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all women primarily reflected the behavior of middle-class women.
The advances made in women's higher education and changes in the
curricula or behavior of college women affected only a tiny minority
of American women. Rothman also fails to relate the changing concept of womanhood to general patterns of social, economic, and
political change. Discussion of the birth control movement never
directly focuses in on the revolutionary implications of contraception
for women, and the question "What effect did the Great Depression
and World War II have on women?" is left unanswered.
Rothman synthesizes much of the recent work written in women's
history; her analysis incorporates data obtained from memoirs, club
and agency records, serials, college reports, and polemic and didactic
literature on women's role. Her discussions on health care, the growth
and effectiveness of women's voluntary associations, women's role in
initiating and supporting progressive legislation, the medical
profession's destruction of the Sheppard-Towner Maternity and
Infancy Program, and the historical and present drive for federally
supported day-care programs are enlightening. The concerns of
today's women are placed in a context which clarifies what is, and
what is not novel about current controversies. The evolution of
woman's role in American society is written in a style understandable
and appealing to the non-historian. In the concluding chapters, Rothman sits back and ponders what she has leamed and observed. She is
open and honest with the reader, for she includes an analysis of the
divisive and potentially damaging effects of woman's drive for personal fulfillment upon society and its institutions.
Janice Nahra Friedel
Loess Hills Area Education Agency
Council Bluffs, IA

BOOK NOTICES
Eastern Iowa Prehistory, by Duane Anderson. (Ames: Iowa State
University Press, 1981. pp. 108, illustrations, sources, suggested
reading, $10.95 cloth.)
At the time Iowa State University Press published Duane Anderson's
Western Iowa Prehistory (1975), the author was living in Cherokee,
Iowa. Now that Dr. Anderson is living in Iowa City and is the State
Archaeologist it is proper that ISU Press has published the present
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Book Notices
work as a companion volume to the earlier book. Like the first book,
this one is illustrated by Lennis Moore, a well-known Iowa artist. The
author provides excellent courses for the layperson interested in archaeology—lists of filmstrips, educational leaflets, correspondence
courses, and fieldwork opportunities. He shows how scientific archaeology has replaced the early fad of "treasure hunters and curiosity
seekers" and how exploration has expanded to include the study of
trails, stone quarries, fish traps, and spirit places. The technical literature has been sifted and put into terms the layperson can comprehend
in an attempt to let the reader become involved in archaeology in a
constructive and intimate way. A book which Iowans should read and
enjoy.
Artifacts and the American Past, by Thomas J. Schlereth. (Nashville:
American Association for State & Local History, 1980. pp. 294,
illustrations, notes, appendices, index, $13.95 cloth.)
The author presents a "sampler" of investigative techniques to
explore and teach history outside the traditional classroom. He brings
an important new dimension to such study through the on-site
research and analysis of material and cultural artifacts—photographs,
cartographs, historic house museums, centennial celebrations, plants
and natural materials, and regional studies. The book illustrates how
research on artifacts moves beyond the mere descriptive stage to
actual historical analysis and interpretation. Everything around us
becomes a "learning laboratory" and we gain new insights and appreciation of our material culture through reading this book. Once
again, AASLH is to be commended for its publication of such a
worthy book.
The Iowa Writers' Workshop, by Stephen Wilbers. (Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 1980. pp. 153, photographs, bibliography,
appendix, index, $7.95 paper.)
The University of Iowa is noted for its NCAA wrestling championships and its nationally known medical school; but it achieves world
renown with its Iowa Writers' Workshop. The author, a graduate of
the English department at the University of Iowa, traces the origins
and growth of the Writers' Workshop from the days of Edwin Ford
Piper to the present. A thorough sifting of sources and interviews with
former Workshop faculty and students, this book fills a long unfilled
need. Reading it is like getting to know the authors of a Who's Who in
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