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MATTHEW CECIL, associate professor in the South Dakota State Uni-
versity Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, describes the
up-and-down relationship between J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI and the staff at
the Des Moines Register and Tribune and Cowles Publications. Register and
Tribune staff, for the most part, kept some editorial distance from the bu-
reau and occasionally gently criticized Hoover and the FBI, but at times
some of them were willing to flatter Hoover or fit their reporting to FBI
public relations rubrics in order to secure access to information.

JON K. LAUCK, senior advisor and counsel to U.S. Senator John Thune,
offers a portrait of a group of historians he calls “Prairie Historians.” From
the late nineteenth century to the middle of the twentieth, those historians,
in reaction to a sense that the profession was unduly dominated by east-
erners, called attention to the Midwest, toiled to make the region’s histori-
cal institutions functional and productive, wrote substantial histories of
the region, won Pulitzer Prizes, and focused on the nation’s democratic

heritage and prospects.

Front Cover

The Mississippi Valley Historical Association (MVHA) met in Lincoln,
Nebraska, in 1932. (The State Historical Society of lowa’s Benjamin F.
Shambaugh is seated just to the right of center in the foreground, with
Louis Pelzer across the table from him.) For more on the founders of the
MVHA and their contributions to the history of the Midwest, see Jon
Lauck’s article in this issue. Image from State Historical Society of lowa,

Iowa City.
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THOMAS E. AUGE, Man of Deeds: Bishop Loras and the Upper Mississippi Valley
Frontier, by Timothy Walch

MICHAEL J. PFEIFER, The Roots of Rough Justice: Origins of American Lynching,
by Stacy Pratt McDermott

KURT E. LEICHTLE AND BRUCE G. CARVETH, Crusade Against Slavery: Edward
Coles, Pioneer of Freedom, by James Simeone

ToNY HOrRwITZ, Midnight Rising: John Brown and the Raid that Sparked the Civil
War, by Galin Berrier

MARK A. LAUSE, Price’s Lost Campaign: The 1864 Invasion of Missouri, by Terry L.
Beckenbaugh

WILLIAM A. DOBAK, Freedom by the Sword: The U.S. Colored Troops, 1862-1867,
by Donald R. Shaffer

BARBARA A. GANNON, The Won Cause: Black and White Comradeship in the Grand
Army of the Republic, by Sarah J. Purcell

GERALD A. DANZER, Illinois: A History in Pictures, by Jane Simonsen
STEPHEN J. LAVIN ET AL., Atlas of the Great Plains, by Molly P. Rozum

PETER TJERNAGEL HARSTAD, Store Per: Norwegian-American “Paul Bunyan” of the
Prairie, by Kathleen Stokker

BETTY A. BERGLAND AND LORI ANN LAHLUM, EDS., Norwegian American Women:
Migration, Communities, and Identities, by L. DeAne Lagerquist

MARCIA C. CARMICHAEL, Putting Down Roots: Gardening Insights from Wisconsin's
Early Settlers, by Jill M. Nussel

ELLEN F. STEINBERG AND JACK H. PROST, From the Jewish Heartland: Two Centuries
of Midwest Foodways, by Jill M. Nussel

EDWARD JANUS, Creating Dairyland, by Barbara J. Dilly

R. ALTON LEE, Principle over Party: The Farmers” Alliance and Populism in South
Dakota, 1880-1900, by Jeff Kolnick

ScOTT M. FISHER, Eastern Iowa’s Aviation Heritage, by Jan Olive Full

HERBERT HOOVER, Freedom Betrayed: Herbert Hoover’s Secret History of the Second
World War and Its Aftermath, by Glen Jeansonne

MARC RASMUSSEN, Six: A Football Coach’s Journey to a National Record, by
Terrence J. Lindell

W. RAYMOND WoOD, A White-Bearded Plainsman: The Memoirs of Archaeologist
W. Raymond Wood, by David Mayer Gradwohl





