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EDWIN T. MEREDITH

From an oil painting from life by Karl Albert Buehr, 1826, in the collections of the
lowa Historical, Memorial and Art Department.




NOTABLE DEATHS

Epwix Tuaomas Merepira was born at Avoca, Iowa, December 28,
1876, and died in Des Moines June 17, 1928. Burial was in Glendale
Masonic Cemetery. His parents were Thomas Oliver and Minnie
Minerva (Marsh) Meredith. Much of his vouth was spent on his
father’s farm in Cass County. He attended common school in that
county and was a student in Highland Park College, Des Moines, in
1893-94. On leaving college he entered employment in the office of the
Farmers Tribune, then being published in Des Moines by his grand-
father, Thomas Meredith, From 1896 to 1902 he was publisher of the
Tribune. In 1902 he established Swuceessful Farming, an agricultural
monthly paper that at once entered on a phenominal career. In 1903
the Dairy Farmer, semi-monthly, and in 1922 Better Homes and Gar-
dens, monthly, were added to the Meredith publications, the combined
circulation of the three being some two million copies. Mr. Meredith
was a director in the Towa Trust and Savings Bank, a director in the
Towa National Bank, a director in the National Life Association, had
been president of the Des Moines Chamber of Commerce, a director
of the Chamber of Commerce of the United States, a director of the
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, president of the Associated Advertising
Clubs of the World, and had lent his abilities and energies to many
other public enterprises. His political affiliation was with the Demo-
cratic party. In 1914 he was a candidate for the Democratic nomina-
tion for United States senator, but was defeated in the primary by
Maurice Connolly. In 1916 he was his party’s candidate for governor,
but was defeated by W. L. Harding. In November, 1917, he was ap-
pointed by Secretary McAdoo a member of the Board of Excess Profits
Advisers, and in Oclober, 1919, was appointed by President Wilson a
member of the Industrial Conference. In January, 1920, President Wil-
son appointed him to the Cabinet as secretary of agriculture, in which
position he served to the end of the administration, March 4, 1921. In
1924, although he did not formally announce his candidacy for president,
his friends in the Democratic National Convention supported him so
that on the one hundred and first ballot he stood third choice with 180
votes, with John W. Davis 816 and Oscar W. Underwood 229. His in-
fluence in public and private life was on the side of prohibition of the
liquor traffic. His contribution to the cause of improved agriculture was
important. He was an inspiration to numberless, young and old, and
lived a life of great usefulness,

Georae Freverick Parxer was born in Lafayette, Indiana, Decem-
ber 80, 1847, and died in New York City May 81, 1928. Burial was at
Shelbyville, Indiana. His parents, Thomas W. and Eliza Ann (Kirk)
Parker, removed with their family to a farm near Carlisle, Warren
County, Towa, in 1854. As a boy George F. worked on the farm in
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