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tered a section of land in what afterward became Pitcher Township,
Cherokee County. He was the first permanent settler of the township
and built the first residence in it. The township was created the next
year and named for him. He was elected member of the County Board
of Supervisors, there then being a member from each township. He was
elected representative in 1881 and served in the Nineteenth General
Assembly.

Micnaer McDonatn was born in County Mayo, Ireland, July 20,
1845, and died in New Orleans, Louisiana, June 12, 1926. Burial was
in Chalmette National Cemetery near New Orleans. When six months
old he was brought by his parcents, Patrick and Ann McDonald, when
they removed to this country, first to Pennsylvania, but in 1856 to
Highland Township, Guthrie County, Towa, making the trip from Penn-
sylvania in a covered wagon drawn by oxen. The family did real pio-
neering in Guthrie County. Michacl enlisted in Company I, Twenty-
ninth Towa Tnfantry, and served to the end of the war, being mustered
out August 10, 1865, at New Orleans. Returning home he engaged in
farming and ultimately operated on a large scale. He was elected sheriff
of Guthrie County in 1871, as a Democrat, and was re-clected in 1873,
serving four years. He built the first residence in the newly laid out
town of Bayard in 1881 and that fall was elected representative, run-
ning on the Greenback ticket, and served in the Nineteenth General
Assembly. He was elected the first mayor of Bayard in 1883. He en-
gaged in the grain business there, owning and operating an elevator.
Later he engaged in banking. In 1895 he was again clected representa-
tive, this time as a Republican, and served in the T'wenty-sixth and
Twenty-sixth Extra General Assembly. He was a member of. the State
Board of Agriculture from 1900 to 1908, and was commander of the
Department of Iowa, Grand Army of the Republic, for the year 1909-10.

Joux E. Wicumax was born in Galena, Illinois, April 16, 1859, and
died in Garner, Towa, March 28, 1929. He attended public school in
Galena, and was graduated from the Northwestern German English
Normal School of Galena in 1876. He taught school four years, first in
Ilinois, and later in Hancock County, Towa, to which he removed in 1879.
There he alternated school-teaching with farm work. In 1882 he began
the study of law with A. C. Rippey, and later continued it with H. H.
Bush, both of Garner. Admitted to the bar in 1884, he practiced in
Garner continuously until his death, having Mr. Bush as a partner
for six years, and I. C. Hastings for the last fifteen years of his prac-
tice. He was elected county attorney in 1886 and re-elected in 1888, was
again clected in 1898 and re-elected in 1900, serving cight ycars in that
position. He was elected representative in 1916 and re-elected in 1918,
and served in the Thirty-seventh and Thirty-cighth general assemblies,
being chairman of the Appropriations Committee in the Thirty-eighth.
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