
EDITORIAL 898

WILLIAM H. NOHKIS was born in Stoneliam, Middlesex County, Massa-
chusetts, February 3, 1857, and died at Manchester, Iowa, August 20,
1922. He was brought by his parents in their removal to Linn County,
Iowa, in 1861, where they located on a farm. He attended public school,
taught country schoül and attended Cornell College at intervals, took a
course in a husiness college in Davenport, and in 1882 was graduated
from the Law Department of the State University of Iowa. The same
year he commenced the practice of law at Manchester. The next year
he formed a partnership with A. S. Blair. In 1888 George W. Dunham
joined the firm, which then hecame Blair, Dunham & Norris. In 1894
when Mr. Blair went on the district bench the firm became Dunham,
Norris & Stiles, which continued until 1912 when Mr. Dunham went on
the bench. Mr. Norris was a delegate to the Republican National Con-
vention of 1884. In 1891 he was elected representative and served in
the Twenty-fourth General Assembly, taking high rank for à one-term
member. He was chairman of the Appropriations Committee, a mem-
ber of the Judiciary and other committees, and in the closing days of
the session was chairman of the Sifting Committee. He introduced the
Australian ballot bill, which passed the House, but a similar hill having
passed the Senate, the latter was finally substituted and became the
law. In later years he gave his attention principally to banking, was
president of the Security State Bank of Manchester, and was active in
the management of banks in several near by towns. He was very jiromi-
nent in the Masonic order and had been active in other fraternal or-
ganizations.

FHAXK FHEMOXT DAWI.EY was born at Fort Dodge, Iowa, August 11,
1856, and died at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, September 10, 1922. His parents
were A. M. and Ellen Parker Dawley. He attended publie school at
Fort Dodge and was graduated from the Law Department of Miehigan
University in 1878. He at once entered the law office of Hubbard, Clark
& Deaeon at Cedar Rapids. Two j'ears later he was taken into partner-
ship with N. M. H-ubbard and Charles A. Clark, the firm being Hubbard,
Clark & Dawley. During the following thirty-five years, besides .Judge
Hubbard and Captain Clark, he was associated as a partner at times
with Charles E. Wheeler, Carl F. Jordan, and F. J. Dawley. He was
city solicitor of Cedar Rapids in 1914-1910. In 1917 when the General
Assembly provided for another judge for his district, the Eighteenth,
Governor Harding appointed him to that position, and in 1918 he wtis
elected and in 1922 was renominated without opposition. He was emi-
nently successful as a lawyer and notable as a jurist. At different times
the members of the bar of his district endorsed him for the State Su-
preme Court. In 191.5 he was honored with the presidency of the State
Bar Association. For several years he was a member of the Cedar Rapids
School Board. Few men not professionally literary are so familiar with
literature as he was. For many years he was a member of the Cedar
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Kapids Library Board and in 1901 was president of the Iowa Library
Association. He drafted tiie bill that was with few changes passed in
1900 creating the Iowa Library Commission, arid from then until his
last illness was its legal adviser.

ROBERT SLOAN was born in Columbiana Couhty, Ohio, October 21,
1835, and died at Keosauqua, Iowa, June 5, 19Í2. His earliest educa-
tion was obtained in a scliool in New Lisbon where Mark Hanna was
one of his sehoolmates. In 1853 he came with his parents when they
migrated by boat to Keokuk, and partly by boat and partly on foot to
wbere they purchased a farm across the Des Mcfines River from Iowa-
ville, which farm is still in the possession of i;he Sloan family. The
time from 1853 to 1860 was spent by Robert woriting on the farm, in
teaching scliool, and in mercantile employment. In April, 1860, he be-
gan reading law at Keosauqua, and in March, 1861, he was admitted to
practice. On .lune 1 of that year he became a member of tlie firm of
Webster & Sloan. Mr. Webster removed to Nevada in 1864 and Mr.
Sloan then joined the firm of Rankin & McCrary of Keokuk, he caring
for the business at Keosauqua. In 1869 he was elected judge of the
Circuit Court and served until 1880, wiien he again entered practice,
becoming the senior member of the firm of Sloan, Work & Brown. In
1895 he was elected a judge of the District Court of the Second Judicial
District, and served until 1906. He then formed a partnership with his
son, Hugh B. Sloan, which continued until his death. He served as
master in chancery in 1911 in the trial of the noted Des Moines gas case,
then pending in Federal Court, as well as in a number of other cases
referred to him at different times. He was distinguished throughout
Iowa for his strong and lueid opinions.

GEORGE W . KOONTZ was born in Washington County, Pennsylvania,
Mareh 20, 1843, and died at Iowa City, Iowa, June 30, 1922. He re-
moved to Iowa City in 1855 and attended common scliool and high school
there. He was elected clerk of the District Court of .Tohnson County
In 1874, was re-elected in 1876, and again in ' 1878. In 1883 he was
elected county auditor and was re-eleeted in 1805. In 1884 he was ad-
mitted to the bar. On the death of Representative Joe A. Edwards in
the summer of 1898, Mr. Koontz was elected to fill the vacancy in the
Twenty-seventh General Assembly, but as no efctra session of that as-
sembly was convened he did not sit as a member. However, the next
year he was elected representative in the Twenty-eighth Gneral As-
sembly and was regularly re-elected to the seven succeeding assemblies,
his last service being in the Thirty-fifth. Thus for eight consecutive
assemblies, or sixteen years, he served as representative, exceeding by
two assemblies the service of any other man as representative in the
history of the state. He was a Democrat in politics, was the leader of
his party in the House for several sessions, and always held important




