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Although best known for his posthumous best-seller. Sand County Al-
manac (1949), Aldo Leopold authored hiHidreds of articles, reports,
and essays during his lengthy career in conservation. In The Essential
Aldo Leopold, Curt Meine and Richard L. Knight distill Leopold's pro-
digious output into a single volume that encompasses not orüy Leo-
pold's published output but previously unpublished material from his
personal papers as well. To accomplish this impressive feat. Meine and
BCnight have chosen brief excerpts (sometimes a sentence, occasionally
a paragraph or two) of Leopold's work. Each selection offers either an
unusually clear distillation of one of Leopold's ideas or an example of
Leopold's often elegant phrasing. Meine and Knight have arranged
these excerpts into chapters with themes such as "Ecological Restora-
tion" and "Agriculture." Each chapter is, in turn, introduced by a
present-day environmental thinker (Donald Worster, David Orr, Terry
Tempest WiUiams, and others) who identifies the contemporary rele-
vance of Leopold's thought.

Although the result is a book that is made up of snippets rather
than a sustained narrative. The Essential Aldo Leopold does indeed serve
an essential function: it enables readers to survey Leopold's remark-
ably varied output in a single volume. A system of notes directs read-
ers to the source of each excerpt. The book's hidden message, then,
would seem to be that readers should not rest after finishing The Essen-
tial Aldo Leopold, but should instead use the work as a starting point
from which to investigate the full range of Leopold's still vital envi-
ronmental writings.
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This slim book, based largely on the oral recollections of a civil engi-
neer based in Quincy, Illinois, is an uneven treatment of a complex




