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Facsimile of the record of the proclamation putting into effect the Constitu-
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Governor of the State of Iow: The original manuseript with signatures and
official impression of the Great Seal of the State of lowa is not in the Archives
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Vor. XIV, No. 8 Dys Moixes, JANUARY, 1924 Trirn Series

THE CONSTITUTION OF IOWA IN FACSIMILE
By Epcar R. Harvan

The AxnaLs in the present issue secks to fix the legibility of,
the Constitution of 1857 and amendments through reduced fac-
simile. It is a bound manuscript of forty pages, nine and one-
half by fifteen inches in size, the seript very large and on a scale
with the pages. The paper is not uniform in its color, the yellow of
age being more ]:rv.)m,mm-ud on some than on other sheets. The
ink is becoming brown and in places the colors already contrast
so little that with the best ray filter and finest lens, the photo-
graphic plate will not reccive impressions. This condition, of
course, will increase with time.

There is value in this reproduction to those interested in the
mechanics of writing. The Constitution, adopted in 1857, was
engrossed in longhand. The first five amendments, adopted in
1868, the sixth in 1880, and the seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth
in 1884, are all engrossed in longhand. But the eleventh and
twelfth, adopted in 1904, the thirteenth in 1907, and the four-
teenth in 1915, were engrossed in typewriting.

Intending to record the present state of this valuable docu-
ment, we did nothing to increase its legibility. The text of the
Constitution is in print in countless numbers. Its meaning has
been litigated and judicially defined in almost its every word.
But the exact appearance of our basic law is familiar to few.

This reproduction resulted from a remark of Hon. John M.
Rankin, representative in the General Assembly from Lee
County, in the Forticth Extra session. Upon his inspection of
the old document he said: “The youth of Iowa should be shown
this instrument and taught a reverence for it. It is not too sacred
to admit of reading and interpretation by any teacher in any
school, whatever his culture, creed, or character. And it is too
sacred not to be carried to the attention and into the intelligence

of every one of the two and a quarter millions of us,”
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