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In September of this year, 1836, a treaty was held with the Sac”
and Fox Indians, on the bunks of the river, above the city, where
the house of Mrs. Brabrook now stands. Gmemor Dodgé was
Commissioner on the part of the United Siates, to secure a tract
of land upon the Towa river, called Keokuk’s Reserve.” There

.were present at the treaty 'mbout a thousand Chiefs, Braves and

Warriors, and it was the last assemblage of the kind ever held
here to treat for the sale of their lands.  Mr. D. C. Eldridge was
present, and relates the scenes at this treaty. Keokuk was head
Chief, and principal speaker on the occasion. Black Hawk was
present, but was not, allowed to participate in the treaty, standing
alone, outside of the groupe, with Ii's son. Nau-she®as-kuk and
a few other friends were silent spectators. This is the last time
the old Chief ever visited this vicinity, which to him had heen
one of the dearest spots on earth, and around which his affections
had clastered from boyhood. He was dressed on this cccasien in
the white man’s style, having on an old black frock coat, and a
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drab hat, with a cana, the very picture of disappointed ambition.
Like the withered oak of his native forest, torn and shattered by
the lightning’s blast, the winter of"age upon his brow, and his fee-
ble, tottering steps pressing the soil he so mach loved, he stood,s
representative, & noble relic of his once powerful tribe, in medita-
tive, dismal silence. What thrilling recollections, what heart-
stiring scenes, must have passed through the mind of the aged
patriarch of three scove years, and what deep emotion muat have
dlled his soul, as he reflected upon the past, and desired to unbur-
Jen his erowded memory of the wrongs of his people toward
him.  Buat he was not allowed to spealk. ITe had made a misstep
in the great drama of life. e was afallen Chieftain.  Iis proud
natare would not allow him to-yield, and take a lowly seat in the
Councils of his people, and so he stood the sileat observer of the
{inal contract, that tore him from the last foothold on the hunting
grounds of his fathers. The saddened memory of years struggled
tor utterance, but the great Chieféain s:pothcrcd it, with stoical
indifference. IIe died on the Des Moines river, October 3d, 1830

The varied acco ints of the death and burial ot Black Iawk am:
such as to induce the author to say, that he was not ¢ buried ma
sitting posture in the banks of the Des Moines: river, where s
could sze the canoes of his tribe as they passed to the good hun
ing ground,” as was stated in some accounts at the time of hig
death. Neither was he buried as Schon]um['tsny.\', (Vol. 6, p.‘5541f
1857,) “with all the rizhts of sepulture which are only bestowed
upon their most distinguished men,” anl that « Hloy‘bm'ied Tim
in his war dress in asitting posture on an eminence, and coverel
Wim with a mound of earth.” Ile sickened and died, near Towi
ville, the site of his old town, on the Des Moines viver, in Wapell”
county, of this State; and was buried close by, like Wapello/
another chief of his tribe, after the tashion of the whites.  Ji¥
grave was some forty rods trom the river, at the upper end of the
little prairie bottom where he lived.  While perferming the pubs
tie surveys of this District in 1843, one of my scction lines mn
divectly across the remains of the wigwam in whick |
warrior closed his earthly carveer, which I muked upon my mﬂ’@r
and fiom his grave took bearings to suitable land-marks 5 records
shem in my regular field notes, snd transmitted them to the
veyor General. Black ITawl’s: war-club was thea standine atl
head of his grave, having been oftem Yenexed with pﬂi:w ad
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wampum, after the fashion of his tribe. At a later period it is
eaid that a certain Dr. , of Warsaw, Ill, disinterred the
body, and took the bones to Warsaw. Gov. Tuchs learning this,

equired their return to him, when they were placed in the hall of
the Historical Society at Bmhnrrton, and finally consumed by fire
with the rest of the Society’s valuable collections.

At the close of this year, 1836, there were some six or scven
houses in the original limits of the town, and the population did
not exceed ono hundred, all told ; while Stephenson had some five
hundred inhabitants. There was but one main street, or public
road leading through the town. This was up and down the river
bank, or Froat street.  An Indian trail, which afterwards became
a public road, led out of the city nearly where Main street now
is, passing by the corner of 6th and Main, following the top of the
ridze near the present residence of Mr. Newcomb, and running
across the Coliege Grounds, intersecting Main stréet on the West

-side of the square. Another Indmn trail leading from the town,

was from the residence of Mr. Le Chlre where the Depot now
stands, passing up the bluff where Le Claire street now crosses
Bixth, and entered Brady opposite the College grounds. Although
a treaty had been made with the Tndians and they had sold their
lands, yet they still lingérad around the place so dear to them.
The trading house of Col. Davenport was still kept open, on the
Island, and furnishsd supplies for them.

No portion of the great West, has the Indian been so loath to
leave as the hunting and fishing grounds of Rock Island and
vicinity. Tt is said to have beenone of the severest trials of Black:
Hawk’s life, to bid adieu to the home of his youth and the graves
of his ancestors. When carrizd past Rock Isl‘.}_nd a prisoner,
after his defeat and capture at the battle of Bad Axe, he is said
to have wept like a child. The powder horn worn by him at his
last battle, has recently been obtained from an old Pioneer soldier
of the Black Hawk war '\1/1(1 presented to tl\e State Historieal
Society, by R. M. Prettyman, Esq., of Duenport. For many
vears after the Zomoy: 1l of the Sacs anfl Foxes to their new home
beyond the BILS“&MPDI parties of them would pay an annual visit
and even now one sces the aged warrior walking over our ecity,
pointing out to his children places of interest now covered by the
wigwams of the white man. Even the fish taken in the As-Sinne-
Sepo, (Rock \}liver,) were considered by tho Indian better than
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any caught in the Mississippi or elsewhere. When the order
came for their removal, it was with bowed heads and lingering
steps they took up their line of march towards the setting sun, the
children of destiny, a persecuted race, seeking an asylum from the
oppression of the white man.

In May, 1837, a council of chiefs was held at the trading house
of Col Davenport, on Rock Island, to consider the invitation sent
to them by President Van Buren, fm;,n deputation to visit him at
Washington. At this “talk,” Ieokuk, as Chiet of the Sacs and”
Foxes, was present, and a large number of under chiefs or braves,
Among them were Wapéllo, Poweshiek, Pash-apa-ho, Nau-she-
us-kuk, son of Black Hawk, and many others. At the same time
a band of Pottawattamie Indians, then on their way to their lands
on the Missouri river, were encamped on Black Hawk Creek,
some three miles below this city. They had stopped to rest, and
visit their friends the Sacs and Foxes. The head men of this
band were invited to sit in council. I had the pleasure of being
present with many other strangers, by invitation from Colonel
Davenport. This band of Pottawattamies had been eucamped
for some tim?, and had annoyed the few settlers along the river
and bluffs, by stealing their hogs, an article by the way that an
Indian is very fond of. The inhabitants had sent to the old Fort
at Moﬁ"trose, where a few soldiers were still quartered, for assist-
ance to remove these Indians. As the Council was atout assem-
bling on the Islfmld, there appeared upon this side of the river &
company of dragoons. The Licutenant in command was soon seb
across the river, and by invitation took a seat in council. His
errand was soon made known, when one of the Pottawattamie
chiefs arose, and with much warmth denied the charge of steal-
ing. He was told by the officer that he must prepare to march
the next day. But he told the Lientenant in insolent languag
that he would not go; that he had no provisions ; that the agent
had cheated him out of the annuities, and that the whole Federal
combination was a heap of impositions. Ile was soon silenced by
the agens, and in a more subdued manner, after being instructed
to go by the Fort and get provisions, he told the Licutenant that
a part of his band was encamped on the Wabesipinicon riven
and that if he would go up after them, he would be ready to
accompany 'them on his return. The young officer not being up
‘to Tndian tricks, left immediately for the “ Wapsie,” in pursuit of
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Indians. Upen his return a few days after, he very frankly
aknowledged that he was “sold,” and on looking for his friend
the chief, he only found the smouldering ashes of his camp fire,
and has never probably had the pleasure of meeting him since.

After this little business of the Lieutenant was concluded, the
Council was opened in due form, by smoking the calumet. Keo-
kuk, as usual, was the principal speaker. He first called an aged
warrior, or chief, who made a few remarks on being again permit-
ted to meet their white fiiends. He was followed by Keokuk,
who slowly rose to his feet, letting drop his blanket from his
shoulders, displaying his calico shirt with the necklace of grizaly
bear’s claws hung around his neck, and a proper quantity of wam-
pum. His manner was dignified. All eyes were turned upon him,
and a smile of satisfaction, it such a thing could be seen on the
face of an Indian, could be traced, as this great orator began his
speech. He alluded, in brief terms, to the friendly relations exist-
ing between the President and himself, was happy to hear from,
and much pleased with, the invitation from him, for a visit. He
then entered upon the importance of more material aid from his
great father. This was done, probably to please his people and
maintain his popularity. As he warmed up with the subject, he
became animated and even eloquent. His speecl} was clear and
distinct. He spoke fast, so much so that Mr. Le Claire, the inter-
preter, had frequently to stop bim. His lofty bearing, his earnest
intelligent look, and his well-timed gestures, all told that he was
one of nature’s orators. His own people had cver looked upon
him as a man destined to rule. So powerful in argument was he
that he has been known, by his eloquence in debate, to completely
turn the multitude from their first purpose. He rose from obscu-
rity to the CLieftainship of his tribe by the force of his talents 3
and was often charged by his red brethren with having white blood
in his veins. There is a mystery hanging over the death of this
celebrated Chief.

The Sacs and Foxes, on their removal from here, first settled
on the Iowa river; ; _and, after the second purchase, they removed
to the Des Moines river, where they remained until the last sale of
their lands in Towa, when government provided them a home im
Kansas. They are now located on the waters of the Neosha and!
Osage rivers, South-west ot Fort Leavenworth near the Shawnees:
and Kansas Indians,and have a tract of country embnacing some

™
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four hundred and thirty-five thousand acres. There are about.
gixteen hundred in both tribes, and draw from the United States
an annuity of fifty thousand dollars per annum for their support.
They have a large amount of farming lands opened for cultivation
and an experienced farmer to teach them agriculture, but from
the annual reports of the Indian Bureau we learn that their pro-
gress is slow, and their unwillingness to send their children to
school exhibits a decided dislike to civilization and iruprovement.
Their pfoud, indepzndent, restless spirit, has led them several
times since their location beyond the Missouri, to get up war
patties for a descent upon the Sioux or other tribes, but their agent
has been as prompt to put them down. They have never struck
a blow since their residence there. Vast sums of money have
been expended on these Indians to civilize and christianize them,
but to little purpose. Some difficulties have arisen among them-
selves, since the death of Ketﬁxuk, but of what nature we are nof
able to relate.

Keokuk remained with them to the time of his death. Suspicion
rested on him, in the minds of some of the tribe, of unfairness in
the distribution of the annuities. He is said to have had a quarrel
with Wai-sau-me-sau, a son of Black Hawk, on the subject of goy-
ernment annuities. Keokuk was charged with partiality towards
his own friends and the whites. An effort was made to elect a
new disbursing Chief, when the whites interfered and no change
was effected.

At the annual payment of annuities in October, 1841, the long
smothered vengeance in the hearts of Black Hawk s sons broku
out against Keokuk, for his treatment of their father after his
downfall, and one account at the time stated that he was stabbed
by Wai-sau-me-sau. Another is that he was po;oned but certain
it is that he died very suddenly. Nau-she-as-kuk, the other son
of Black Hawk, died at the reservation in Kansas, in 1856, of
delirium tremens.

There are other incidents that ocecurred during the year 1836,
and prior, that might be worthy of note. One that Irecollect was
a fight which took place among a band of Sacs anﬂ/Foxes, who
were encamped on the bank of the river just below Cannon’s Mills.
They had been supplied, as usual, with liquor, by that unprinci-
pled wretch the frontier Whisky dealer, until all were drunk, when
s general quarrel ensued ; knives and tomahaws were at once res
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sorted to, and many were cut severely, while two were killed out-
right. In ordinary circumstances, the murderer must answer with
his life, and if' he flies, the friends and relatives of' the deceased
must pursee and bring the offender to justice. The Chief ot the
tribe requires his surrender at the hands of his relatives or his
tribe, but in a drunken frolic when one is killed, no one is charged
with the murder. It is set down to the whisky. The Indian is
not to blame. It is the * che-moco-man’s scuti-appo,” or white
man’s fire-water, that has done the deed, and no sacrifice of blood
is required to avenge the wrong.

Tn 1841, while making some explorations in the Siotx and Win-
nebago Indian country, upon the head waters of the Waubsipine-~
eon, Cedar and Towa rivers, now Minnesota, I stayed a few days
at the village of “ Chos-chunka,” or Big Wave, a Chief of ‘the
‘Winnebagoes. One beautiful moonlight night, the Indian chil-
dren had been playing with unusual life and gayety, the young
men and maidens had roamed at large around the village, and the
sports and moonlight games had made the wild woods echo with
the rude and sometimes boisterous mirth of these sons of the
forest. Our host had pointed to our lodgings in one end of his
wigwam, and all had retired, when there came over the stillness
of the night, one of those Indian yells so familiar to many of our
frontier villages. I knew it well, and as two drunken Indians
approached the village, a stir among its inmates was heard, as one
and another crept from his lodge to hear the news from thie trad-
ing house, or some border whisky-shop Chos chunka turned on
his bed, and with his long pipe stem stirring the embers, he soon
Kindled a blaze, lit his pipe and fell back upon his pallet. There
was now a glimmering light from the re-kindled embers, so that
from beneath my blanket I could see all that passed within the
wigwam. The noise increased. Footsteps were heard passing
by our lodge; it was evident the Indians were gathering for a
“Big Drunk.” Soon the bear skin door of the lodge was pushed
-aside and one of the wives of the Chief, who had been absent a
few moments, entered and whispered something in his ear. 8he
went away and the Chief resumed his pipe, and lounged upon hig
bear-skin bed. The wife soon returned, bearing with her a bottle
containing the ‘accursed poison, which she presented to Chos-
Chunka. He refused, and hidding her go away, he remained upon
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his bed. But he seemed uncasy, and at Tast arose and sat by the
fire. Again his squaw brought the fatal bottle, of which she had
cvidently tasted, and again he refused it, when she threw her arms
around his neck and placed the bottle to his lips. 1Iis resolutions
were all overcome, and he drank, then bade herbegone. But the
fatal draught had been taken, and its fire,was fast passing through
his veins. The noise in the adjoining lodge, where the festive
board was spread, had now become loud and boisterous. All a¢
once the Chief threw aside his pipe, and rushed out of his lodge.

1 spoke to my companions, A. W. Campbell and the interpreter,
when we at once arose and made our way out to see the condition
of things among the Indians. I had messages, and a pass or per-
mit to visit the country, from Gov. Chambers, endorsed by the
Indian Agent, Rev. David Lowry, at Ft. Atk'ms%n, on Turkey
river, and well knew that under ordinary circumstances, I was
safe while a guest of the Chief, and under the protection of his
lodge. I well knew, too, that it was the courtesy due to us, that
s0 long prevented him joining the festive party, for while he was
struggling so hard between whisky and politeness, he turned many
sorrowful and imploring glances toward our silent couch, We
spent but a short time looking into the lodge where the drunken
scene was fast preparing for a bloody ending. As we stood there
viewing the circle of Indians within, a dog ran across the ring
when a drunken Indian struck him in the ribs. In a moment the
owner grappled with the offender, and soon the melee became -
general. On all such occasions every weapon of a deadly sort is
hid by the squaws before the commencement of the frolic. But,
in the tussle about the dog, they kicked from under the matting a
hatchet. The infuriated savage caught it with all the avidity of
the avenger of blood, and with one stroke, cut the scalp from the
other’s head, from the forchead to the eye! One single yell was
heard, and with a rush, one side of the wigwam was carried away,
and the howling of the dogs and crying of the squaws, soom
brought the whole village together. As the motley group poured
out of the dilapidated wigwam, we soon found our way back to the
lodge of the Chieftain, and snugly ensconced ourselves in bed,
covered up head and ears, peep holes excepted. In a few moments
(Chos-Chunk came in with nine of his braves and friends. The
usual circle was soon formed and the bottle began to pass, but i
themidst of their revelry,the Chief would often caution them about
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i too much noise, as he had distinguished friends visiting him, and
0 they must not be disturbed. That they were “big captains,” and
making a picture of their country to show his great Father, the
President, (I was surveying for my map of Iowa, published in
1845.) In their drunken carousal I could see that same low, vul-
gar, nonsensical merriment which is often exhibited in she white
man on similar occasions. They told their love stories and sung
their bachanalian songs, until one after another fell over and were
left to sleep away the fumes of that drink, which has carried thou-
gands of these ignorant savages to the grave.

An Indian, when he once tastes liquor, never leaves it until he
is drunk or it gives out. e comprehends no other use of it but
to stupify. It is no welcome beverage to him, for they do notlove
the taste of it, but its effects. The palate of the Indian is as little
vitiated as that of a child. They usc no salt nor seasoned food,
and their taste is keen and remarkably sensitive. I have seen the
Indian in apparent agony by drinking whisky, which is generally
well spiced with red pepper and gums, to keep up its strength,
and I have seen the young man and maiden held by main strength,
while the whisky has been administered, to teach them to drink.

The next morning, after the affray above narrated, I visited the
lodge of the wounded Indian. He refused in sullen silence to con-
verse upon the subject, and would only say, “too much scuti-appo.”
No hard feelings were entertained towards the offender, all was
charged to the whisky account.

YLe Cl'me Phl”lp Hamb umh L(_,\Ha Hﬂ)but George L. Daven”
port, L. S. Collon G.'C. R. Mu;chu MA] Wm. Gordon, D. C.

“Eldridge, Dr. Emelsolﬁ James and Robeft McIntosh, James M.

FBowling, Ira Coo( Sen., and his sous \leL Ebenezer, John P.

and Ira Co‘él\, Jr, A{'l/am and John No[ﬁ Jolm Armil and SOnS8,
Jamet and Walter Kel: y, Dr. James Ihll and sons, Alexan fer W -

VMGGIE""O}hlS father and brother, Johnand Dn‘ul Le Cll{ue Wm.
R. Skoemaker, Edward Pow'@s J'Lul(.s R. Stubbs, Tanner-
hill, William Wa%s, Frazier Wilson and others.

There were only seven houses or cabins erected at the close of
the year, most of them very rude structures, built of poor material
and but cheerless abodes to mee$ the coming winter. One of
these, the first public house built in the town, was situated at the
dorner of Front and Ripley streets, erected by Col Davenport and

Among the settlers at the close of the year 1836, were Antoine
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Mr. Le Cla'n:e, and kept at first by Edward PoSvers, now of Rock -
Island, called the “Davenport THotel,” but afterwards enlarged and. .,
known as the “U. S. Hotel.” The building is still standing,

The log house of Capt. Litch, the first $vhisky-shop, has been
torn away to give place o more substantial buildings. The build-
ing erected by Mr. Shoals, afterwards known as the ¢ Dillon¥
House,” stood on the bank of the river, on the next block below
Burnell, Gillett & Co.’s Mill.  This has been destroyed by fire.
The rest of the “land marks” of 1836 are still standing, decaying
witnesses of the early trials of the Pioneers of Scott county.

The population did not exceed one hundred. Bat little ground
had been broken, and very little grain of any kind raised. Sup-
plies had to be obtained from Cincinnati and St. Louis. TheFort
on Rock Island had been abandoned, and the soldiers removed,
The morning reveille, and the evening tattoo had ceased to beat,
and old Fort Armstrong, that had afforded shelter and protection
to many of the immigrants, was deserted ; and as the chilling blast
ot December fell upon the unprotected settlers, many an anxious
heart was saddened by the prospect of the coming Winter, and
many a tear wiped in silence, as their thoughts went back to those,
haleyon days of unalloyed happiness in the land of their nativity.

The survey of the public lands in Towa began in the Autumn
of 1836. - Scott county survey was made by A. Befit and son,
from Michigan, U. 8. Deputies from the Snrveyor General’s
Office at Cincinnati. The surveys of this county were completed
ir March, 18237. Tt contains 280,516 acres.

All lands, from the time of the departure of the Indians, until
they were offered for sale by the government, were under the rule
of “squatter sovereignty.” Any man had a right to select for
himself any portion of the public domain, not otherwise appropri-
ated, for his home, and by blazing the lines bounding his ¢ claim”
in timber, or staking it out on the prairie, he was legally possessed
of title. Societies were formed, or *claim clubs,” who organized
themselves to protect one another in their rights. The Secretary
kept a book in which all claims had to be recorded. A territorial
law existed, making contracts for claims valid, and notes given
for such were colle ;tible by law. Great speculations were car-
ried on by pioneer ‘“‘claim-makers,” a class of men who no sooner
than they had sold one claim to some new comer, would proceed
to make another, and commence improvements. These claimg J
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were respected and held in peace (when properly taken) until the
sale of the lands by government, when the owners were permitted
to purchase them at the minimum price of $1.25 per acre.

During the fishing season of this Spring, among other neigh-
boring tribes that often visited the Sacs and Foxes to fish in the
waters of the As-sin-ne-Sepo, (Rock Ri\;er,) a small band of Win- 4"
nebagoes were encamped on Rock Island. As usual the young
and more, profligate of the tribe were hanging around the groce-
ries in Stephen.‘lcgn and Davenport, bartering such articles as they
possessed for whisky. On one occasion two young Indians, being
crazed by too large potations from the whisky bottle, quarreled,
and one struck the other; an indignity seldom submitted to by an
Indian, drunk or sober. The next day they met upon the little
willow island, just below the town of Davenport, whether by acei-
dent o: by common consent, it is not known, but the quarrel was
renewe | and carried to such an extent, that one of them was killed.
No whites were present, and various reports were made by the
Indians as to the manner of his death. One account of the afffiir
was that the difficulty was settied by a duel, after the fashion of
the white man, one of the parties using a shot gun, the other a
rifle. Ifit was a duel, it is the first on record of having taken
place am' ng the Indians of the North-west. The shot-cun hero
was buried in one of the mounds then existing on the banks of the
river below the city, on the farm of Ira Co‘ék, Esq., the site of

“Black Hawk’s last village. There was another Indian buried in
the same mound, who died at the same time, having been bitten
by a rattlesnake while lying drunk one night. They were placed
four feet apart, facing each other; buried in dirt as high up as
the waist holding in one hand the paint, and in the other the
tomahawk. The graves were surrounded with poles or pickets
some ten feet high, and set so close that no animal of any size
could get to the bodies.

The survivor fled to his home in Shab-be-nah’s Grove on Rock
River, leaving his friends here in deep distress at his misfortune,
and the dire consequences that must unavoidably follow, accord-
ing to Indian custom. The fugitive well knew his doom! There

- was blood upon his skirts. The relatives of the deceased demanded
his return. They clamored for his blood. Ilis own sister and
some of his relatives went for him, and found him in his wigwam,
with blackened face, brooding in silence ever his act of blood, feek

o Y
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nz that the Great Spirit was angry with him and that no sacrifice
was too great to appease his wrath. The sister plead with him
to return to Rock Tsland and meet his fate, and thus appease the
wrathful spirit of the departed one. One bright morning in May,
a few days after the murder, the quiet camp of the Inlians on As-
sin-ne-Maness (Rock Island) was awakened by the doletul chang
of the death so.g. A few canoes came gliding around the poing
of the Island, among them was that of the murderer, singing his
last song this side the good hunting ground. His canoe was pad-
dled by his own sister whom he tenderly loved. The long pro-
tracted howl of the Indian crier soon put in motion the whole
camp, on both sides of the river. From every cave and eddy
along the banks of the river, there shot for.h canoes filled with exs
cited natives, cager to participate in the bloody scene about to be
cnacted. A circle was soon formed a little above the burying
ground of the old Fort at the foot of the Island. A shallow grave
was duz, and the willing but trembling culprit was led to it by his
moflirning sister, and kneeling on one side of it, the nearest male
relative of the deceased approached, and with one blow of the
tomahawk his death song was hushed, and then his body was cut
in pieces by the surrounding Indians.
{"The first marriage ceremony in town toolﬁ/place in the Spring
of this year. "The parties were W B. Watts and a nicce of An~
Ytoine Le Claire, Esq. Mrs. Watts died a few years afterwards,
and was buried in Mr. Le Claire’s private burial ground. This
Spring also the first brick-yard was opened by Mr. Harvey Leon-¥
ard, from Indiana, on Sixth, between Main and Harrison s reets.
Mer. Leonard not only manufactured the brick, but was a master-
builder, and carried on the business for many years. In 1851, he
was clected Sheriff, an office which he held many years.

Among the improvements introduced at this early day, in the
mechanical line, was one of ¢ Getty’s Patent Metallic Mills,”
owned by D. C. Eldl"{idge. This little machine, not much larger
than a coffee mill, did wonders in the way of cracking wheat and
corn. Some called it a “Houring mill,” although the flour made in
it might not bear inspection at the present day, yet the hot rolls

made from it, when placed upon the table, superseded all other:

bread then in use, which consisted principally of “corn dodgers.
Its propelling power was a horse which had done good service in:
the Black Hawk War, (or that of 1812). We imagine we can

g
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now see the thing in operation, down on “ Brimstone Corner,”
(Front and Ripley streets,) with Joe Topm the old discharged
soldier, as head engineer, rolling out the bread stuff by the quart.
But this was the “day of small things.”

Some trouble occurred this year among claim-holders. The
new comers, in some instances, were unwilling to go over Duck
Creek to take claims, and considered the Squatter Sovel}'eigntytoo
liberal in giving to each man three hundred and twenty acres,
while none of it "vas improved. Individuals, not in actual posses-
sion, were liable to have their claims jumped. Several
cases of this kind occurred, when the Society, which had been
organized in March of this year, interfered. Having tried one man
by the name of btcphen , who had jumped a claim of Maj. Wil-
son’s, (now of Rock Island, ,) where the Ladies’ Collowc now standg,
or a part ct “ Fulton’s addition,” and he refusing to vacate the
premises, on application of the Major, the Sheriff of Du Buque’”
county was se’nt for, there being then no nearer seat of Justice
than Du Buque. On the arrival of Sheriff Cumh\ixings, he found
Mr. Stephens snugly ensconced in the Major’s cabin, armed with
the instruments that would terminate life if properly handled, and
threatening entire annibilation to any and all who might dare to
touch him.” The Sheriff soon summoned his posse, and with them
came a yoke of oxen, which were soon hitched to one corner of
the log cabin, and as the timbers began to show signs of parting,
Mr. Stephens very willingly vacated the premises, and was shown
the most feasible, as well as the quickest route to Stephedson, and
never afterward made any attempt to recover his claim on this side
of the river.

At the close of 1837, there were about fifteen or sixteen houscs
in the town, six new ones having been built during the year,
and the town numbered about one hundred and sixty inhabitants
The Autamn of this year was deiightful. The Summer was not
hot nor oppressive. It gently merged into Autumn, and Winter
came in, and continued mild all the season. I wasin camp prose-
cuting the public surveys upon the Waubsepinecon river from
the 17th of October until the first of April, with no other shelter
for myself and men, than a canvas tent, and was detained from
work but three days during the whole time, on account of storms

_ or cold weather. The snow fell that Winter to the depthof three
or four inches only. The Mississippi river closed on the 13th of
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February. On the first day of April, 1833, the first boat of the
season passed down, the river having been open but a few days.
The Spring was mild and beautifual.
{The immigrants of the year were but few, compared with after
years. Among them, were Nathaniel Squires, John Forrést, Tim-v
othy and Thomas Dillon and families, Rev. J. A. Palmorgues,
{Rodolphus Bennet, John N. Macklot, John M, D. llill'l'l)\"S,‘g'Cf)l'g‘
YLhorne, William Eldridge, Robert Neff, Frank Perri, A. F,
Russell, Samuel Rinawalt, Edward Davis, Scth F. Whiting, Ansel
Brigas, Thos. 8. and David Hoge.

But little produce was raised this year. Meat was scarce except
wild game.  All seemed happy and well pleased with the eountry,
‘We belonged to Wisconsin Territory, and lived under the lawsof
Michigan. Our first steps toward ecivilization and improvement
had been taken. The beautitul prairies, in virgin loveliness, out-
side of our present city limits, were untouched by the rude hand
of man. All the loveliness and beauty of Eden, could scarcely
surpass that of the volling prairies of BScott county at that day.
The wild flowers were far more numerous and variegated than
now, richer and more fragrant in their wild untrodden state, than
gimnce reckless man has trampled under foot the floral kingdom of
our once lovely prairies.

Among the most active and efficient young men of this day, was
YJonathan W. Parker, son ot our fellow-citizen Jonathan Parker.
ITe emigrated 1n the Antumn of 1836, from Luzern county, Pa., a
lawyer by profession, having studied under Judge Kidder, of
Wilksbarve. Ilis destination was Galena, but the boat upon whigh
he had taken passage from St. Louis, became ice-bound at this
place, and laid up for the Winter. Iaving spent the Winter here,
and becoming attached to the place, he finally settled here.  His
numerous highly interesting letters, descriptive of the country, and
published in the east, did much to induce emigration. e was &
Botanist, and spent much time among the floveers of our prairies.
ITe delivered the Oraion on the 4thday of July of this year, (1837,)
it being the first celebration of any kind ever held in the city.
vQol. T. C. Eads, was President, Jonathan W, Parker, Orator, and
VIsaac 1Tedges, Marshal ot the day. Mr. Parker was in our Terri-
torial Legislature at Burlington, in 1839. was elected i’n‘esiclentof
the Council, and did much towards framing the code of laws for
the Territory. Ile held at various times, the offices of Justice of
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‘the Peace, Judge of Probate, and was the second Mayor of the
eity of Davenport. He left here in 1844, traveled considerable
through the United States, changed his profession for that ot med-
icine, and in August, 1850, was located in Cincinnati, Ohio, where
he died of cholera, that Autumn, at the house of Dr. Gatchel,
much lamented for his many social and moral virtues.
= There are many incidents which transpired among tho settlers
of 1837, that would be interesting to narrate. The financial
troubles of the east were keenly felt here. There was no money,
no credit, nor any produce to bring supplies to the infant colony.
But few of the immigrants bronght a suppty ot money, and to
many the approaching winter looked dark and lowering. The In-
dians that still remained here, could nct furnish a supply of wikl
game, but in return they asked for Per-quash-i-con (bread), and
Ce-cosh (pork), or Pin-ne-ac (potatoes.) The small stocks of mer-
chandise were exhausted, so mueh so, that the first steantboats in
the spring were looked for with great enxiety. Like the Pilgrin
Fathers of New England, looking forth from the © rock bound
eoast” towards the land of their nativity, they sizhed for the “flesh
pots”, and remembered the “lecks snd the garlics,” of their own
natlve land.

Well do the “Old Settlers” of Towa remember the days and
years, trom the first settlement to 1840. Those were days of sad-
ness and often of distress. The endearments of home had been
broken up in another land, and all that was dear and hallowed on
earth, the home of childhood andthe scenes of youth were severca,
and we sat down by the gentle waters of our noble river, and often

. “hung our harps upon the willows.” But the bright prospects of”

the future led us on, and with hope as our sheet anchor, we lived
npon the fruits of our labor, almost an exiled race, for many years..
No splendid cottage was then eur Bome. The rade cabin was
our shelter, and we were scarcely protected from the rains of
Summer or the snows of Winter. No luxuries erowned our board,,
but we rejoiced in that vaidenco,}vhicl\ shaped our destinies,
and led us to the shores of the Mississippi. Weloved the land of
our adoption. We loved her soil her climate and her majestic
river, upon whose banks we often strayed and mingled our tears:
with one another. The Pioneers of Secott county, came as the
~vanguard ot that great army that has since flooded our land.
They came to build for themsclves and pasterity a glorious des-

-
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tiny, amid the wilds of Towa. They brought no sword, or battle-
axe, but the plough-share and pruning-hook were their only weap.
ons. They had no history to point them the way, no kind friend
to bid them welcome to these shores. The legends of the Indian
could only tell them of the beauty of the land they came to pos-
sess, and instead of the smiles of welcome, they received only the
frowns of the savage.

The Spring of 1888, found the infant settlement laboring under
many discouragements. The existing topic, the all-absorbing
county-seat question, had helped to wear away the Winter. Im-
migration began to set in for the West, and the drooping spirits
of the inhabitants revived. Buildings began to increase, a church
or two were organized, a school opened, and things began to wear
a brighter aspect as the genial rays of the sun began to warm veg-
etation into life. In Febrnary, the first Territorial ¥ Legislature
which held its session at Bwlington, passed an act organizing
Scott county, and fixing the boundaries thereof. The memorable
19th of Ecbruary was the day set for the election for the county
seat. An act also was passed authorizing the election of a Board
of County Commissioners, to be held at various places in the
county, on the third Monday of February. This Board of Com-
missioners were to do all the business of the county, as Judge of
Probate, and take care of all suits at law, &e.  Maj. Frazer Wil
son, now of Rock Island, had received the first appointment of
Sheriff, from the Ter.itorial Governor.

Early in the spring, M& Le Claire laid out his ¢ First Addition
to the Town of Davenport,” upon his ‘“weserve,” as it was
called. This included two tiers of blocks forming Harrison and
Brady streets, running back as far as Seventh street. No title as
yet, in fee simple, had been obtained by the proprietors of the
town, and title bonds only were given to purchasers. In thisnew
addition to the town, Mr. Le Claire could give clear titles, and
was able to sell lots on long time to actual settlers. This put new
life into the inhabitants, and the immigration coming in the
Spring, was much larger than any previpus year, and the town
for the first time began to make progress in improvement.

The first Board of County Commlssmnms elect, were Benj. F. s
Pike, now in California, Andrew W. Cunpbe]l who died on
Green river, in Utah, and Alfred (.vm rter, who died in Hickory
Grove, in this county, in 1846. The Legislature also passed an
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act incorporating the town of Daveni)/ort, and at the April elec-
tion Rodolphus hcnnett, now of Princeton, in this county, was
elected Mayor, :mvd Frazer Wilson, Recorder. LD A.C. Donald-~
son, D. C. Eldridge, John Forest, Thomas Dillon and Capt. John
vLitch, were clected Trustees. These were the first officers of this
Township. The megting of the first Town Council soon tollewed,
and James M. Bowﬁlg was appointed Treasurer, William Nich-*
ols, Street Commissioner, and William II. Patton, Marshal. The
first seal used by the City Council, was by a vote, an American
twenty-five cent picce.

During the Summer, the first brick house was erccted, by D. C.
Eldridge, and is still standing on the N. K. corner of Third and
Main streets. The old part of the Catholic church was also built
this Summer, the brick work by Mr. Nogl, and the carpenter work
by Nathaniel Sqﬁ’ire%. It was afterwards enlarged, and is now
used for a school-honse. The Rev. J. M. Palamor&ues was placed
in charge at its organization, and s still a faithful watchman over
the congregation. Religious serviees were held at various places
in the town, as opportunity presented. The first regular preaching
was a sermon by Rev. Mr. Gavit, of Ohio, at the house of D. C.
Eldridge.

On the 4th of July of this year, we were scparated by act cf
Congress from the Territory of \Yisconsh!, and organized into a
separate Territory. Robert Lucas, of Obio, was the first Gover-
nor, who made the followinuz appointmoutsiur Scott county :—
Wvillard Barrows, Notary Public ; Ebenezer Cook, Judge of Pro-
bate ; Adrian H. Davenport, Sheriff; Isaac A. H(-dgv’s and John
“Porter, Justices of the Peace. D. C. Eldiidge received the ap-
pointment of Postmaster.

At the first election under the new Territorial law, in September,
VWW. W. Chapman was clected Delegate to Congress, Jonathan W,
Parker, member of Council ; J. A, Birchard and Laurel Summm‘sl,/
Representatives. Clinton zounty was then attached to Scott f r

Jjudicial purposes. ;

On the 7th of July, 1838, Andrew Logan, from1 Pennsylvania,
arrived with a printing press, and on the 17th of September fol-
lowing, issued the first number of the “Davenport Iowa Sun,” a
newspaper which at that day was put forth under many discour-
agements. Those only, who lave themselves been pioneers in
such an enterprise, can realize the difficulties attending it.  IMor

i
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the two first years, Mr. Log;n had no assistance but his two little
sons, the eldest of which was but twelve years old. The motto
of his paper was

“And man went forth to till the ground.”

Tlis press was of the more antiquated kind, and his type hed
done good: service at other places. Yet it was hailed as a gleau
acquisition to the embryo towns of Dav enport and Rocl\mgham,
for it was presented as a candidate for either place. The county
seat question was then at its highest excitement, and big offers
were made by both pauties for its location. Davenport was the
successful winner of the prize. The machine worked off the
Weekly Sun, and fought with great energy the battles of the
county seat qumnon the principal writers, aside from its editors,
were John IL. T honwLon the father of Lhe Hon. James Thoring-¥
ton, on the Davenport side, and John TL Sullivan, for Rocking-
ham. For a time, it seemed to flourish amid all its difficuities,
and often would its rays break forth from the clouds that seemed
to obscurc it, and shine with much brightness. But after the
zounty seat (uestion, became settled, and a more modern press
was introduced, the ¢ Sun of Davenport” was allowed to set, real:
izing in, the. fullest extent, that “ promisecs to printers are made to.
be broken.” Tt was then that Mr. Logan put in practice i
motto, for “he wient forth to_ il the ground.”  About six miles
from tle town, on the Towa (, ty road, he teok up his claim, and
was emphatically the pioncer farmer upon our prairies, there heing
at the time but one house Between him and the town. Ile has
ever been a good friend to the interests of Scott county, ever
carrying with him the good will, respect and esteem of all who
have the pleasures of his acquaintanre. 1We Iearn with regref,
that he has recently sold his beantiful prairie home, and is aboub
to remove to Mar <h Al county, in this State.

Numerouns public roads were run, this season, in all directions
from the town, leading back to the grovesand to the Wabesipine:
con river, where a few settlers had taken pre-emption  claims.
The first Distiiot Court met here in Octoker, the Hon. Thos.
Wilson presiding. Several Attorneys were admitted to the bary
but little business was done.

The amount of wheat vaised this year in the county was aboul
t o thousand bushels, and was worth, twenty five cents a bushel
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Money was a little more plenty than the year before, owing to the
immigration, but there was no demand for produce, and no buy-
ers for shipment. Potatoes were scarce this year, and worth one
dollar a bashel. A 83w mill was in operation at the mouth of
Duck Creek, Capt. Clark’s, making only hard lamber, which sold
atthirty-five dollars a thousand feet. All pine lumber was brought
from Cincinnati, and worth fifty dollars a thousand.

The “Davenport ITotel” this year passed into the hands of
Samuel Barkley, from Penn. A Millinery shop was opened by
Miss M. C. Coo{er, from Baltimote. D. C. Eldﬁdve opened a
carriage and blacksmith shop, and R. H. Kindey a watch and
jewelry store. Messrs. Le Claire and Davenport opened a large
store, as Forwarding and Commission Merchants. The first land
sales of the Territory were advertised to come off at Burlington
on the 19th of November, but were postponed. The village con-
tained at the close of the year about forty houses, and a popula-
tion of near one hundred. The Treasury of the county had re-
ceived for taxes this year, licenses and fines less than $500, and
expended nearly $800. The assessment on property was sufficient
to have balanced expenditures, but there was but about §250 ever
collected.

The river closed the 17th of December. The Winter was mild
and pleasant, but very little snow, and passed much pleasanter
than the previous one. There was a large circle of young people,
and a cordial good feeling existed among them. Parties and balls
were numerouns. Sleigh riding upon the ice was a great recrea-
tion. Wolf hunts, and the chase for deer and turkey helped to
fill up the dreary days of Winter. Spring opened early, the river
breaking up on the last day of February. Rafts of lumber began
to make their appearance, this year, from the pineries of Wincon-
sin, and sold at thirty-five dollars a thousand feet.

The loeal difficultics in regard to the county seat question still
existed, and the spring of 1839 opened with the prospect of
another warm contest for the seat of justice. The second session
of the District Court was held in May, but there was no business
hefore it of consequence, not asingle bill of indictment being found
by the Grand Jury aganst ary individual in Scott county. No
political party lines were yet drawn. At the August election, the
question was “Day enpé’rt or Rockingham.” The latter elected
her Representatives, Laurel Summers and Joseph M. Robertson,
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# i
against the Davenport candidates, G. C. R. Mitchell and Abner

Beard. The two o}d Commissioners were elected, A. W. Camp.v
bell and Alfred Carter, while the Davenport factions elected the

other one, John Work, and A. F. Russell as County Surveyor,

“Tra Cook, Senior, was elected Treasurer by the Rockinghan‘{

party, with the Assessor and all minor officers.

The first Fire Department of Davenport was organized the 27th
of July, by requiring every man who occupied a house to keep
two fire buckets always in readiness, and to use them 1n case of
fire. ;

The Rev. Asa Turner, now of Denm?{rk, in this State, in travel-
ing through this county, preached and lectured on Temperance.v
Through his exertions, a Tc:upermw\é Society was formed, the 6th
of August, on the total abstinence principle, receiving at its first
organization fifty-six signatures, IRodolphus ‘Bennett, Mayor of
the city, being its first President. The Society commenced with
about eighty members. 7

Three other churches were organized this Summer, and a Female
Seminary started by the Dlisses O’Harrh., A Common School
was also opened by a M, Blood. Capt. Wilson also commenced
running his steam ferry hoat this fall. The first paint shop, by
‘Riddle & Morton ; the first wagon shop, by Seth F. Whiting ; and
the first drug store by Charles Lesslie, were opened this year.

But the greatest acqnisition to the town this year, the crown:
ing point, and the wonder of the age was the completion of tlie
LeClaire House, at a cost of thirty-five thousand dollars! The
stone work of this edifice, now standing on the corner of Main
and Second street, (the old part,) was done by Alexander Brown¥,
lie, of Long Grove, in this county. The brick work by D. €
Eldridge, and the carpenter work by Nathaniel Vs‘luircs The
building of this house at sa early a day, was an enterprise the
equal of which is seldom undertaken. The progress of the town
or county—did not warrant it, yet confidence in the future, and
the enterprising spirit of Mr. Le Claire which has not left him to
this day, carried forward the work to a successtul completion.
Succeeding years found this house filled with guests from the South
during the warm season, and aithough its owner has ever failed
to reap much benefit directly from rents, &e., yet it has been L
rource of profit to some, an acquisition to the town, and a homeof
comfort to many a weary traveler on his first advent into o

J
\
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4 The death of Wm. B. Conwn.;, Esq., Secretary of the Territory,
L oceurred on the 9th of November of this year. He was a resident
“  of Davenport, but died at Burlington while attending to his offi-
cial duties at the sitting of the Legislature. His body was
% brought here for interment. A public meeting was held and reso-
lutions passed, testitying to the profound regret at the loss ot so

¥ valuable a citizen from our midst,
In the fall of this year some difficulties arose upon our Southern
' borders in relation to the boundary line between Missouri and the
Territory of Towa, which, being fanned into a flame, created quite
a sensation along the counties bordering upon the Mississippi
river. A notice of this farce might not be deemed here out of
place, as showing how trivia] a circumstance is required upon the
¢t fromtier at an early day, to create an alarm, and arouse the listless
Iz energies of a naturally lazy people, who for the want of a more
active and useful life, are ever ready to enlist in any enterprise

that may be set on foot. The same scenes occur every year upon
our Western border. The ery of ¢ Indians” is all sufficient to
rally the little pioneer settlement, and from the smallest circum-
stance, enormous depredations and savage hostility are charged
upon a few suffering Indians who may be lurking upon the out-
posts of eivilization, with no other design than to procure food and
shelter from those who have driven the game beyond their reach.

I can no better portray the secenes and events of this ¢ Missouri
war” as it was called, than by quoting from the graphic pen of the
Hon. John P. Cook, in his annual address at the first festival of the -
) “Pioneer Settlers’ Association, delivered the 22d of February, 1858,
In speaking af the “times that tried men’s souls,” Mr. Cook
says:

“During the time of the contest for the county seat, an event
transpired which must not be omitted in speaking of the history
of our settlement. A dispute arose between the State of Missouri
and the then Territory of Towa as to the boundary line between
them, and so determined were the authorities on both sides to
exercise jurisdiction over the disputed terri%}n'y, that it resulted in
what is known to the Old Settlers as the “Missouri War.”

There were warriors in those days; and I should do injustice
to the patriotism of that period, it I neglected to notice the mili-
tary darings of the volunteers who rushed to the standard (and
rations) of the commander-in-chief, in obedience to his call. The

A




|

70 ANNALS OF IOWA. [ArRIL

Sheriff of a border county in Towa undertook to enforce the col-
lection of taxes in the disputed territory. He was arrested by the.
authorities of Missouri. The executive of Iowa demanded his
release. It was refused; and to rescue the Sheriff, Governor/
Lucas ordered out the militia and called for volunteers. My
voice is now for war’—was the patriotic response of every true
« Hawkeye.” The county seat question was forgotten in themOf}:
important duty of driving the invaders from our soil. Davenport
and Rockiﬁglmm men met, embraced, buckled on their armor, and
side by side shouted their war cry—‘“Death to the invading
Pukes!” The officers in command held a council of war, and it
was decided that Davenport should be the head quarters of the
Scott county army, in order that the troops might be inspired by
the sight of old Fort Armstonj7 and at the same time occupy a
position so near the Fort, that a safe retreat would be at hand, in
case of an attack from the enemy.

On the day appointed for the first drill, the whole country
marched to the standard of the gallant Colonel in command, and
Dayenport witnessed one of the most spirited military reviews
that ever took place within her limits. The line was formed on
the banks of the river, fronting towards the enemy’s country, the
right wing resting against a cotton wood tree, the left in close
proximity to the ferry house. There they stood, veterans of iron
nerve and dauutless courage, presenting a sight that would haye
daunted the most desperate foe, and assuring the women and chil-
dren that they would defend their homes to the death, against the
“horder ruffians” from the Des Moines river.

The weapons carried by some of these volunteer patriots, were
not satisfactory to the commanding officers, and about one fourth
of the army were ordered out of the ranks. and their services dis-
pensed with, unless they would procure others of a different char-
acter, and more in accordance with the army regulatipns. The
objectionable weapons consisted of a plough colter, carried in &
link of a large log chain, which the valiant soldier had over his
shoulder. Another was a sheet iron sword about six feet in length,
fastened to a rope shoulder strap. Another was an old fashioned
sausage stuffer. Another with an old musket without a lock, and
the balance of like character. ‘

The order was given for the owners of these nondescript weap-
ons to march out of the ranks three steps. The order was obeyed:
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The ranks closed up, and the offending soldiers were discharged
with a reprimand.

I am not prepared to say that the commanding officer was just-
ified, in thus summarily discharging so many men, who were ready
and anxious to serve their country, and the result proved, that
the amount of bravery dismissed was equal to that retained; for
no sooner were the discharged soldiers ciear of theline of thereg-
iment, than they formed a company of cavalry, a company of dra-
goons, and a company which they called the ¢ Squad,” and then,
under the superior generalship of their leader, the knight of the
six foot sword, they made a bold charge upon the regulars, broke
their line, drove not a few of them into the river, some into and
some around the Ferry Iouse, some into the grocery, and some
out of town ; thus defeating and dispersing the regular ariy with
out the loss of a man on either side.

This conflict was disastrous in its results to the regular army,
and before the forces could again be collected, peace was declaied
and the army disbanded.

This unlooked for cessation of hositilities was a severe blow to
the military aspirations of the “IIawkeyes,” and disappointed the
just expectations of those whohad hoped to distinguish themselves
in the defence of our Territorial rights. The disappointment was
not felt by the army of Scott county alone. Numerous ¢companies
had been formed elsewhere, and had started for the seat of war,
with snpplies for the campaign.

A company of about thirty left an adjoining county, under the
leadership of a chieftain, who often used to say that he could “whip
his weight in wild cats,” and who has since represented you in

* the National Congress—has been upon your Sugreme Bench, and
has also been Chief Justice of California.

He started out with thirty men and six baggage wagons, well
loaded with supplies for his army, and, being determined to keep
up the spirits of his men, he freighted five of his wagons with
whisky. :

The question of boundary was subsequently submitted to the
Supreme Court of the United States, and the disputed tetritory
given to Iowa.”

The financial condition of the county at the close of this year,
shows, in & measure, the increase and progress made in its settle-
ment. The receipts from licenses, ferries and finey, including tax
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list which was $1,410.92, was a revenue of $2,578.94, while the
expenditures were only $1,804.68. The immigration this year was:
small. With reference to the moral and religious aspect of things
at this time, but little can be said. I insert, however, a paragraph
from “Wilkie’s Davenport Past and Present,” in order to correct
any impression that might prevail with reference to the dissipation
prevalent at that day:

“ Trequent allusions have been made, thus far, to the many
‘good times’ had by the old Yettlers. Tt will not be inferred from
it that they were dissipated or drunkards. TFar fromit. Some of
the brightest lichts now in the Church, at the Bar, and in private
life, are those very men. They but complied with the character
of the tunes, while absent from social refinements, and the elegan-
cies of older towns; almost all strangers to each other, and cray-
ing for that excitement, which now is indulged in the intercourse
of hosts of friends, and friendly relations of long standing, they
could not well do otherwise than they did. DMostly men from
Targe cities,they were ennuied by the comparative quiet of a frontier
life, and to vary their listless lives, resorted to stimulants, or what-
ever else would afford excitement.”

The Winter was rather more severe than the one previons. The
river closed at the head of the rapids in December, but ot until
the 14th of January at this place, and opened the first day of
March.

The year of 1839 closed with about one hundred houses in the
town ot'Dav‘eupbrt, and a population of abous three hundred.

1840.—Immigration commenced this year with the first boats of’
the season, March 3d. An Agriculmr:m\f Society had been formed
in January, A. W.McGregor, Esq., first President, G. C. R. Miteh”
ell, Esq., Vice President, John Forést, Secretary, and a A. Le/
Claire, Treasurer. At tho Township clections held in April, John
‘H. Thorington, was elected Mayor, and Frazer Wilson, ecorder-
The Trustees clected, were Geo. L. Davenport, Seth F. \Vhiting""
“J. W. Parker, John Forest and William Nichols.

The Du Buque land sales came off in May, and the scttlers gen-
erally attended, enmasse, in order to protect their claims, and have
their lands bid in to them at Government price, one dollar and
twenty-five cents an acre. This sale brought all matters of
digputes about claims, to a sudden close. A Committee of arbi-
tration was chosen by the settlers, before whom all disputes were
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settled, and the land bid off by G. C. R. Mit}(’:hell, for each claim-~
ant.

In July, the Supreme Court tried the writ of mandamus granted
to the Rockinghdm party, against the Commissioners of Du Buque™
county, commanding and requesting them to make an entry in
their books to the effect that Rockingham was the county seat.
The Conrt decided in favor of cl’ummts when a petition to the
Legislature was gotten up by the Dave anort party, of over three
hundred names, praying for a new election. The act was passed,
and the fourth Monday of August fixed as the day for holding a
new election. This election resulted favorably to Davenport, and
thus was the long vexad question forever put to rest; the citizens
of Davenport building the Court-House and Jail, free of expense
to the county, as per contract. As this is the last notice ot this
long unsettled question, and desirous of showing, ag a part of our
history, who at this early day came forward and nobly sustained
her interests, we here publish a list of the donations and subserip-
tions to the public buildings, in full :

*“The following article was placed in the hands of the county
Treasurer, the other day, as a donation to the county, for the ex-
press purpose of erecting the public buildings, should this place
be selected as the county seat, at either the election in August or
September.

A donation of ninety acres of land is offered the county, at the
mouth of Duck Creek, provided that point should be selected at
the first election. Should the election not be decided on the first
ballot, no donation is offered either by Duck Creek or Rockingham.
In additlon to the land which the donators have agreed to give,
sell and convey to the county, they also offer eight hundred and
twenty-five dollars, mostly materials. The people have both pro-
positions before them, and they will be enabled to decide as to
the amount donated for each point. A tax of six or eight thous-
and dollass on the inhabitants of the county, would be oppressive
in our present infant and embarrassed state, and it is hardly sup-
posed any person would vote for such a tax, when they have the
offer of a donation nearly if not amply sufficient to cover all ex*
penses.

Davexrort, August 3, 1840.

Whereas, the question of the location of the county seat in Scott
county is to be settled, by a vote of the people of said county, the

N
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points to be voted for being Davenpo\;'t, Rockingimm and a poing
in Pleasant Valley near the mouth of Duck Creek ; and whereas,
Rockingham and said point in Pleasant Valley near the mouth of
Duck Creek have each proposed donations to the county to erect-
ing public buildings therein, to be paid by the place in which
the county seat should be located : this proposition, the subseri-
bers believe to have been made with a view of influencing the
voters of said county to vote for said points instead of Davenport;
and believing Davenport is the most suitable place, and wishing
to counteract said undue influence, for the purpose ot making up
a sum equal or greater than that offered by either of those points,
we, the subscribers, agree, and hereby bind ourselves to give and
convey in fee simple to the County Commissioners of Scott county
the property described by each of us, to be disposed of in raising
a fund for the benefit of the county, to be applied exclusively to
the erection of a court-house and jail, on condition that the town
of Davenport shall be the point sclected as county seat of Scott
county, and we who do not give lots or land, bind ourseves to pay
in cash or the manner stipulated, the sums affixed opposite our
respective names, on the terms thercin stated, in witness whereof
we have hereunto set our hands and seals.

By virtue of aresolution this day passed by the Mayor, Recorder
and Trustees of the town of Davenport, authorizing the Mayor,
on behalf of the corporation, to subscribe the sum of five hundred
dollars, to aid in defraying thc expense of erecting a Court House
and Jail in the town of Davenport, I, John . Thoun«tou Mayor
of the town ot Davenport, do promise on the part and in behalf
of the said corporation, to pay to the Commissioners of Scott
county, on or before the first day of August next, the sum of five
hundred dollars, provided, and it is expressly understood, that
the above stipulated subscription is binding only upon condition
that the said town of Davenport shall be selected as the permanent
seat of justice for Scott county, and not otherwise.

The Town of Davenport, by Joux H. Tnormxarox,

Mayor, D = = = = o = - $500,00

I, Antoine Le Claire, promise to convey, on the condition before
stipulated, the following described lots and lands, to wit: Lot 8
block 153 2, block 38; 3, 4 and 6, block 39; 1, block 12 ; 8, block
28; 8, block 82; 7, 8, 9 and 10, block I
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Out lots Nos. 5, 10, 19, 22, 24, containing four acres _each.
AxToINE LE CLAIRE.

I, Antoine Le Claire, Attorney for P. G. Hambough, promise
to convey on the condition before stipulated, the following describ-
ed lots: 5 and 6, block 14; 5 and 6, block 25; 1 and 2, block 37,

P. G. HaxsouGH,
By Antoine Le Claire.

v
I, George Davenport, promise to convey on the conditions above
stipulated, the following deseribed lots, to wit: West half of block
28; lots 4, 5 and 6, block 11 ; 1, 2, 7 and 8, block 35 ; 5, block .3.
Gro. DAVENPORT.

I, John :\Inc‘idot, promise to convey on the conditions above

stipulated, the following described lots, to wit: Lots 1, 2, 7 and 8
block 86, if the Court House will be placed on Bolivar Square.
Joux Mackror.

Antoine Le Claire, Agent for Jamo; May, promise to convey on
the conditions before stipulated, the following described lots, to
wit: Lots No. 1 and 2 block 13; 1 block 39; 7 and 8 block 37 ; 3
block 13. AxtoineE LE CrAIrE,

Agent for James May.

We, James and Robert M’Intosh, promise to conveyron the
conditions before stipulated, the following described lots: 7 and 8
block 12 ; 3 and 4 in block 14 ; 7 and 8 in block 36 ; 5 in hlock
89 ; 2 in block 85. J. & R. M’INTOSH.

INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS.

v 7 Tk
€ imess B UL L, $150,00 | E. V. Kerr and G. Tait, ...... 10,00
‘N. Squires, carpenter work, ..300,00 | W. W. Dodge, .... 5,00
‘H. Leonard, in brick ........ 300,00 | W. B. Watts,.

CBEmRe, 55 i 200,00 ; Alfred Carter 5

“/A. Lognn, . .50,00 | Geo. L. Dwenport

S. B. Steele, . .10,00 | Seth F. Whiting,.. 25,00
“Thomas Foste: ..40,00 | Jas. 0. Kelly,.... 10,00
-A. Green, by R. Bennett, .....25,00 | W. M'Cammon, 30,00
-BUpilady. . ... co.... .. 720,00 | W. W. Whittemiore, . ..25,00
Eldridge nnd M’Cord ........ 50,00 | Tbomas"Dxllon, .............. 50,00

I, John thcn agree to give ome good, handsome lot in the
lower part of Davenport, (in Powers’ addition,) as soon as Daven-
port shall be made the county seat. J. Lirca,
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“George Bowers,
“M. Parmele, .....
“John Cronkhite, .
#Q. C. Alyord,....
“Wm. M. Moran,
W. G. Ruby,..
+H. J. Chapman, ..

‘Jobn F. Boynton, .
J. M. Witherwax,

............... $20 | 'John OWens, ......osssesnasss:B80
..20 |"James Rumbold,
.10 | ‘Charles Lesslie,...
10 |'A. L. & J. Beattie, .
.5 ["Henry Wright, .
10| SR 'S. Craip .o
25 |sJohn W. King, ...
.10 [*James M. Bowling, .
.50 | 'John Evans,

“Wmn. S. Collins,.. .15 | YJohn Wilson,...... 100
sStrong Burnell, .. .20 |* Wm. Nichols, . . ..50
Asa Hale, .... 3 1Lewis Ebert, il

Timothy I)llmn,
/John Pope, .
Samuel ;\rmitagv
Franklin Culver, ..
“*Wm, M'Dade, ..

AV Bl Arnold,. I 7 L‘Lnt;'), ........... 10

vA. J, Dav mes Miller,. 53D
*D. Hoze, o ¢ Squires, . ..20
s B -b0'[*Wm. Lowell; ot A

“John D. Bvans, .. .20 | ‘John T [)mnngu)nY ..25
“Riddle & \!mtun, ..100 | Alex. W. M’Gregor, ..25

ze Colt, .
J. M. D. Burrows

..b | "Walter B. Warren,
«Geo. W. Warren,

L Gem'ge’ Davenport, hereby promise to pay to the county
commissioners of Scott county, in lieu of the lots offered above, to
aid in erecting the public buildings, the sum of Twelve Hundred
Dollars (1,200), should the Commissioners prefer, the same to be
paid in instalments, as may be required in the progress of the
buildings, provided the same shall be erected on Bolivar Square.

Gro, DAVENPORT.

1, Antoine Le Claire, hereby promise to pay to the County
Commissioners of the county of Scott, in licu of the lands and lots
offered above, to aid in erecting the public buildings, the sum of
Three Thousand Dollars in cash, or its equivalent, should the
said commissioners prefer the same, to be paid in such instalments
as may be required in the progress of the buildings, as witness my
hand and seal this 10th day of August, 1840.
¢ Axrome Le Cratgs, [L. S.]
William Harmon, - 815,00 Henry Powers, 5 50,00

At the October elections of this year, party ]mes began to be
drawn. A. C. Dodge was elected Delegate to Congress over
‘Alfred Rich, the Whig candidate, by about one hundred majority.
J. W. Parker was elected to the Council over James Gr‘gnt bv a
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majority of only four votes; L. Summers and J. M. Robeft-
son*, Representatives; John D. Rvans, Recorder; A. IL Daven-b
port, Sheriff; Ira (Joé'f, Sr., Treasuver, and E. Coof Judge of
Probate.

The receipts mto the Treasury this year were insufficient to
meet the expendmue the amount being only one thousand, six
hundred and thivty five dollars, while the expenditures were two
thousand, one hundred and twenty-one dollars, and thirty-seven
cents.

Business at the close of the year was increasing. There were
eirht mercantile establishments, four groceries, two hotels, a
brewery nearly ready for operation, a large pork house, with cash
and goods offered for pork. Times Legan to brighten ; a market
had been establisied at home for the produce raised by the farmer,
buildings had increased, and the population amounted to about
six hundred. The times had been severe on the newly settled
colony. DMoney was scarce; the Jand had been broughtinto mar-
ket, and those holding lands subject to pre-emption had to borrow
money at fifty per cent., to save their homes. The prices current
in December were;

Flour P harrel,....... $ to 5t (Bniterefrentrs: S . o 25
Wheat @ bushel, £ Tallow,

Corn ‘S Sugar from stores

Oats, b Coffee,

Potatoes, ** Tea, SR

Onions, “ Molass 2 gallon,

¢
.2to + | Honey, good strained, {3 gallon‘..

Beef, from Wﬂ"OT’, r} i
A 3 to 4 | Nails, cut, all sizes, {8 b ..10 to 124

I’ork

There were three frosts only, up to the 14th of November. The
river remained in good boating order and steamboats ran till near
the closeof the year, the weather being mild and beautiful. River

*Joserm M. ROBER‘:SON emigrated to the Territory of Towa in 1836, and
settled at Rochingham. Ie bad made his first location in the West at New
Boston, Mercer county, Ill., where he remained but a short time. 1Ie was a
good, sound, practical man in all things. Ilis political views were purcly
Whig. A farmer and merchant, he was accommodating and possessed a
benevolent heart, ever ready to do a kindly act; and for moral and Christian
worth, he had no superior. His sterling integrety in all things, both-private
and public, ever drew around him a host of friends, and he was deservedly
popular among his fellow-citizens. He served many sessions in the Territo-
rial Legislature, and died at Iowa“City, while a member of that body, in 1844,
aged thirty-cight ycars,

IR
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closed January 2d. There was good sleighing this winter from
St. Louis to the Lower Rapids, and throughout the entire State of
Illinois, a part of Michigan and Indiana ; but here there were not
to exceed two inches of snow during the whole winter, nor was
there any rain after the first of November. The river opened this
year, the 14th of March, andthe steamer “Otter” came up the same
day. On the 15th the steamer “Amles arrived from St. Louls
and the next day both boats left for Galena and Du Buque navi.
gation being fairly opened but the water very low.

On the 21st of April, 1841, the Mayor, Recorder and Trustees
of the town of Davenport passed an Ordinance to raise the license
for retailing liquors, from twenty-five to one hundred dollars. . J.
‘W. Parker being Mayor.

On the 5th of May, the sale of town lots for the erection of the

public buildings took place.

On the 8th of May the first Territorial Whig “Convention was
held in"D: avenport. Delegates were pyesent txom all the settled
counties in the St"tte, except Du Buque and Clay ton. They met
at the Le Claire House, formed a procession and marched with a
band of music, consisting of one bug'e and a clarinet, to the “Har.
rison Log Cabin,” then just erected on the corner of Third and
Main streets. Several specches were made, when Alfred Rich,v
Esq., received the nomination, on the fourth ballot, fer Delegate
to Congress. The Domo(l‘l\{lc Convention met at Par]\huxyst (Le
Claire,) on the 19th of June, and nominated A. C. Dodge, who
was elected by a large majority. The weather in May was cold
and Dbaclward. Notwithstanding the hard times, and general
scarcity of money, buildings of all kinds began to go up, and the
town generally was in a flourishing condition, The Court-Ilouse
and Jail were commenced, and the days of strife and contention
seemed to have ended. g

Among the buildings erected this year was the Webb hous‘é,
and it was considered one of the most extravagant investmerts of
the age. It presented a beautiful appearance from the river,
standing alone upon the brow of the bluff; with nothing to obstruct
the view, without a solitary house or other lmprO\ emont in front
of it. It, is now owned and occupied by J. E. Humv Esq. The
brick building on the corner of Sixth and Brady was moctcd, the
same season, by Strong Burnell.  But the largest structure of this
year was the old part of the “Worden House,” on Third street,
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since enlarged. Flour, this year, was sold at five dollars:a barrel
and wheat fifty cents a bushel. Pork was worth but one anda
half to two cents a pound.

James Grant and J. M. Robertson were elected Representatives,
and J. W. Parker to the Council. Parker was President of the
Council, that session of the Legislature. The financial condition
of the county, at the close of 1841, was a revenue received of
$7,019.93 ; and expend/itm‘es to the amount of $6,689.99; A. W.

‘/Ca:npbell, J. C. Quipn and John Work, Commisioners. A new
charter to the town of Davenport was obtained this year from the
Legislature. The Court Hounse and Jail were finished and pre-
sented to the county free of cost as provided for in the bond given
for that purpose.

In November of this year, our little village was visited by a dis-
tinguished personage of foreign birth, in the person of the Prince
Yde Joinville. Ile and his suite took rooms at the Le Claire~
House.

In August of this- year, the *“Dayenport \Vcehly Gazette”
issued its first number. Alfred Nnnders Esq., the senior editor,
was from Cinginnati, Ohio. IXe had visited the upper Mississippi
the year before in search of a location for life, and most wisely
selected Davenport, then but a small village, as his home. None
but those who have tried the experiment zan realize the trials,
hardships and discouragements incident to opening a printing

establishment in a little frontier town, away from all resources
bath financial and mechanical. To enter upon such an enterprise,
at such a time in the financial world as was presented in 1841,
required no little energy, ambition and perseverence. Such.did
Alfred Saunders possess, when on the 11th day of August he landed
from one of the smallest steamers that ever pushed up our river ;
the water being so low upon the rapids below, and the eagine that
propelled the little craft so weak that they had to pole over in reaj
Mackinaw style. This arrival was announced and soon the land-
ing was thronged with aaxious spectators to behold the new press
and its editor. Moved by a spirit of gratetul acknowledgment,
and a cordial welcome to this new arrival, all hands were eager to
assist in landing the press.  There being no wharf then bnilt, and

- the water very low, along plank walk was laid to the boat on which

in attempting to carry the press it was precipitated into the Mis-
sissippi river, as if to purge it of any of its old sins, and baptisa it
anew. hefore enterine unen the virgin soil of Iowa.
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The first number was issued on the 26th ot August, and from
that day to this, more than eighteen years, not a single number
has been missed in its regular publication. When we take into
consideration that not only the first out-fit, but the constant supply
of paper, ink and other material had to be purchased in the East,
and subject to all the delays and dangers of the Ohio and Missis-
sippi rivers, and when we remember that Mr. 'S, suffered loss and
disappointment by having his paper sunk and burned amid the
disasters of {he steamboat navigation of that day, all his assistants
being sick at one time, and he alone having to fill every depart-
ment, of* the paper, from writing its editorials and setting type,
«down to working at the press and rolling for papers—I say, when
we consider these discouragements, we must wonder and admire
that cnergy and perseverence which for twenty years, never
allowed his subscribers to go without their weekly news. We
believe that no portion of the great West can record a similar
instance of deep devotion to their calling, amid such privations
and hardships as that of Mr. Sanders to found a standard newspa-
per in Scott connty. When I remember his increasing labor for
many years, without the prospects of even a livelihood, and no
bright future before him, I feel happy in the privilege here pre-
sented of adding my testimony to his faithful services, and wishing
him all the enjoyment he may now possess from the fruits of hla
carly struggles.

And no less deserving is he, who amid all these discourage-
ments, stood by his side, not only as a partner, in a pecuniary
view, but a constant sharer of- all the burdens heaped upon the
establishment through the many dark yecars of its existence. M
/Levi Davis was the printer; and for neatness and mechanical exe-
cution, T hesitate not to say, notwithst:mding the difficulties under
which he labored, that no establishment of the kind west of the
great Lakes can show a file of papers of ten years’ accumlation,
like those presented by this office.  No man among the early set:
tlers of Davenport is deserving of more credit for faithfulness,
industry, and sterling integrity, than Mr. Levi Davis.

For nearly ten years after the establishment of the Gaze‘ée, it
hardly paid expenses, though conducted in the most economical
marner. From the tardy progress of the scttlement of the coun-«

try, its subscription grew slowly ; but as the country beg: gan to set-
tle and the town to grow, its patronage increased, so lhat in May
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1851, nearly ten years after its commencement, its proprietors felt
Jjustified in enlarging it to a seven column paper. Two years
after, on the 8d of September, 1853, they converted it into a tri-
weekly, and the following year, on the 16th of October, 1854,
they began to issue the first daily paper ever published in this por-
tion of the State. As a daily, it started out under the most favor.
able auspices, and has continued to increase in circtlation ever
since, notwithstanding the financial depression of 1857, and the
unusual amount of opposition it has experienced in having three
other daily papers to contend with.

In 1855, they introduced the first steam press ever put in opera.
tion in Iowa, a large size Taylor and Hoe press, which is still doing
good service. The weekly cash receipts of the office now average
more than the yearly cash receipts did, for seven years, after its
first establishmen't. b

1842.—On the 15th of February the Scott County Temperance
Society was organized, Thos. S. Iloge, President, and Charles
\Leslie, Secretary.

The river closed the 27th of December, and opened the 2d of
March. The season was good, crops abundant, and well gathered
Good winter wheat was sold at thirty-seven to forty cents, and
Spring at thirty cents. The best quality of flour was four dollars
and a half a barrel. Flour sold the same Autumn in Chicago at
three, and in St. Louis at two dollars and seventy-five cents a bar-
rel.- Beilding continued, and settlers were daily arriving. Pro-
duce of all kinds was low. There #as no money in circulation.
Everything was barter in trade. A

On the 8th of October of this year the Iowa Sun issued its last
number. :

A. C. Fulton, Esq., arrived here in July of this year, and opened
2 store on Front street, between Main and Harrison. On the 4th
of Augnst, by census taken, the town contained eight hundred and
seventeen inhabitants. The April term of the Circuit Court con-
tinued in session only eight days, and adjourned for want of busi.
mess, David Hoge, Clerk. In the ¢lection of this year Robert
“Christie was elected to the Couucil and J. M. Robertson to the
House. Pork sold this Autumm as low as one diollar and a quarter
to a dollar and a half & hundred pounds. Thke same prices ruled
in Chicago and Alton. Messrs. J. Seaman,J. M. D. Burrows, A,
€. Falton and others, purchased pork im exchange for goods:
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some cash was paid. The balance in the Treasury at the close of
the year was four hundred and eighty-four dollars and for}y-eight
cents. ‘John Work, Otho G. McLain and John C. Quinn were
©ommissioners.

1843.—The river opened the d0th of April, The Winter of
1842-3 will long be remembered as the “cold Winter”. There werg
two months good sleighing. The ice in the river was two feet
thick. A Du Buaque paper stated that, with the exception of &
very few days, the mercury stood at twenty degrees below zero
{or nearly four months, and that for several weeks of that time i§
stood at thirty-five and thirty-nine degrees below zero. Although
the erops were abundant, yet on account of the intense cold, and
want of sufficient hay and shelter, a great many cattle died.

Emigration continted to pour in, and a general progress of the
town was perceptible, notwithstanding the scarcity of money and
the cheapness of produce. There were seventeen brick houses
crected this year, and many frame ones. Seven churches now
adorned the town. G. C. R. Mitchell was elected Representative
this year, and James Thorington, Judge of Probate. The expen-
ditures of the county this year exceeded the receipts nine hundred
and five dollars and eighty-two cents.

J. M. 1. Burrows commenced shipping produce this Autanm to
St. Louis in keel ‘boats. On the 21st of Octaber, he loaded one
with thirty-eight tons of vegetables, and the following week stacted
another for St. Louis with thirty-five tons. .

But little of interest took place dnring the year 1844. The river
opened on the 24th of February, and navigation commenced. It
had been a very open Winter, much of it like Spring..

In May, there was a corporation clection, for officers.  Gilbert /
McKown, Jr., was clected Marshal ; Nathaniel S(lnirclg, Supervi-
sor; John Evans, Tg:cnsurcr; N. Sqnires: Assessor; John Popl’l,/
Clerk ; L. B. Collamer, Weigh Master, and D. C. Eldri«]g’é, Fire
Warden. The June rise in the Mississippi flooded the whole
country along the river bottoms. The river was higher than ever
be‘ore known.

By a census taken of the county in June,it was found to contaim
one thousand, seven hundred and fifty souls. The fourth ot July
was celebrated in due form. Tie citizens convened at the Cou;ﬁ
House, when the exercises were opened with prayer by the Rev.
A. B. Hitchcock; reading of the Declaration of Independence by

]
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Jas. Grant, Esq., and oration by Dr. Gatchell, of Cincinnati, then
a resident of this place. A sumptuous repast was served under
the large spreading oaks, that then adorned the brow of our beau-
tiful bluffs. 2

A Convention assembled at Towa City, October 7th, for the
formation of a Constinution,)repax'atory to our entrance into the
Union as a State. Ebenezer Cook, James Grant and Andrew W.>~
Campbell were the candidates elected to attend.

The wheat crop ot 1844 was large and of good quality. Flour
from three to four dollars a barrel. Wheat from forty to fifty cents
a bushel. Corn and oats twenty-five cents.

The financial condition of the country at the close of the year
was flattering. Expenditures $1,757 78, and the receipts into the
Treasury were $2,503 80. J. C. Quinn, Asahel Hubbird and C.
G. McLain, Commissioners; John Pope, Clerk. County orders
were at par and cash in the Treasury. The crop of wheat raised
this year in the county was estimated at one hundred thousand
bushels, and there were no mills for flouring in the city yet. The
population at the close of the year in the town was estimated at
eight hundred or a thousand. The river closed on the 4th of
February, but was in no condition for crossing, and on the 20th
of the same month broke loose, and the steamer Lfnx made her
appearance at our wharf. The New Haven, that had been moored
in the Rock Island slough, came over the next day, and both
boats started for Galena, the river being clear of ice, the weather
as balmy as Spring. Wild geese and ducks were flying north, and
the Winter gently merged into Spring.

1845.—The most stirring incident of this year was the murder
of Col. George Davenport, upon Rock Island. A

The April election passed off very quietly. L. Summers (Loco)
was elected to the Council, and J. M. Robertson (Whig) to the
House. John Forest, HEsq, reccived the appointment of Post-

' master, in place of D. C. Eldridge, resigned. At the August elec-

i tionJd. C. Quin‘ﬁ was {‘l;g:lm clected Commissioner; A. II. Miller,

Treasurer; W. Barrows, Surveyor, and Stephen Hawley, Assessor.
The country upon both sides of the river had for several years

| been infested with a lawless gang of freebooters, with their main

(' headquarters provably at Nauvoo, having places of rendezvous

J upon Rock River, I, and upon Suzar Creek, in Cedar connty,

@ and in Linn county, Towa. The fugitives from justice in other,

a
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States had fled to the western wilds for protection, and organized
themselves into regular bands for horse stealing, counterfeiting,
burglary, robbery and murder. They had advanced so far in their
grand schemes for crime and escape, that in some places Justices
of the Peace, and other officers of the county, were elected to office
by their intrigue and corruption, and many men of good standing
in community became associated with them. Bellevieu, in Jack-
son county, had been the scene of bloodshed and murder, in an
attempt to arrest some of the banditti. Ogle county, in Illinois,
had become so infested with this gang, that at the elections they
boldly came forward and proclaimed their strength and determin-
ation to rule the county. The court-house and jail were burat,
the Sheriff of the county waylaid and shot, and individuals who
dared to say aught against the gang, were marked as victims of
this marauding band of robbers.

"At this stage of things, a meeting of the whole county was called
by some of the principal law-abiding citizens, when it was resolved
to clear the land of the desperadoes. Ome of the ringleaders, a
Mr. and his three sons were taken, tried by a self-constituted
jury, condemned and shot the same day. One other of the gang
was executed, when the balance fled the country. 'But Nauvoo
was the great depot, and the Mississippi river the great thorough=
fare.

The murder and robbery of Col. Dnve;port, one of the oldest
citizens in the community, in broad daylight and in full view of
our town, sent a thrill of terror to every heart, and made citizens
tremble for the safety of themselves and property. So foul a crime
attended by such appalling circumstances, aroused the encrgies
of every one to assist in discovering the murderers. Public meet-
ings were called in Davenport and Rock Island to devise means
to arrest the fugitives. Companies of horsemen were sent in every
direction ; the islands and bluffs were searched, parties went ui)
and down the river, but no trace could be found, nor were any
signs left, by which the murderers counld be followed. A rewatd
of fifteen hundred dollars was offered by George L. Davenport,
followed directly after by one of one thousand dollars by the Gov-
ernor of Illinois; but for weeks no trace could be obtained of them.
Subsequently it was ascertained that the robbers had been secret-
ed for some ten days in the bluffs previous to the attack, awaiting
an opportunity, which they had on the 4th of July, while the whole
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household of Col. Davenport was at Stephenson attending the
celebration. Mr. Davenport lived long enough to relate the cir-
cumstances attending the robbery. He had been fearful of robbers,
and noticed some suspicious looking persons around the towns of

avenport and Stephenson, and had taken the precaution to
fasten his doors and keep arms in readiness. He had but a few
moments before the attack been to the well for water, and fastened
the door on his return. He was seated in his arm chair in his sit-
ting room, when he heard a noise in the back part of the house,
and opening a door that led there he was met by three men, one
of whom exclaimed “seize him, Chunky,” and at the same moment
he received a ball from a pistol through the fleshy part of the
thigh. Mr. D. made an effort to reach his pistols that lay upon
the mantle, but was laid hold of and bound with strips of bark,
and blindfolded. The key of his safe was obtained, and for a few
moments he was left alone, when the robbers, unable to unlock
the safe, returned and took Mr. D. up stairs where the safe was,
and compelled him to unlock it. In this effort Mr. D. seems to
hayve had much difficulty, as from loss of blood he was not able to
walk, and he was carried or pulled up the stairs, leaving prints of
blood upon the passage way and stair case all the way up, where
he had put his hands for support. He was laid upon the bed up
stairs after unlocking the safe, and showing the robbers where
some other money was, in a drawer in the library. Here he faint-
ed, and was revived by water being poured upon him. He was
choked and otherwise tortured in mind and body to induce him to
reveal where more treasure could be found. Upon this point John
"Long, who atter wards paid the penalty of this murder upon the
gallows at Rock Island stated upon the stand, that no such abuse
was offered to Mr. D.; that he himself, went to the well for water
and poured it upon hlm to revive him ; that it was not intended to
commit murder, but that the pistolof Fox, who shot him, went off
accidentally. But Mr. Davenport said before his death, that they
held a controversy about the disposition of him before they left,
some being for killing him and burning the house, and others for
leaving him as he was. The latter being the determination of the.
majority of them, they hastily fled.

The only{booty they obtained was about six hundred dollars in,
money, a gold watch, chain and seals, a double barreled gun and,
a few other articles of minor importance.

[To BE CONTINUED. ]
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