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Announcement

In 1894 a group of men, known as Kelly’s Industrial Army, briefly
stayed in Council Bluffs before heading to Washington, D.C., to
protest to Congress and the president about the plight of unem-
ployed and underemployed men. The State Historical Society of
Iowa (SHSI) will hold a series of events at five towns along the
Kelly’'s Army route and select other locations to highlight this
historical event as part of The Big Read project: A Walk on the Wild
Side. These events combine history and literature because of the
literary giant who was part of that army: Jack London.

The Western Historic Trails Center in Council Bluffs will kick
off the events April 19 with a mini-chautauqua, including Klondike
demonstrations, a showing of the movie The Call of the Wild, history
lectures, and a show by a dog sled team, The Montana Mountain
Mushers. Visits from local dignitaries, a photographic display of
Jack London and Kelly’s Industrial Army, plus a Call of the Wild/
Jack London trivia contest will round out the day.

Other planned events are Call of the Wild book talks and Jack
London discussions at selected towns along the route of Kelly’s
Army to Des Moines (Walnut, Adair, Earlham, West Des Moines,
Des Moines) as well as Newton, Iowa City, and Clermont. Using
the Iowa National Guard’s telecommunication system, guard mem-
bers in Iraq and Afghanistan will have an opportunity to partici-
pate, too. In Des Moines and Iowa City, a Jack London humanities
scholar presentation is planned. Movie nights will also be held in
Des Moines and Montauk.

The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the
Arts (NEA) designed to restore reading to the center of American
culture. The NEA presents The Big Read in partnership with the
Institute of Museum and Library Services and in cooperation with
Arts Midwest. For more information about A Walk on the Wild
Side: Jack London and The Call of the Wild events, contact Susan
Jellinger, (515)291-6897 <susan jellinger@iowa.gov> or Jeff Morgan,
(515) 281-3858 <jeff.morgan@iowa.gov>.
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Contributors

JENNY BARKER DEVINE is a Ph.D. candidate in agricultural
history and rural studies at lowa State University. She recently
published another article about rural civil defense, titled “Mightier
than Missiles: The Rhetoric of Civil Defense for American Farm
Families, 1950-1970,” in the Fall 2006 issue of Agricultural History.
Barker Devine’s research focuses on gender and politics. Her
dissertation is titled, “Our Cherished Ideals: Rural Women,
Activism, and Identity in the Midwest, 1950-1985.”

CHRISTOPHER NEHLS earned his PhD in history from the Uni-
versity of Virginia in 2007. His article is based on work from his
dissertation titled “A Grand and Glorious Feeling: The American
Legion and American Nationalism between the World Wars,”
which he is revising for publication.
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