the State began. bas s

istered to the Jors and =orrows of her peonle, amd whese voiee has beeg

¥

hoarl, b wornds of camfort, at the rtricken firetdes of s eany whe helped

toomiake Tor bistary whnt it (s May hiis grand old age be brirht with the

Browheige that sl Juwa elaiuis hing as o frovnd, ural that vowns and ohd

Wl Soove, Bonar und revere B

With gront respect, v are. fnithfuily yours,
Fruasg Sentsarn, Las Vewss, N 3L
ARTHUN ReursG ek, Wapeho, Towa,
CHalLE+ SERINGEL, Springer. No M.
NEnpiy SrurNars Leo s, Colwnbus Janetion, s,

O ihe above date, and on bebalf of the children of Fran.

eis Springer, nothe Towa Historieal Art Galiery, this por-
trait was presented by the Rev. Dr. Witham  Salter, of
jurlington. For this oveaslon it had been hung on the
north wall, and draped with the benutiful American flag
which foated over the National House of Representatives
on the occasior: of the memorial services in honor of the
late President MeWinlev,  Dro Salter gave his hearers an
intoresting sketeh of the life of Francis Springer, with a
juelicial estimate of his worth as a man and of hix valuable
garvices to the Btate. [t was noticcd that the veteran clergy.
man, new in his ¥let vear, read his nent and beautifal man.
useript without the nid ol glasses, This manuseript is now
in the Historienl Department. and is to be placed in a fine
binding and preserved as a precious zouvenir of an interest.
ing historieal ovent. At the eonelusion of his address, the
knot was loosened by Mrs, Nelllo Springer Letts, daughter

of the statesman. and the Hag gracefully descended, unveil-
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ing the splendid portrait,  On hehalf of the State. in an
cloquent address, this gift was appropriately accepted by Gov-
ernot Albert 13, Cummins, whoe also to somc extent reviewed
higdistinguished career. The closcst attention was given to the
gpeikers by the sudience.  The hall was well filled and the
assemblage wag presided over by Hone I3 Casady, a State
Senator of 1%45-30, who left his impress upon those times
by reporting and ecenring the passage of a bill which pre-
seribed the geographical limits and provided names for fifty
of the counties in the western half of Towa,  Judge Spring-
er's autobiography was printed in Tue Assars, Vol 11 3d
scries, pp. 5683, and his name will be fonnd in the indexes
of ull the volames. The reception of this excellent portrait
thus rounds oub the efforts of relatives, apprecintive [riends,
and the State, to keep green the memory of the illustrions

pioneer,

A LIFE OFF THEODORE 8. PARVIN.

Shortly after the death of this distinguished ploneer, the
subject of writing his biography was discussed to some ex.
tent, bt mainly, ns we suppose, in Masouic circlez. While
his life was go largely devoted to Masonry, he was vet a large
factor in the early history of the Territory and State, ag well
as in its educational development in later years,  Few long
lives aro so completely devoted ta the public service and the
public welfare.  And now that some time has elupsed sinee
he went to his grave, full of vears and honers, those who
knew him intimately can form a fair judgment as to the value
of the story of Lis life.  In these times the rush of events
soon covers every grave with the mantle of oblivien, but
wherever we have heard the sabjeet dizcussed, an carnest
desire is invariably expressed thaf ihe siory of Prrviu's life
shall be told, for the bencfit of future generations, and the
preservation of much valuable history.  Primarily, this task
should be undertaken under the auspices of the Mazouic
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