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ican College of Surgeons of the United States and Canada, a mem-
ber of founders of the American Board of Surgery, a past presi-
dent of the Northwest Conference of Medical Service, and a mem-
ber of the Western Surgical society, the American Association of
Railway Surgeons and the American Association of Industrial
Physicians and Surgeons ; was a Mason and various local clubs, and
is survived by his wife and two daughters.

WILLIAM H . GEMMILL, educator and public official, died at Os-
ceola, Iowa, May 22, 1945; bom at White Lake, in Ontario, Canada,
March 14, 1871, and brought to the United;States in infancy, his
parents removing that year to a farm in Keokuk county, Iowa,
near South English; attended rural schools and graduated from
the South English high school in 1889; entered Iowa State college
at Ames and graduated in 1894, with degree of Bachelor of
Science; during same years taught several terms of county schools;
took educational work in history and economics in Drake univer-
sity. Des Moines college and Highland Park college, receiving his
Master of Arts degree from the latter in 1911; served as principal
of the schools at Gibson, Iowa, two and one-half years, of the
schools at Mechanicsville, Iowa, two years; was county superin-
tendent of schools of Keokuk county, Iowa, four years, superin-
tendent of schools at Dallas Center from 1901 to 1911, superin-
tendent of the Carroll, Iowa, schools from 1914 to 1917, and re-
signed to become secretary of the Iowa State Board of Educa-
tion, which position he held 23 years, resigning in 1936 and was
appointed superintendent of documents for Iowa State College
at Ames; married in 1895 to Birdia D. Richards, who survives,
with a son. Dr. John Gemmill, a member of the faculty of City
College, New York; and three daughters, Mrs. James Davenport,
Osceola, Iowa; Mrs. Robert Morris, Des Moines, and Mrs. W. H.
Brown, Burlington. Mr. Gemmill was a Republican, a member
of the Methodist church, a Mason and an Odd Fellows; also to
National Education and Iowa State Teachers Association.

GEIS BOTSPORD, former newspaper man and realty broker, died
at his home in Alburg, Vermont, May 20, 1945; bom in Fort
Dodge, Iowa, April 9, 1869, son of Austin N. Botsford, attorney;
spent his entire life in Iowa until removing to Vermont five years
ago; educated in the Fort Dodge schools, and in 1890 as a young
man became a reporter upon the Sioux City Journal; came to Des
Moines 46 years ago and first was police reporter upon the Des
Moines Leader; married Stella VanPelt in 1889; served as secre-
tary of the Des Moines Chamber of Commerce from 1908 to 1916;
became active in real estate circles and president of the Des
Moines Realty Board in 1929 and chairman of the taxation com-




