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MEMORIAL . |

Of the Legislative-Aesembly of the Territory ofi
lowa.

To His Excellency, Mariin Van Buren, Pres-
i ident of the United States, A
Your Memorialists, the Council and!
House of Representatives of the Territa- !

ry of lowa, respectfuily beg leave to sub-|
mit,
That while they entertain a deep sense!

of the respect and forbearance due to their
parent government and its constituted au-
thorities, whilst they would be the lastto
interpose obstacles and difficulties to the
proper and agreeable discharge of those
high duties which devolve upon your Ex-
cellency, and whilst they are disposed to
endure many of the evils arising from an-
almost unlimited exercise of Executive
power, when exercised with wisdom, mo-
deration, and temper, yet they feel im-
petled by an irresistible sense of duty to
their constituents, to themselves, and to
the American people, to call the atten-
tion of your Lixcellency to the present sit-|
uation of our Territory,and to the officers
who have been callad to guard her rights,
and to cherish her interests. :
 As the representatives of the people,
iwe are obliged to appeal to your patriot-
{ism and wisdom, and to your sense of jus-
tice, for the exercise of that salutary pow-
er belonging to your office, and which
alone can relieve our coastituents of their

fresent grievances.
The attitude in which his Excellency,
Governor Lucas, has pleced bimsell by
his official conduet, in relation both to the
Legislative Assembly and the people of
this Territory, renders it impracticable
and inconsisent with the rights, interest,
wishes, and harmony of the people of this
~Territory, that he should longer continue
in the discharge of Executive duties.

. No man was ever called to the Iixscu-
{tive chair under more favorable auspices
than was Robert Lucas. I'rom his form-
er military services, and his experience
tas a Legislator and as a Governor, the

/7

|cas’s administration, and. leave yourEx- |/
‘leellency to-judge whether it can be con-

"o Jaws th¢ most salutafy, and essential

orialisis believe, with a view to subject
i their edtire action to his will.

ki

.| your memorialisis; (hat independéat of his

ople ‘_weT"e‘-f prepared td expect much,
nd he” was received in our Territory

. . ] . N
cordially and with open‘ arms. They
were led to believe that wisdom, modera-
tion,.and good temper would characterize
all his official acts, as well as his private
{intercoursy; but these agreeable anftcipa- B
tions-have been jo a great measuré onf
answered.

The Legislative Assembly will enume- ?
rate some of the faults of Governor Lu-

sidered possible for him.to remain us the’
Executive 'of this Tecritory, without en-
dangering'its present peace-.andwdutore
prosperity.

He has rofused to place his sfgnature

to the public good, witheut ever deigning
t6 make know to your memerialists his,
objections thereto. . ) )

That he has withheld others of equal
importance without giving your memori-
alists to understand what, or whether any
Executive' action has.taken place in re |
gard to them, and that loo, as your me-

That he has virtually detlaréd himself
paramount to. your memorialists, the rep-
rescntatives of the people, by expressly
avowing, in an official communication to

Excellency they have no power.

That he has usurped the ju_di,cial au-

thority by assuming to dictate, in notes
appended,to his approval of many laws,
the construction which shall be given to
such laws.
»Hp has refusdd efficially, 40 coases)
and’ uncolrtcous manner, 10 inform the
Legislative Assembly what laws bad re-
ceived his sanclign.

He has refused te censider recommen-

ciions of applicants for office, {rom men=y
bers from the district, or county,in which}
the applicants reside, and indirecily avow-
ed his determination not to regard such

recommendations.

The clippings above are no part of the ‘‘Hawkey” matter but are embraced

in the same book.

They touch an important JTowa gubject and identify Judge

Rorer’s as the mind in the matter.—Editor.

(420) w

!



-tfe "has refused 1o donverse with or;
speak to members of the Legislative As-
sembly, when waiting on his ¥ixcellency
! relation to public husiess with which
i they were charged by he body to which
they belonged.

lle has, from the commencement of the
sesssion of the Legisiative Assembly, on
various occasions. and to all manner of
persons, anticipated the action .of the E‘f-
ccutive department in regard 1o public

measures, before they’were regularly or|

oflicialiy before him; and l«hatlx t00 In a
[manner ndicauve of a design de make
i the Legislative Assembly subservient to
his willy regardless of theiwr own convic-
tion of duty, and their responsibility to.
their /constituents. And these declara-
tions bave been made, in many instances,
Io strangers and visitors {o,our Territory,
who have no iaterest in common with us,

" While he has been officiously serupu-
lus in refation todishursements of moaey.
fur the payment of the usual expenses of
the Legislative Assembly, he has at the
same time sent his own bills to the Sec-
trétary for -payment without authority of
1aw, _ ] )

He hasdeclarcd to members of the Leg:
isiative Assembly his “detcrmination jo
peto all laws for which he would not voie
as a mewmber of the Assembly, thereby
placing fis " isolated opinion_in opposition
to that of the representatives of the peo
ple,as wel! in mattters of mere expedien-
¢y as principle: .

He has™ appointed and nominated to-
"office persons {rom abroad, who were rei-
ther domiciled amoug, nor had they an
ititerest in common with, the .people of

owa;andsome of the persons, thus-pom-
“inated or appointed, were connected with
vhis Excellency by intismaie ties.

- e has manifestet-such a total want of
;ubiliess not only to govern'in tune of
“peage, "but nore especially to cornmand
antimg of war, as.is justly caleulated to
.inspireyour memorialists and therr con-
stityegte with alarme for the sccurity of

their coustry, bordering, as it does, on
.the very -contines of savage, warlie;. and,
powerful tribes. -

Wherelore, and in consideratio oFihe)
above fecited facts, vour fiemorialist are
drivem (o the unpleasant ‘alternative of
«appealiog to the caastitutianal guardian of
his pedple, wha has. they firmily believe;
*heir best interest at heart, although, in
the language: of your Excelléncy, “the
Apponting power cannot always he well
advised in ns selections, and therexperi-
ence ofevery country has shown that the
public officers are not always proofagainst
templation,” and of declaring to your Ex-
celleney, wn the language of the declara-
won of indepamdence, their ﬁrn1‘con'€f‘ét§0n

that Robert Lucas, is “unfit to be the ru-
ler ofa free peaple.
They,thereforeimpelled by facts alone,
ard in no wise 1nfluenced by party or po-
litical motives, most respectfully and ear-
nestly pray that his Excellency be forth-
with recalled from the fuither discharge-
of the Executive dutiesof the Territory,
under the full convictiomihat the grievan.
ces of the people, whomtthey have the
honor to present, will not be heard and
remain unredressed, and that the misrule,
.which might otherwise termiate in the
rum of the faicest and hitherto most pros-
perous and quiet portion of our common
country, will be peaceably and constitu-
-nonally arrested.
——
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