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across Iowa. He was of a cultured and studious turn of mind, and
secured an elementary education with very little assistance. He
taught school between the age of fifteen and.twenty, and with funds
thus earned attended the State Agricultural College at Ames, grad-
uating therefrom in 1872, He then went to Cornell University,
where he took a course in law, and later attended the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, securing a most liberal education be-
fore he became attached to the faculty of the college at Ames as
professor of mathematics. This work he continued for five years.
He then removed to Des Moines and engaged in the practice of law.
He was soon elected city attorney, and some of the litigation which
he instituted and successfully prosecuted has been of permanent
value to the city and State. A similar capacity for effective work
was exemplified in his administration of the office of county attor-
ney of Polk county. He was a strong candidate before the Polk
county primaries for judge of the district court at the time of his
- death.

GeorGE HENRY WILLIAMS was born in Columbia county, New York,
March 23, 1823; he died at Portland, Ore., April 4, 1910. He was
educated at Pompey College, Onondaga county, New York, admitted
to the bar in 1844, and removed to Ft. Madison, Iowa, soon there-
after. He soon formed a partnership with Daniel F. Miller, at that
time prominent among the lawyers of Towa territory. He was elected
judge in the first Iowa district in 1847, serving until 1852. In the
latter year he was democratic presidential elector and canvassed
Jowa for Franklin Pierce in 1852. After his election President
Pierce appointed Mr. Williams chief justice of the territory of Ore-
gon. He was re-appointed to the office by President Buchanan,
but declined. He was a member of the convention that framed the
constitution of Oregon in 1858, and was chairman of the judiciary
committee of that body; he was elected U. S. senator from Oregon
as a union republican, serving from 1865 to 1871. He was a member
of the Joint High Commission in 1871 which arranged the treaty
at Washington for the adjustment of differences between Great
Britain and the United States, growing out of the Alabama claims.
He was Attorney-General of the United States from 1871 to 1875,
and was nominated by President Grant as Chief Justice of the Un-
ited States Supreme Court in 1874, but his name was withdrawn.
He was in the continuous practice of the law at Portland, Ore., after
1875. He served as mayor of Portland from 1902 to 1905, was presi-
dent of the Business Girls Aid Society and of the Pattion Home for
the Aged.

TroMas MirtoNn Fei was born at Feesburg, Brown county, Ohio,
© April 18, 1839; he died at Centerville, Iowa, April 13, 1910. He
was educated in the common schools of his native State and in the
Academy at Perry, Ill. He removed with his family to Pike county,
Illinois, in 1847. After finishing his education he became a teacher,
his first experience being at Shibbley’s Point, Mo., in 1858. About
this time he removed to Ottumwa, Iowa, where he became principal
of schools. He took up the study of law in. the office of Col.
Samuel W. Summers, of Ottumwa, and was admitted to the.bar in
1862. In May of that year he entered the practice of his. pro-
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