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NALs, Vol. 1T, pp- 531-39. In our present number we pub-
lish an interesting and valuable article by Mr. George
Frazee, of Burlington, giving an account of the first fugitive
slave case after Jowa became a State. It resulted like that
in Chief Justice Charles Mason’s court—the colored man
went free. The case has been often referred to, but it de-
rives fresh interest and additional details from the fact that
Mr. Frazee was “the court” before whom it was brought,
and gives a vivid presentation of his own recollections. Un-
less one finds these affairs “in books recorded,” it requires
an effort to realize that, within the recollection of persons
now living, colored men—alleged slaves—who were fleeing
from bondage were hunted within the limits of this State.
It is also a curious fact that the rights of a colored man were
held as of such little consequence in our territorial days that “‘a
precept issued by a justice of the peace’ was sufficient to con-
sign him to slavery.  After Towa became a State the man-
date of a higher court was required, but the courts in the.few
recorded instances found means to avoid such infamous con-
clusions. Once a slave breathed the air of Towa his freedom
was assured. ' A

Our suppLY of Numbers 1 and 4 of Vol. I, of this 3d
series of THE ANNALS OoF Jowa, has for some time been ex-
hausted. If any of our readers can kindly send us a copy of
either or both, the favor will be gratefully appreciated, or
we will cheerfully pay for them. The receipt of a copy of
each of these numbers will enable the Historical Department
to complete an additional set of this publication. They
therefore possess more than ordinary value.
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