
Announcements 

University of Iowa Press Announces New Series: 
Iowa and the Midwest Experience 

THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA PRESS is pleased to announce a new 
book series, Iowa and the Midwest Experience, edited by William B. 
Friedricks, professor of history at Simpson College. The series will 
publish innovative books on the social, cultural, economic, political, 
and geographical issues that have shaped the history of Iowa and 
other midwestern states. In addition to presenting current research 
and suggesting future directions for scholars, the series aims to make 
midwestern history more accessible to the general public.  
 William B. Friedricks, director of the Iowa History Center, was 
recently named the inaugural winner of the Iowa History Prize, 
awarded by Humanities Iowa to help support and promote awareness 
of and interest in Iowa history. He is the author of several books in-
cluding Investing in Iowa: The Life and Times of F. M. Hubbell and In for 
the Long Haul: The Life of John Ruan. He has appointed an advisory 
board consisting of Marvin Bergman of the State Historical Society of 
Iowa; Rebecca Conard, Middle Tennessee State University; Thomas 
Morain, Graceland University; Pamela Riney-Kehrberg, Iowa State 
University; Dorothy Schwieder, Iowa State University; and Timothy 
Walch, Herbert Hoover Presidential Library.  
 “I’m eager to bring the history of Iowa and its neighboring states 
to the forefront. Midwestern history has long been neglected, and 
there are so many interesting stories to be told here. Obviously a pub-
lication program goes a long way toward creating public enthusiasm 
as well as giving educators and scholars a great set of resources. As 
the only university press in the state, the University of Iowa Press is 
a natural partner in such a venture. The press represents all the best 
qualities of a publisher, including impeccable editorial, design, and 
production standards,” said Friedricks.  
 “We are thrilled to be publishing in the area of midwestern history 
in a more formal and determined way,” said Holly Carver, director of 
the University of Iowa Press, “and to be working with a scholar as 
esteemed as William Friedricks. Bill has been a relentless and creative 
promoter of Iowa history. He has chosen an advisory board of highly 
respected scholars and has already poured energy into pursuing sig-

 



nificant projects. The fact that he is an author helps enormously in 
identifying promising manuscripts and guiding them through the 
publication process.” 
 Send inquiries and proposals to bill.friedricks@simpson.edu or 
consult the submission guidelines for authors at www.uiowapress.org. 
 
 

Call for Papers 

THE 53RD ANNUAL MISSOURI VALLEY HISTORY CONFERENCE 
invites proposals for individual papers or panels in all areas of history. 
The conference will be held March 4–6, 2010 at the Embassy Suites 
Hotel in Downtown/Old Market Omaha.  
 Proposals, consisting of an abstract and one-page vita, should be 
sent to: 

Professor Charles King, Program Chair 
Missouri Valley History Conference 

Department of History 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Omaha, NE 68182-0213 
(or by email to cwking@mail.unomaha.edu) 

The deadline for submission of abstracts is November 1, 2009. Those 
wishing to have their proposals acknowledged should include a 
stamped, self-addressed postcard.  
 A prize of $200 will be awarded to the best graduate student paper 
presented at the conference. 
 Email for questions or if you would like to chair or comment on a 
session: cwking@mail.unomaha.edu
 The conference web site is www.unomaha.edu/mvhc/index.php. 
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