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David Brodnax Sr. is associate professor of history at Trinity Christian
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Timothy B. Smith, a veteran of the National Park Service, now teaches
at the University of Tennessee at Martin.
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South. After escaping from his Alabama master during the Civil War, he
made his way north and later fought for three years in the 60th U.S.
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Museum of History and Natural Sciences (with thanks to Craig R. Klein).
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Editor’s Perspective

THE THREE FEATURE ARTICLES in this issue anticipate
an important anniversary that is fast approaching: The year 2011
will mark the beginning of the sesquicentennial of the American
Civil War. At a time when understanding how Americans re-
member their past in public commemorations and at public
sites is a rich topic in historical scholarship, we can anticipate
some lively discussion of how we will commemorate this sig-
nificant historical milestone.

Already, in 2007, the 82nd Iowa General Assembly appro-
priated funds to enable the State Historical Society of Iowa to
begin planning for the Civil War sesquicentennial. And a pre-
liminary planning committee, representing a variety of interest
groups and academic institutions from across the state, has met
to discuss possible activities. In broad terms, the committee
proposed to make education a primary focus of sesquicenten-
nial activities; to care for existing Civil War monuments, includ-
ing the Soldiers and Sailors Monument in Des Moines, and to
establish additional Civil War Heritage Sites; to preserve en-
dangered Civil War records, such as muster rolls, manuscripts,
out-of-print books, and photographs; and to publish some last-
ing products that will increase the public’s knowledge of Iowa’s
history and participation in the Civil War.

It is my hope that the three articles in this issue will mark a
headstart on that last goal. Additional articles in upcoming is-
sues promise further analysis of lowa’s earlier efforts to com-
memorate the Civil War. During the centennial of the Civil War,
a half-century ago, scholarly work focused on providing de-
tailed accounts of various Civil War battles in which Iowans
were involved. It appears likely that today’s scholars will give
greater attention to the effect of the war on groups largely over-
looked the last time the war was commemorated, such as
women, African Americans, and dissenters (Copperheads).
They will also take note of how earlier generations commemo-



rated the war. Is it too much to hope that some of the analysis of
the issues those earlier generations addressed (or neglected)
might inform the deliberations of those who are assigned the
task of devising appropriate ways to encourage the present
generation to remember the Civil War?

Curator William Johnson of the State Historical Society of
Iowa is spearheading the society’s efforts to commemorate the
war. To seek information about those plans or to provide input,
contact him via e-mail at Bill.Johnson@iowa.gov.

—Marvin Bergman, editor





