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THE BUILDING OP AN AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION.^

BY CHARLES ALDRICH.

This is the way it was started: In the year 1848, I was
the youngest hand in the printing-office of The Mail, at War-
ren, Pa. Tbis was a small six-eolumn paper, condueted at that
time by oue of my former schoolmates, Mr. Ephraim Cowan.
He and I had roomed tog:ntlier in the little old Aeadomy at
Jamestown, Chautauqua county, N. Y., some years before.
lie was several years my senior and had preeeded mo some
time in getting into business. He was the editor and publisher
of The Mail. It was printed on an old-fashioned Ramage''
press. If I remember correctly, the two sides of the frame of
the press had been made from a couple of hardwood planks.
The platen was of wood and was only large enough to cover a
single page of the paper. It was necessar>' to run the bed of
the press which held the forms half way under and pull the
platen down upon that page. Then the lever was allowed to
go back to its plaee and the next page was in like manner rim
under the platen and in its turn received its proper impres-
sion. This press was very similar to that used by Benjamin
Franklin, which is now in Washington, D. C., though the
Warren press was of a somewhat later date. It was, however,
but a slight improvement on the aneient press used by
Franklin.

I was sweeping out the ofGce one morning when my em-
ployer received the mail. Among the parcels was an octavo
document which bore the frank of Thomas H. Benton, who
served in the U. S. Senate from the State of Missouri for

'This articlfi w;is prepared by the founder and curator of the Historical
Department of Iowa during 1906, and is one of a number thit disclose the
labora and plans that filled his later years. Others will be published in
THE ANNALS from time to time.

*Thl3 press was invented by Adam Ramage, a distinguished Scotch
mechanician, who was born in 1770 and died in 1850. He came to this
country where he spent hia mature life.
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thirty years. I notieod that Mr. Cowan tore the wrapper off
from this docviment aud threvt' it under the table. I had been
reading something of autograph collections and happened at
that moment to feel somewhat interested in them. Ordinarily
this frank would have gone to waste with other refuse paper.
I picked it up from under the table, however, and reachin»!
for the editorial shears was about to cut it o\ît. My em-
ployer asked me rather curtly what I was doin<i with that
paper. " 0 . " I said, " I propose to save this autograph if
you don't want it." He said that I might have it and I cut
it out of the wrapper. "When, some time later. I acquired a
copy of Bentou's "Thirty Years in the United States Senate,"
I pasted this signature under the portrait. Years later some
book agent borrowed it of me to use in canvassing MeKoau
eounty. Pa. He placed no value upon the signature and let
some subscriber up in the oil regions have the volume instead
of waiting for a fresh eopy, so I never saw it again.

From that time forward I preserved sueh signatures as
easily fell in my way. For a time, like other hoy and girl
collectors, it was my habit to cut the signatures out of the
letters. I outgrew this waste later on. My collection grew
but slowly at the start, but I was soon compelled to procure a
scrap-book to contain it. Some years later, when catalogues
of autograph letters for sale came to my hands, it was my
habit occasionally to buy one, though in those days boys in
printing-offices had very little money to invest in that species
of property. I was still reading, however, on the subject of
autograph collections and acquiring an interest in them which
I have not yet outgrown. Like other amateurs I grew into the
habit of askiug distinguished people by letter for a contrihu-
tion to my collection. While I did not always get what I
asked for, I was quite fortunate. Of course, I was snubbed
a few times, but that never caused me to relax in my work.
Many years afterward I sought to obtain some specimen of the
writing of John Ericsson, the inventor of the Monitor. I
called at his house in New York City one day, in the hope
of obtaining one of his small drawings of some portion of
the Monitor, but I soon learned that the old gentleman was
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very irate in his dealinjís with antofiraph collectors. His
private seorotary told me that he would not give his autograph
to Queen Victoria or the President of the United States. I
retired in good order, the single effect of this rebuff being to
make me still more deteraained to secnre what I desired. I
therefore wrote to Admiral John L. "Worden, stating the case
fully, and suggested that I would gratefully appreciate some
brief letter by the great engineer, whose invention of the
Monitor no doubt saved our national capital from destruction
or capture. lie wrote me very kindly, enclosing a letter by
Capt. Ericsson, concerning 11-inch guns whieh were to go
upon the Monitor. The glass that covers this letter by John
Ericsson also protects the reply to my letter from Admiral
Worden and may be seen by any visitor to the HÍ.storical
Museum.

I was espeeially fortunate in securing a page of the hand-
writing of Queen Vict-oria, thanks to the generous aid of Sir
Theodore Martin, K. C. B. The writing is an extract from
Shakespeare's "King John." Some friend had secured for
me signatures of the then Prince and Princess of Wales, the
present gracious King and Queen of England. I greatly
desired to add to the eollection some lines in the Prince's
handwriting, and I therefore wrote to Sir Francis, the Baron
KnoUys, who hod been his private secretaiy sinee 1870, ex-
plaining that I had a most beautiful page written by Her
Jfajesty the Queen, and suggesting that possibly tho Prince
might be willing to favor us equally with his mother. I
stated that this page wo;ild be exhibited in the English depart-
ment of the colleetion, and that it would always be open to
the free inspection of visitors, and securely preserved under
glass. I felt that this could not reasonably be regarded as
an intrusion, if a man ever paid any attention to autograph
collectors. Sir Francis, however, took the matter in hiyh
dudgeon, and went so far in exhibiting tiis l-esentment as to
write an indignant letter to the Honorable Edward J. Phelps,
our Minister at the Court of St. James. Of course he bore
down upon me very bitterly, as though I had committed an
unpardonable sin. but after the kindly manner in whieh I
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had been treated by Lord Tennyson, our own Longfellow, the
distinguished heirs of Macaiüay, Darwin, Abraham Lincoln,
Gen. Grant, and scores of others of the first people of the
nineteenth century, it required very little philosophy to put
up with this rebuff.

Speaking of Maeaulay's heirs, it may interest the reader to
see a brief statement of the manner in whieh they treated me
as an autograph eollector. I one day saw some pages of the
original manuscript of his great "History of England" in
the British Museum, and decided at once to try and obtain
one or more for my collection. I had a general letter of
introduction from Governor Buren R. Sherman, over the
great seal of the State of Iowa, which I sent to Sir George 0.
Trevelyan—a nephew of Lord Macaulay and the author of
his "Life and Letters"—requesting permission to call upon
him. He gave me a prompt and pleasant reply, indicating
a day and hour when I should call at hia residence. When
the time arrived I was at his door. A servant showed me
into the library where I found Sir George seated before a
blazing fire. I gave him my letters of introduction. After he
had read them he waited to hear me. I explained that I had
a large autograph collection (then) in the Iowa State Library,
to which I would be glad to add something in the handwriting
of Lord Macanlay. He replied that the manuscripts of his
Lordship were owned and controlled by his sister, Lady Hol-
land—now the Baroness Knutsford. He advised me to write
her Ladyship, stating my wishes and enclosing my letters
of introduction. He addressed an envelope to her, in whieh
he siiggested that I send her my letters. He further encour-
aged me by saying he would also write to her in my behalf, and
that my request would no doubt be granted. Before I left
these pleasant rooms Sir George showefl me a copy of Horace
in the original Latin, a gift to him by Lord Maeaulay. Iiis
Lordship had read the volumes several times, and when one
was finished he made a memorandum to that effect on the last
page. These memoranda were all the writing of Macaulay
then in his possession.

Returning to my room, I wrote Lady Holland, as her brother
had suggested, and in a day or two received her assui'ance that
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some pages of her great uncle's manuscript should be sent to
my home in Iowa.

Upon arriving there some weeks later, I found a letter from
Lady Holland. She enclosed two pages of the original manu-
sei'ipt of Macaulay's "History of England," and one of his
letters to her mother which I copy herewith. It reads as
follows :

ALBANY, Oct. 24, 1848.

DEAHEST HANNAH; I enclose a letter wliich I have just received
from Charles, and a copy ol one of his first performances as a jour-
nalist. I thinlc his sentiments highly creditahle to him. Bring the
paper back with you that Trevelyan may see it.

Our Uncle John has just been here. Poor man, he looks a mere
ruin. He came up to consult Brodie. I fear that he has very little
life in him, and that his remaining days will he days of suffering.
I was quite shocked to see him.

I do not know whether you have heard how pleasant a day Baba
passed with me. We had a long, long walk, a great deal of pleasant
chat, a very nice dinner, and a quiet happy evening. She is really
the very best girl in the world.

That was my only holiday last week, and indeed the only fine
day that we had last week. I work with scarcely an intermission,
from 7 in the morning to 7 in the afternoon, and shall prohahly con-
tinue to do so during the next ten daya. Then my labours will
hecome lighter, and, in about three weeks will completely cease.
There will still bo a fortnight before the publication. I have armed
myself with all my philosophy" for the event of a failure, though
Jeffrey, Ellis, Marion, Longman, and Mrs. Longman seem to think
there is no chance of such a catastrophe. I might add Macleod, who
has read the third chapter, and, though he makes some objection,
professes to he, on the whole, hetter pleased than with any other
h.story that he has read. The state of my own mind is this: When
I compare my hook with what I imagine that history ougbt to he, I
feel dejected and ashamed; hut when I compare it with some his-
tories which have a high repute, I fee! reassured. But Alice will
say that this is hoasting, Love to her and to Mrs. Charles, and to
Charles' hairns. Ever yours,

T. B. MACAULA.T.

Of course, I was delighted with this addition to my collec-
tion. I wondered at first that her Ladyship was willing to
part with the above most interesting and valuable letter, but
when I came to see that Macaulay had written scores of sueh
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missives to his sister. Lady Hannah Trevelyan. I did not so
much wonder at it. I consider it and the historic page as
among the gems of my collection. They are always on exhibi-
tion in our Historical Museum. I should add that Lady Hol-
land took occasion to enclose a certificate describing and
authenticating the page of her uncle's manuscript, which
accompanies it in the autograph case.

Some years later Prof. Frank I. Herriott, of Drake Uni-
versity, came to my rooms accompanied by Charles Philips
Trevelyan. a young Englishman, grand-nephew of Lord
Macaitlay. who was then making a tour of the world. He was
much interested in my autograph collection, saying that he
never saw one even in England which surpassed it in interest
and variety. I found him a very pleasant gentleman, cul-
tured, brainy, and without a particle of the arrogance some-
times imputed to Englishmen. His card, with the date of his
visit, is among these memorials of ]\Iacaulay and tlie Trevel-
yans. Later still, Sir George 0. Trovelyan published a his-
tory of the American revolution. As soon as I saw it an-
nounced. I wrote him. asking for some pages of his original
manuscript. He kindly sent them, and wrote me an exceed-
ingly pleasant letter. I had mentioned the visit of his son to
my collection,, telling him that Charles P. could give him some
information concerning it. In this letter he stated that the
son had lately married very happily aud that he was now a
member of Parliament. He stated all this quite modestly
but I conld read between the lines that the father was very
proud of his rising son. Later, I also received the son's por-
trait, and a very kind letter in which he mentioned my work
as an autograph rolleetor.

While in London, I called at the American Legation, where
I was made very welcome by the Honorable James Russell
Lowell. He asked me a, great many questions about American
politics. He is well known to have been a progressive and most
independent republican. While he was talking with me he
made some sharp coTnments upon Mr. Blaine and General
Logan, both of whom were under discussion as possible candi-
dates for the presidency. He emphatically stated that he
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would vote for ueither of them under any (iircumstanees. and
those who knew him were certain that he would do precisely
as he stated. Personally, I was made very welcome at the
Legation, and Mr. Lowell assisted me in obtaining an auto-
graph copy of a verse from Tennyson's "Locksloy Hall." lie
cautioned me that it would not be best to write to Lord Tenny-
son for he was not in the habit of making replies to collectors.
Later, however, I did write to his Lordship, receiving in re-
sponse to my letter an autograph copy of the Unes commenc-
ing, "Break, break, break." Later still, I asked him for a
page of his writing after he had passed his 80th birthday. He
sent me a holograph copy of his poem entitled ' ' The Throstle. ' '

On one of my visits to London I wrote Sir Richard Owen,
asking for a signed and dated page of his writing, with his
photograph. I received in answer to this request, a very
pleasant invitation to come and spend H half day with him
at his residence in Iîiehmond Park. I journeyed thither very
soon aftei-wfirds and was most kindly received by the great
naturalist, who had founded the South Kensington Museum.
He gave me a history of this effort, how grandly he had been
seconded in bis efforts by Mr. Gladstone, iis well as how he
hud been snubbed by Lord Beaeonsfield. He wasted
no affection upon the last named gentleman. While there.
he asked me if I would like to take a walk in his
garden, to which I gladly assented. The garden consisted of
a lot of perhaps two or three acres, which was a thick copse of
native and exotic trees. A graveled walk seven or eight feet
wide went around this enclosure, and there were numerous
cross-walks. We reached a rustie seat, over which hung a
drooping canopy of branches, wbieb formed a thiek shade, and
sat down to rest. He stated that he had sat there many a
pleasant hour with John Gould, the great English ornitholo-
gist, who must have been a counterpart of our Audubon. He
also mentioned Tegetmiei-, who was quite distiuguished in the
same direction. He stated that John Gould could imitate the
notes of many a wild bird aiul bring it down upon the graveled
walk before us. Jlr. Gould bad ouee aski'd him Imw nijiiiy
','ild birds he supposed ln'sicil in ilic cnpsr. n whicli Sir Rich-
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ard replied, "Perhaps twelve or fifteen." Mr. Gould answered
that there were fifty or sixty at least. On the way Lack to
the house we passed a bust of Shakespeare, to which he ealled
my attention. He said that it had been in some noted theater
and had been placed there because it had been practically dis-
carded by the ownera. Later that bust was restored and
placed in one of the great theaters of London, and spoken of
as a find of very great value. Sir Kiehard lived in a house
owned by Queen Victoria. Her Majesty had kindly given
him the rental of it during his lifetime. It was a conmiodious
briek structure, but singularly enough the roof was thatched.
However, it is not uncommon to see thatehed roofs upon other-
wise very elegant houses in that country. Following me to
one of the windows facing south, he pointed to a small pond
which was then filled with water. That, he stated, was once
the site of a hunting lodge of one of the Henrys—^Ilenry II, I
believe. He said many pleasant things to me concerning the
royal family of England, with whom he was a great favorite.

Ilaving a letter of introduction to Francis Darwin, son of
the great author of the "Origin of Species," who resided at
Cambridge, I went there one day for the purpose of securing
a page of the manuscript of his father's book. I found him
at home and had a very pleasant visit with him. He had but
three or four pages of the manuscript of that immortal book,
as he .stated it was not his father's habit to save his manu-
scripts. He gave me one of these pages, and the State of Iowa
now owns it.

I naturally wished to obtain some of the manuscript of
Chinese Gordon, who met with a cruel death at the hands of
the Mahdi in Africa. I one day called npon the publisher of
his life, Mr. C. Kegan Paul, with my letter of introduction
from the Governor of Iowa. I found him an exceedingly
pleasant gentleman. He had been educated for the Chureh of
England, but had changed his mind and become a piiblisher
and bookseller. He had none of General Gordon's manu-
script and said that it might be easily obtained, or it might
be verj' difficult to get. It was worth trying, however. He
gave me the address of General Gordon's brother, who was
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himself a retired General of the British army, suggesting that
I write him and state the ease. He also said that he would
write a letter endorsing my application. The letter had but a
short distanee to go and within three days thereafter, I
received manuscripts and letters of Chinese Gordon which
would readily sell for more than a hundred dollars today.

I was very fortunate in making the acquaintance of William
Michael Rossetti, brother of Dante Gabriel and Christina Ros-
setti. He gave me fifty or sixty letters of tlie distinguished
friends of his family, including some by his brother and his
sister. I have the original manuscript of two or three of
Christina's memorable poems, together with a photograph
whieh she signed and sent me. Later on Mr. Rossetti added
many valuable letters and other manuscripts to the collection.
These may now be seen in a section of one of the autograph
eases.

I was also placed under special obligations by Miss Agnes
Crane, a distinguished naturalist, who resides at Brighton, iind
who was one of the founders of the great Marine Aquarium
at that place, an object of much interest which I advise
every reader to visit when he goes to London. Her coUeetion
is mainly in the direction of naturalists, geologists and seien-
tific explorera. One of the writers was Nansen, the great
Swedish navigator of the Arctic regions.

I would not forget among others Aubrey DeVere, the Irish
poet who died three or four years ago. He was a distinguished
gentleman who resided at Curraugh Chase, a manor not far
from Adare, tlie seat of Lord Dunraven. I was indebted to
him for some veiy valuable letters, among which were those
of Carlyle, Cardinal Newman, his own father, Sir Aubrey
DeVere, Cardinal Claiming and Lord Tennyson. Sir. DeVere
was very much such a man in manners and speech as Hon.
John A. Kasson. the illustrious Iowa diplomat and statesman.
But Mr. DeVere was perhaps an inch taUer and larger in pro-
portion. Sinee my visit to his place he has died and his life
has Ijeen written by a distinguished literary gentleman. My
reeolleetions of him are vivid and my obligations to him I
feel are very great.



90 ANNALS OF IOWA

I should uicntion tliat when I visited Mr. Lowell T secured
two copies of his beautiful poem, "The First Snowfall," iu
his handwriting. The way I came to get two copies was as
follows. The first one he sent me was written on both aides of
the paper. I suggested to him that I would greatly prefer the
writing on but oue side of the paper, so that it eould be con-
veniently exhibited under glass. He therfupon at once sent
me another.

Really, there is such a mass of materials in my autograph
collection, every item of which is loaded down with a memory
more or less precious, that I am greatly embarrassed in essay-
ing ti) write this article. I would like to tell the reader of other
pleasant interviews with distinguished people of England and
the United States, but space fails me. However, there are
a few things that I shall attempt to set forth.

The Hon. Edward J. Phelps, our Ambassador to England.
w*ho sueeeedcd Lowell, was one of the i)leasantest and mo.st
agreeable gentlemen it has ever been my good fortune to meet.
He told me that he thoroughly sympathized with me in my
efforts to increase my collection, and that he would help me
in every possible direction, as he did upon many occasions.
He said to me one day, " I have a brother in Burlington, Iowa,
who has been a local judge. "When you go to Burlington,
please call upon him and tell him of the pleasant interviews
we have had." Not long after my arrival at home, I did visit
Burlington, and had it in mind that while there I would
certainly call to see Judge Phelps. I had spent an evening at
the residence of Col. W. "W. Dudge, the son of Hon. Augustus
Caesar Dodge, and at that time a State senator. The evening
was one during the full moon, and it wii.s almost as light as
day. Passing through the little park as I descended the hill
I saw a stranger eoming in at the opposite comer. It occurred
to me at once that this was Judge Phelps, and when I met
him I accosted him and found that my supposition was correct.
I told him that I had intended to call upon him, but that this
meeting must suffiee as my time was limited. I found him an
exceedingly attractive gentleman, who seemed highly pleased
with what I had to say about his distingnished brother. Not
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many months later I was deeply pained to learn that both were
removed by death. I regretted this most sincerely, for they
had given me distinct evidences of friendship and both were
honored and useful men. The Ambassador was one of the
finest legal scholars in the United States and a born diplomat.
As a man of great affairs he did not suffer by comparison with
James Russell Lowell.

While I was still in England I had the precious privilege
of hearing Spurgeon preach in Exeter Hall. Later be re-
sponded to my application and sent me a kind letter, his
photograph, and several engraved portraits, with some pages
of his manuscript. One of these was the memorandum of a
sermon he had preached, written on both sides of a page not
larger than one's hand. I was also indebted to George Augus-
tus Sala, the distinguished novelist for similar gifts. I ac-
quired a military order signed by Sir John Moore whom

We buried darkly at dead of night
The sods with our bayonets turning.

Letters and portraits of the Duke of Wellington ; fine letters
of Cowper, Bums, Hogg the "Ettrick Shepherd"; a little
fragment of the writing of Charlotte Bronte, accompanied by
a letter from her father ; some pages in the beautiful manu-
script of "George Eliot"; letters by Mrs. Hemans, George
Meredith, lilackmore, who wrote the great story of "Loriia
Doone"; Huxley, the world-renowned scientist. Sir Joseph
Hooker, who did so much for the world's botany, Boyd Daw-
kins, who investigated the mounds and bone caves of England
and France, were acquired and scores of others.

In American literature, I have a large collection includ-
ing such names as Longfellow, Bryant, Whitman, Lowell,
Bayard Taylor, Stedman, Whittier, Edgar A. Poe, Thomas
Bailey Aldrich. George AVilliam Curtis, James Whitcomb
Riley, "Mark Twain." "BiU Nye," "Bob Burdette," "Josh
Billings." William T̂ lnyd Garrison. Harriet Beecher Stowe,
Helen Hunt Jaekson.

I also secured a set of the letters of the Presidents of
the Unitî d States, with the exception of Andrew Johnson and
General Taylor. Of these two names, however, I have several
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signatures. Neither of them wrote much and their letters are
practically impossible to obtain. There are also letters by
such men as Salmon P. Chase, James G. Blaine, William H.
Seward, Joshua R. Giddings, "Old Ben Butler," Fred Doug-
lass, Booker T. Washington nnd many others.

AVhile making this collection I have secured some valuable
manuscripts whieh have been placed in fine bindings. Among
these are the following: The manuscript eopy of the address
delivered by Gov. Kirkwood at the dedication of the monu-
ment to Gen. N. B. Baker ; the manuscript of an address by
the Rev. Dr. William Salter, of Iowa, in presenting the oil
portrait of Judge Francis Springer, who presided at our last
constitutional convention ; manuscripts of Henry Ward
Beeeher and Phillips Brooks; the first inaugural address of
Governor William Larrabee; the farewell address to his old
regiment of Gen. James A. Williamson, who had just been
promoted to brigadier-general; letters from the correspond-
ence of Gen. James St. Tuttle, at Des Moines—including the
names of Grant, Sherman, MePherson, Logan, Kirkwood; two
beautiful volumes of nearly one hundred letters by the terri-
torial govei-nors of Iowa, Robert Lucas, John Chambers and
James Clark ; four volumes of letters from the correspondence
of Hon. John A. Kasson—including four letters by Abraham
Lincoln, with others from Senator Allison, Kirkwood, Grant,
etc. ; one splendid volume from the correspondence of Gen.
Joseph M. Street, the great Indian Agent who spent the better
part of his life at Prairie du Chien, and at Agency City in
Iowa, at which last plaee he died and was buried. This last
collection includes letters by Presidents Madison and Monroe,
Henry Clay, and many illustrious men of that period. Among
the volumes of letters from the other side of the water may
be mentioned those of Rossetti, Edward H. Freeman, the his-
torian of the Norman Conquest, Gilbert White, author of
"The Natural History of Selboume," Rev. George Crabbe,
'*the poet of the poor," Austin Dobson, the Rev. Bishop
Stubbs, Haeckel, the great German scientist, and others whieh
have not yet been put into binding. Upon the exhibition of
these bound manuscripts at the St. Louis Exposition, I was,
in 1904, awarded a gold medal.
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In the section devoted to the Union Army we have letters
by Grant, Sherman, Sheridan, Logan, Dodge, Williamson,
McPherson, Ilazen, Hammond, Scott, Curtis, Rice, Crocker,
Brackett, Hunt, Sickles.

In the section devoted to the Southern Confederacy, there
are interesting letters by Jefferson Davis, Mrs. Davis and
their daughter. Miss Winnie Davis. Letters or other speci-
mens of the handwriting of Generals Joe Johnston, Beaure-
gard. Hood, Pickett, Longstreet, Mosby, Admiral Semmes,
Kirby Smith, Tombs. "Wigfall, ]\Tason, and Slidell. An im-
portant and valuable letter by Gen. Robert E. Lee was pre-
sented to me by G«n. G. M. Dodge.

In the Iowa section there are letters hy our U. S. Senators,
Governors and Judges of the Supreme Court. Especially fine
are the mementos of Jones, Dodge, Grimes, Harlan, Allison,
Kirkwood and Wright.

We have the commissions of Gen. Henry Dodge, the fii-st
territorial governor of Wisconsin, when that territory in-
cluded what is now the State of Iowa. These commissions bear
the signatures of the Presidents from Jladison to Polk. We
also have the order book of Gen. Henry Dodge, which he
carried through the Black Hawk war. Some of his commis-
sions were issued to him by Meriwether Lewis and William
Clark when they were governors of ten-itories. We have
many commissions which have the signatures of Lincoln,
Grant, Johnson, Harrison. Hayes, McKinley and Roosevelt.

The work of autograph collecting is by many good and
great people deemed of very little consequence but it has
proven a great satisfaction to mo ever since I started it in the
office of the little country newspaper at Warren, Pa. The
faet that several multi-millionaires are now engaged in the
pleasant pastime may have a tendeney to endue it with high
respectability. But Carlyle, and our great Emerson, de-
nounced the entire fraternity in the worst language they
were wont to command. In the case of my collection, I may,
however, say that it was the foundation of the Historical De-
partment of Iowa, and that it is visited with every mark of
interest and approval by hundreds of people of our State
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every year. It has had the sulistantial aid of some of the
greatest men and women at home and abroad. Really, in
spite of any adverse criticism, it "has done the State some
service and they know it."

Mention should be made here of the cases in which this
collection is carefully preserved under glass and in such
convenient shape tliat visitors may see it at their pleasure. A
little drawer or horizontal picture frame is pulled out and
you have before you letters and small portraits of some dis-
tinguished person. Manuscripts are well known to fade when
exposed to the light. These are secluded from the light except
for the brief periods when they are under observation. The
general form of these cases was designed by me. I had the
aid of Hon. Robert Finkbine in reducing my rough drawings
to shai)e. The cases answer their purpose admirably. They
have been copied in the Masonic Library at Cedar Rapids and
in the libraries of Boone. Council Bluffs, Oskaloosa, and
partially in Burlington. Inquiries in regard to their style
and the expense of manufacturing them have come from the
libraries of Omaha. Denver. St. Paul and other plaees, but I
am not informed as to whether any have been manufactured.

THE UPPER DES MOINES VALLEY—1848.

The manuscript of the article printed herewith is a frag-
ment of a journal found among the papers of Edwin God-
dard of Keosauqua, Iowa. While the author's name is un-
known, the journal is valuable for the minute and very inter-
esting description it gives of the country explored. With the
fragments there were found two pencil sketched maps re-
spectively of the St. Anthony Falls and the Fort Snelling
localities on the Mississippi, drawn to a scale of two miles to
the inch.

Mr. Goddard was a careful collector of materials bearing on
the settlement and civilization of Iowa and the west. He
served as a private in Co. F, of the Second Iowa Infantry,
being severely wounded at the capture of Fort Donelson. He




