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In This Issue

DOUGLAS BIGGS, associate professor of history and associate dean of
the College of Natural and Social Sciences at the University of Nebraska-
Kearney, recounts the story of the Ames & College Railway, popularly
known as “the Dinkey,” in the 1890s. He argues that the Dinkey played a
crucial role in linking Iowa Agricultural College and the community of
Ames.

KARA W. SWANSON, associate professor in the School of Law,
Northeastern University, describes the origins of frozen-sperm banks at
the University of Iowa in the 1950s. She focuses on clarifying the techno-
logical advance this step represented in the long history of “test tube
babies.” She also addresses the ethical controversy surrounding the
technique and the strategies the Iowa scientists employed in the face of
that controversy.
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As students and visitors riding the Ames & College Railway — popularly
know as “the Dinkey” —approached the lowa Agricultural College campus
in the 1890s, this, roughly, is the impressive view that they saw. For more
on the Dinkey and its role in linking the college and the community of
Ames, see Douglas Biggs's article in this issue. Photo from Fifteenth Biennial
Report of the Board of Trustees of the lowa State Agricultural College and Farm
Made to the Governor of lowa for the Years 1892 and 1893 (Des Moines, 1893).

Editorial Consultants

Rebecca Conard, Middle Tennessee State
University

Kathleen Neils Conzen, University of
Chicago

William Cronon, University of Wisconsin-
Madison

Robert R. Dykstra, State University of
New York at Albany

R. David Edmunds, University of Texas
at Dallas

H. Roger Grant, Clemson University

William C. Pratt, University of Nebraska
at Omaha

Glenda Riley, Ball State University

Malcolm J. Rohrbough, University of lowa

Dorothy Schwieder, lowa State University



The Annals of
| owa T e omer 2012

Marvin Bergman, editor

Contents

211 Forging a Community with Rails:
Ames, Jowa Agricultural College,
and the Ames & College Railway, 1890-1896

Douglas Biggs

241 The Birth of the Sperm Bank
Kara W. Swanson

277 Book Reviews and Notices

286 New on the Shelves

A QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF HISTORY FOUNDED IN 1863
Copyright 2011 by the State Historical Society of lowa
ISSN 0003-4827



Book Reviews and Notices

277 JOHN CHRISTGAU, Birch Coulie: The Epic Battle of the Dakota War, by Paul
Beck

278 RONALD E. BUTCHART, Schooling the Freed People: Teaching, Learning, and
the Struggle for Black Freedom, 1861-1876, by David ]. Trowbridge

280 ALLISON H. SHERIDAN, ED., The Land-Grant Act and the People’s College:
Iowa State University, by Douglas Biggs

281 PHILIP J. ANDERSON AND DAG BLANCK, EDS., Norwegians and Swedes in
the United States: Friends and Neighbors, by Marvin G. Slind

283 JENNIFER M. ROss-NAzZAL, Winning the West for Women: The Life of
Suffragist Emma Smith DeVoe, by Kathleen M. Green





