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In This Issue

VICTORIA E. M. CAIN, a Spencer Postdoctoral Fellow at the University
of Southern California, recounts the early history (1868-1910) of the Dav-
enport Academy of Natural Sciences. She focuses on its transformation
from a society devoted to scientific research into a museum dedicated to

popular education.

PAM STEK, a graduate student in history at the University of Iowa,
describes the development in the 1880s and 1890s of a flourishing
African American community from the small Iowa coal camp at
Muchakinock. She shows how the attitudes and business practices of the
coal company executives as well as the presence of strong African
American leaders in the community contributed to the formation of an
African American community that was not subjected to the enforced
segregation, disfranchisement, and racial violence perpetrated against
blacks in many other parts of the United States at that time.

Front Cover

J. H. Paarmann, curator of the Davenport Academy of Natural Sciences,
led the institution’s transformation from a society devoted to scientific
research into a museum dedicated to popular education. Here, Paarmann
is seen leading a group of girls on a field trip along the Mississippi River.
For more on Paarmann’s role in transforming the Davenport academy, see
Victorian E. M. Cain’s article in this issue. Photo courtesy Putnam
Museum of History and Natural Science, Davenport, lowa.
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CORNELIA F. MUTEL, The Emerald Horizon: The History of Nature in Iowa, by
Rebecca Conard

JOHN P. BOWES, Exiles and Pioneers: Eastern Indians in the Trans-Mississippi
West, by Thomas J. Lappas

DAVID J. WISHART, ED., Encyclopedia of the Great Plains Indians, by Brad D.
Lookingbill

DEBORAH A. ROSEN, American Indians and State Laws: Sovereignty, Race and
Citizenship, 1790-1880, by Donald L. Fixico

DEBORAH LAWRENCE, Writing the Trail: Five Women'’s Frontier Narratives, by
Gayle R. Davis

ScOTT NELSON AND CAROL SHERIFF, A People at War: Civilians and Soldiers in
America’s Civil War, 1854-1877, by William Feis

MARK L. ELLIS, Law and Order in Buffalo Bill’s Country: Legal Culture and
Community on the Great Plains, 1867-1910, by Richard Maxwell Brown

KATHLEEN STOKKER, Remedies and Rituals: Folk Medicine in Norway and the
New Land, by Peter T. Harstad

MARIA ERLING AND MARK GRANQUIST, The Augustana Story: Shaping Lutheran
Identity in North America, by L. DeAne Lagerquist

PHILIP J. PAULY, Fruits and Plains: The Horticultural Transformation of America,
by Lori Vermaas

EVERETT W. KUNTZ AND JIM HEYNEN, Sunday Afternoon on the Porch: Reflections of
a Small Town in Iowa, 1939-1942, by Terrence J. Lindell

R. DOUGLAS HURT, The Great Plains during World War 11, by Michael W. Schuyler

KATHERINE JELLISON, It's Our Day: America’s Love Affair with the White Wedding,
1945-2005, by Carole Srole

MICHAEL KRAMME, The Schaffner Players, by Richard Poole

STEVE GLISCHINSKI, Regional Railroads of the Midwest, by Don L. Hofsommer
MARK R. SCHERER, Rights in the Balance: Free Press, Fair Trial, and Nebraska Press
Association v. Stuart, by David ]. Bodenhamer

ANITA CLAIR FELLMAN, Little House, Long Shadow: Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Impact
on American Culture, by John J. Fry

BILL KAUFFMAN, Ain’t My America: The Long, Noble History of Anti-War
Conservatism and Middle-American Anti-Imperialism, by Bill Douglas

NICOLE MELLOW, The State of Disunion: Regional Sources of Modern American
Partisanship, by Gregory L. Schneider

RICHARD E. WOOD, Survival of Rural America: Small Victories and Bitter Harvests,
by Jon Lauck





